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On 7 March, we kicked off NC2015 with 
an Equipping Conference held at the 
Singapore Institute of Management, 
where we:
• listened to theme talks by Rev. Dr 

Mark Chan (Director, Centre for the 
Study of Christianity in Asia, Trinity 
Theological College) 

• had a dialogue and conversation with 
Minister Chan Chun Sing (Minister for 
Social and Family Development) 

• attended one of 18 incubators 
(workshops) aimed to engage 
students to imagine God’s shalom for 
Singapore, and to spur students to 
bear tangible fruit

• viewed exhibits set up by the 
various CFs, local social causes and 
organisations

• prayed and fellowshipped with fellow 
CFers from other campuses.
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O P E N I N G : 

S I N G A P O R E  W O R K O U T

T H E M E  T A L K  S P E A K E R 

R E V .  D R  M A R K  C H A N

E X H I B I T I O N 

During his first theme talk, Rev. Dr. Mark Chan kept on 
emphasising that who we are, shapes what we do, and 
the nature of what we do depends on who we are. As 
the people of God, we have the responsibility to proclaim 
the excellencies of God and strive to be holy. All this was 
a reminder to me, as a follower of Christ, not to live a 
double life of a follower and of a non-follower. Looking at 
how I am living now, I see that I am unsure of who I am 
based on the things that I do. I go to church every Sunday 
and I have regular Bible study and devotions. Other than 
this, I feel that I am only giving my “leftovers” to God. 
But now, I am learning day by day to give God my best 
though all I have is from God. 

He who gives attention to the word will find good, And 
blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. – Proverbs 16:20

Engage students 
to imagine 
God’s shalom for 
Singapore, and to 
spur students to 
bear tangible fruit
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The two theme talks by Rev. Dr Mark Chan made 
me re-think my role as a student here in Singapore. 
Although I am an international student, the fact that 
God placed me here in this country means I have 
an equally vital role to play in living out His Word 
and more importantly being 'contextually rooted' 
in our faith and 'incarnationally embedded'. He also 
quoted from another source that “the only way for 
the world to know that it is being redeemed is for 
the church to point to the Redeemer by being a 
redeemed people.” All this is truly easy to say in 
words, but are we willing to go all out for Him as 
people of God in Singapore? 

Listening to Dr Tan Lai Yong, I was very moved by 
his heart for God and for the people around him. I 
was challenged to see the importance of lifelong 
learning, where he said, "There are different things 
through how you can grow: reading, prayer, music 
etc., but you must grow". He really opened my 
eyes to realise how short our time is on earth, 
and how we need to effectively continue to be a 
testimony of God to the people around us.

Charmaine Quek Sue Wen 
-

SIM - University at Buffalo 
Communication, Year 2
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... living out His Word and 
more importantly being 
‘contextually rooted’ in our 
faith and ‘incarnationally 
embedded’



What stood out for me personally was the incubator I 
attended that focused on the historical church in an Asian 
modernity. It was very relevant to society today and I 
managed to take home some important points that were 
shared during the workshop itself. I also enjoyed listening to 
the other participants as they were very engaging as well. 
However, I felt that the workshop duration was too short for 
in-depth discussion on the topic as a group. Hopefully we 
can have some follow-up sessions on this topic in the future! A
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... are we so caught up with our lives that we 
never learn to empathise with the suffering of 
others, or even the suffering within ourselves? 
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Samuel Cho
- 
 
NTU 
Biological Science, Year 3

I’ve learnt so much from NC2015. Minister Chan Chun 
Sing’s reminder to live out our faith and Dr Tan Lai Yong’s 
honest and open sharing about his ministry were, in 
a sense, a fresh call to place everything at the foot of 
the cross. I was especially touched by his story on the 
teardrop divide ... are we so caught up with our lives that 
we never learn to empathise with the suffering of others, 
or even the suffering within ourselves? Through this 
conference, I was also challenged to bring the culture of 
hospitality back to my CF, so that we can be a blessing 
to all around us.

I N C U B A T O R : 

H I S T O R I C A L 

C H U R C H  I N  A N 

A S I A N  M O D E R N I T Y



Debby Madeline
-

LASALLE College of the Arts
Design Communication, Year 2

I discovered that the focus 
of my life, and the focus of 
my service towards God, 
had shifted to become 
‘me-oriented’ or ‘other 
people-oriented’ instead of 
God-oriented

O R G A N I S I N G 

C O M M I T T E E

O F  N A T I O N A L 

C O N F E R E N C E 
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The past months had been a hectic and discouraging 
time in my fellowship. But at NC2015, I was delighted 
to find different CFers from various campuses and 
sections, sharing and encouraging one another in 
the ministry. I realise that each CF, though having her 
uniqueness and strength, will still have her own set 
of struggles. I was amazed to see how these CFers 
are still very thankful for they believe that everything 
that they have today is only possible by God’s grace. 
I discovered that the focus of my life, and the focus 
of my service towards God, had shifted to become 
‘me-oriented’ or ‘other people-oriented’ instead of 
God-oriented. As I realised this and was reminded 
of my identity as His child and our identity as His 
people, I was challenged to come back to Him and 
make Him my one and only focus. 



I came to the conference seeking a renewed sense 
of spirituality, to find out what it means to be still and 
to seek God in quietness. How do we take a step 
back and see God as the center of everything that 
we do? Perhaps quiet time with God is one thing, 
but it is another to develop an attitude of awareness 
towards God. Over the years, I’ve come to realise that 
spirituality is not confined to the realm of the soul, but 
I am learning that it is all-encompassing. Our habits, 
and the manner we go about our daily activities affect 
the condition of our inner being, and how we see God. 
Perhaps we sometimes see our quiet time as a respite 
from our daily rush. I used to ask God to sustain my 
A-type personality throughout the day. Perhaps, life 
should be directed from within, and from God above. 
When our soul is awakened to God, our passions and 
talents would then come alive. Only then can we 
be used by Him. Like David wrote in Psalms 57:8, 
“Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken 
the dawn.”
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Perhaps, life should be 
directed from within, and 
from God above. When 
our soul is awakened to 
God, our passions and 
talents would then come 
alive. Only then can we 
be used by Him.

Daniel Lau graduated 

from NTU in 2011 and 

currently works as a 

Mechanical and Electrical 

Engineering Consultant. 

D R  T A N 

L A I  Y O N G 

I N T E R A C T S 

W I T H 

S T U D E N T S

I N C U B A T O R : P A C E  O F 

L I F E ,  R E S T ,  A N D  S P I R I T U A L I T Y



I attended the workshop on social entrepreneurship and learnt 
how it can solve some societal woes by helping the less fortunate 
people in Singapore. Looking at my life, I have been so engrossed 
with my daily activities that I have completely neglected this 
group of people. Through the workshop and theme talks, I also 
realised that my efforts, no matter how small, will not only help 
others in need but will also glorify the Lord's name.
 
From Dr Tan Lai Yong’s talk, I was reminded about our duty and 
responsibility as Christians to spread the Word of God to others 
and to do it in such a manner that engages non-Christians. For 
example, instead of holding a Gospel rally which is attended by 
50 Christians and only one or two non-Christians, we could have 
a basketball game or a movie session as this would give us more 
opportunities to interact with our friends after the game or movie.
 
I believe that having the correct motive to do things will be the 
greatest challenge that I will face. It is easy to talk about what we 
can do or plan to do, but the difficulty is with how and why we do 
it. As a Christian, we must constantly question ourselves about 
our own motives, to ensure that we do it all for God and not for 
ourselves.

What are some of the lessons I learnt at NC2015?
• The Christian life should be an integrated life, without a 

secular-sacred divide.
• As students we tend to focus too much of our thoughts 

on our studies, future career and how we can enjoy life. 
As a result, we make little effort to care for others and 
even God. On my part, I need to work at re-organising 
my priorities, integrating God into every aspect of my 
life and learning to offer hospitality to the people around 
me.

• We are not created to just live our own life, but to make 
a positive impact on others and ultimately, glorify God. C
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Linus Goh Hua Xuan
-

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Accountancy, Year 3
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Seeing Christian leaders in their respective fields engaging their world for Jesus 
Christ in the forefront exemplifies what it means to be faithful. A couple of points 
that summarises what I have learnt at NC2015 are:

1) To be a faithful steward of our time, talent and resources.
This resonates in my heart as a student leader. We are first called to our studies. 
The people that God has placed in our lives and the responsibilities that we are 
entrusted with, we ought to do our best to take care of them.

2) As a people of God, we are called to redemption. But first, we must  
    know our identity and blessings in Christ.

Knowing who we are gives us the confidence and authority to engage every 
social sphere to bring the Shalom of God into where we are.

The challenge before us is transferring what we know into action, not out of duty 
but out of our conviction in God. As students, the constant struggle would be 
juggling between schoolwork and ministry. As the load only gets heavier, we need 
to rely on the strength and wisdom of God in all our doing.

Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. – Psalm 127:1

Chia Bing Xun 
-

James Cook University Singapore 
Psychology, Year 3
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The Christian 
life should be 
an integrated 
life, without 
a secular-
sacred divide B
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Let’s take a break
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2 .  N AT I O N A L 
P R O J E C T S

There are three 
National Projects 
that students can 
participate in:
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A T  T H E  C L O S E  O F 

T H E  E Q U I P P I N G 

C O N F E R E N C E , 

W E  W R O T E  O U R 

P L E D G E S  T O  G O D 

O N  O R I G A M I 

P A P E R ,  F O L D E D 

T H E M  I N T O 

A E R O P L A N E S 

A N D  F L E W  T H E M . 

T H E  P E R S O N 

W H O  P I C K E D  U P 

A N  A E R O P L A N E 

W I L L  B E  P R A Y I N G 

F O R  T H E  O N E 

W H O  W R O T E  T H E 

P L E D G E  O N  I T .
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The learning process and discussion 
of the ideas of People of God, People 
in Singapore is not confined to just the 
Equipping Conference participants. 
We wish to pass the flame to all the 
campuses and CFs in Singapore. 
Practically, a group of students and 
student leaders will visit various 
campuses to listen to the ground and 
respond accordingly. Our prayer is that 
the respective campuses will grow, 
learn, and be inspired by the NC2015 
main theme (Identity and Responsibility 
of the People of God) to do various 
projects locally and contextually for their 
respective campuses. This will take place 
during the next six to eight months. 
 
As of now, some confirmed Passing the 
Torch schedules are as follows: 
8 April @ JCUS CF
10 April @ SKETCH (NAFA-LASALLE) CF
and 7 May @ Curtin ISCF. 



C A M P U S  R E P O R T

18

From 8–11 December 2014, both the NTU English Christian 

Fellowship (ECF) and Indonesian Students’ Christian 

Fellowship (ISCF) held their annual camps at Majodi Centre, 

Johor, Malaysia. Though it was coincidental that both CFs 

planned their camp to be held at the same time and place, 

it turned out to be a blessing in that they could ‘share’ their 

resources by having the games and workshops together.



