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The subject of vocation is a topic that is of particular relevance and 
interest among young adults. This is seen from the question that they 
often ask, “What should I do with my life?” It is my hope and prayer that 
by the end of this talk, you will have a deeper and richer understanding 
of a concept that I would like to call “vocational stewardship,” so that 
you can be equipped to help cultivate, within the young adults that you 
shepherd, a robust and purposeful sense of living missionally through 
their present and future careers. 

“Vocational stewardship,” as I define it, is the “strategic and intentional 
deployment of all the dimensions of our vocational power to advance 
foretastes of the Kingdom of God.” What is the biblical undergirding 
of this concept of vocational stewardship? To do that, let us reflect on 
Proverbs 11:10. 

Several years ago I was deeply moved by a sermon given by Rev. 
Timothy Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City. In it, 
Keller spoke briefly about Proverbs 11:10, “When the righteous prosper, 
the city rejoices.”1  

This text should land on us counter-intuitively at first. After all, the 
text talks about the city – and cities are composed of many groups of 
people. It also tells us that there is a particular group of people in the 
city who are prospering or flourishing in their jobs, their health and their 
finances. This fortunate group has power, wealth, and standing; they 
are, as Keller put it, “at the top.” And as they continue to thrive, the 
entire city – including those at the bottom – celebrates. That is a bit 
strange, given human nature. One could easily imagine a more plausible 
scenario marked by jealousy or resentment, where those at the bottom 
complain, “The rich keep getting richer while the poor just get poorer.” 

Keller explained that the verse makes sense because of who it is 
that is prospering. It is the “righteous.” The Hebrew word there is 
the tsaddiqim. In English it simply translates into the “just” or the 
“righteous” but it carries more emphasis in Hebrew. The tsaddiqim are 
people who are passionate for God and His ways; follow God’s heart and 
embrace His purposes; and see everything they have as gifts from God 
to be stewarded for His purposes. The tsaddiqim view their prosperity 
not as a means merely of self-enrichment or self-aggrandisement, but 

1 Timothy J. Keller, “Creation Care and Justice,” sermon delivered at Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church, New York City, January 16, 2005.
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rather as a vehicle for blessing 
others. And since they have this 
view, through the stewardship 
of their prosperity, everyone 
benefits. As the tsaddiqim prosper, 
they steward everything God 
has given to them – their money, 
vocational position, expertise, 
assets, resources, opportunities, 
education, relationships, social 
position, entrée, and networks 
– for the common good, for the 
advancing of God’s justice and 
shalom.2 Indeed, Keller goes so far 
as to say that:

The righteous in the book of 
Proverbs are by definition those 
who are willing to disadvantage 
themselves for the community 
while the wicked are those who 
put their own economic, social, 
and personal needs ahead of 
the needs of the community.3 

So now the verse makes sense. 
Everyone is rejoicing over the 
prosperity of the righteous because 
everyone is benefitting from that 
prosperity!  

When the righteous prosper their 
prosperity makes life better for all. 

2 Shalom is the rich Hebrew term 
conveying the idea of peace with God, 
peace with self, peace with others, and 
peace with the created order. “Peace” 
here refers not simply to the absence 
of hostilities but deep wholeness.
3 Ibid.

That vision really captured me and I 
found myself saying, “Lord, make me 
a tsaddiq.” I am, in fact, one of the 
prospering – and of course, relative 
to most people in the world and many 
people in our own country, you are 
too. And so are most of our students. 
Simply by having the opportunity 
to get a college education they are 
already among the “prospering” of 
this world. But I have learned that it 
is, sadly, possible to be the prospering 
but not be the tsaddiqim. May the 
Lord forgive us of that, and may He 
work in us great change.

As I began to dig deeper into Proverbs 
11:10, I learned that the word “rejoice” 
in the same verse – when the 
righteous prosper, the city rejoices 
– is important. It’s a unique term, 
used only one other time in the Old 
Testament. It describes the ecstatic 
joy, exultation and triumph that people 
express in celebration when they have 
been delivered from the hand of their 
oppressors, when God has done great 
things for them and delivered them 
from their enemies. So “rejoice” here 
is a big, robust word. This is deep, 
passionate rejoicing; dancing-in-the-
streets jubilation; and soul-soaring 
exultation.

ARE WE HELPING TO BRING ABOUT THIS 
KIND OF CELEBRATION IN OUR COMMUNITIES?4
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A s  t h e  t s a d d i q i m  p r o s p e r,  t h e y  s t e w a r d 
e v e r y t h i n g  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e m  –  t h e i r 
m o n e y,  v o c a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  e x p e r t i s e , 
a s s e t s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
e d u c a t i o n ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n , 
e n t r é e ,  a n d  n e t w o r k s  –  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n 
g o o d ,  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  o f  G o d ’s  j u s t i c e 
a n d  s h a l o m .

By this we realise that the righteous, in their prospering, must be 
making a remarkably positive difference in their city. They must 
be stewards of their power, wealth, skills, and influence for the 
common good, in such ways as to bring about noticeable and 
significant transformation in the city. Otherwise, what would 
be prompting the residents there to go crazy with gladness and 
gratitude? Clearly the tsaddiqim’s stewardship does not merely 
look like them taking their used clothes over to the Salvation 
Army Thrift Store and poor people finding them there and being 
pleased to get a $300 dress for $5. No, this dancing-in-the-
streets rejoicing occurs when the tsaddiqim advance justice 
and shalom in the city in such ways that vulnerable people 
at the bottom stop being oppressed, start having genuine 
opportunity, and begin to enjoy spiritual and physical health, 
economic sufficiency, and security. 

This begs a missional question of us as a Christian community: 
Are we helping to bring about this kind of celebration in our 
communities? Proverbs 11:10 suggests that by the intentional 
stewardship of their prosperity, the tsaddiqim bring nothing less 
than foretastes of the Kingdom of God into reality. And this is what 
being missional is about. Being missional should mean we’ve 
joined King Jesus on His grand mission of pushing foretastes of 
the Kingdom into vulnerable lives and communities. This kind of 
rejoicing occurs at those intersections where light is pushing back 
darkness, when King Jesus is going about His grand, sweeping 
work of restoration.

It is helpful at this point to consider the ways in which Jesus’ 
own earthly ministry was a ministry of bringing foretastes of the 
consummated Kingdom. When He performed miracles they were 
not only acts of personal compassion toward individual sufferers. 
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They were also signs of the in-breaking of Kingdom realities. The ministry 
of Jesus was a little bit like thinking about Him talking to Bartimaeus 
and saying, “Bartimaeus, in the future Kingdom of God, there will be no 
blindness ... and so I give you your sight today.” “Lazarus, in the future 
New Jerusalem, there will be no death … so get out of the grave!”

So ... what does all this have to do with vocational stewardship?

I believe the vision of being the tsaddiqim who steward their prosperity 
to rejoice their cities by bringing foretastes of the Kingdom into their 
communities, is extremely relevant to our work lives. Proverbs 11:10 
exhorts us to steward our prosperity – and a major component of that 
prosperity is our vocational power. Unlike billions of people in the world, 
we have vocational choice. We are not destined to have to do the same 
labour as our father and his father and his father before him. Most of us 
have had the blessing of education and preparation for our vocations. 
For those who are still studying, some will go on to attain high positions 
in their vocational fields. Some will become owners of companies or 
directors of agencies. Although they may not feel like they have a lot 
of vocational power TODAY, the reality is that students are already on 
a trajectory for possessing significant vocational power in the future. 
Already they are gaining knowledge and skills – and in the years ahead 
many of them will also be accruing position, platforms, financial assets, 
and professional and social networks. 

All of that vocational power needs to be stewarded in ways that advance 
foretastes of the Kingdom in our cities. This is what I call “vocational 
stewardship” which is “the strategic and intentional deployment of all 
the dimensions of our vocational power to advance foretastes of the 
Kingdom of God.” This strategy of vocational stewardship is essential to 
the missional work of the Church. In the words of my friend Steve Garber, 
“vocation is integral, not incidental to the misseo Dei.” I believe that WE 
will be greatly advancing the misseo Dei as we intentionally step into the 
work of equipping and nurturing young adults to grasp this big vision of 
vocational stewardship.
 

 STUDENTS ARE ALREADY ON A 
TRAJECTORY FOR POSSESSING 
SIGNIFICANT VOCATIONAL POWER 
IN THE FUTURE6
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I’d like to share a couple of brief stories 
of what vocational stewardship actually 
looks like in real life. 

Jimmy Lin and Rare 
Genomics Institute
Jimmy holds a medical degree and a 
PhD. from Johns Hopkins University 
in something called “computational 
biology.” He has gathered a network 
of young friends and colleagues 
from a variety of research fields – 
molecular biology, biochemistry, and 
bioinformatics – who work together 
through an organisation called the Rare 
Genomics Institute.  

