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GS Desk

How would you feel if you bought a $7 cup 
of coffee that tasted like sewage water, 
and it was rudely served by a Filipino 
waitress who did not show any remorse 
for her attitude? Would you feel cheated? 
Indignant towards the restaurant owner 
and the waitress? Regretful for having 
made the wrong decision to spend $7 on 
undrinkable coffee? I think these are our 
common responses as human beings.  
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However, what if that happened to be 
the day the restaurant owner, due to 
poor business, had to decide whether 
to continue operating his restaurant and 
the deciding factor was to achieve a 
day’s income of $1,000. After the day’s 
business, he managed to get $1,003. 
As a result, he did not need to close his 
business nor lay off his Filipino waitress. 
And because the Filipino waitress could 
continue with her job, she was able to send 
money back home for her son’s education, 
which eventually led to his graduation 
from university and becoming one of the 
influential Christian leaders there. 

The above hypothetical situation, inspired 
by a true story, shows us two things. 
Firstly, life is indeed full of right and wrong 
choices. Buying that expensive cup of 
coffee was definitely a wrong choice. On 
hindsight, the right decision would be to 
check the price first, save our money, and 
not to buy the coffee. We learn from our 
mistakes and carry on. However, secondly, 
God could also use our so-called “wrong 
choice” to work things for the good of 
those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).

In my ministry I occasionally experience 
a similar situation in which I feel outraged 
or guilty of the wrong decisions I made. 
Of course, I learn the lessons and am 
determined not to repeat it. Yet, at 
the same time I also try to commit the 
circumstances to the Lord and trust that 
His sovereign and all-wise plan will work 
things for good.
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Recently, one thing that has greatly 
occupied my mind is the continuing 
deficit of the FES finances. What good 
thing can come out from a financial deficit 
situation? Of course, there are lessons 
learned and things to improve, such as the 
importance of having a more systematic 
and rigorous fund raising effort with 
graduates and churches, and the need to 
make specific appeals to all regular donors 
for their 13th month giving (as FES tries 
as much as possible to give one month 
of Annual Wages Supplement/AWS to our 
staffworkers). These are things that we 
plan to do.

GS Desk

However, at the same time, I am 
heartened by many life stories of how 
the deficit has made our staff team 
more prayerful and reliant on God. 
Particularly, I am also touched by the fact 
that the financial contribution from our 
students and CFs to the FES ministry has 
significantly increased in the past three 
years. The total amount may not be huge, 
but apparently, the students have learned 
to be more active stakeholders and take 
more ownership of the ministry. 

Therefore, like Paul, “I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on me. 
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight 
in weaknesses…, in difficulties.” (2 Cor. 
12:9b–10a) •

Lisman Komaladi

General Secretary
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NTU-CF

On 11 August 2016, the NTU-CF Welcome 
Tea for new students started off with a 
combined worship session where brothers 
and sisters from the Chinese, English and 
Indonesian sections sang praises to our 
Lord in unison. It was an encouragement 
to see how God has indeed called people 
from different nations and speaking in 
different languages together into His family 
for His glory. After a brief introduction of 
NTU-CF, the freshmen were directed to 
their respective sections to learn more 
about the ministry. We also got to know 
each other better through ice-breaker 
games and over light refreshments.

Chew Zhiqiang

NTU, Psychology, Year 4 (Chinese CF)

Welcome Tea was a good opportunity for 
me to meet all the other CF members 
from the English, Chinese and Indonesian 
sections of the CF. It reminded me of 
God’s goodness and grace on how He is 
constantly working in the lives of many 
people. It was also very encouraging 
to see how all of us came together as 
one body of Christ for a time of worship 
and also to start the new academic year 
together. 

Lim Zhi Xuan

NTU, History, Year 2 (English CF)
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As a follow-up of the Welcome Tea, NTU 
Indonesian Students Christian Fellowship 
(ISCF) had its annual BBQ event on 
19 August. The event was held to give 
opportunities for the freshmen to know 
the ISCF family better, as well as a way for 
members to relax while easing into their 
busy university life after the long summer 
holiday. Freshmen and seniors alike were 
invited to come down for the barbecue 
to enjoy a good evening of games and of 
course, the highlight of the event, food.