35 students attended the NTU-ECF camp, which 
had the theme, The Dilemma. The camp aimed 
to provide an opportunity for students to delve 
deeper into the Word, mostly through Hosea, 
to discover the complex character of God and 
perhaps for some, to question the assumptions 
they have formed about God’s character. 

19

Personally, the camp got me to rethink and 
rediscover the character of God. There were two 
main lessons I’d learnt. The first was that I couldn’t 
understand His love. Particularly, as much as I 
have experienced and continue to experience 
His love and grace wash over me daily, I cannot 
understand why He would choose to create us 
and love us so deeply. Why would the God of all 
the Earth continue to wrestle with me and draw 
me back to him despite my constant failures and 
tainted heart? This somewhat illogical love is a 
love I cannot wrap my head around and yet am 
immensely thankful for. 

The three main components of the camp were the 
theme talks, Inductive Bible Study (IBS) sessions 
and workshops. In the theme talks, Dr Kwa Kiem 
Kiok, a lecturer at East Asia School of Theology, 
brought us through the Book of Hosea to uncover 
the dilemmas God faced with His people as they 
continued to disobey Him time and time again. 
Then, campers also attended two IBS sessions, 
which were geared to equip students with skills and 
methods on how to study the Bible. Last but not 
least, each camper was also able to choose two out 
of the four workshops available to better understand 
specific topics or issues. 



Secondly, I learnt that God’s character is so complex 
and there is so much more to discover about Him. As a 
Psychology student, I was amazed and excited as the 
complexities of God’s character unfolded in the Book 
of Hosea. We see a God who is jealous and angry, yet 
who loves, feels and hurts deeply for His people. He 
seems to be somewhat “inconsistent” (at least to my 
limited human mind) across different situations. As I 
thought of the range of emotions that humans feel, I 
realised that God as the creator of these emotions is 
probably a much more dynamic and complex body of 
emotions. He is a living, pulsating, complex Person. 
I happened to be reading The Pursuit of God by A.W. 
Tozer at that time and the words of Tozer started to 
resonate so much with me as I studied the Bible 
during the camp. Tozer argues that while “the modern 
scientist has lost God amid the wonders of His world, 
we Christians are in real danger of losing God amid 
the wonders of His Word.” If we have to consistently 
invest time, effort, as well as our mental and emotional 
capacities to understand another person with all the 
complexities of their personality, what more our Father 
in Heaven – the creator of all personalities? 

Secondly, I learnt that God’s character is so complex 
and there is so much more to discover about Him. As a 
Psychology student, I was amazed and excited as the 
complexities of God’s character unfolded in the Book
of Hosea. We see a God who is jealous and angry, yet 
who loves, feels and hurts deeply for His people. He 
seems to be somewhat “inconsistent” (at least to my 
limited human mind) across different situations. As I 
thought of the range of emotions that humans feel, I
realised that God as the creator of these emotions is
probably a much more dynamic and complex body of
emotions. He is a living, pulsating, complex Person.
I happened to be reading The Pursuit of God by A.W. 
Tozer at that time and the words of Tozer started to 
resonate so much with me as I studied the Bible
during the camp. Tozer argues that while “the modern 
scientist has lost God amid the wonders of His world,
we Christians are in real danger of losing God amid 
the wonders of His Word.” If we have to consistently 
invest time, effort, as well as our mental and emotional 
capacities to understand another person with all the
complexities of their personality, what more our Father
in Heaven – the creator of all personalities? 

These two lessons are different but connected. 
Ultimately, having received God’s love and grace 
does not mark an end, but the start of a glorious 
pursuit – the child’s joyful exploration of the 
infinite riches of the Heavenly Father. As Tozer 
puts it: “To have found God and still to pursue 
Him is the soul’s paradox of love.” 

Claire Tan
_

NTU, 
Psychology Year 2
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OF 

THE

H O L I N E S S

P U R S U I T
The NTU-ISCF camp, with the theme The Pursuit of Holiness, 
had 25 participants in all. The main sessions focused on the book 
of Haggai. The Word of God came to the prophet Haggai some 
15 years after the Jews returned to Judea from their captivity in 
Babylon. In the first chapter of Haggai, God reproved the Jews 
because the house of God was left in ruins while the Jews were 
busying themselves with their own house. God told the Jews 
to examine their present condition and informed them that the 
draught that was happening then was God’s warning to them. 
Our main speaker, Rev. Petrus Budi Setyawan, a former FES 
staffworker, shared that we tend to prioritise our own comfort at 
the expense of honouring God. Moreover, although sufferings are 

not synonymous to punishment from God, God sometimes uses 
sufferings and difficulties as messages to warn us of our sins. In the 
second chapter, God warned the Jews that if their lives are sinful, 
God would not be pleased with their offerings and whatever they 
do. The speaker gave us ways to help us avoid falling into sin. The 
most important thing, he pointed out, is our love for God and how 
much we appreciate the grace He has given us. 

21
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On the last night of the camp, when we had a 
Dedication Service, we were given time alone after the 
sermon to reflect on the messages preached during the 
camp and respond to them by making commitments as 
a step of faith. Each camper wrote their commitments 
on a piece of paper, which was then put in a sealed 
envelope and submitted to the committee. The 
committee will return these envelopes to the campers 
at the end of this academic year to remind the campers 
of the commitments they had made during the camp.

In addition to the theme talks, we also had sessions 
where campers were divided according to their 
year of study to learn more specific topics, as well 
as workshops and games that were combined with 
campers from NTU-ECF. It was a good opportunity for 
campers from different sections of NTU-CF to get to 
know each other. 

One of the most important moments during the camp 
was when we gathered in small groups at the end of 
each day to share and discuss what we learnt during 
the day. These group sharing sessions also gave us the 
opportunity to openly share our struggles. I pray that 
as a result of this camp, the campers can draw closer 
to God and encourage each other in our journey of 
pursuing holiness. 

On the last night of the camp, wh

a step of faith. Each camper wrote

at the end of this academic year to remind t

p g

p

g g p

 H O W On the last night of the caOn the last night of the c
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7  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5  /  D R  V I N O T H 
R A M A C H A N D R A  A N D  H I S  W I F E  K A R I N

As part of FES' effort to increase its 
engagement with the whole of the 
university, FES and NUS Varsity Christian 
Fellowship (VCF) jointly organised a dialogue 
and vision casting session to explore what 
it truly means to engage the whole of the 
university. We were privileged to have the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (IFES) Secretary for Dialogue and 
Social Engagement Dr Vinoth Ramachandra 
and his wife Karin to share with us their 
views on university engagement. The event 
which was held on 7 January 2015, hosted 
faculty members from various tertiary 
institutes (NUS, NTU, SMU, and SIM), 
postgraduate and undergraduate students 
from NUS and NTU, representatives from 
Graduates’ Christian Fellowship and some 
FES staffworkers. 

C A M P U S  R E P O R T

23
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In his sharing, Vinoth likened the 
university context as two analogies 
– a lake, as well as a bridge. The lake 
represented the ecosystem of the 
university, with the people of the 
university making up the marine life 
– the fishes, plants and other water 
creatures. Typical Christian witnessing 
by churches was compared to 
fishermen who fish from the lake, 
catching the fish into their various 
churches. Yet Vinoth suggested that 
it was just as important to release 
the fish back into the lake, to interact 
with the other fish. This is because 
the fish released back into the lake 
understood the ecology of the lake 
(i.e. university context) the best, and 
are best equipped to reach the other 
fishes, resulting in the flourishing of 
marine life in the lake.

The bridge analogy likened Christian 
witness to building bridges across a 
river and travelling between the banks 
of a river. Both actions involve being 
able to understand both sides of the 
bridge, and also being able to move 
back and forth between both banks. 
Students and staff in the university 
must be able and equipped to move 
back and forth, balancing both the 
Christian perspective and also the 
university context. At the same time, 
they are to build bridges between 
the two – in other words, living in the 
Word and also living in the world as 
salt and light. Additionally, Christians 
on campus can take part in Christ’s 
work of reconciliation, building 
bridges between the church and 
academia, across academic, ethnic, 
and cultural divides. Conversations and 
perspectives in the university can be 
redeemed by the gospel, with Christ 
as the integrating factor, providing a 
Christian interest in academia and the 
whole university. To do this, Christians 
are to be equally at home in terms of 
academic expertise and the Word of 
God, yet most of us compartmentalise 
our faith from our work in the university.
 



The discussion also identified many 
struggles faced by academics 
and students alike. For example, 
being sensitive to other religious 
groups on campus, and maintaining 
professional relationships with staff 
and students in order to prevent 
criticisms of favouritism. Similarly, it 
is important to recognise the context 
within Singapore – that often there 
is a need to maintain “harmony” 
between groups, as well as the 
various needs of the students and 
staff on campus. Pastoral concerns, 
evangelism and developing a 
Christian worldview are all relevant 
issues that ministries on campus 
face. Indeed, there is still much work 
and thought required in fleshing out 
what engaging the university means, 
and also in imagining how academics 
and students may play integrated and 
effective roles in this engagement.

As a parting point, Vinoth shared four 
tangible ways in which academics 
could do in engaging the university:

1. Uphold Christian integrity, moral 
responsibility and humility in their 
work and academia.

2. Retain the wonder and reverence 
in God and His creation, and 
transmit the passion of learning 
and discovering to students in 
their respective disciplines.

3. Teach fundamental courses, but 
also expand on the students’ 
perspectives in these courses, 
e.g. the history and development 
of scientific facts that students 
learn about.

4. Identify passionate Christian 
students and give vision and 
guidance to them, challenging 
them to go and be something 
different on campus.

Vinoth also shared on how students are able to 
challenge and engage their Christian professors 
as well, by asking questions such as:

1. How does being a Christian influence the 
way you teach?

2. How does being a Christian influence what 
fields of research you choose and how you 
do research?

He further encouraged the students to invite professors to be 
part of their conversations and engagement with the university.

It was definitely exciting and encouraging to see professors and 
students alike interested and passionate about engaging the 
university for the glory of Christ. There is much work to be done 
on campus, and we’re looking forward to the possibilities ahead!

Benjamin Foo
-

NUS 
Engineering, Year 4
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From 26–31 Dec 2014, 
NUS VCF held their AnnTIC 
(Annual Teach-In Camp) 
at El Sanctuary campsite 
in Malacca. The theme of 
the camp was Challenge 
Accepted! We were very 
privileged to have IFES 
Secretary for Dialogue 
& Social Engagement Dr 
Vinoth Ramachandra, and 
his wife, Karin, speak to us 
from five passages from 
the Gospel of Luke.