I consider Jimmy and his friends 
to be tsaddiqim because they have 
chosen to deploy their considerable 
vocational skill and expertise to a 
much underserved community on our 
planet: the families of children with rare 
genetic disorders. Basically, about 250 
million children worldwide suffer from 
a variety of very rare diseases. But 
because each of these diseases affects 
a small number of people, there is little 
funding supplied for studying these 
conditions. Most medical research 
funding goes into investigating the big 
diseases that affect millions of people 
– cancer or AIDS or heart disease. 
Consequently, the families of these 

patients that have these extremely 
rare diseases are left with little hope of 
understanding the disease, much less 
finding a cure. So Jimmy came up with 
the brilliant idea of gathering a network 
of Christian research scientists at top 
universities and research laboratories 
who would commit to performing 
research at affordable prices, and then 
matching those researchers each to one 
individual patient. The patient’s family 
would raise funds with help from the 
Rare Genomics Institute by using the 
Internet to solicit donations. Individuals 
make tax-deductible contributions to 
the nonprofit institute and these funds 
are used to pay the researchers. Their 
research focuses on what’s called 
genome sequencing, since most 
rare diseases are genetic in nature. 
By mapping the genome sequence 
of the patient, there can be better 
understanding of the disease and what 
measures might be taken to address it. 
Jimmy, his friends at Rare Genomics, and 
all the individual scientists and doctors 
in their network who are working their 
daily jobs at the institutions with which 
they are affiliated – are tsaddiqim. They 
are bringing foretastes of the Kingdom 
– hope and wholeness – to needy kids 
with rare diseases.  

7
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Jill Kurtz
Jill got a degree several years ago in 
architecture from Kansas State. While 
she was there, she became convinced 
that one way for her to integrate her 
faith and work was to learn how to 
design buildings that would be energy 
efficient, and that could be constructed 
using sustainable materials and 
materials that contribute to making 
“healthy buildings.” (Perhaps you have 
heard of “sick building syndrome” 
which is when volatile chemicals are 
used in the construction materials and 
these can lead to health issues for the 
people working in those buildings.)  So 
Jill became the first architecture student 
there at Kansas to pursue something 
called LEED certification, which is when 
you acquire the knowledge of these 
green-friendly design and building 
techniques. Upon graduation she chose 
to work for an architecture firm in San 
Francisco that specialised in this kind of 
architectural design. Jill recognised that 
she could advance the Kingdom value 
of creation care as an architect.

“THE VOCATIONAL 
SWEET SPOT” IS THE 
PLACE WHERE GOD’S 

PRIORITIES, THE 
WORLD’S NEEDS, AS 
WELL AS THEIR OWN 
PERSONAL PASSIONS 
AND GOD-GIVEN 

TALENTS OVERLAP. 

Both Jimmy and Jill have 
had the great joy of finding 
work in what I like to call “the 
vocational sweet spot.” The 
sweet spot is the place where 
God’s priorities, the world’s 
needs, as well as their own 
personal passions and God-
given talents overlap. We 
need to help young people 
today to seek that vocational 
sweet spot.

Of course, in the real world 
with its economic ups and 
downs, we won’t always 
find ourselves working in 
that sweet spot. We may 
even have to work jobs 
that, for a season, are not 
“in our field” because we 
were unable to land a job 
in our field. And so some 
young professionals may 
need to practice vocational 
stewardship not so much as 
part of their daily vocations 
– as do Jimmy and Jill – but 
rather through volunteering 
their professional talents 
to organisations in need 
of them. Perhaps you’re a 
graphic designer by training 
and passion – but since you 
couldn’t find a job in that 
right after college you are 
currently working as a barista 
at Starbucks. Or you’re an 
aspiring actress but you 

8
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[The above was a talk presented by Dr Amy L. Sherman at the 
2014 Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship (USA) National Staff 

Conference. Used with permission.]

Dr Amy L. Sherman is a Senior Fellow at the Sagamore 
Institute for Policy Research, where she directs the Center on 
Faith in Communities. She is the author of Kingdom Calling: 
Vocational Stewardship for the Common Good (IVP 2011).

haven’t yet landed a job in that field so you’re waiting on tables in New 
York City. Well, you can still honour God at Starbucks by being excellent 
and ethical employees; workers whose character shines the humility 
and grace and integrity of Jesus. But that graphic designer could also 
volunteer to design a local nonprofit’s annual report and that actress 
could volunteer for an urban ministry launching a drama club for teens. 

I believe the Kingdom of God can be tremendously advanced if we 
recognise that our daily walk with Jesus must shape, in profound and 
comprehensive ways, our daily jobs. Through our work – whether that 
work is in science or architecture or graphic design or art or business or 
engineering or law or innumerable other fields – we have opportunity to 
join King Jesus in His work of advancing Kingdom foretastes. We can 
join Jesus in His mission of renewing all things – renewing journalism,  
fashion, the criminal justice system, commerce, trade, diplomacy, the 
construction industry, real estate, Wall Street, the Ivy League, local 
government, the world of sports … All this belongs to our Great King and 
into all this He desires His Kingdom to come. That is the big vision we 
can cast among our students when they come to us with that perennial 
question: What do you think I should DO with my life?

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK I SHOULD  
DO WITH MY LIFE? 
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About 30 freshmen and 
30 seniors attended the 
Singapore Institute of 
Management Students’ 
Christian Fellowship (SIM 
SCF) Freshmen Orientation 
Camp which was held from 
15–17 August 2014. The 
three speakers, Mr Tan Soo 
Jin, Dr Tan Lai Yong and Mr 
Lisman Komaladi shared on 
what it means to be ‘One 
in Christ’ and to be ‘salt and 
light’ – within the school, 
community and at the CF/
FES level.
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SCHOOL , COMMUNITY       CF / FES
TO BE ‘SALT AND LIGHT’ WITHIN THE

AND
AT

LEVEL.

111C A A M P U S  N E W S
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DATES: 13 - 15 November 2014 
 VENUE: Eden Bible Presbyterian Church

TAKE
HEED, FOR  
THE TIMES
ARE EVIL! 
Learning to 
study the 
Epistles
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James Cook University 
Singapore Christian 
Fellowship (JCUS CF) 
held its second annual 
camp from 1–3 October at 
Aloha Changi Resorts. 23 
members attended the camp. 
The theme for the camp was 
Integral Missions, which was in 
line with our CF theme for 2014 
– Missions. The theme verse 
was Isaiah 6:8: “Here I am, 
send me.” The focus 
of the camp was to 
address our personal 
willingness to be 
involved in missions 
and our response to 
God’s calling. We also 
learnt that missions is 
not just about serving 
overseas or donating 
to a charity, but also 
involves our everyday 
actions and choices. 

There were three main sessions 
held at the camp. The first session 
was led by FES staffworker, 
Jeremiah Goh who shared about 

God’s heart for Missions. He focused 
his session on the Great Commission 
and Beatitudes. Jeremiah also briefly 
introduced to us several methods of 
studying and interpreting the Word of 
God. All in all, it was an informative and 
educational session that left campers 
wanting to know more.

14
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Esther-Marie Cheriyan 
/ JCUS, Bachelor of Business, Year 2

The second main session, Sharing 
the Gospel, was conducted by 
two staffworkers from Youth for 
Christ, Shawn Lai and Jolynn Wong. 
They introduced different ways of 
bringing up the Gospel in our daily 
conversations and interactions with 

people. The insights gleaned 
were helpful to the campers, 
especially when we tried to 
apply what we had learnt 
during the outreach activity 
held after that. 

At the third session, Andrew 
Chen gave an engaging and 
inspiring sharing on World 
Missions. He shared with 
us his personal story of 
how God revealed His plan 
for him; the struggles that 

he and his wife went 
through during their 
time serving abroad; 
and how God delivered 
them through every 
obstacle they came 
across. 

Besides the main sessions, 
the campers also had times 
of fellowship and interaction 
through various activities. On the 
first night, we played a series 
of icebreaker games. The camp 
committee also planned a surprise 
night activity that consisted of 
water games, a modified tag game 
and other activities that pitted 
the groups against each other, as 
well as against ‘spies’ that had 
been planted in the groups. On 
the second night, the campers 
participated in prayer stations, 
where prayer pointers were 
prepared for each of the major 
countries represented in JCUS CF. 
Through the prayer stations, the 
campers learnt about and prayed 
for the different trials faced by 
believers in different countries. 
It truly was an eye-opening and 
meaningful activity that opened 
our eyes to the difficulties of being 
a Christian in some countries. 

All in all, the JCUS CF Camp 2014 
was definitely an enjoyable and 
impactful one that not only saw 
personal friendships being forged 
and strengthened, but also the 
spiritual strengthening of JCUS CF 
as a whole.
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Joanna Ho / NTU, Physics, Year 2 

Having been involved in student ministry for many years, they offered insights into 
the broader perspective of how different student movements around the world are 
being salt and light on their respective campuses. Though there may be cultural 
differences in their approach, similar barriers and challenges are faced. 

Some of us may feel inclined to 
equate engagement with evangelism 
through outreach events. However, 
the means of engaging the university 
are in fact, limitless and unbounded 
by events or challenges, as long as 
conversations, relationships and 
Christians exist in the university. 
When we look at the Bible accounts 
of Christians who were called to bear 
witness, there was no ‘allocated’ 
time for the gospel to be shared; it 
could occur at any time or place. 

Our universities are hubs bustling 
with students, professors and non-
academic staff. Opportunities to 
engage are plenty. However, some 
of us (including myself) struggle to 
engage with our professors and find 
it difficult to integrate our faith and 
academics. Personally, I find this 
idea of intertwining my faith with my 
studies very challenging and I would 
particularly like to explore this further.

NTU CF has started a new initiative 
where groups of CFers will be 
involved in different activities 
designed to engage the campus 
community. Just as students 
around the world are doing their 
part to address social ills and 
structures according to the biblical 
perspective, we too need to make 
a more conscious effort to build 
relationships and return to His Word 
in order for us to be effective in 
engaging our campus.

To summarise, though our primary 
role as students is to study, we 
should also remember that we 
are first Christians within a larger 
community. It is my prayer that 
we will hunger for knowledge and 
be counter-cultural wherever we 
are. As students, we will spend 
a total of three to four years on 
campus. How do we, as Christian 
students, plan to actively engage 
our university today? 