The event kicked off with prayers as 
well as lively worship songs, followed by 
some ice breaker games to get the ball 
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rolling. As the freshmen had only started 
to interact with each other during the 
previous week’s Welcome Tea, the games 
provided them a chance to get to know 
each other and the seniors better. 

When the games ended, the 26 participants 
gathered at the barbecue pit area to enjoy 
the food that had been prepared. Some 
NTU ISCF alumni came down after work 
as well, livening up the atmosphere while 
catching up with the seniors.

Nearing the end of the event, when 
all the cups were empty, and all the 
marshmallows roasted and eaten, the 

participants took a group photo and made 
their way home. All in all, it was a good 
evening with friends and the NTU ISCF 
family. •

Christy Stephanie Halim

NTU, Art Design Media, Year 2

NTU-CF
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This was the newly crystallised vision of 
the FES National Student Council (NSC), 
which comprises the student leaders of 
all FES affiliated Christian Fellowships 
(CFs) in Singapore. 

On the evening of 5 August 2016, I came 
to Praisehaven Retreat Centre with 
excitement to join the NSC camp. The 
exhaustion from my faculty’s orientation 
was at its peak, but when the camp 
ended the following Saturday afternoon, 
I felt rejuvenated and equipped to begin 
the new academic year.

The camp was organised for the student 
leaders of the 3rd FES NSC. I was 
surprised to find the activities to be light 
and refreshing. Initially they seemed 
trivial, but the Lord used the activities to 
teach us at least two things: the meaning 
of the NSC vision – Raising a generation 
of Daniels, students impacting our 
region – and how we can play our role in 
His kingdom.



At first, we were asked to use playdough 
to give a shape to our view on the 
connection between the CFs, NSC, and 
Singapore. As one not used to doing 
craftwork, I tried my best to materialise 
my perspective: God 
being the destination, 
NSC the road, and the 
CFs the car on which 
this nation can travel to 
her true Lord. My view 
changed, however, 
after the reading of 1 
Corinthians 12:12–26. 
This passage speaks about the diversity 
in the body of Christ, that each has a 
specific, unique role in building up the 
church. The form of vehicle every person 
(and CF) assumes will be different, but 
we all have the same end: the Lord.

Not to say there were no challenges at 
all. Two strangers rarely bond over one 
night, and moreover, there were about 
25 of us. Hence, the conversations 

would inevitably 
sound shallow 
at first. But for 
me, NSC Camp 
is not just for 

bonding. Rather, I 
believe it serves as 
a platform to learn 
about God’s work 
on other campuses, 
and how each CF, 
with its unique 
characteristics, has 

a distinct role in the kingdom of God. 
At the end of the camp, with a widened 
perspective of God’s kingdom, we prayed 
that He will enable all of us to continuously 
be His voice on campus, impacting the 
students in Singapore.

Soli Deo Gloria!•

Jefferson 

NTU, Environmental Earth Systems Science, Year 3
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The question of “Who do I want to be?” 
precedes the question of “God, what is 
my calling?” 

This was one of the lessons I learnt at the 
Taiwan Campus Evangelical Fellowship 
(CEF) Youth Missions Conference (YMC) 
held at Chung Yuan Christian University 
from 11–16 July 2016. The conference 
led us through a comprehensive biblical 
understanding of “missions” to what it 
means to live out a life of mission in our 
own sphere of influence. Missions did not 
start with the Great Commission (Matt. 
28: 19-20), but rather it was from the Old 
Testament when God called Abraham 
to be a blessing to the people (Gen. 12: 
1-3). Redemption is not just about having 
eternal life; it calls for a transformation in 
all aspects of our life. The mission of God 
and from God is to use us to bless the 
nations. The question of “Who do I want 
to be?” precedes the question of “God, 
what is my calling?” We have all been 
called to love God and love others.

“Jesus, as You died for us, we will live for 
You. In Jesus name, Amen.”