The theme of Challenge 
Accepted! focused on 
the ministry and service 
of Jesus, in the way He 
challenged social norms 
and boundaries, as well 
as the way he loved and 
reached out to the poor, 
the captive, the blind and 
the oppressed, as seen in 
Luke 4. He also challenged 
the spiritual rulers, the 
religious authorities and 
the self-righteous of His 

time, yet He did so in truth and love. Finally, Jesus 
also presents a challenge to us as his disciples, to 
follow His example in the lives that we live, being 
salt and light where God has placed us. 

With that in mind, the camp highlighted many 

C A M P U S  R E P O R T
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issues that the campers resonated with and are 
passionate about, and many of our eyes were 
opened to the brokenness around the world – 
poverty, exploitation, oppression, marginalisation, 
etc. During the camp, we were challenged to see 
(the issues), grieve (over the issues), hope (in the 
hope we have in Christ), and be (salt and light to 
these issues). On the final day, we challenged 
ourselves individually and as a group to a 30-day 
challenge – to “be” in areas that we feel God 
is leading us to work in, and on 6 February, we 
plan to come together and review how these 
challenges have turned out.

The following is a reflection from one of the 
freshmen who attended the camp:

“Last year, after the first announcement about 
AnnTIC was made, I started hearing a lot of stories 
about the camp from my VCF seniors and it raised 
my expectations for the camp. I have to say that I 
was not disappointed during those six days. 

The first thing that caught me off guard was how 
intensive it was. I was warned by my seniors that 
it was purely a Bible study camp, but I guess you’ll 
have to experience it first hand to fully understand 
what that means. A typical day would include 
devotions and IBS workshops in the morning; our 
selected workshops in the afternoon; with singing, 
theme talks and group sharing to end off the day. 
There was something to absorb at every session 
and within a day, I could experience a whole range 
of emotions. It was quite taxing, but certainly in a 
good way.

CHALLENGED TO 

SEE
THE ISSUES

GRIEVE 
OVER THE ISSUES

HOPE 
IN CHRIST

BE 
SALT & LIGHT 

TO THESE ISSUES
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Besides the Wor(th)ship and Social Media workshops that 
I attended, the theme talks by our invited speakers, Vinoth 
and Karin, really impacted me as well. Vinoth challenged 
us on how we view certain things, such as the way 
churches work and our view on baptism. I wouldn’t say I 
fully agree with some of his views, but I felt it was good to 
question these issues and not just follow blindly. Some of 
his thoughts opened new perspectives for me, which are 
beneficial. 

During one of the theme talks, the points he brought up 
on prayer was quite impactful. Sometimes when we pray 
to God, we forget that besides being God, he is also our 
Father, thus we can share everything with Him. Be it our 
vulnerability, our joy, our struggles or our pain. Sometimes 
we can even argue with Him, but His love is unconditional 
and He will never reject us. It’s very easy to hide from God 
when we are messed up because we feel that we should be 
right when we come before God. But it’s really when we are 
messed up that we need God the most to put us right again.

Furthermore, our prayers oftentimes tend to be focused on 
the things we want to ask from God. But as we mature and 
grow closer to Him, we should ask God to turn the focus of 
our prayers to Him and His will. Instead of praying for what 
we want all the time, maybe it’s time to ask and pray as 
Jesus prayed, using the Lord’s Prayer as a guide, and let the 
Holy Spirit work His will through us.

The camp was really enriching and quite an eye-opener. My 
mind was stretched and perspectives were broadened. The 
people around me provided the best laughter and support I 
could have, and most importantly, the presence of God was 
truly felt in the camp. I am really appreciative of everyone 
who organised it and I can’t wait to see what’s in store in 
this year’s AnnTIC.”  
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People of  God, 
People in Singapore

Mark L. Y. Chan
Director, Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia

Trinity Th eological College

Th e theme, “People of God, People in 

Singapore” for this FES National Conference 

2015 is certainly appropriate as we celebrate 

our nation’s jubilee this year. As we look back, 

God has indeed been 

gracious to our nation. 

Th ere is certainly much 

that we – the people of 

Singapore in general 

and the people of God 

in particular – can be 

thankful for.

Many had contributed to the success of 

Singapore. Our founding fathers along with 

the pioneer generation – drawn from diff erent 

races, social and cultural backgrounds, and 

from diff erent religious faiths or no faith at 

all – joined their hands and sacrifi ced much 

to build this nation we now call home. 

Christians too had played their part. 

Coming from a range of backgrounds and 

occupying diff erent strata of society, they 

worked alongside adherents of other faiths 

in nation building. And they went about 

working for the common good of the nation 

not by setting aside their Christian faith 

and commitment, but by working out their 

faith within the social and geopolitical 

realities of life in our nation.

Every generation 

of God’s people must 

consider afresh how 

they might serve the 

purposes of God in their 

generation.  Who are we 

as the people of God? 

What are we called to do 

as God’s people in our society? Th e two 

questions are intertwined. Who we are 

tells us what we are to do in the world; 

and the nature of what we are to do in 

society is rooted in who we are. Identity 

and mission go hand in hand. Th ey feed 

into each another. Christian witness and 

engagement in the world is predicated on 

understanding of who we are. 

Or more precisely, whose we are. 

Knowing that we belong to God – that 

we’re the people of God – gives us our 

bearing. We start from here: rooting our 

Every generation of God’s 
people must consider 
afresh how they might 
serve the purposes of God 
in their generation.  

i

SPECIAL INSERT



identity in God. It is tempting in an age 

of activism to plunge straight into doing 

things, formulating strategies and rolling out 

programmes to impact our society. But doing 

must be grounded in being. Knowing who 

we are as the people of God not only gives 

us our identity, it also provides us a sense of 

purpose and a context for relationship.

In what follows, we will look at Scripture 

to understand what it says about being the 
people of God. Th e key question is: “Who are 

we as the people of God?” 

–

For many Christians, the expression, “the 

people of God” is simply taken as a synonym 

for the church. To be part of the church is 

to be part of the people of God. Th is is both 

true and yet not true. At the very least it is 

not quite accurate from a biblical standpoint. 

Th e question turns on when and where 

we think the people of God came into 

existence. If one accepts, as some do, that the 

‘church’ was birthed on the day of Pentecost 

in Jerusalem as recorded for us in Acts of the 

Apostles, then by this reckoning the people 

of God came into being only in the fi rst 

century. 

But then, one asks: what about Israel as 

the people of God in the Old Testament? 

Aren’t the Israelites the people of God as well? 

If so, in what sense then can we speak of Israel 

as the people of God while acknowledging 

at the same time that the Church too is the 

people of God? 

It seems to me that we need to bring 

together into a coherent whole the 

redemptive purposes of God in both the 

Old and New Testaments. We need to see 

the connecting thread that binds Israel 

the people of God in the Old Testament 

and the Church as the people of God in 

the New Testament. In short, we need a 

biblical theology of the people of God. 

Th e People of God is a central motif 

in Scripture. From the calling of Abram 

to the constituting of Israel as a people, 

through the establishment of the global 

body of Christ to the pronouncement at 

the end of the Book of Revelation, “He 

will dwell with them and they shall be his 

people” (Rev. 21:3), we’re confronted by 

two main characters in the Bible, namely 

God and his people. “I will take you to be 

my people, and I will be your God, and 

you shall know that I am the LORD your 

God, who has brought you out from under 

the burdens of the Egyptians.” (Ex. 6:7; cf. 

19:5; Isa. 43:20b–21; 49:6b). Th e entire 

history of the Bible is made up primarily 

of the accounts of God’s dealings with his 

people, and what God desires to do with 

all the peoples of the world through his 

own chosen people.

Let us look at a couple of key passages 

to get a sense of the trajectory of biblical 

teaching on the subject. 
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Th e People of God in Scripture
1. Creation, Human Fall and the 
Aftermath
We begin at the beginning, with creation. It 

was God’s intention at the dawn of creation 

to have the entire human race as his own 

people. As the Creator intended it, the earth 

would be populated by individuals made in 

his image, living in accordance with his will, 

and fanning out across the world to spread 

everywhere the glory of God. 

Th at plan however was disrupted when 

humankind, represented by Adam and 

Eve, decided to repudiate God. Sin was 

introduced into God’s good world. Th e 

early chapters of Genesis tell the story of the 

spread of sin and human rebellion. We fi nd 

there the account of the escalating crescendo 

of human violence and wickedness. 

Such was the rampant wickedness of the 

human race that the Lord God had to send 

the Flood in judgement. We know how the 

story turns out. Only the remnant of Noah 

and family and the gathered animals in the 

Ark were spared. 

In the aftermath of the fl ood, God renews 

his promise to creation, and human beings 

are once again blessed and commanded to 

“be fruitful and multiply and fi ll the earth” 

(Gen. 9:1). But the story takes another turn 

in the direction of human assertiveness, 

culminating with the account of the Tower 

of Babel in Genesis 11. Th ere we fi nd 

human self-assertion reaching its epitome.

When God saw the concerted ambition 

of the builders of Babel, he “confused the 

language of all the earth” and “dispersed 

them over the face of all the earth” (Gen. 

11:9). It is against the backdrop of the 

scattering of the peoples after the Babel 

story that we’re introduced to the calling of 

Abram in Genesis 12. 

Th e Lord God put into motion within 

history a plan to reverse the eff ects of sin. 

And this divine plan entails the calling, fi rst 

of a man, Abram, and then through him 

the calling to himself of a nation, Israel. 

Th e off spring of Abram will be the people 

of God. And through this nation will come 

one who will “crush” the head of the serpent 

(Gen. 3:15). Th e calling of Abram is thus 

the outworking of a redemptive plan that 

the Lord God alluded to right after the Fall.

2. Th e Covenantal Promises to 
Abraham: Genesis 12:1–3
Sandwiched between God speaking to 

Abram in verse 1 and Abram’s leaving in 

verse 4, we have the Lord’s speech, which is 

given in two parts. Both of these are given 

in the form of an imperative: “Go …” and 

“Be a blessing” (in the ESV, this is rendered 

as “you will be a blessing”). Without going 

into the intricacies of the Hebrew here, the 

thrust of the Lord’s word is clear: if Abram 

were to do as he is told, and if God were to 

do what he says he will do, the result will be 

blessing experienced by all the “families” or 

“peoples” of the earth.
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Th ere are allusions to the account of 

the Tower of Babel in this short passage. In 

contrast to the desire of the builders of Babel 

to make a name for themselves (Gen. 11:4), 

the Lord says to Abram, “I will make your 

name great” (2). Five times in the Babel 

narrative we fi nd the expression, “the whole 

earth” (11:1, 4, 8, twice in 9), pointing to 

the global ambition of the enterprise. Th at 

ended in confusion. But to Abram, the 

Lord promises blessing 

that will come to all the 

nations of the earth. 