On 13 September, seven students 
from Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU-CF) had a stimulating 
dialogue on engaging the university 
with International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students (IFES) staff, 
Vinoth Ramachandra, Gideon Yung, 
Sergei and KP Devkota.
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Creation Care Singapore is a network 
of various organisations and individuals 
brought together by a common love 
for the Creator and His creation (which 
includes people) to respond to the 
urgency of the ecological crisis with the 
hope that is found in Christ. Our vision is 
to see people caring for God’s creation 
in all aspects of their lives whether at 
work, at home, in church or at play.

At the conference in the Philippines, 
our neighbours shared stories of the 
environmental and social challenges 
they face. Whether we realise it or 
not, our Singaporean lifestyle has 
contributed ‘stress’ to our neighbours 
who experience increasingly extreme 
weather conditions from the carbon 
we emit; the loss of habitats through 
forest logging for the palm oil products 
that we use; resource depletion and 
water pollution to fuel our electronic 
greed; resource degradation and loss of 
livelihoods from over-farming due to our 
over-consumption of food and wastage.

Through Creation Care Singapore, we 
hope to mobilise Christians to fulfil their 
God-given role as stewards of His earth 

Sherry Hua / FES Senior Staffworker  
Au Yong Hoi Wen / a GCF member

and to be witnesses to the ends of 
the earth of our love for our God and 
our neighbour. So far, our group has 
focused on organising Christian nature 
walks, Creation Care Bible studies, 
talks and workshops. We have also 
supported the creation care initiatives 
of NUS VCF and NTU-CF.

H o w  c a n  y o u  b e  i n v o l v e d ?
Are you interested in going for nature 
walks or trips where we discover the 
diversity of plants and animals God 
created; and worship our Creator 
through songs, Bible reflections, 
games and sharing? What about doing 
research on an environmental issue, 
related to your academic discipline, 
from a Christian perspective? Or learn 
some DIY (do-it-yourself) creation care 
daily living tips?

We welcome you to journey with us 
in this group where we are all still 
learning about the wonders of our 
Creator. For more information about 
Creation Care Singapore, please 
contact hoiwen@gmail.com.

The Lausanne Southeast Asia Regional Conference 
on Creation Care and the Gospel was held in 
the Philippines in March 2014. Four Singapore 
representatives were among the participants at 
this conference. As a follow up of the conference 
Creation Care Singapore was formed.



On 23 and 24 September, NTU-CF  
and SIM SCF invited Ms Sabine 
Kalthoff, IFES Secretary of Scripture 
Engagement to share at their CF 
fellowship meetings respectively. 
Below, two students share their 
learning points from these sessions.

One of the more common struggles 
Christian students face is spending 
regular time reading and meditating 
on the Bible. Here is one scenario:

I spend a short period of time 
over breakfast to read the 
Bible – and then it is time to 
rush to school. Before long, the 
insights I gained from the Bible 
passage I had read earlier gets 
lost and drowned out by the 
latest lecture on fluid systems. 
At times, reading the Word in 
the morning convicts me – be it 
to live life faithfully or to extend 
more kindness to those around 
me – but that too is inevitably 
engulfed and forgotten in the 
midst of a hectic student life.

Where then is the victorious 
Christian life? How can we engage 
God and the Scripture amidst our 
busy lives?

Ms Kalthoff spoke on the topic of 
engaging Scripture in our daily lives. 
She challenged us not to ‘merely listen 
to the Word, and so deceive ourselves’, 
but rather to ‘do what it says’. The Bible 
is the living Word and therefore, current 
with the times. It offers us a glimpse 
into the full reality that God is at the 
centre of the world. Once we realise 
this, the Bible becomes more practical 
and important. As we take time to 
wrestle with tough biblical concepts, we 
allow the Spirit to transform us through 
the Scripture to be more Christ-like in 
our thoughts, words and deeds. 

She then expounded on this through 
three practical ways that Scripture can 
help us in our daily walk. Namely, the 
Bible is able to relate and has a response 
to the numerous issues in our daily life; 
bring a message of Hope and Grace into 
our world; and helps to shape Kingdom 
values and priorities in us.

Sharing from Revelations 7:9–13, Ms 
Kalthoff explained that “salvation 
belongs to our God ...” means that God 
is the source of forgiveness and love. 
This came as a great encouragement 
to me, as I was reminded that we can 
always turn back to God who is our 
source of forgiveness, and that through 
His grace, we receive much more than 
we deserve.
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P h o t o g r a p h s
1. The Scripture 

Engagement 
session at NTU-CF

2. SIM SCFers with 
Sabine

Tan Chiew Ming / NTU,
Chemical Engineering, Year 2

Shaun Lee Wei-Jay / UniSim, 
English with Sociology, Year 1

In conclusion, the sharing was useful 
as it gave us two new viewpoints that 
will enrich engaging scripture on both a 
personal and corporate (CF) level. Firstly 
we need to engage both the Bible and 
our own modern context, instead of just 
focusing on the event/parable/example 
that is recorded in the Bible. Doing this 
involves relating the lessons learnt to 
our modern context. Secondly, we need 
to have the dimension of Eternity in our 
perspective, which will give us hope that 
our efforts in serving is not in vain. This in 
turn will brighten our overall perspective 
of serving in a ministry.

SCRIPTURE 
ENGAGEMENT 
INVOLVES 
LOVING, 
STUDYING, 
LIVING AND 
SHARING 
GOD’S WORD.

2
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w r i t i n g  p r a y e r s 

for students around the world
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w o r s h i p 
the Living God



w e
bow our heads
w e  
bend our kneels
O  S p i r i t 
come make us humble. 

W o r l d  S t u d e n t  D a y  is an annual 
celebration of all that God is doing, through the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(IFES) amongst students around the world. On 
20, 21 and 22 October, World Student Day events 
were held at NTU, NUS and Singapore Polytechnic 
(combined Polytechnic CFs) respectively. Students, 
staff and some graduates gathered to pray for one 
another and for specific situations facing students 
around the world.
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p r a y e r s

Some knelt

Some clasped hands

All prayed.    

Staff and students gathered

To celebrate God’s work 

To intercede for students

To pray for one another

C A A M P U S  N E W S



Nanyang 
Technological 
University (NTU)

World Student Day was 
also a time for the CFs 
to pray for the different 
language groups within
the CF. For example, at 
NTU-CF, students from
the English, Chinese and 
Indonesian sections,
shared and prayed about 
the challenges faced by
each group. This helped to 
create an awareness,
among the CFers, of the 
needs of each group.

Polytechnics 

Groups of students were 
led through a total of 
five prayer stations. Each 
station focused on a 
situation or need, namely:
• Eloba crisis
• ISIS situation
• Inter Varsity 

Christian Fellowship 
in California 
derecognised

• Pink Dot movement 
• Christians facing 

persecution
Students shared, and 
prayed together over 
these needs.
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National 
University of 
Singapore (NUS)

Students were asked to 
reflect on the reason God 
has placed them in NUS. 
How will they spend their 
three to four years in NUS?
Students were invited to 
be the light on campus.
Students were encouraged 
to begin in small steps, 
to care for the things God 
cares for. 
“We can do no great 
things, only small things 
with great love”
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It was 10am. The event was 
supposed to start but only a number 
of chairs had been filled. The 
organising committee was running 
around making the necessary 
preparations. “A typical day for FES 
Indonesian Ministry (IM) members”, 
said one of the committee members. 
He was referring to our habit of being 
in a flurry of activity on the day of 
the event itself. Yet all the committee 
members are close friends who have 
been in this ministry throughout 
their years on campus. We are close 
enough to recognise the usual way 
we do things and are able to joke 
about it.

About 20 minutes later, most of the 
participants came. We had some 
ice-breaking games followed by a 
time of worship. Mr Lisman Komaladi 
shared a short devotion and posed a 
question to those of us present. What 
makes us a family? We gathered in 
small groups to discuss this question. 
When we came back together and 
shared our reflections, some said 
that we are a family because of the 
deep relationships forged, the love 
we share, and the similar concerns 
we have at this stage of life. Lisman 
concluded that all these answers are 
arguably correct, but the ultimate 
reason is definitely the bond of love 

we share in Christ. Yes, we are a 
fellowship of Christians. We are 
united 
because of 
the grace 
of our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Through 
the 
salvation 
we have 
received, 
we share 
our love, 
struggles, 
and even 
our life with each other. 
This is the kind of family 
we are celebrating. 

During the remaining 
part of the event, we 
did things that families 
normally do together – we 
ate, played and laughed. The 
staffworkers delivered poems, 
which are moving, beautiful, 
and funny at the same time. The 
students gave some performances 
and expressed appreciation to their 
respective staffworkers. Then, we 
commissioned our brother Yulius 
after he shared his burden to serve 
as a missionary in Cambodia (see 
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Adhi Prasetya / 
NTU, BioEngineeering, Year 4

Yulius Telaumbanua, a former staff of 
Perkantas (the IFES member movement 
in Indonesia), left for Cambodia in October 
2014 to serve in the student ministry there. 
He is supported by the FES IM (Singapore) 
to serve in FES Cambodia, also known as 
SONOKO. At SONOKO, Yulius will initially be 
doing language studies while slowly learning 
and integrating to student work there. 

Yulius began serving as a Perkantas staff 
in Jakarta in 2001. In 2009, he came to 
Singapore to study at Trinity Theological 
College. He also spent another two years 
completing further studies at Yale Divinity 
School (2012–2014). 