This simple prayer by a pastor who 
spoke at the conference reminded me 
that I have to learn to break away from 
an individualistic concept of salvation, to 
leave my comfort zone, and to learn how 
to love. This begins with putting effort in 
my studies, so as to cultivate knowledge 
to be used by God in the marketplace. I 
also need to dig deeper into the Word of 
God, and also be willing to be humble. 
This point was brought across through the 
sharing of a missionary who described 
herself as a donkey. When Jesus rode 
on the donkey to enter Jerusalem, there 
were many people cheering for Him. As 
we serve God, we will inevitably receive 
praises. But God reminded me through 
her testimony that I should not be proud, 
because glory and praise belongs to Jesus 
that I (the donkey) am carrying.
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“A little thing is a little thing, but faithfulness 
in little things is a great thing.”

During the conference we were led to 
respond to the stewardship that God has 
entrusted to us. I have always taken pride 
in being a follower of Christ – to the point 
of being self-reliant at times. But through 
this conference, God challenged me to 
commit myself to Him again. Although I 
did not undergo a life-changing experience 
or a spiritual high during the conference, 
I left with a peace in my heart as well as 
a determination to be faithful in the little 
things.

As I prepare to serve in my campus 
fellowship this academic year, the greatest 
reminder that I have received is to offer 
a life that is pleasing to God, rather than 
a busy schedule packed with ministry 
activities. “A little thing is a little thing, but 
faithfulness in little things is a great thing.” 

Evelyn Tee Yu Ting 

NUS, Social Work, Year 4 

Taiwan CEF Youth Missions Conference

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Am I willing to become weak to the weak, 
so that I might win the weak?”

“I have become all things to all people, 
that by all means I might save some. I 
do it all for the sake of the gospel, that 
I may share with them in its blessings” 
(1 Cor. 9: 22-23). There are times when 
I fear inconvenience, or harbour my own 
prejudices against certain people such 
that I am unable to win them for Christ. 
The apostle Paul moved into their lives 
and lived as their neighbours in order to 
influence them. Am I willing to become 
weak to the weak, so that I might win the 
weak?
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the Gospel verbally but we lead lives that 
are consistent with God’s Word. This in 
itself is the foundation of our witnessing. 

I was very inspired by the YMC theme 
“Young Saints on the Move”. As Christians 
we have to make the decision to move out 
and enter into the place where God wants 
us to be in as we journey through life. As I 
listened to the testimonies of a couple of 
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“Not everybody is called to be a preacher, 
but we are called to preach the truth.” 

This quote by James Hudson Taylor IV, the 
theme speaker at the conference, sums 
up the messages that we heard. Although 
the conference was mission-oriented, I 
believe this quote is not just related to the 
field of missions. Personally, I understand 
it to mean that we are to be a wholistic 
witness of God where we do not just share 
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Taiwan CEF Youth Missions Conference

missionaries, I began to seek God about 
His calling for me. God reminded me of 
the burden He placed in my heart a year 
ago – to reach out to students on campus. 
At that moment, I realised I don’t need to 
have a dramatic call from God like some of 
the missionaries had when God touched 
them. All along, God has already revealed 
what He wants me to do on campus, and I 
believe what’s important to me presently 

is to grab hold of what has already been 
given. Although I am still unsure about 
what’s in store for me in the future, I 
know that the right way forward currently 
is to set my mind on God as He guides 
and establishes my steps, one at a time. 

Chang Wei Xing

NUS, English Language, Year 3

 
 

 
 
 

 
(Editor’s Note: Wei Xing has written 
the Chinese version of this article in 
the following page.)

 
 

FES Celebrates World Student Day
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Taiwan CEF Youth Missions Conference

今年青年宣道大会的主题《移动青世
代》使我倍受激励。在我看来，每一位
基督徒在一生中都应该下定决心，委身
进入神所安排的岗位。当我一边听着几
位宣教士的分享，一边就开始思考：“
那神对我的呼召又是什么呢？” 神将祂
一年前曾放在我心里的那份负担再次摆
在我的面前，那负担就是向校园中的非
信徒学生布道。那一刻，我意识到我并
不需要宣教士被神感动时所产生的那种
特别的情绪和呼召。从一开始，神就已
经向我显明了祂想要我在校园中所做的
事，而我相信现今对我来说最重要的，
就是好好把握神已经给了我的。虽然我
不知道未来会是怎样，但我已知道我该
做的就是定睛在神的身上，让祂带领我
走稳每一步。•