Clearly what we have here 

is the Lord doing a new 

work to reverse the eff ects 

of human sin and self-

assertion. If humanity as a 

whole has failed God and 

is subject to God’s curse, then humanity as 

a whole must be reached by God’s blessing.

Th e Lord’s promises in Genesis 12:1–3 

are reiterated in Genesis 15, 17 and 22. Th e 

trajectory of God’s covenantal intention 

runs through these passages. To follow 

this, I recommend the superb treatment 

by Christopher Wright in his magisterial 

book, Th e Mission of God. Suffi  ce to note 

here is God’s expressed intention to bless 

the nations through the obedience of 

Abram. Th ere is a coming together of the 

universality of God’s intention to bless all the 

peoples of the earth and the particularity of 

his covenantal relationship with Abram. In 

God’s wisdom, he has ordained it such that it 

is through Abram and his descendant that his 

covenantal promises to bless the nations 

will be realised. Blessing is not bestowed 

automatically or mechanistically. Blessing 

fl ows only when Israel responds to God’s 

grace through covenantal obedience.

Th is language of God’s covenantal 

promises to Abram hovers in the 

background of the apostle Paul’s description 

of his Christ-centred ministry in Romans 

1:5, “to bring about the obedience of faith 

for the sake of his name 

among all the nations.” 

Paul’s goal in mission 

is rooted in his reading 

of God’s promises to 

Abraham. He points to 

the faith of Abraham in 

Galatians 3:8 as well, 

calling it “the gospel in 

advance” and makes reference once again 

to how all nations will be blessed through 

him. As far as Paul is concerned, to believe 

in Jesus as the Messiah of Israel and as the 

Saviour of the world is to enter into the 

blessing of Abraham. According to Paul, 

to be in Christ is to be in Abraham (Gal. 

3:28–29), and this is something totally 

independent of our social, ethnic or gender 

identity. 

Th e upshot of this is to underscore the 

point that being the people of God means 

being engaged in the outworking of God’s 

intention to bless all the peoples of the 

world.  God’s election of Abraham is for 

the purpose of his universal mission to 

reach the world. All who believe in Jesus 

Being the people of God 
means being engaged in 
the outworking of God’s 
intention to bless all the 
peoples of the world.  
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Christ are now part of the seed of Abraham 

and heirs of the promises made to him. Th ose 

who have been blessed are now called to be 

a blessing. Missional concern for the peoples 

of the world is thus part and parcel of what it 

means to be the people of God. 

In fact, as Chris Wright has shown, the 

skeletal message of Genesis 12:1–3, “Go 

… and be a blessing … and all nations will 

be blessed through you” is like the Great 

Commission of Matthew 28. Wright notes 

in his book, Th e Mission of God’s People:

When God set about his great project 

of world redemption in the wake 

of Genesis 12, he chose to do so not 

by whisking individuals off  up to 

heaven, but by calling into existence 

a community of blessing. Starting 

with one man and his barren wife, 

then miraculously transforming them 

into a large family within several 

generations, then into a nation called 

Israel, and then, through Christ, into 

a multinational community of believers 

from every nation – all through the 

story God has been moulding a people 

for himself. But also a people for others. 
“Th rough you … all nations.”1

 

3.  Redemptively God-like
If Abraham and his descendants were to 

be a blessing to the nations of the earth, how, 

one might ask, are they supposed to do this? 

1 Christopher J. H. Wright, Th e Mission of God’s People 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan: 2010), 73.

Genesis 18:19 provides an answer: “For I 

have chosen him [Abraham], that he may 

command his children and his household 

after him to keep the way of the Lord by 

doing righteousness and justice, so that the 

Lord may bring to Abraham what he has 

promised him.”

Th e Lord says that Abraham must teach 

his family the way of the Lord, commanding 

his children and his household to do 

righteousness and justice. Abraham has a 

responsibility to provide ethical education 

to his family that they might walk in the 

way of the Lord.

To be a blessing to the nations, we 

have to be a people who live by the ethical 

standards of the ways of God. Our ethics 

and our mission are inseparably bound. 

Election, ethics and mission come together 

in Genesis 18:19.

Interestingly, this call to ethical 

uprightness on the part of God’s people 

comes in the context of God’s judgment 

upon Sodom. It was against the backdrop of 

human depravity epitomised by the city of 

Sodom that we have the call to righteousness 

and justice.

When we look into the many stipulations 

within the Mosaic Law pertaining to how 

the society of Israel ought to be organised, 

we fi nd a basic social vision undergirding 

all the laws and regulations. We see this for 

instance in the strictures against exploiting 

workers and the limitations placed on the 

powerful, the clear guidelines on humane 

treatment of slaves and strangers, the 
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unequivocal regulations that every person 

should be given a fair trial, that everyone 

should receive the fruit of his labours, that 

women should not be taken advantage 

of because of their subordinate status in 

society, etc. Th ese laws refl ect God’s concern 

for his people. 

One example of this divine concern for 

human fl ourishing is the jubilee legislation 

in Leviticus 25. At the end of a cycle of seven 

sabbatical years, Leviticus 25:8–10 specifi es 

that in the fi ftieth year, there was to be a 

proclamation of liberty to Israelites enslaved 

by debts and a restoration of land to families 

compelled to sell during hard times. Th is 

was an economic institution in Israel that 

expresses concern both for the social life 

of Israel and the economic management of 

Israelite society. And it is wrapped up with 

the Lord’s commitment to the well being of 

the vulnerable in society. Th e willingness to 

stop farming in the jubilee year is not unlike 

the stipulation to desist from working 

on the Sabbath. In both instances, God’s 

people, by obeying God’s clear command, 

are demonstrating that they are prepared 

to trust God to look after them, even when 

they’re not working.

From the standpoint of biblical theology, 

we might say that the Jubilee regulations, 

along with the many stipulations on 

the ordering of life in Israel in the Old 

Testament, are anticipatory of the greater 

and the fi nal Jubilee that is the promised 

Messianic restoration at the end of history.

Meanwhile, God’s people are called to 

refl ect the priorities and concerns of God 

by living according to the ethical ways of 

the Lord. Th is is all the more needed in 

an age of economic injustice, where the 

powerless are treated callously and the 

powerful unrestrained in the exercise of 

their powers. Th e people of God today are 

to be characterised by a commitment to 

order their lives after the ethical standards 

of God. It means doing all that God desires. 

It means doing for others what God wants 

done for them.

4. Th e Story of Israel and the 
Church
From the nation of Israel and out of the 

womb of the Jewish faith came Jesus 

the Messiah, the incarnate Son of God. 

Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

and the explicit instruction of the risen 

Christ to “go into all the world and make 

disciples of all nations”, the possibility of 

reconciliation with God through Christ 

is now open to all peoples. One does not 

need to be a member of the people of Israel 

to be one of God’s people. 

Th is globalising of membership in the 

people of God is not so much a deviation 

from God’s covenantal arrangement 

with Israel as it is an outworking of his 

redemptive plan. Th e early Christians 

recognised this continuity. When Peter, 

Paul and the fi rst missionaries went out 

evangelising and calling pagan Gentiles to 

believe in Jesus, they did so by rooting their 
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own activity in the story of God’s dealings 

with Israel. When Paul went, for instance, to 

the Gentile city of Pisidian Antioch in Acts 

13, he went to the Synagogue and pointed 

the Jews there to their own story, that is, the 

story of Israel in the Old Testament. Paul 

said to them: “we bring you the good news 

that what God promised to the fathers, this 

he has fulfi lled to us their children by raising 

Jesus …” (Acts 13:32–33). 

In anchoring the gospel message of 

Christ in the Old Testament narrative, the 

early Christians were only doing what Jesus 

himself did. Recall how the risen Christ 

appeared to the disciples on the road to 

Emmaus and showed them from the Old 

Testament – “beginning with Moses and all 

the prophets” (Lk. 24:27) – how the story 

led up to himself. 

Signifi cantly, many of the New Testament 

descriptions of Christian believers are the 

same ones used to describe Israel in the 

Old Testament. One passage where this is 

clearly seen is 1 Peter 2:9, where we fi nd 

descriptions of the new covenantal people 

of God that echo descriptions of the old 

covenantal people of God.

5.  On Being God’s People: 1 Peter 
2:4–12

Th e fi rst letter of Peter was written to a 

people traumatised by historical and social 

events. Th ese early Jewish and Gentile 

Christians were emotionally drained. 

Th ey were still coming to terms with the 

destruction of the Jerusalem temple, which 

stood at the centre of Jewish life. With the 

temple destroyed, sacrifi ces were no more. 

Th ere was no Sanhedrin leadership to 

speak of. And their land was confi scated. 

You can understand why questions 

about the locus of God’s presence became 

paramount for these early Christians. 

Without the emblem of identity, they 

felt alienated by the social and political 

system of the day. Th ey suff ered alienation 

and incurred the displeasure of people 

in the larger society. It was to a people 

experiencing a sense of homelessness and 

wondering what God was up to that Peter 

wrote this letter of encouragement in the 

latter part of the fi rst century.

Th e readers of this letter were living 

in the fi ve provinces of Asia Minor (1:1), 

in what would be modern day Turkey. 

Th ey are called “elect exiles” (1:1; 2:11) 

(parepidemoi, a term denoting foreigners 

temporally dislocated from their homeland, 

e.g., traveling merchants, missionaries, 

refugees) and “resident aliens” (paroikoi), 
i.e., landless people from abroad who had 

recently taken up residence.

Two main ideas are expounded in verses 

4 to 10. Th e fi rst concerns two diff ering 

responses to Christ, described here as 

“living stone” and “cornerstone” (4, 6–8), 

namely those who have “rejected” him 

and those who trust in him. Th e second 

is on the spiritual nature of the Christian 

community (5, 9–10), which is described 

in terms that remind us of God’s dealings 

with Israel. 
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(a) Christ the rejected Living Stone – 

Christians, the apostle Peter says, come to 

the Lord, “a living stone rejected by men but 

in the sight of God chosen and precious” 

(4). Th e irony is unmistakable. Christians 

go to the one that men have rejected. Th e 

reference to the rejection of the “living stone” 

recalls Jesus’ parable of the vineyard and the 

tenants (Mt. 21:42; cf. Mk. 12:10–11; Lk. 

20:17). Th is is a recurrent theme in Peter’s 

preaching in Acts (2:22–36; 3:13–15; 4:10-

11; 190:39–42). Th e very one rejected is in 

fact God’s precious chosen.

In saying that Christ, the “living stone” 

was “rejected by men” yet “chosen and 

precious” in the sight of God, Peter reminds 

the Christians of Asia Minor that despite 

their being God’s “elect” (1:1) and God’s 

“chosen” (2:9), they can expect to be rejected 

by the world as well. We, who are “living 

stones,” will likewise be rejected by those 

in our world who “disobey the word” (8), 

those who stumbled over Christ and rejected 

him. Th e people of Christ will share in the 

suff ering of Christ. 