Yulius shares with us his journey to 
Cambodia: 

One year before 
completing my 
undergraduate studies 
at the University of 
Indonesia, God called 
me to be a missionary 
while I was studying 
the book of Acts. At 
that time I had no idea 
where God wanted me 
to go until six years 
later while attending 
the 2005 East Asia 
Regional Conference. 
I heard about the 

pioneering student ministry in Cambodia and 
felt a burden for this work. I started to pray 
about this and God gave me the conviction 
that this is the place He is calling me to. As 
I wanted to be more equipped before going 
to Cambodia, God gave me opportunity to do 
theological studies as a preparation to serve 
in Cambodia. I pray that I will be able to 
give my best to the students, churches, and 
people in Cambodia. 

THE BOND 
OF LOVE 
WE SHARE 
IN CHRIST

inset on the right). All in all, 
every member of the family 
enjoyed the fellowship and 
was reminded of the beauty 
of Christian fellowship.
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p r a y i n g 

for Yulius before he leaves for Cambodia
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The Chinese Work annual Big Family Gathering was held on 17 
October at Church of the Good Shepherd. Approximately 135 
people, comprising staff, students and alumni gathered to witness 
and count the blessings we have received from our Lord through 
the student ministry all these years.

 The theme for this year’s gathering was Together on the Heavenly 
Path. We were reminded that every one of us, no matter who we 
are or what stage of life we are in, we share the same identity 
as children of God serving our Lord wholeheartedly on this 
heavenly path. The theme was highlighted in the sharing given by 
our speakers. Sister Yi Ru, a fresh graduate, used 1 Corinthians 
15:1–2 to remind us to hold  firmly to the faith that we believe 
in. Josephine Ng and Jeremy Lim both shared how the CF was 
instrumental in building their faith, character and attitude towards 
serving. All these have been turned to blessings in their church, 
work place and even in their family life. Rev. Tan Fook Shun, in his 
talk, prompted us to reflect on whether our work is a response to 
God’s call in our life. We were encouraged to have a heavenward 
perspective as we serve Him together while on earth. Our eyes are 
to be fixed on Christ, the Author and Perfecter of our faith. Besides 
the sharing from the speakers, it was very encouraging to see how 
each CF and alumni took charge of different responsibilities to serve 
one another, resulting in a very meaningful fellowship. 
Praise, honour and glory to the name of the Lord!

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 

which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are 

saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 

Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2

Joyce Sune / FES Staffworker



People always nod in agreement 
whenever I say, “I believe that God 
has put me in Singapore, in NUS, for 
a specific reason.” Now as I reflect on 
it, the statement in itself is okay, but 
I have been looking at it in the wrong 
way. It has always been about me, and 
God is just there to bring me closer to 
my ambition.

However, when we look closer into 
the Bible, God has always specifically 
called and set aside a people for His 
own purpose and His own glory. 
Reflecting on this, I tried to take off my 
human-centric spectacle and wear the 
God-centric spectacle. Then, I tried to 
ask myself again, “For what reason has 
God put me in Singapore?”

Singapore is a globalised city-state 
with almost 5.5 million people 
from various cultural backgrounds. 
It is a powerful player in Southeast 
Asia’s economy with a GDP of S$ 
93.9 million. However, there is also 
a ‘hidden’ side of Singapore that is 
less impressive – the Little India riot; 
the existence of homeless people; 
and the 422 people who committed 
suicide in 2013.

FES National Conference 2015 
(NC15), with the theme People of 
God, People in Singapore, aims to 
trigger our hearts and minds into 
actions for Singapore. It is planned 
to run parallel with the Singapore 
Jubilee celebration (commonly 
known as SG50). Looking at Leviticus 
25 can give us some examples of 
God’s design of Jubilee for Israel 
when they settled in the Promised 
Land. Through NC15, I pray that 
we can learn together about God’s 
design for us in this land called 
Singapore, using the momentum of 
the Jubilee to do so.
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NC15 itself is designed to be a series of events 
spanning March to November 2015. We will begin 
with an Equipping Conference, where we will 
have Bible expositions, workshops, discussions, 
and dialogues. The workshop groups will continue 
having sessions throughout the year under a 
mentor that is an expert in his or her field, while 
incubating ideas for projects both small and large. 
These projects, including some prepared national-
scale projects, will be the main bulk of our NC15, 
and will be known as Shalom Movement. Running 
parallel with the Shalom Movement will be Passing 
the Torch where we will share what we learnt at the 
Equipping Conference, and the ideas for projects 
that can be taken up by the CFs. Once we have done 
these projects, we plan to have a time of Reflection 
and Inflexion in November.

Stephen Haniel Yuwono 
/ NC15 Chair / NUS, Chemistry, Year 4

MARCH -  OCTOBER

+ THEME TALKS ON 
PEOPLE OF GOD, 
PEOPLE IN SINGAPORE 
BY REV. DR MARK 
CHAN (DIRECTOR OF 
CENTER FOR STUDY OF 
CHRISTIANITY IN ASIA)

+ DIALOGUE AND 
CONVERSATION 
WITH MR CHAN CHUN 
SING (MINISTER FOR 
SOCIAL AND FAMILY 
DEVELOPMENT) 

+ 18 INCUBATOR 
WORKSHOPS
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R e f l e c t i o n
&  I n f l e x i o n

P a s s i n g 
t h e 
t o r c h

s h a l o m 
m o v e m e n t 

Although this plan seems ambitious, I personally feel that this is the right 
direction for us to take. We are in a strategic position to really think about 
Shalom and do something about it in Singapore. Isn’t it beautiful to see us, 
hailing from different countries and cultures, uniting in prayer, fellowship, 
and action to bring Shalom into Singapore? It might just be like what Jesus 
prayed in John 17:20–21, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as 
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.”
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On 16 August 2014, the FES National 
Student Council (NSC) gathered for a 
one-day Leadership Camp held at the 
FES Conference Room. The camp was 
attended by Christian Fellowship (CF) 
leaders and representatives from all 
the FES-affiliated CFs. It was a great 
opportunity for CF leaders to meet 
their peers from different polytechnic 
and university campuses. Each 
campus has its own set of stories, 
blessings, and challenges.

The camp started with a ‘praise and 
worship’ session led by Jerry from 
SIM SCF. This was followed by the 

first session, Leadership Training, when 
we watched three videos and then 
discussed leadership traits. The most 
memorable video for me was “2+2=5”. 
In that video, there was a teacher who 
taught a false dogma, which was signified 
by 2 plus 2 equals 5. All the students 
found that dogma strange. One of the 
students confronted the teacher and 
insisted that 2 plus 2 equals 4. The video 
raised a question: When the majority, 
even intellectual ones, says something is 
true, does it mean it is the truth? A leader 
has to be brave to stand up for the truth, 
even willing to be persecuted for his faith. 
Sometimes the leader may not be able 
to see the result of his actions. He may 
have changed someone’s life or thinking 
without knowing it. That video taught me 
to be persistent and to stand firm for the 
truth. Sometimes when I am engaged in 
certain things, I can be very enthusiastic 
about it. When I do not see immediate 
results, I feel discouraged. It’s a reminder 
that our God is a process-oriented God, 
not result-oriented. 

P h o t o g r a p h s :
1. NSC Council. First row, left to right: 

Jolene (SP CCF), Veena (NUS ISCF), 
Luanne (JCUS CF), Samuel (NTU-CF), 
Priscilla (NTU-CF); last row, left to right: 
Niel (NTU ISCF), Tak Shun (NUS CVCF),  
Benjamin (NUS VCF), Jerry (SIM SCF), 
Mandino (TP SCF), Yang Jun (NTU 
CCF), Hanyi (Associate Staff)  

2. At the Laser Tag Game 
26
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The second session was Prophetic 
Community: how CFs should act 
as prophets on their campuses; to 
read the times and discern God’s 
direction for us. One statement 
that struck me was, “Cry for the 
campus”. Are there situations that are 
not ideal on campus? Is there any 
injustice? What aspects on campus 
are contrary to God’s desire? What 
saddens you when you think of your 
campus? Our task is to cut through 
the deception on campus and expose 
any pretence or ignorance. However, 
even after we realise that there are 
certain things to lament about, it is 
scarier if we do not grieve for them. 
One thing that grieves me about 
NUS is the students’ obsession with 
learning, and how students can be 
kiasu (having a selfish attitude as we 
are afraid to lose out) to obtain good 
grades without necessarily showing 
interest in the knowledge itself. I 

want to redeem this 
mindset. 

In between the two 
sessions, we played 
a game of laser tag. 
It was interesting 
to see how leaders 
coordinated and 

strategised with each other 
during the game. It was also 
entertaining as some of us 
forgot about our strategically 
laid out plans and resorted to 
shooting on sight!

We ended the camp by 
electing the next NSC Exco: 
Chairperson: 
Priscilla Jamir (NTU-CF); 
Chinese section 
representatives: 
Caroline Lay (SP CCF) and 
Fung Tak Shun (NUS CVCF); 
English section 
representatives: 
Benjamin Foo (NUS VCF), Glen Goh 
(SP ECF) and Samuel Chi (NTU CF); 
Indonesian section 
representatives: 
Andersen Soeharto (Curtin) 
and Veena Salim (NUS ISCF).