张维兴
国大英语系 第三年

“我们不一定要作传道人，但我们可以
作传道的人。”

以 上 这 句 话 是 由 宣 道 大 会 的 主 题 讲
员——戴继宗牧师为我们听到的信息所
作出的结语。虽然大会是以宣道为主，
但我认为这句话已远远超越了宣道本
身。在我看来，宣道不仅仅是口头上向
非信徒传福音，更是全心全意地活出与
神的话语相应的生命，整个人完完全全
地作神的见证，这才应该是我们见证的
根基。
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Esther, first row second from left, with the IFES Executive Committee.  
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IFES Executive Commitee Meeting

It can be a fearful and wonderful thing 
to realise that one is part of something 
bigger than oneself. Last year at the 
2015 World Assembly I was elected to 
the board of the International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students (IFES) as one of 
two student representatives. In June this 
year, I attended the second of a handful 
of major board meetings in my four-
year term. The IFES board comprises 13 
Christian professionals from around the 
world and two student representatives, 
and the board “is responsible for ensuring 
IFES doctrinal integrity and for policy 
making.”1 Five years ago, the first two 
student representatives were elected to 
allow for a student voice at this level of 
IFES leadership. 

The world, and indeed the world of the 
university, is also a fearful and wonderful 
place. The nature of the issues discussed 
are at once international, theological and 
pastoral. Please pray for wisdom for the 

1http://www.ifesworld.org/en/our-governance

board as deliberations and decisions are 
made, that we may have the mind of Christ 
as our hearts moved by the one Spirit, in 
obedience to our Father in heaven; for 
shalom in universities, countries and the 
world. 

Personally, I was convicted that unless 
I knew what was happening at the 
student level in the various ministries of 
IFES, I would be neither a legitimate nor 
compassionate voice. I thus purposed 
to visit national movements and student 
groups to see and understand, but also for 
mutual edification and instruction. Please 
pray for discernment to know where and 
how I might continue to be a connector 
and a peacemaker, as well opportunities 
and resources to be a wise steward 
of this role. I desire to be the weaned 
child of Psalm 131 with the humility and 
gentleness of Christ, speaking the truth in 
love and in its time.  •

Esther Phua

NUS, Philosophy, Final Year 
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“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 12:12

This verse took on a special meaning for me when I left behind the 
humdrum of my life in Singapore to attend the IFES East Asia Graduate 
Conference (EAGC) 2016 from 5–9 August at Golden Beach Cha-Am 
Hotel in Phetchaburi, Thailand. And what a body it was! Over 300 
delegates from 15 countries or “movements” as they were called, 
praising our Creator God in sweet unison. It was in a real way, through 
our “one-ness in many-ness”, a foretaste of the things to come. 

Through the conference theme 
Soulciety: Connect to Impact, 
we listened and learnt from 
the soul-sharing of people 
who have invested their lives 
for the kingdom of God. We 
shared our unique experiences 
in our diverse small groups. We 
basked in the beauty of God’s 
creation at the beach sunrise, 
and soaked in the rich cultural 
history of Thailand during our 
outing day. Four days later, it 
was time for us to continue on our own life journeys, albeit with an 
indelible mark on our hearts. 

If “all the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players”, 
then as Christians we often seek to know the Bible as the Script, telling 
us what to do and what not to. All too often, the ever changing reality 
of life offers no easy answers. Perhaps the Bible should rather be seen 
as a “training school” that fundamentally shapes the habits and lives 
of the Christian community. And even as faithful Christians who know 
the Bible, we still have to improvise along life’s journey. But we take 
comfort that we know the Director of the stage today, and that He is 
also the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Even as the theatre of life 
is so unpredictable, He remains the same, both now and forever. That 
as fellow players on the stage of life in East Asia today, we are never 
alone. •

Daniel Lau

Daniel graduated from NTU in 2011. He is currently working as an M&E Engineering Consultant in the 
construction industry in Singapore.
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World Student Day is an annual day that unites our global 
movement – students, staff, and supporters – to celebrate all 
that God is doing through IFES, and to pray for one another and 
the needs and opportunities for the coming year.