(b) Living stones built into a spiritual 
house – Th e spiritual house that is the people 

of Christ is a counter-cultural society, very 

diff erent from the world around. Verse 9 

begins, “But you …” In contrast to those 

who out of unbelief have rejected Christ the 

cornerstone, they’ve embraced the “living 

stone” and built their lives upon this solid 

rock. And as Christians enter into relationship 

with Christ (4), they’re being “built up as a 

spiritual house” (5).

As we come to the Living Stone, we 

become “living stones” ourselves. Th e life 

of Christ now courses through the soul of 

all who belong to him. Th e idea of living 

stones is intriguing. Th e two words don’t 

seem to belong together, do they? What 

could be more dead than stones? What 

could be less living than stones? Yet the 

two are brought together. 

What may be incongruous at a 

physical level is theologically astute and 

signifi cant. If there is any life in us, it is 

not because of anything innately alive 

about us, but because of the infusion 

of the life of Christ by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.

Th e description of “a spiritual house” 

formed by “living stones” is evidently 

that of a temple or place of worship. Th e 

words, “royal priesthood,” “off er spiritual 

sacrifi ces,” make this association clear. 

Peter is perhaps suggesting here that the 

old temple made of regular stones has 

now been replaced by a new spiritual 

temple, which comprises Christians 

(“living stones”) connected to Christ 

(“living stone”). 

One cannot claim to have a 

relationship with God and yet not be part 

of the people of God. To come to Christ 

is to be inducted into the community 

of Christ. To be born again, is to be 

born again into the family of God. Th e 

Christian faith is from start to fi nish 

irreducibly communal in focus. It’s never 

meant to be lived alone. It’s always meant 
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to be lived out in community. God doesn’t 

call and save us as individuals and then leave 

us to do our own thing. No, he calls us to 

himself and he calls us to each other. In 

short, he calls us to be a people.

Th e nature of this spiritual house is then 

teased out in a series of descriptive terms to 

designate God’s people. Th ese descriptive 

expressions in verse 9 are not original with 

Peter. Th ey were used since the time of the 

Exodus to designate Israel – “Now if you 

obey me fully and keep 

my covenant, then out 

of all nations you will be 

my treasured possession. 

Although the whole 

earth is mine, you will 

be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation” 

(Ex. 19:5–6).

(c) Chosen people – Th is expression is 

drawn from Isaiah 43:21. Peter picks up the 

words of Isaiah in his description of the new 

people of God: “… for I give water in the 

wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink 

to my chosen people, the people whom I 

formed for myself that they might declare 

my praise.”

What does it mean to be chosen?  To 

begin with, it means that humility and 

gratitude should be the distinguishing 

characteristics of the Christian community. 

When we recognise that the privilege of 

being God’s own is not because of our moral 

superiority or exemplary holiness (see Deut. 

7:7–8), or because we are smart or powerful, 

but because of God’s grace and God’s grace 

alone, how can we not be grateful? As 

one biblical scholar puts it, we are chosen 

people, not choice people.

To be a humble and grateful church 

means that there is no room for any form 

of entitlement theology that compels God 

to bless us. Th is is the attitude of those 

who, as it were, “throw the book” at God 

and demand that he keeps his promises by 

blessing them. It is one thing to stand on 

the promises of God, 

to take his promises 

seriously, and quite 

another to treat God as 

if he owes us a living.

A humble and 

grateful community is 

also one where there is 

an abiding sense of amazement and awe at 

God, at his world, at his work, at his word. 

Not a jaded cynicism that says, “Been 

there, done that,” but showing wonder 

like a child along the aisles of Toy-R-Us! 

Th is translates into an ethos and attitude 

of expectation. “I wonder what God is up 

to next in our community?”

(d) Royal priesthood – Th is description 

goes back to Exodus 19:6 – “and you shall 

be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.” All Christians are ministering 

priests. Th ey are priests in the sense that 

all who are in Christ now have access to 

the Father. Th ere is no need for any human 

intermediary. Th anks to the Reformers 

who reminded us of “the priesthood of 

... humility and gratitude 
should be the distinguishing 
characteristics of the 
Christian community.    
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all believers,” we now recognise that the 

privileges of the Christian life are open to 

all in the Body of Christ. Th ere is no class 

system among God’s people. God does not 

play favourites. From the humblest to the 

most esteemed, from the least attractive to 

the most appealing, everyone in Christ can 

enjoy the blessings of salvation. 

Th e idea that the clergy are somehow 

hierarchically superior to the so-called laity 

is neither a biblical nor a healthy one. Clergy 

are often treated as people who seem to have 

a private line to God, and looked upon as 

intermediaries without whom ordinary 

Christians just haven’t a clue as to what to 

do. Yes, there is certainly a diff erentiation 

of function. And there 

are distinct things that 

theologically trained 

ministers are equipped to 

do in the church. But they 

do not belong to an elite 

class separated from ordinary mortals in 

church. 

What is needed instead is for all God’s 

people to discover their calling, their gifting 

and their vocation, and to fi nd their place of 

service to God in the world. All Christians 

are in full-time Christian ministry. Yes, some 

are in full-time vocational Christian ministry 

– as in pastors, missionaries, theological 

educators, etc. But all followers of Christ are 

in full-time Christian ministry in the sense 

that God has a redemptive part for every one 

of his redeemed people to play in his world.

In addition, all Christians have a duty to 

off er spiritual sacrifi ces to God. Th e words, 

“royal priesthood” (9) reiterates verse 5 

where we are being built into a spiritual 

house “to be a holy priesthood” (5). As 

priests, we are to off er “spiritual sacrifi ces 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” 
(5). Th e qualifying phrase, “through Jesus 

Christ,” makes it clear that the sacrifi ces we 

make are possible only because the greater 

sacrifi ce for sin has already been made, 

namely Christ the unblemished Lamb of 

God slain for the sins of the world! We are 

not talking here of off ering sacrifi ces that 

can atone for human sins. 

What sort of sacrifi ces are we called 

to make before God?  

We present our bodies (or 

ourselves) on the altar as 

living sacrifi ces to God 

(Rom. 12:1). As priests, we 

are constantly to bring more 

and more of ourselves to the Lord. And 

the reason why we need to be constantly 

doing this, making recommitment and 

rededicating ourselves to the Lord is that 

we are constantly changing as people. 

We encounter new situations and 

acquire new experiences that leave their 

marks on our souls. We meet people and 

enter into alliances that change the way 

we think and the way we behave. We’re 

constantly changing and growing. But not 

all change is in the direction of being God-

pleasing. Sometimes, we fi nd ourselves 

drifting unwittingly in life. It is therefore 

x
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imperative that we engage in soul searching 

ever so often, and renew our commitment 

to Christ. 

We off er the sacrifi ces of praise and the 

sacrifi ces of good deeds (Heb. 13:15–16). 

And we off er the sacrifi ces of prayer for the 

world and for the Church. We are a “royal” 

(basileion) priesthood in that we have been 

inducted into the Kingdom (basileia) of 

God. Th e use of the word “royal” with its 

relatedness to God’s kingdom agenda gives 

a world-transforming and world-shaping 

thrust to the priestly function of the church. 

We are to fulfi l our priestly duty in a 

Kingdom direction.

Just as the priests of Israel represented 

the tribes of Israel before Yahweh in the 

Old Testament temple worship, so priests 

of the new covenant stand before God as 

representatives of our hurting and sinful 

world. Th ey intercede for the peoples of 

our world, pleading for mercy, praying for 

peace, imploring God to restrain evildoers 

and thwart the plans of mischief-makers 

and strengthen the hands of those who are 

working for justice, for righteousness, and 

for the good of the human race. 

(e) Holy nation – Th e word “nation” 

is the word ethnos, from which we derive 

the English word, “ethnic.” It means a 

multitude, a horde that shares common 

customs and values and practices. Th e 

Jews used this word of Gentiles as a kind 

of put down, as in, “the godless horde” or 

the “godless ethnos.” But in Christ, a word 

of denigration has now been redeemed and 

given a new lease of life. In Christ, the 

dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles 

has been removed, so that the one Body of 

Christ is made up of diff erent races, ethnic 

groups, ages, sex, educational background, 

talents, etc. It’s a mixed bag!   

   Yet this is the intention of God. Th ere 

is now a unity. But this is not uniformity 

as it is a unity in diversity. What joins the 

diverse members together is their common 

identity as a “nation” or a community or a 

society under God. 

Interestingly, if the word “nation” 

denotes the coming together of a wide 

spectrum of people groups, diff erent ethnic 

groupings and nationalities, then the word, 

“holy” speaks of commonality that must 

characterise all these diff erent components 

that together make up the Body of Christ.

A common characteristic shared by the 

diff erent peoples who form the one people 

of God is holiness. Th is is a point that 

Peter has already alluded to earlier in the 

epistle. “As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the passions of your former 

ignorance, but he who called you is holy, 

you also be holy in all your conduct” (1 

Pet. 1:14–15). Th is is where the people of 

God ought to focus their attention.

(f ) A people for his own possession – 

Or “a people belonging to God” (NIV). 

Th e full nuance of this expression in the 

original doesn’t quite come through in this 

translation. Its background is in Malachi 

3:17 – “Th ey shall be mine, says the LORD 

of hosts, in the day when I make up my 
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treasured possession”. We’ve been purchased 

at tremendous cost and are therefore precious 

as a jewel to God’s heart. We are a special 

people to God. “Once you were not a people, 

but now you are God’s people; once you 

had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy” (10).

(g) Proclamation and Exemplary witness 
– All these descriptions or designations are 

meant to refl ect various facets of the one 

reality that is the people of God. What are 

we - as God’s chosen race, royal priesthood, 

holy nation, and treasured possession - to do 

in the world?

As God’s people we are told to do two 

things: (i) “proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light” (9). Being the people of God 

is not simply about enjoying the blessings of 

being God’s chosen and treasured people; it 

is about pointing the world to the greatness 

and excellencies of God, particularly in the 

way he has transitioned us from darkness 

into his marvellous light. Th e focus is not 

on us but what God has done for us. (ii) We 

are to “abstain from the passions of the fl esh” 

(11) and to keep our conduct “among the 

Gentiles honourable” (12) so that when we 

are accused of being evildoers, there will be 

no basis whatsoever for their accusations. On 

the contrary, such is the honourable way in 

which we conduct ourselves, our accusers will 

see our good deeds and glorify God.

–

To summarise, the calling to be a people 

of God is a redemptive act. Part of the 

historical outworking of God’s salvation 

plan entails having a faithful and obedient 

people. God set in motion his redemptive 

reversal of the eff ects of human sin by 

calling Abram and constituting Israel as a 

nation. It continued with the birth of Jesus 

the Messiah from the womb of the Jewish 

people and faith, and the calling forth of 

the Church as the global people of God. 