Besides gaining insights into 
leadership traits, this one-day camp 
has also empowered us with a new 
perspective. I marvel to see how 
God works across the campuses. 
His guidance and direction for each 
campus shows how creative our God 
is. Lastly, I would like to challenge 
readers to reflect: What grieves you 
on campus? What grieves you in 
Singapore? Every little thing that you 
do has an impact!

P r a y  f o r :
• guidance and wisdom from God 

in determining what we can 
do together as a council and in 
discerning His direction for us

• all the leaders to lead their CFs 
with a Christ-centered perspective 

• the CF members to be more 
sensitive to issues on campus and 
be motivated to explore ways to 
tackle these issues

Veena Salim / NUS ISCF Chair /
Biomedical Engineering, Year 4
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During my recent school semester break, 
I attended the National Tertiary Discipleship 
Camp 2014 held at Asia University, Taichung, 
Taiwan. This camp was organised by the 
Taiwan Campus Evangelical Fellowship 
(CEF), a member movement of IFES. 
The main purpose of this camp was to 
empower tertiary students in Taiwan with 
the knowledge and wisdom to go out to the 
world and be salt and light for the Lord. Out 
of the 191 participants at the camp, I was the 
only one from Singapore. 

For the first three nights, Rev Zhuang Xin 
De spoke to us from the book of John. He 
emphasised the importance of reading God’s 
Word daily and be fully immersed in the 
Word in order to understand it. Rev Zhuang 
also shared a few real-life stories on the 
attitudes of young people towards serving 
God. Through the stories we realised how 
important it is to lead a God-driven life and to 
seek Him in everything we do.

On the afternoon of the third 
day, we had an outdoor praise 
and worship session. My initial 
reaction was, “What?! Praise and 
worship under the hot afternoon 
sun?!” 

I walked slowly to the field but 
upon reaching it, I was amazed to 
see the spectacular scene before 
me. In front of the huge field, there 
was a big, period-style building with 
dragonflies flying all around us. 
God blessed me and I forgot all the 
worries that I had earlier. I simply 
enjoyed God’s presence and sang 
praises to Him. During the praise 
session, I was very encouraged by 
the testimony of a fellow student 
who shared on how the Lord helped 
her, in many ways and through 
different people, to share the gospel 

with others. 

On the fifth day, 
I attended a two-
hour workshop 
where I learnt to 
share the Gospel 
through simple 
visual illustrations. 
We spent the first 
hour rehearsing 
with our partners. 
Then, we had to 
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put what we had learnt into practice. 
After walking around for a while, we 
approached a group of dancers who 
were practising a hip-hop routine. They 
were very friendly and invited us to 
have a chat with them. During our 40 
minute conversation, we shared our 
testimonies with them and they in turn 
shared their life stories with us. At the 
end of it, we managed to lead them in 
a prayer. Praise the Lord!

After this discipleship camp, there are 
quite a few changes in my life. Two 
weeks before the camp, I was caught 
up with completing my assignments 
and actually stopped doing my daily 
devotions. After hearing Rev Zhuang’s 
sermons, I made a commitment to 
read the Bible everyday no matter how 
busy I am. I am glad to say, I have 
been reading the Bible everyday for 
five consecutive weeks and counting. 
I believe, by the grace of God, this 
commitment will continue to stay with 
me forever! I would like to encourage 
all who are reading this to join me in 
this commitment to read one chapter 
of the Bible every day. If you are 
willing to give some of your time to 
God, He will definitely use your life to 
do even greater things! Cavell Chan Yi Han / Singapore 

Polytechnic, Diploma in Music and 
Audio Technology, Year 1

P h o t o g r a p h s
1. Cavell (front row, second 

from right) with his camp 
group, Group 19 (there were 
21 groups in total). The man 
standing at the back row, 
extreme left, is our group 
councillor.

2. The outdoor praise and 
worship session

3. On the last night, all the 
group councillors dedicated 
a song to us. 

4. The simple illustration that 
can be used to help us share 
the Gospel.

1

I sincerely thank FES for giving me the 
opportunity to go overseas for such a 
great experience. I learnt a lot during 
the camp. I’m also thankful to my CF 
staffworker, Kevin Chia, for helping me 
with the preparations and accompanying 
me throughout my trip.

the Gospel.

2
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BIBLE 
EXPOSITION
O U R  AW E S O M E  G O D
Dr Daniel Bourdanné, the IFES General Secretary, was 
the speaker for the morning plenary ‘Our Awesome God’. 
He reminded us that in our age and time, slavery is still 
very common. People are enslaved by false ideologies, 
discrimination and by the very technology we invented. 
We are carving our own idols in this broken world. God 
has anointed us, just as in Isaiah 61, to go out and set the captives free. We 

should never feel inadequate to do God’s work as He is a great 
God who grants His servant gifts to do all the 
necessary good works (as in Exodus 31). If 
you feel a burden in your heart, pray and don’t 
be intimidated by the task. It may seem huge 
and impossible but we have an even ‘bigger’ 
and infallible God.

The world God has perfectly created is broken 
and crying out. People are in constant conflict 
with each other and some, in their greed, 
carelessly destroy the environment. Are we 
going to be bystanders, adopting just the 

view of ‘not of the world’, or should we be more 
involved in word and deed? In John 3:16 we 
read that God loved us even when we were so 
broken and sent His Son to redeem us. We, as 
vessels for God’s outpouring love, should be more 
involved with the unreached, underprivileged and 
hidden communities in Singapore. 

Peter Fu Ruiqi 
/ NUS, Chemical Engineering, Year 2

cccccapapapapappa tittittiitiiveveveveveevesssss frfffrfffrf eeeeeeeee WeWeWeWeWWWW

E . P . I . C 
ENGAGING ,
PASSIONATE , 
INCARNATIONAL , 
AND  CHRISTLIKE
G E N E R A T I O N

O D E P I C

The IFES East Asia Regional Conference (EARC) 
2014, with the theme, Awesome God, E.P.I.C. 
Generation, was held at Port Dickson, Malaysia 
from 2–8 July. The conference sought to 
challenge us to reflect on the nature of our great 
and awesome God, and to respond by being a 
generation characterised by these four words, 
abbreviated to E.P.I.C – Engaging, Passionate, 
Incarnational, and Christlike.

29 students from various CFs and nine FES 
staffworkers were the Singapore representatives 
at EARC 2014. Below, some of them share their 
learning points and reflections with us.

C) 
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PLENARY SESSIONS
E P I C  R E - O R I E N TAT I O N
We are called to EPIC re-orientation – a re-
focusing of our lives; examining our Christian 
walk thus far; practicing diligence in our 
holiness and walk with God, and the need 
to spur each other on. In repentance, I had 
to examine my actions, attitudes, decisions 
made, relationships and friendships, giving 
them up to the Lord. I also repented for often 
not recognising His hand at work and His 
sovereignty over my life, and consequently for 
ignoring the call to a greater urgency in the 
work He has set out for me.

The next step regarding re-orientation would 
concern us acknowledging our position as 
children of the light living in Singapore. Do 
we take our Father’s love for granted and are 
we afraid to move out into the fields where 
the harvest is plenty? Indeed do we love Him 
enough, because if we do, then sharing God’s 
love and His message should come naturally. 
We need to re-orientate our lives by placing 
Jesus at the centre, seeking His kingdom and 
will in humility, and then truly we can say that 
we love Him.

It is my prayer that with such re-orientation, 
we will walk ever more closely with our 
Father, and move into the areas of need, 
redeeming people for Christ, accomplishing 
the work our Father has laid forth. May we 
be ever closely connected with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in Asia, ever praying in 
humility, acknowledging our weaknesses and 
need for God, and may we walk and serve 
with urgency in the areas He has called us to. 

Aaron Chan Jun Xian 
/ NUS, Political Science, Year 3 

1. The conference logo 
is creatively placed 
on the stage

2. Dr DanielBourdanné, 
the IFES General 
Secretary 

3. Creative Scripture 
reading with mime 
before the Bible 
exposition

4. Opening Night 
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SMALL GROUPS
I am really thankful for the opportunity to 
attend EARC 2014 and also the privilege 
to be a small group leader. From this 
conference, I learnt the significance of 
stepping out of my comfort zone. Before 
this conference, I was worried about 
leading discussions, fearful that I would be 
at a loss for words. During the conference, 
God showed me that He is in control 
of everything. Words came out of 
my mouth naturally and I was glad 
that my group mates found our 
discussions beneficial. I found myself 
taking the initiative to share more 
than usual and encouraging others 
to contribute too. All these would 
not have happened without God. 
After a few days of warming up to 
one another, everyone was willing 
to share. One member wanted to 
use his music to praise God and 
another one desired to be a FES staff 
worker. Their passion for Christ really 
moved me and reminded me that 
even though we come from different 
countries, we are all children of God. 
I am glad I accepted the offer to be 
a small group leader. It’s all about taking the 
step of faith, and allowing the Holy Spirit to 
carry you through the obstacles you face.

On the first day, someone said that the 
conference was a family gathering for 
everyone. As we worshipped together in 
different voices, I see so much hope in this 
generation. We all have big dreams for the 
future. Yet what really caught me was the 
importance of first starting small. 

Jasmine Tay Si Min 
/ NTU, Mathematical Science, Year 2

“IF ANYONE SAYS OUR 
DREAMS ARE TOO BIG TO 
COME TRUE, TELL THEM 
OUR GOD IS BIGGER.” 