 
Resources for World Student Day
 
Download World Student Day Handbook

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/65k38gdy5q4xum9/AAD6_Xc_svCRlsh32uf6BYySa?dl=0
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EAGC 

GREAT 
COMMISSION, 
GREAT 
COMPASSION
FOLLOWING JESUS AND 
LOVING THE WORLD

By Paul Borthwick
Foreword by Christopher J. H. Wright
IVP 2015

In his latest book, mission mobiliser Paul 
Borthwick calls readers to find “biblical 
balance” between Jesus’ instructions to 
go and makes disciples (Matt. 28) and 
to care for hurting people (Matt. 25). He 
focuses on our ability to make practical 
lifestyle choices that allow us to live a 
“great commission, great compassion 
lifestyle.” 

Holistic discipleship means learning and 
looking, praying and giving, welcoming the 
stranger, simplifying our lives and standing 
with and for others on God’s behalf. Small 
steps can make a big difference in the 
mission of God. Will you answer the call?

Read an excerpt of the book.

http://www.ivpress.com/title/ata/4437-press.pdf
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SAVING THE 
BIBLE FROM 
OURSELVES
LEARNING TO READ AND LIVE 
THE BIBLE WELL

By Glenn R. Paauw
IVP 2016

Does the Bible need to be saved?

Over the course of the centuries, Bible 
scholars and publishers have increasingly 
added “helps” – chapter divisions, verses, 
subheads, notes – to the Bible in an effort 
to make it easier to study and understand. 
In the process, however, these have led 
to sampling Scripture rather than reading 
deeply. 

According to author Glenn R. Paauw, 
the text has become divorced from the 
Bible’s literary and historical context, 
leading to misinterpretation and a 
“narrow, individualistic and escapist view 
of salvation.” Rather than being a culture-
shaping force, the Bible has become a 
database of quick and easy answers to 
life’s troubling questions. In this book, the 
author introduces seven new perspectives 
on Bible reading for slower, smarter and 
deeper engagement of Scripture.

Read an excerpt of the book.  

From the FES Library

http://www.ivpress.com/title/ata/5124-press.pdf
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READING FOR 
THE COMMON 
GOOD
HOW BOOKS HELP 
OUR CHURCHES AND 
NEIGHBOURHOODS FLOURISH

By C. Christopher Smith
Foreword by Scot McKnight
IVP 2016

We have been created to live and work 
in community. But all too often we see 
ourselves primarily as individuals and 
run the risk of working at cross-purposes 
with the organisations we serve. Living 
faithfully in a neighbourhood involves two 
interwoven threads: learning and action.

In this book C. Christopher Smith, co-
author of Slow Church, looks at the local 
church as an organisation in which both 
learning and action lie at the heart of 
its identity. He explores the practice of 
reading and, in his words, “how we can 
read together in ways that drive us deeper 
into action.”

Read an excerpt of the book.

https://www.scribd.com/document/305850785/Reading-For-the-Common-Good-By-C-Christopher-Smith-EXCERPT
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Source: All book descriptions are 
taken from the IVP website.

THE MYTH 
OF THE NON-
CHRISTIAN
ENGAGING ATHEISTS, 
NOMINAL CHRISTIANS AND 
THE SPIRITUAL BUT NOT 
RELIGIOUS

By Luke Cawley
IVP 2016

If answers to people’s doubts about 
Christianity feel illusory, it may be because 
we are resting on a false premise: non-
Christians are all the same. The Myth of 
the Non-Christian forces us to do away 
with the idea of a generic “non-Christian,” 
calling instead for an understanding of 
context coupled with apologetics. The 
book focuses on “the spiritual but not 
religious,” convinced atheists and nominal 
Christians. It outlines best practices for 
evangelism as well as answers to the 
common misgivings of these three distinct 
groups of people who don’t know Jesus. 
Filled with real-life stories of changed 
lives, this book is a practical and hopeful 
resource for helping people to encounter 
God. •

Read an excerpt of the book.

All the books featured are available 
in the FES Library. Find out more 
about the FES Library.

From the FES Library

http://www.ivpress.com/title/ata/4450-press.pdf
http://www.fessingapore.org/resources/library
http://www.ivpress.com/
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