As the church moves out to disciple the 

world, the Abrahamic promise of blessing 

to all the nations of the world is realised.

Th e people of God are historically 

rooted, placed there to mirror the character 

of God in the way they live, the way they 

act and respond in the realm of the social. 

Th ere is a vision of social shalom that is 

part and parcel of God’s self-revelation in 

and through his people. And fi nally, we 

are a privileged people: chosen to be the 

elect, having access to God as his royal 

priests, made holy, and a people highly 

treasured by the Lord. And it is out of 

the abundance of the blessings that we’ve 

received from the Lord that we go forth 

to be a blessing to our nation and all the 

nations of the world.

Th e above was the fi rst of two talks presented by Rev. 

Dr Mark Chan at the FES National Conference on 

7 March 2015. Th e second talk, People of God, People 
of Blessing is available for your reading at http://

fessingapore.org/resources/articles.
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Chinese 
Work 

Combined 
Uni Bible 

Camp
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14 students from NTU CCF and 25 students from NUS CVCF attended the Chinese 
Work Combinded University Bible Camp from 6–9 January 2015. The theme of the 

camp was Yesterday’s Epistles, Today’s Disciples and His eternal Kingdom. 



C A M P U S  R E P O R T

i • Singapore

Since the year 2000, FES Chinese Work has been partnering with 

新加坡四宗华文教会理事会 (the Four Denominations Chinese 

Churches Council) to organise the annual Youth Theological Camp. 

We held the 12th camp from 11–13 December 2014 at Anglo 

Chinese School Oldham Hall. Approximately 60 participants – 

comprising youths aged 17–25 years old from different church 

denominations (mainly Lutheran, Presbyterian, Anglican and 

Methodist) – attended this camp. 
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when Jesus commanded us to love our neighbours as 
ourselves(爱人如己), He meant it to include all mankind. 

In conjunction with SG50, we chose “i•Singapore” (我•新加坡) as the title of 
the camp to let our young participants reflect upon his or her Christian identity 
with respect to Singapore, nationhood and one’s role as citizen or resident.  

During the camp, we had four theme talks and three dialogue sessions that 
explored national issues that are pertinent to our country and our churches. 
Some of the topics explored are xenophobia, income inequality and the future 
of Chinese churches in the age of westernisation. 

As members of the one body of Christ, it was really edifying to witness the 
spiritual unity among the participants, who were from different denominations. 
The most significant aspect of the camp was the lesson on how we should 
think about the Great Commandment (Mt. 22:37–39) as passionately as the 
Great Commission (Mt. 28:19–20). As the gospel takes root in our hearts and as 
the Spirit transforms us, therein lies the strength for us to love God, to love our 
neighbours, and to baptise and teach disciples. The expectation of obedient love 
is right there in the Great Commission. We find it easy to love neighbours who 
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are like ourselves (爱如己之人) but when Jesus commanded us to 
love our neighbours as ourselves(爱人如己), He meant it to include 
all mankind. To love our neighbours as ourselves requires us to put 
away attitudes such as pride and prejudice towards people around 
us who may be different from us, including the marginalised groups 
in our society. This requires much humility. We love not because 
it is an obligation, but simply because we come from the same 
Creator who is loving, just and righteous towards all.

I am reminded that doing His work is as important as seeking His 
will and coming before Him in prayer. We will be humbled by the 
fact that our hope is in God, instead of the success of our ministry. 
God is still greater than His ministry, and to always seek Him in 
prayer is to acknowledge that we cannot accomplish anything 
fruitful for Him without His grace sustaining us. 
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p r a y 
i n  t h e  S p i r i t  o n  a l l  o c c a s i o n s  w i t h  a l l  k i n d s 

o f  p r a y e r s  a n d  r e q u e s t s .  W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d , 

b e  a l e r t  a n d  a l w a y s  k e e p  o n  p r a y i n g  f o r 

a l l  t h e  L o r d ’ s  p e o p l e .
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The vision of SIM Students’ 
Christian Fellowship (SCF) is “to 
be a faithful evangelical witness on 
campus and in society, making and 
building disciples of Jesus Christ 
who will be effective salt and light 
of the world”. For the 2014/2015 academic year, the CF 

adopted the theme “Engaged to Engage” – learning to engage the 
world as Christ engages us. Specifically, we hoped to (i) engage 
the individuals socially through our programmes, (ii) engage the 
individuals spiritually through Bible study and reflections, and finally 
(iii) engage the university or community as we are called to bear 
witness for Christ. 

SIM SCF has about 50 members who meet regularly for corporate 
activities and Bible Study at cell group level. At the beginning of the 
year, the Freshmen Orientation Camp brought in a sizeable number 
of newcomers, many of whom continued to join the fellowship 
thereafter. We organised bonding activities through sports and cell 
group outings, conducted a series of Bible studies on the book of 
Jonah, and engaged her members with the idea of integral mission. 
SCF also collaborated with our Indonesian Students’ CF to organise 
the Christmas outreach on campus.
 
One of the most significant changes we proposed this year was 
the introduction of various ministries. It was emphasised that the 
greatest resource the CF has is not in our finances or the leaders, 
but her very own members. Therefore, after the launch of the 
Ministry Fair, a group of CF members stepped up to conceptualise 
four ministries: Apologetics, Encouragement, Outreach and Worship 
Ministry, in the hope of living out the theme as one fellowship. 
There were commendable efforts made by these four ministries, 
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such as attending apologetics 
conferences, discussing “The Case 
for Jesus”, planning monthly birthday 
celebrations, giving out welfare packs 
twice, organising an internal outreach, 
volunteering for external organisations 
during Christmas, setting up the first-
ever caroling session at Starbucks 
on campus, and so on. Though these 
were relatively small-scale attempts, 
they served as platforms for members 
to exercise their talents, providing 
opportunities for greater involvement 
with SCF . 

Thanksgiving
We thank God for His faithfulness in:
• providing, leading and 

encouraging the leaders. Indeed, 
it is a privilege to serve God that 
we might grow in our relationship 
with Him and understand the cost 
and the power of a life living in 
and for Jesus. 

• making the Annual Internal Camp, 
A-MAZE-D 2015, possible. It 
helped to start off the new year 
on a hopeful note and brought  
our members closer together.

• bringing us through the various 
ministry opportunities that    
we’ve had. 

Challenges
• Succession: It is the time of the 

year where we are looking for 
willing hearts to step up and 
serve in various capacities. We 
pray that God will personally call 
and equip leaders for the ministry. 
May God provide enough servants 
who will step up in obedience and 
gratitude to His goodness and 
faithfulness in their lives. 

• Studies: It is also the time for 
UOL (University of London) 
students to prepare for their 
one and only examination that 
determines their entire academic 
year. As the majority of CF leaders 
and members are UOL students, 
pray for them to study faithfully 
and put in their best efforts. May 
God be their strength, wisdom 
and encouragement and may He 
bless the fruit of their labour. 

Ha Ngoc Huong Lien
-

SIM

Bachelor of Science 

(Psychology), Year 3

S C F  L E A D E R S 

D I S C U S S E D  “ T H E 

R O A D  A H E A D ” 

S I M  S C F  C A M P , 

A - M A Z E - D  2 0 1 5

35



P R A Y E R  P O I N T SKETCH
F

O
R

 
T

H
O

S
E

 
G

O
D

 
F

O
R

E
K

N
E

W
 

H
E

 
A

L
S

O
 

P
R

E
D

E
S

T
I

N
E

D
 

T
O

 
B

E
 

C
O

N
F

O
R

M
E

D
 

T
O

 
T

H
E

 
I

M
A

G
E

 
O

F
 

H
I

S
 

S
O

N
,

 
T

H
A

T
 

H
E

 
M

I
G

H
T

 

B
E

 
T

H
E

 
F

I
R

S
T

B
O

R
N

 
A

M
O

N
G

 
M

A
N

Y
 

B
R

O
T

H
E

R
S

 
A

N
D

 
S

I
S

T
E

R
S

 

R
O

M
A

N
S

 
8

:
 

2
9

36

S K E T C H  I S C F 

( N A FA - L A S A L L E  I n d o n e s i a n  S t u d e n t s 

C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p )

Our CF is named SKETCH 
(a sketch is the first step 
in designing) because we 
have a vision to bring our 
brothers and sisters back to 
the Maker’s purpose and to 
be conformed to the image 
of God. We desire to grow 
together as one body and 
strive towards Christlikeness.
We thank God for the seven to ten regular members 
who have been joining our fellowship meetings to pray, 
worship God and study His Word every 2nd and 4th 
Friday of the month. Apart from that, we have informal 
gatherings and outings at the end of the semester. 

Most of our members are final year students who will be 
graduating soon this coming June. Currently there is only 
one student leader in SKETCH. But we thank God that the 
seniors and graduates are very supportive. 



Prayer points:
Thank God for the new 
chairperson who will serve 
for a term. Please pray for 
her that God will give her 
strength and wisdom to lead 
the campus ministry single-
handedly and in the midst of 
intensive school projects. 

Pray that the leader and the 
members will not lose hope 
because of the small number 
of people in the fellowship. 
Pray that they will be strong 
in the Lord, reaching out 
and depending on God’s 
providence.

This semester, SKETCH wants 
to focus on strengthening 
the relationship among the 
members as we believe in 
the importance of growing 
together and having 
accountability friends. Pray 
that God will guide SKETCH’s 
members to have an open 
heart, eager to love and care 
for each other.  

Yanti Agustin
-

FES staffworker
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iCareP R A Y E R  P O I N T
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iCare, is a group of Polytechnic 
graduates who meet together for 
prayer, Bible study and to do acts 
of service. 
How great is our God, indeed! 2014 has been an exciting and 
amazing year for iCare. In the past year, we have had such a 
journey that has reached far beyond what we ourselves had 
expected. The Word was taught, nations were prayed for, nations 
were served, churches were supported and people were loved and 
cared for.

iCare gathers to study the Bible and to pray every 2nd and 4th 
Monday of the month. Our preferred method of studying the Bible 
is to finish whole books. In 2013, we studied the Book of Ezekiel, 
and completed it in November 2014. What we’ve learnt through 
the Word spurs us to a deeper relationship, intimacy, and worship 
of our God. With that, we also interceded for our nation and the 
nations around us, especially given the calamities and disasters 
that had happened.

The ministry also supported one of our graduates to complete 
his theological degree at TCA College. He started to work in his 
home church as of this year, and we will continue to support him in 
fellowship and prayer.

Last year, our ministry saw us travelling to countries such as China 
and Cambodia, reaching out to children in schools and orphanages. 
Hosting students from Australia and serving as volunteers at the 
pioneering FES student ministry at East Asia School of Business 
also helped us reach nations here at our doorstep.