“IF ANYONE SAYS OUR

34
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WORKSHOPS
FA M I LY :  R E N O VAT I O N 
I N  P R O G R E S S
I attended the workshop about 
family and it dawned upon me that 
I never see my family itself as a 
ministry. I serve in a few ministries 
in my church, yet I neglected my 
parents who are non-believers. I 
keep saying that I want to spread 
the Gospel to them but most of 
the time I am not at home. Without 
spending quality time together how 
can they see the change in me 
because of Christ? This workshop 
really urged me to make some 
significant changes in my life if I 
want to see changes in my family.  

Jasmine Tay Si Min

Family is another possible mission 
field for those of us who did not 
grow up in a Christian family. If 
we can change how our families 
function, it – as the fundamental 
building block of the society – will 
change the whole nation. Let His 
work start within me and around 
me. The challenge to us is whether 
we are able to mend the broken 
relationships within our families, 
choose the right spouse and raise a 
godly family. 

Peter Fu Ruiqi

The small group time during 
morning devotions and after each 
plenary session was another 
occasion when I felt that our world 
desperately needs God. Besides 
enjoying the food and trying to pick 
up a few simple greeting phrases 
in our different languages, it was 
a time of sharing and grieving. We 
shared not just the story of our 
lives but also the stories of our 
movements. Christian life is difficult. 
Some of our brothers and sisters 
cannot even declare that they are 
Christians in their own country. 
We, with our finite strength, can 
do nothing but pray – pray that our 
awesome God will, in His infinite 
power, comfort the broken-hearted, 
sustain the oppressed and bring His 
good work to completion. Through 
hearing these struggles, I’m once 
again reminded of how fortunate 
I am in Singapore and how much 
more we can do with the freedom 
God has granted us here. 

Peter Fu Ruiqi

P h o t o g r a p h s
5. Jasmine (third from the left) 

with her group
6. Prayer requests of the various 

countries in Peter’s group
7. The Singapore participants     

at EARC
8. Table booth for FES depicting 

Singapore as a multicutural 
society   35
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Last academic 
year, I was one of 
the coordinators 
responsible for 

organising our annual CF camp. As we did 
not have much time for planning, we did 
not involve other committee members, 
who were mainly Year 1 students, in the 
main decision-making matters. This resulted 
in the Year 1 students feeling isolated from 
the decision-making process. The workshop 
reminded me of the importance of helping 
our juniors grow in Christlikeness through 
the ministry and not to merely focus on 
having a well-organised event.

The speaker also shared two important 
qualities a Christian leader should possess. 
A Christian leader should have a vision 
of ‘what could be’, and the perseverance 
to pursue it. As I pondered on this in the 
context of my CF, I observed that when 
we are given an opportunity to take 
responsibility over a certain part of the 
ministry, not many of us, including myself, 
are willing to do it. Is this because we do 
not have a vision from God; we are not 
seeing things from God’s perspective; 
or we are too focused in pursuing our 
personal ambitions?

Christian George Emor
 / NUS, Chemical Engineering, Year 4

L E A D E R S H I P  VA C U U M
Mr Alex Nanlohy, the speaker at the 
workshop defined leadership vacuum 
as a condition whereby there is a 
gap between a senior and a junior 
leadership which could threaten the 
continuity of a Christian body. 

To avoid a leadership vacuum from 
occurring, we need to give sufficient 
time for leadership transition to 
take place. Looking at the biblical 
examples of Moses–Joshua and 
Paul–Timothy, the following points 
are helpful when nurturing a new 
generation of leaders in a ministry:
1. Help the future leaders to know 

God and teach them how to 
listen to God (Num. 11: 28).

2. A good transition of leadership 
requires a lot of time. Leaders 
should be open to share their 
life with future leaders and also 
to trust that God is at work in 
nurturing future leaders 

       (2 Tim. 2: 2).

P h o t o g r a p h s
9. Christian (extreme 

right) with his group
10. Aaron (extreme left)) 

with some of his small 
group members
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I R R E C O N C I L A B L E 
D I F F E R E N C E S ?
This workshop dealt with the 
seemingly intractable differences 
among mankind, including differences 
in political values, family culture, 
religious practices and beliefs.

There are two points we should 
note from the outset. Firstly, God 
has always intended for diversity. 
He desires for people from every 
tribe, nation, and tongue to worship 
Him and be reconciled to Him. The 
second point would be a warning for 
us Christians to take heed that we 
ourselves need to be reconciled to 
God, recognising that it is He who 
first loved us; it is He who allowed for 
reconciliation through Christ. 

Perhaps the most important part 
would be the application – that 
is the mandate of the ministry of 
reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:18–19 
(NIV) says: All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: that God was 
reconciling the world to Himself 
in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And He has 
committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. This clearly means we 

need to embrace our role as agents of 
reconciliation, telling people about the 
love of Christ and the reconciliation He 
brings, and to do it in such a way that 
people may see God’s love in us. 

What does this all mean for us as 
Christian students in Singapore? One 
of the issues brought up during the 
workshop was that of homosexuality. In 
a certain institution in another country, 
the Christian fellowship had been forced 
to take a stand on whether they would 
allow for a student group advocating 
homosexuality as a lifestyle on campus. 
This is an issue Singapore society and 
Christians are grappling with as well. 
While condemning would certainly not 
be Christlike behaviour, it would not be 
right to approve of such a lifestyle either. 
And if we are to bring the ministry and 
message of reconciliation, what exactly 
should we be doing? Can we make our 
stand and yet be a light?

One key lesson gleaned from this would 
be that Christian students need to 
engage these issues, seeking God’s will 
on them. We need to first be discussing 
among ourselves and praying together 
about the challenges in our society, 
perhaps even pre-empting them, 
and after seeking God’s heart for the 
situation, form a collective response. 
I believe that as we pray and engage 
on the frontline, our perspective on 
differences will change. Simultaneously, 
we will acquire the wisdom and 
capacity to love, and bring about 
reconciliation through the message of 
being reconciled to God. 

Chan Jun Xian Aaron 
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One reflection raised 
at our last national 
movement meeting 
was the lack of 
questioning and the 
lack of grieving. This 
came as a response to 
the numerous ‘Stand 
in the Gap’ sessions 
where students were 

constantly questioning their movement, 
their nation, and even God, amidst the 
corruptions and disasters they face. By 
very sharp contrast, Singaporeans have 
nothing much to question – no disasters, 
no corruption – perhaps no need for God. 
Obviously we cannot implement disaster 
and random corruption, but we can perhaps 
couch some of our daily struggles as 
Singaporeans in the language of disaster 
and corruption, and do more to reveal 
our own participation in the disaster and 
corruption of other nations. The practice 
of questioning and inquiry should factor 
heavily into our ministries and work with 
the students. We need to cultivate again 
the desire to seek and to ask, for without 
this passion we will be unable to intercede. 

Jeremiah Goh 
/ FES staffworker

Often, in the midst of the 
challenges and difficulties 
faced, we tend to lose 
confidence and belief in 
God, who leads us on His 
mission. Instead, we contain 
Him in a box, give in or 
are overwhelmed by the 
challenges. This confidence in 
God for who He really is must 
be recovered, for without it 
we will deter and surrender. 
Having this confidence will 
give us the strength and hope 
needed in our ministry, as 
testified by history.  

Darryl Andriyan Putra 
/ FES Staffworker

I was encouraged to see the cheerful and humorous side of some of the 
more experienced staffworkers from other movements. Although they 
have served with many tears through the years, they still rejoice and have 
hope in the Lord. They fix their eyes on God with faith and courage even 
though they are not able to understand God’s plan, especially when they 
see the difficult times Christians are going through in their own country.  

Joyce Sune 
/ FES staffworker38

P h o t o g r a p h s
11. The Singapore participants 

during the fi nal night
12.    Spontaneous forming of 

huamn train by excited 
EARC perticipants
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THE MISSION OF GOD AND THE TASK OF THE CHURCH
Integral Mission and the Great Commission
    

ENGAGING THE CAMPUS
Faith and Service in the Academy

CHANGING TIMES, UNCHANGING WORD

What do we understand by integral mission and how do we connect 
it to the Great Commission? Is mission a specialist activity just for 
a selected few? If the church exists for the sake of God’s mission, 
then mission is for every member of the whole church. 

May this small book, spark off conversations and initiatives that will 
lead to greater integration and alignment of the tasks of the church 
with God’s mission.

F R O M  T H E  B O O K S H E L F

(FES Singpore, 2014)

Bobby E.K. Sng (Jointly published by Bible Society of Singapore 
and FES Sinagpore, 2014)

Christopher J.H. Wright (FES Singapore, 2014)
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What does it mean to engage the whole campus for Christ? Do we 
have the biblical foundation to this vision? Is engaging the campus 
an elitist ministry? What are the challenges faced and possible blind 
spots discovered as we practise our faith and serve in the academy?
This book brings together:
perspectives on engaging the campus by 
•   Terence C. Halliday and Vinoth Ramachandra;
•   a response by Yvonne Choo from the East Asia context;
•   a sharing of a personal journey by a Singaporean student, 
     Zeng Hanyi.

Changing Times, Unchanging Word is a collection of articles, 
sermons and talks spanning almost 50 years of ministry and 
engagement which will delight both those familiar with Dr 
Bobby Sng’s legacy as well as those discovering afresh his 
lucid, energetic and thoughtful exposition of God’s unchanging 
Word in a changing world.

Drawing from lessons of history, philosophy, law, culture, 
medicine and above all, his deep knowledge of the Bible, 
Dr Sng clearly demonstrates the working of God’s hand in 
shaping our world, while reminding Christians to make a 
difference in all spheres of human endeavour.