God has enlarged our view of ‘the 
Kingdom’, allowing us to collaborate 
with the Australian team that was 
in Singapore to serve in Cambodia. 
This collaboration really challenged 
us, bringing three different cultures 
together to love and serve each 
other. While we sought to bless the 
Cambodians, we ourselves were 
blessed by them when we were there.

We also ran camps and programmes 
for different churches in the course of 
the year to train people to dig deeper 
into the Bible and to rekindle their love 
for the Word. Furthermore, supporting 
the churches enabled us to harness 
new avenues and resources to reach 
out to non-Christians.
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Mark Lai graduated from Ngee 

Ann Polytechnic in 2007 and 

currently works as a Corporate 

Partnership Manager. 

This year, we will be 
studying the book of Acts. 
We are also looking for 
new avenues, churches or 
ministries to support – be it 
in prayer, fellowship, service, 
programmes, or financial aid. 
We also pray that iCare will 
strengthen in faith, trusting God 
in all things. We thank you and 
God for your prayers for us.

May God be glorified through 
us as we humbly and joyfully 
serve Him, alongside you. 



P R A Y E R  P O I N T Alumni
C V C F  A L U M N I  G R O U P

The Chinese VCF (CVCF) Alumni 
Group serves to support the 
CVCF student group at NUS, care 
for society, link up with the local 
churches, and serve the needs of 
CVCF Alumni.
An average of five to ten fresh graduates join the CVCF Alumni Group 
each year. The group is led by an executive committee, with guidance 
from FES Senior Staffworker Chan Sook Ching. 

Regular Activities
1. Alumni Bible study
Young graduates face many challenges that could threaten their 
identity and values as a Christian. We hope that through the Bible study 
series, these graduates will realign their priorities to Christ and be open 
to share their struggles and prayers. 

Looking ahead, we also pray that our graduates could set up prayer or 
Bible study groups at their workplaces, as a platform for them to share 
the gospel with co-workers and encourage other Christians within the 
marketplace to grow as one. 

2. Supporting CVCF
The alumni also hopes to link up with the current NUS undergraduates 
who are in CVCF, assisting them in areas of need like conducting 
Bible study and evangelistic Bible study trainings or sharing at prayer 
meetings. There is also a graduate camp organised just for graduating 
students, where they can interact with the alumni and receive valuable 
advice before stepping out into the working world. 
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Thanksgiving 
We want to give thanks 

to the Lord for giving us 

opportunities to serve even 

though there are ups and 

downs in the ministries. 

We thank God for His grace 

in leading us and guiding us 

in times of uncertainties. 

May we continue to trust in 

His providence and move 

forward as a team. 

C W  A L U M N I   E X C O : 

L I N G  F A N G ,  S O O K 

C H I N G ,  J I A  X I N , 

P R I S C I L L A ,   E L I J A H

A L U M N I  A N D  F R E S H 

G R A D S  A T  G R A D 

C A M P  2 0 1 4

A L U M N I  B I B L E  S T U D Y

Challenges
The members in the alumni 
fellowship often face struggles with 
time and commitment in their work, 
ministries and families. As they 
progress further, their level of stress 
could be so overwhelming, that 
sometimes it hinders their spiritual 
growth and affect their motivation. 
Please pray for our alumni, to set 
their focus back on Christ and learn 
to prioritise their choices in life with 
wisdom from God. Pray that they 
will continue to be passionate in 
pursuing spiritual growth. 

Elijah Ong graduated from NUS 

in 2008 and currently works as a 

Secondary School Teacher.
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V I C T O R ,  

L E V I T I A  ( 2 )  D E W I ,

L E V I E L  ( 3  M O N T H S )

A N D  L E M U E L  ( 5 ) .

Victor Wibowo
-

Senior 
Staffworker

42

It has been a great joy and privilege to be part of the FES staff 
team since I first joined in 2006. Though the journey is still 
ongoing, I can sum it up as a journey that allowed me to see the 
immense possibilities of expanding God’s work in this world, 
particularly through the ministry of FES. 

One of the areas that I learnt is in our attempt to integrate faith 
and our daily life as students or graduates. Indeed, I am blessed 
to have the opportunity to interact with fellow staff, alumni and 
students as we grapple with this issue. This, together with many 
other issues that I encountered in the ministry, challenge me to 
take more seriously my responsibilities as a FES staff to inspire 
and equip students, particularly in the area of integration. 

I have been drawn to explore further the issue of Christian 
formation and education, particularly through the lens of the Old 
Testament. By equipping myself in this area, I hope to find my 
niche in my contribution to the whole issue of integration. 

I thank all the supporters who have prayed for me throughout 
the course of my ministry. Moving forward, I continue to ask for 
your prayers, that I may be able to finish the Master of Theology 
(Old Testament) programme with Trinity Theological College 
during my Sabbatical leave from April 2015 to March 2016. At 
the same time, I also hope to have the time to plan my future 
involvement with FES.



Chan Sook Ching
-

Senior 
Staffworker

I thank God for giving me the 
opportunity to serve among the 
students in Temasek Polytechnic 
Chinese Christian Fellowship (TP CCF) 
and see how His hand is working 
among them. I am encouraged by 
the commitment of the students to 
the CF despite their busy schedules. 
To me, it is the work of God himself, 
who called these students. There was 
once a student who messaged me at 
noon time, to inform me that she was 
feeling unwell. Later in the evening, 
I saw her at a CF event. She told me 
that after getting some rest, she saw 
no reason for not coming for CF. Thank 
God for the students and His hand in 
keeping the CF going.

Thank God for the Chinese Work 
Alumni groups, especially those who 
serve in the Exco. Thank God for their 
willingness to serve despite their busy 
work and church life; they have been a 
great support to the student ministry. 

Continue to pray for good health for 
myself and my mother, so that I can 
serve in the ministry wholeheartedly. 
Pray also for wisdom in preparing 
materials for talks and training 
sessions.   
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A verse that comes to my 
mind is “I will praise the Lord 
as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God while I 
have my being.” Psalm 146:2, ESV 

Thanksgiving, in my perspective, is not a day of celebration 
but a season. 2014 had been like a roller coaster ride – full of 
ups and downs.  Yet, I will praise the Lord for His faithfulness 
and goodness. 

Spiritually, I have been really challenged to put Christ in the 
centre of my life more each day. God has been continually 
stretching my faith through the ministry of my family and 
pioneering work in FES.  

The EASB and NAFA ministries have been my joy, yet 
also needing relentless perseverance. There have been 
many lovely students that came faithfully despite their 
busy schedules. Many of their lives were impacted by the 
fellowship. And I am thankful for the best resources God has 
provided in the faithful Associate Staffworkers and volunteers 
who love God and allow His love to flow through them.

I am also mindful of the supportive wife and amazing kids that 
God gave me.  They have been my constant encouragement 
and pillars of my strength. I deeply appreciate your prayers for 
my family and ministry that God’s glory be magnified as we 
humble ourselves in serving and loving Him.  

Fuji Yao
-

Head of 
Pioneering Ministry

P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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F U J I ,  E L I S H A , 

R I N A ,  H A N N A H .



I thank God that He 
encourages me through the 
FES staff, who have become 
brothers and sisters to me. 
May God bind us in His love, 
and give us one heart.  

May I die to self, and 
surrender this life to God, 
fully.  May I have a humble 
heart toward God, family and 
friends. May I be found on 
bended knees before God 
for people. 
 
At times of feeling 
inadequate for the ministry, 
may God captivate my 
thoughts with His voice and 
reveal to me His will. May 
my thoughts and imagination 
be filled with godly and 
artistic creativity. May God 
give me the courage and 
confidence to create various 
content for FES. May I fine-
tune my design skills, and 
design for God’s glory. May 
He water my roots in His 
Word and grow into a tree 
that bears His fruits.    

Lin Wei
-

Communications and 
Resource Ministry Staff
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Sherry led a couple 
of student teams on 
intercultural exposure 
trips to Japan and 
Thailand. After more 
than six years in FES 
work, Sherry has 
decided to take a break. 
We thank Sherry for 
her faithful service in 
FES, and pray for God 
to continue to bless and 
enrich her life.

Yanti 
Agustin joined 
FES on 2 January 2015. 
Yanti graduated last 
year from LASALLE 
College of the Arts with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
Product Design. During 
her student days, she 
was the chairperson 
of SKETCH (NAFA-
LASALLE) Indonesian 
Students’ Christian 
Fellowship (ISCF) for 
the 2013 academic year. 
Having encountered 
God through the 
student ministry and 
having been blessed 
with the presence of 
FES staffworkers, who 

In mid-January 2015, 
we bade farewell to 
Sherry Hua, 
who served as Senior 
Staffworker with FES 
since October 2008. 
During her time with FES, 
Sherry was staffworker 
assigned to NTU CF for 
about two years. She also 
served in the Polytechnic 
ministry and headed the 
Polytechnic staff team for 
a period of time. As part 
of the missions training 
programme for students 
from the Polytechnic CFs, 

S H E R R Y  ( 2 N D 

R O W  E X T R E M E 

L E F T )  W I T H 

S T U D E N T S 

S T A F F  N E W S
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WELCOME

have helped her in her 
spiritual journey, she 
desires to be part of 
the process of helping 
others grow and 
change through the FES 
ministry. Yanti worships 
at Gereja Kristus Yesus 
(GKY) Singapore and 
serves as a Sunday 
School teacher as well 
as a worship leader for 
the youth ministry. At 
FES, she will be part of 
the Indonesian Ministry 
team responsible for a 
campus ministry as well 
as media-related work. 

Prarthini 
Selveindran 
joined FES as a 
ministry staffworker 
on 1 February as 
part of the English 
Section Ministry. She 
graduated in 2014 from 
the National University 
of Singapore (NUS) 
with a Bachelor of 
Science (Hons) in Life 
Sciences. During her 
student days in NUS, 
she served in VCF as 
Vice-Chairperson (May 
2012 – May 2013) and 
Chairperson for the 
Social Engagement 
committee (May 2013 

– May 2014). From 
this involvement, she 
began to understand the 
importance of student 
work on campus, and – 
having been challenged 
and ‘formed’ by the 
staffworkers – hoped to 
be part of that formative 
process in others as 
well. She decided to 
join FES after sensing 
that God was calling 
her to this work for a 
time. Currently, she 
worships at Adam Road 
Presbyterian Church. 
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IFES 
EAST ASIA 
STUDENT 
MINISTRY 
CONSULTATION 

2 – 8 
F e b r u a r y 
2 01 5
-
Ta g a y t a y 
C i t y , 
P h i l i p p i n e s

… A General Secretary of one of the 
IFES movements in East Asia shared 
gently about his family life and how 
his daughter, out of her faith in Christ, 
courageously and single-handedly, 
without his and his wife’s knowledge, 
blew the whistle on the physical and 
emotional bullies that one of her 
schoolmates constantly received 
from five other male students. The 
male students were punished and 
her schoolmate was no longer bullied. 
But eventually, she herself had to be 
moved to a different school by her 
parents to prevent her from being 
bullied by others. Her father, the 
General Secretary, affirmed her that 
she did the right thing, and he walks 
with her. 

… A National Director of another 
movement, while leading a Bible 
exposition on King David, shared 
tearfully about God’s calling in her life 
– first as a staffworker and later as a 
cross-cultural missionary. During all 
that time, God had provided constant 
relational support to her through the 
deep friendships she made with other 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

… And yet another former national 
leader nurtured by IFES, together with 
his wife, shared much about their life 
together as a couple for more than 40 
years. Their deep love for God and for 
one another, in Christ, has sustained 
them through extremely difficult times 
in their life and ministry, testifying to 
God’s faithfulness in the lives of those 
who faithfully obey and follow Him. 



49

Four of us from FES Singapore – Yvonne, 
Sze Khiong, Fuji and I – attended this 
Student Ministry Consultation. The 
consultation, with the theme Reconsider 
and Recharge Essentials (RARE): 
Tomorrow’s Maturity Coloured By 
Today’s Investment, aimed to: 
• identify the characteristics of and 

the challenges that the student 
generation in East Asia faces today

• reflect upon and relook the way we 
have done ministry; and 

• consider possible adjustments that 
are needed for the ministry to still 
retain the essentials, but at the 
same time be more relevant. 

The last consultation was held 20 years 
ago, and therefore it was timely that we, 
as fellow workers in the same region, 
paused and reviewed the ministry 
together. About 35 staffworkers, of ages 
ranging from 20 to 60 and coming from 
10 countries, attended this event. When I 
came to the consultation, I had expected 
that I would simply learn a list of practical 
steps that the more senior staff workers 
had carried out and proven to be effective 
in student ministry. 

The learning points that God had for me, 
however, were very different. Firstly, I 
was touched by the life stories shared 
to us by the most senior staff workers. 
Most of these very senior staff gave 
a talk or conducted a workshop; they 
did not share groundbreaking points, 
but their lives testified much more 
powerfully than their words. When 
discussing our vision, it was as if 
they were there at the front humbly 
displaying themselves and their stories 

as fruits of God’s ministry through 
IFES. To me, it was like a display of the 
embodiment of the IFES vision, which 
in the past four years of my ministry 
was more an abstract dream than a 
living reality. Simply put, in the words 
of Annette Arulrajah, the IFES East Asia 
Associate Regional Secretary, this is 
what we do in IFES: “We just want to 
build one man, one woman at a time, 
as a holistic disciple of Christ.” And 
now these words are more real to me 
than ever before.

... their lives testified much 
more powerfully than their 
words. When discussing our 
vision, it was as if they were 
there at the front humbly 
displaying themselves and 
their stories as fruits of God’s 
ministry through IFES. 

S Z E  K H I O N G  S H A R I N G  A B O U T 

T H E  S I N G A P O R E  S T U D E N T 

M O V E M E N T



Adrian Nugroho
-

FES Staffworker
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Secondly, I realised that I had more 
questions than answers during and 
after attending the consultation. The 
student generation now is changing 
very fast. There could come a 
time when we discover that after 
completing a review of our strategies 
and curriculum, the student profile 
has already changed! Think about the 
WhatsApp, Instagram, and Facebook 
culture. Think about broken families 
and relationships that are on the rise 
everywhere. Think about the impact 

A N N E T T E  A R U L R A J A H ( 1 S T  R O W, 

2 N D  F R O M  L E F T ) ,  I F E S  E A S T  A S I A 

A S S O C I AT E  R E G I O N A L  S E C R E TA R Y 

W I T H  F E M A L E  PA R T I C I PA N T S .  

of porn and sex dolls, and so on and 
so forth. No one knows where we 
are heading! And so I want to strive 
and pray that we, as a movement, 
like Paul, would always be studious, 
discerning, humble, and incarnational 
enough, that we can become “as 
a Jew to the Jews, in order to win 
Jews”, become “weak to the weak, 
to win the weak”, until we and our 
students all know Jesus truly, to the 
glory of our God. Amen.

A D R I A N  W I T H  W I L L I A M 

G I R A O ,  A N  E X - N AT I O N A L 

D I R E C T O R  O F  I V C F 

P H I L I P P I N E S ,  A N D  H I S  W I F E
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Are we 
mere 
impressive 
starters 
or can we 
all finish 
well?

Towards Finishing Well
Cultivating Ingredients of Perseverance

I  h a v e  f o u g h t  t h e  g o o d  f i g h t , 
I  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  r a c e , 
I  h a v e  k e p t  t h e  f a i t h .   –  2  T i m o t h y  4 : 7

It was audacious for the Apostle Paul to make the above 
statement in his last letter to Timothy, which was arguably 
written near the end of his life journey on earth. However, 
we can now certainly assert that Paul had indeed finished 
well. Sadly, only few can be considered to be in this 
category. Many could possibly start well but may not 
necessarily end well.

David Wong, in his book “Finishing Well” quotes Robert 
Clinton’s disturbing finding that two out of three leaders in 
the Bible did not finish well1 even though there are plenty 
of biblical teachings on its importance. One example can 
be seen in Ecclesiastes 7:8 where it says that “the end 
of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is 
better than pride”. It is indeed true that to start impressively 
has often gone along with much pride, but to finish well 
requires much patience. 

For me, the year has started with a few ‘beginnings’ and 
initiatives. In January, I began serving my second term 
as FES General Secretary. After the recent Equipping 
Conference of the FES National Conference 2015, various 
follow up actions (Shalom Movement and Passing the 
Torch projects) have also been initiated. At the campus 
level, many students have just taken on new leadership 
responsibilities in their CF. Are we mere impressive starters 
or can we all finish well?

1 David Wong, Finishing Well – Closing Life’s Significant Chapters 
(Singapore: BAC Printers: 2006), 13.
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Paul never 
fails to 
remember 
God’s grace.

Paul is very 
clear on 
God’s calling 
for his life. 

Paul puts 
his hope in 
future glory.

 
Several related words have been raging over my mind. 
Endurance. Perseverance. Steadfastness. Or in Greek: 
hupomone. Those words have a similar meaning and have 
been described in the Bible as the key characteristics of 
one who finishes well. Looking at Paul’s life and tracing 
his letters and acts, I would like to share my reflections 
on three major ingredients in Paul’s hupomone.   

Firstly, Paul never fails to remember God’s grace. 
Throughout his letters, Paul repeatedly mentions that 
God’s grace by which he was justified, moved him to 
serve and he even “worked harder than any of them” 
(1 Cor. 15:10). In Paul’s mind, though it is God-given, the 
grace is present with him and compels him to serve 
relentlessly. In another passage, he uses the parallel 
term of Christ’s love as the compelling factor (2 Cor. 
5:14). Echoing a similar sentiment, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
in his acclaimed book Life Together says that “once a 
man has experienced the mercy (grace) of God in is life, 
he will henceforth aspire only to serve”2

Secondly, Paul is very clear on God’s calling for his life. 
He says that he “received it through a revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:12) calling him to be the apostle to 
the Gentiles. True to his calling, he went to all the Gentile 
cities (Thessalonica, Philippi, Corinth, etc.), proclaiming 
the Gospel and ministering there extensively. 

What does one’s calling have anything to do with 
perseverance? Calling will define not only what we 
should do but also who we are. A clear calling will compel 
us to strive until it is fulfilled in our life. Many ministers 
stop serving because they no longer know what they 
are called for. Many people do not persevere until the 
end once a more alluring call diverts their attention. 

2 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, The Classic Exploration of 
Faith in Community (San Francisco: HarperCollins Publishers, 
2005), 94.
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Lastly, Paul puts his hope in future glory. 
There are many ‘human’ reasons for Paul 
to lose heart; especially when we look at 
how Paul narrates the afflictions he had to 
go through during his ministry (2 Cor. 4:8–
10, 11:24–27). Nevertheless, he did not. 
Interestingly, the reasons lie behind what 
he perceives of the future. He lists a series 
of comparisons between present affliction 
and expectation of future glory, such as 
outer nature/inner nature, wasting away/
being renewed, slight momentary/eternal 
weight, affliction/glory, seen/unseen, and 
transient/eternal. 

All in all this is a mere resemblance of God’s 
faithfulness. It starts with God’s grace 
in the past, continues in God’s perpetual 
calling at the present life, and comes full 
circle in hope of the glory God prepares in 
the future. 

With this, let’s move forward till the end in 
full assurance “that He is able to guard until 
that Day what has been entrusted to me” 
(2 Tim. 1:12).

Lisman 
Komaladi
-

General 
Secretary

H e  i s  a b l e  t o  g u a r d 
u n t i l  t h a t  D a y  w h a t 
h a s  b e e n  e n t r u s t e d 
t o  m e   – 2  T i m o t h y  1 : 1 2

FES Affiliates
• Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(National University of Singapore) 
• Polytechnic Christian Fellowship 
(Singapore Polytechnic) 
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic 
Christian Fellowship • Nanyang 
Technological University Christian 
Fellowship (including National 
Institute of Education Christian 
Fellowship) • Singapore Institute 
of Management Students’ 
Christian Fellowship • Students’ 
Christian Fellowship Temasek 
Polytechnic • Informatics 
Christian Fellowship • James 
Cook University Singapore 
Christian Fellowship 
• Military Christian Fellowship • 
Graduates’ Christian Fellowship 
• Nanyang University Graduates’ 
Christian Fellowship
Pioneering work at Nanyang 
Polytechnic, Republic Polytechnic, 
Curtin University, Nanyang 
Academy of Fine Arts, LASALLE 
College of the Arts, East Asia 
School of Business, Management 
Development Institute of 
Singapore and Singapore 
Management University

FES President 
• Dr Lawrence Chia 

Vice-Presidents 
• Dr Ernest Chew 
• Rev. Dr Choong Chee Pang 
• Rev. Timothy See 
• Bishop Wee Boon Hup
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$  A N D  S E N S E

 

1. In 2014, FES suffered an accumulated deficit of S$142K. This is 
indeed a worrying situation. 

2. The FES 2015 budget is at S$1.59M with a break-even target.
3. The first two month of this year has been pretty alarming. While 

expenditures were well controlled, income was still lower than 
targeted. Special attention must be given to the English Section 
which has seen a $22K deficit in just the first two months of 2015.

(JAN-FEB)
Surplus / (Deficit)

BUDGET ACTUAL

Income

Expenditures

$ 1, 707.07

$203, 768.66

$ 205, 475.73 $ 192, 708.39

$ 201, 963.15

($ 9, 254.76)

BUDGET ACTUAL

INCOME

EXPENDITURES

Notes:
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