We thank God for the 10-odd people who have been 
regularly attending our CF meetings every Tuesday night. 
Of this number, half of them are Year 3 seniors who will 
be graduating by the end of this semester, and only two of 
them are newcomers. Our subcommittee originally started 
with six people, but we are now left with four. This change 
does not matter; we press on with our Lord’s protection 
and providence. 

Our vision has always been Hebrews 12:2: “Fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” However, we have a new theme this year, “United 
without Barriers”; we created this theme in the hope that 
we will not build barriers around ourselves and that we will 
accept our fellow brothers and sisters as a family does. 

FIXING OUR 
EYES ON JESUS

C o l o s s i a n s 
3 : 1 4

A n d  o v e r  a l l 

t h e s e  v i r t u e s , 

p u t  o n  l o v e , 

w h i c h  b i n d s 

t h e m  a l l 

t o g e t h e r  i n 

p e r f e c t  u n i t y.

S P  E C F  S u b - c o m m i t t e e
(left to right): Glen, Esther, Kevin 

(Staffworker), Cavin, Leal  

P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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The past five months have been a 
challenging and yet enriching time 
of growth. During this period, I have 
come to know myself better and am 
empowered to make changes in myself 
for the sake of the gospel. Pray for me 
as I continue on this life-long journey 
of learning to depend on God, spend 
more time in His Word and not get 
caught up with the busyness. 

Sometimes I tend to forget that it is a 
people ministry that I am serving in, 

• Thank God for the outreach work done in the previous semester 
when the CF came together to bless the students of Singapore 
Polytechnic with 2000 files during the examination period. 
Through this project we have a greater understanding about the 
gospel and the work of evangelism.

• Pray that we will continue to strive towards this goal of being 
“united without barriers”, seek Him and believe in Jehovah Jireh, 
our God who provides.

• Thank God for the faithfulness of the members who have been a 
source of encouragement to the sub-committee members. Pray 
for the sub-committee to remain strong and for the CF to press 
on in the semesters ahead of us.

• Pray for the spiritual growth of the CF and our desire to reach 
out to our family and friends with the love of God.

T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R

Glen Goh / SP ECF Chair /
Clean Energy Engineering,  Year 2

P R A Y  F O R  O U R 
S T A F F W O R K E R

K E V I N  C H I A
serves as staffworker to SP ECF 
and SIM SCF.

not a system. Pray that we, the student 
leaders – of both SP ECF and SIM SCF 
– and I will aspire to move from simply 
‘doing’ to really loving those we lead in 
the fellowship.

Pray for me as I work with the students 
of both SP ECF and SIM SCF especially 
in the area of Scripture engagement. Pray 
for open minds and teachable hearts so 
that Scripture engagement will become a 
habitual and natural part of us. It is easy 
to get distracted and overwhelmed with 
the other responsibilities we have on our 
plate. But as the Lord commissioned us 
to “make disciples of all nations”, may we 
all be willing to give time.

Please also pray that the student leaders 
will be able to manage their time and do 
well in their academic studies.
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Recently we 
celebrated two 
years of God’s 
faithfulness and 
goodness towards 
JCUS CF since it 
started in 2012. 
Throughout these 
two years, we 
have seen many 
members joining 
and leaving, with 
students’ lives 
changed, renewed 
and transformed.

We have 15 to 20 
regular members 
during our weekly 
fellowship meetings, with members of 
different nationalities (e.g. Singapore, 
Papua New Guinea, Myanmar, and 
Indonesia) coming together to worship 
and study the Bible. Special events are 
also scheduled every semester that 
expose our members to the needs on 
campus and in Singapore. 
 
Our CF vision for 2014 is “To be salt and 
light on campus through the equipping 
of every JCUS CF member with the 
knowledge on missions”. Our desire is for 
members to understand the importance 
of God’s call to missions, learn skills that 
will prepare members for the mission 
field, and gain opportunities to be involved 
in local missions. 

P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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I thank God for the diverse 
demographics in JCUS CF, with 
members of different nationalities 
and denominations. This diversity 
has allowed me to see the wider, 
beautiful picture of Christianity and 
how every part of the body is indeed 
equally important in God’s kingdom. 
 
As our school’s semester is short, we 
see members entering and exiting 
every semester. This makes it difficult 
for members to commit as workload 
increases every week as the 
semester progresses. Additionally, 
there are always new members with 
each semester’s intake, and it is a 
challenge to integrate new members 
before the semester ends. 

1  T h e s s  5 : 2 5  B r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  p r a y  f o r  u s .

J C U S  C F e r s   at their  2 n d  b i r t h d a y 
c e l e b r a t i o n  with their staffworker 

May Lan (front row, fi rst from right).



Pray that I may continue to be 
instrumental in the process of 
moulding students’ and graduates’ 
lives towards Christlikeness, and 
be obedient to God’s call for me 
in my life in student ministry. Pray 
also for tenacity and perseverance 
to press on when I encounter 
setbacks or disappointments. 

There will be potential ministry 
opportunities when JCUS moves 
to a new campus at Sims Drive 
in February 2015, with an even 
larger intake of students. Pray for 
God to lead the CF and FES in this 
matter.

Pray for good health, joy and 
stamina to continue in the Lord’s 
service.

Pray also for the salvation of my 
parents and family members.

• Thank God for His guidance 
even as the CF continues to 
grow and glorify Him! 

• Pray for continued favour from 
the school upon the CF and 
her activities.

• Pray for the committee to 
have wisdom as we plan and 
lead the CF. Pray also for the 
CF structural framework to 
stabilise so that there will 
be a consistent supply of 
new student leaders for the 
campus ministry in the midst 
of a short and intensive school 
curriculum.

• Pray for our Christmas 
outreach this year end, that 
God will pave the way and 
open the hearts of JCUS 
students 

T H A N K S G I V I N G 
A N D  P R AY E R

Tan Li Min Luanne  / JCUS CF Chair /
Bachelor of Psychology, Year 3 LIVES CHANGED,  

RENEWED AND 
TRANSFORMED

P R A Y  F O R  O U R 
S T A F F W O R K E R 

S I A H  M A Y  L A N
is a Senior Staffworker of FES, serving 
with JCUS CF and FES Missions.
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W e l c o m i n g 
a new intake of students
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The NTU Chinese CF (NTU CCF) 
has around 30 members who 
meet regularly for their large 
group Fellowship Meeting and 
small group Bible Study. This 
year, the CF theme is A Heart-to-
Heart Walk with the Lord.

Thank God for:
• His wonderful providence. There 

were times when we felt like 
giving up when we thought 
certain ministries had reached 
a dead end. Yet, His Word was 
a timely reminder and lovely 
encouragement to us. 

• Guiding us through our planning for 
the current academic year. During 
the Welcome Week, we were 
blessed with new learning pointers, 
new friends and a last minute 
confirmation of the venue.  

We currently face challenges in the 
following four areas: 

C H A L L E N G E S  FA C E D 
A N D  P R AY E R  P O I N T S

T H A N K S G I V I N G

N T U  C C F e r s  v o l u n t e e r i n g 
a t  W i l l i n g  H e a r t s 

Yang Jun is at the extreme right.

 A n  O u t r e a c h  T a l k

P R A Y E R  P O I N T

1 .  W o r s h i p : With the increased 
academic workload and higher 
participation in Co-Curricular Activities 
for points to stay in the Halls, many 
of us are experiencing burnout. One 
big challenge this year will be to 
focus on our communion with God 
and on Scripture engagement. Pray 
that we will be consistent in our 
prayer life and in reading the Bible; 
that we may always discern and 
listen to God’s voice amidst our many 
distractions; and we will live and 
serve in awe of Him

2 .  F e l l o w s h i p : We lack 
opportunities to connect and 
fellowship with one another outside 
of our planned activities. Pray for us 
that we may be accountable to each 
other in our spiritual life and be an 
encouragement to each other in living 
out the Scripture. 



A HEART-TO-HEART WALK WITH THE LORD

Thank God for the team of 
student leaders at SP CCF and 
their passion for His Kingdom!
Pray for the present batch of first 
and second year students who 
are equally passionate to take 
up the helm of the CF in a few 
months time. To God be all glory!

Thank you for 
your prayer support.

Lim Yang Jun 
/ NTU CCF Chair 
/ Chemistry and Biological 
Chemistry, Year 4

P R A Y  F O R  O U R 
S T A F F W O R K E R

L A I  S Z E  K H I O N G 
is staffworker to NTU CCF as well 
as Singapore Polytechnic Chinese 
CF (SP CCF). He is also the Head of 
FES Chinese Work.

Thank God for the year which 
has been tiring, but fruitful, in 
more ways than one.

Please pray for my mother as 
she copes with a few health 
issues. Pray also for my wife 
and me, that God will grant us 
strength and good health as we 
manage the situation.

Thank God for His sustenance 
in leading the Chinese Work 
team. Pray for wisdom, grace 
and love as I lead the team 
forward to where God directs.

A  M i d - A u t u m n - c u m - b i r t h d a y 
celebration. Sze Khiong, NTU CCF 

staffworker, is standing fi rst from the right.
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3 .  D i s c i p l e s h i p :  Currently, 
the number of freshies exceeds 
that of the seniors, as many of 
the latter are away on overseas 
exchange programmes, 
attachments or are busy 
with Final-Year Projects. As a 
result, the involvement of the 
freshies this semester has been 

overwhelming. 
Pray that they 
will be able to 
manage their 
heavy study 
workload. 
Pray for all of 
us that we 
may humble 
ourselves to 
learn and have 
the wisdom in 
guiding each 
other to walk 
with the Lord.

4 .  E v a n g e l i s m :  We 
are always preoccupied 
with busy schedules 
and our own desires. 
Pray that we may be 
salt and light to the 
world, engaging the 
community with our 
lives. May the Lord 
shape us to be a 
channel of blessings 
to the community, and 
that we may always 
be reminded of the 
urgency and importance 
of spreading the gospel.



ENGAGE THE WHOLE UNIVERSITY FOR CHRIST

NUS ISCFers at a  B o n d i n g  s e s s i o n 

P R A Y E R  P O I N T

groups were formed and we are still 
searching for two small group leaders 
for another four students.

Our focus this year is to improve on 
the areas of mission and evangelism. 
The challenge before us is to have a 
better grasp of what integral mission 
means and how to engage the whole 
university for Christ. We had sessions 
to build up our convictions in these 
areas and to equip ourselves to be 
involved in mission. We organised 
a blessing week when we gave out 
small gifts to marginalised people on 
campus: the cleaners, security staff, 
and construction workers. We also had 
a session where we discussed about 
boy-girl relationships and shared the 
Christian perspective on relationships 
with our non-Christian friends. 
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The presence of NUS ISCF has been 
a blessing to many NUS Indonesian 
Christian students. Our main activity 
consists of weekly fellowship and 
small group meetings. In the weekly 
fellowship, we come together to praise 
and worship God, and listen to His 
Word. The backbone of our ministry lies 
with the small groups, where members 
can have accountability friends and 
grow together. 

Early in the semester, we were worried 
as not many freshmen attended our 
weekly fellowship meetings. During the 
session when we wanted to introduce 
the small groups to the freshmen, only 
one freshman came. However, we 
praise God that after contacting the 
freshmen who came to our Welcome 
Tea, fifteen of them joined the small 
groups, bringing the total number of 
members to 61 people. Four small 

wwereree ffformm ddddedde aa ddndnddd wee ara e stttiilililllll

Adrian (fi rst from left) with 
some of the ISCFers

h 



• Thank God for His guidance in the planning and execution of our activities.
• Thank God for the new members whom He brought to NUS ISCF.
• Pray for wisdom for the Exco as they consider and plan the programme 

for the next semester.
• Pray for the members to continue to grow in Christlikeness.
• Pray that God may motivate us and provide us strength to be salt and light 

on our campus

T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R

P R A Y  F O R  O U R 
S T A F F W O R K E R

A D R I A N  
N U G R O H O 
is staffworker to NUS ISCF and the 
pioneering ministry at Management 
Development Institute of Singapore 
(MDIS). He also oversees the 
production of the Indonesian 
Ministry bulletin, Pistos.

In January 2015, NUS ISCF will 
celebrate 15 years of ministry. Pray 
that as we look at the quality of the 
alumni that we have nurtured during 
their student days, we may reflect 
and evaluate the ministry holistically 
and respond accordingly. 

I am thankful for the pioneering work 
at MDIS. Currently there are around 
15 students attending the weekly 
fellowship and more student-initiative 
is being cultivated. I am humbled to 
know that God really takes care of 
this small fellowship and pours out 
much love and warmth among the 
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members. Pray for the students to 
genuinely grow in maturity in Christ 
and be equipped to be salt and light 
during their short time on campus.

During these three and a half years 
of being in full-time ministry, I have 
found that God is interested in 
moulding me into Christlikeness 
as much as He is calling me to 
serve Him. I am deeply thankful 
to God for the holistic growth that 
I have experienced through FES, 
especially in terms of friendship 
and knowing more about myself 
and my gifts. Please pray for an 
area of focus, if necessary, in 
the next phase of my staffwork. 
Pray also for God’s guidance as I 
consider developing my interest in 
the area of integrating theology and 
economics or psychology.

Veena Salim / NUS ISCF Chair / 
Biomedical Engineering, Year 4

t 

Venna (bottom left) and the rest of the Exco at the  
E x c o  t r a i n i n g  c a m p



From late September to early October, Yvonne Choo (Associate General 
Secretary) and Chan Sook Ching (Senior Staffworker) visited Korea Inter 
Varsity Fellowship (KIVF) and Taiwan Campus Evangelical Fellowship 
(CEF) respectively to study the staff recruitment, orientation and training 
processess in these IFES member movements. Pray with us as we look 
into ways to develop and strengthen these processes in our own context.

KIVF new staff 
training – learning 
in community

 A CEF new staff 
training session

Chan Sook Ching 
ship (KI

Sook Ching (fourth from left) with some of the staff from Taiwan CEF

r, Yvonne Choo (Ar Y onne Choo (

S T A F F  N E W S
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$  A N D  S E N S E

 

1. For January to October 2014, FES faced an accumulated deficit of S$71K. 
2. Contribution droped by 15% compared with the same period in 2013.
3. The financial deficit is alarming as it could impact FES’ capability to pay 

the 2014 AWS for our staff.

(JAN-OCT)
Surplus / (Deficit)

BUDGET ACTUAL

Income

Expenditures

$ 1, 601.46

$ 1,111, 660.97

$ 1, 113, 262.43 $ 932,103.52

$ 1, 003, 331.93

($ 71, 228.41)

BUDGET ACTUAL

INCOME

EXPENDITURES

Notes:

$ 1,200, 000

$ 1,000, 000

$ 800, 000

$ 600, 000

$ 400, 000

$ 200, 000

$
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When I look at the names of the people 
on the FES donor list, I often ask myself 
why they have faithfully been on this 
list for years, and for some, decades. 
What does FES have in our ministry 
that compels them to remain as our 
supporters? For some of our donors, 
I can recall several times in the past 
when we went through difficult times 
together for the sake of student work in 
FES. Not only did they give financially, 
but they also availed much of their time 
and energy for the ministry. Why should 
they do that?

This reminds me of a sweet and 
prominent thought in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians: Partnership in the Gospel.  

Paul writes a very intimate letter to the 
Philippians. In the thanksgiving section, 
as well as throughout the letter, he 
expresses his joy because of their 
partnership in the Gospel. The word 
“partnership” used by Paul is koinonia. 
In some English translations, the word 
“fellowship” is used. However, koinonia 
means more than mere fellowship. 
Koinonia basically means sharing 
something together or partnering 
together for a common purpose. This is 
an expression of closeness or intimacy 
in which there are many things being 
shared in common.

Paul mentions at least four areas 
throughout the letter in which the 
Philippians are called to partner Paul in 
the Gospel.

The first area is the invitation to partner 
Paul to stand for the Gospel. In Philippians 
1:7, Paul mentions that the Philippians 
have been “the partakers ... of grace … 
in the defence and confirmation of the 
Gospel”. Also in verses 1:27–28, he calls 
the Philippians to “[stand] firm in one spirit 
with one mind striving side by side for the 
faith of the Gospel” and to wholeheartedly 
“let your manner of life be worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ”. Knowing that Philippi is 
a colony of the Roman Empire, and most 
of the Philippians are Roman citizens, Paul 
challenges their allegiance by showing that 
the way they should live is for the Gospel, 
and not for the Roman Empire. 

Secondly, as there are many opponents of 
the Gospel (as described in 1:12–16), the 
partnership is also to suffer for the Gospel 
(1:29–30; 4:14). Thus, Paul calls them not to 
be frightened, but instead believe that they 
are also granted “not only [to] believe in Him 
but also [to] suffer for His sake” (1:29). 

Thirdly, Paul’s plea is for the Philippians 
to partner him in praying for the Gospel 
(1:19). Paul encourages the Philippians 
to pray for him as he is confident that 
“through [their] prayers and the help of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ”, it will turn out for his 
deliverance. Take note that Paul probably 
wrote this letter when he was in jail. In other 
words, Paul believes that God will use the 
Philippians’ prayer for him while he is in 
captivity to help him persevere. How much 
Paul appreciates the prayer ministry!

G S  D E S K

IN ALL MY PRAYERS FOR ALL OF 

YOU, I ALWAYS PRAY WITH JOY 

BECAUSE OF YOUR PARTNERSHIP 

IN THE GOSPEL FROM THE FIRST 

DAY UNTIL NOW (PHIL. 1:4–5).
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Lisman Komaladi
/ General Secretary
LLLLLLLLL
////////

Lastly, Paul also acknowledges the Philippians’ 
partnership through their giving (4:15–18). He 
stated that no one in the Macedonian church had 
been involved in “giving and receiving” (4:14), 
except them. Though he is very grateful for their 
gifts, he seems to distance himself from relying on 
the material gift, saying, “Not that I am speaking 
of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content” (4:11).

Stephen Fowl in Philippians: Two Horizons New 
Testament Commentary noted that Paul never 
thanked the Philippians directly for their gifts, as “to 
do so would invoke social conventions concerning 
reciprocity and the status of Paul and the 
Philippians.” In the Greco-Roman world, expressing 
thanks for a gift would bind the receiver to pay with 
some sort of reciprocal act and even could risk 
damaging the relationship between the giver and 
the receiver.

Therefore, Fowl argues that Paul, instead, tactfully 
writes his appreciation of their gift in 4:10–20 by 
relating it to something that is “congruent with the 
Gospel, in ways that recognize that the partnership 
Paul and the Philippians enjoy is founded, enabled, 
and maintained in Christ.”

Similarly, here and now, with much thanksgiving for 
your partnership in the Gospel in past years, let us 
continue to:
  Stand for the Gospel
        Suffer for the Gospel
            Pray for the work of the Gospel

   Give materially for the cause of the Gospel.
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