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Welcome to this new format of Perspective, the 
newsletter of FES Singapore!

Perspective has been the name of FES’ newsletter 
since 1979. As its name implies, Perspective aims 
to provide readers with a Christian perspective on 
issues relating to student witness on campus and 
in society. As we seek to fulfill the mission God 
has entrusted to us in the student world, we would 
like to see how Perspective can truly hold up to its 
intent. With this in mind, we have given Perspective 
a makeover. We hope this change will enhance your 
reading experience by giving you more ‘space’ to 
think about the contents, and stretch the depth of 
the issues presented.

You may be aware that since May 2016, we started 
publishing a bimonthly e-newsletter, Impetus,  
which gives readers more prompt updates of the 
FES ministry and events on campus. In line with 
this development, we have reduced the frequency 
of publishing Perspective from thrice to twice a year. 

We hope you will enjoy reading the ‘new’ Perspective!

P.S. We welcome your comments and suggestions 
on our newsletter. Let us know your feedback at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Perspective2016
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Much stress 
on our own 
activities 

Christian dogmatics, the teaching 
as truth of beliefs which 
run counter to the accepted 
assumptions of our culture, is 
much more difficult

evangelisation 
of the world 

judged as

a lack of confidence in 
the sufficiency of God. 
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I kneel before the 
Father, from whom 
every family in 
heaven and on earth 
derives its name

I pray that 
you, being 
rooted and 
established 
in love, may 
have power, 
together with 
all the Lord’s 
holy people, 
to grasp how 
wide and long 
and high and 
deep is the love 
of Christ

God is great, 
majestic and 
sufficient. 

he is 
LORD 
AND
SAVIOur

in the
gospel

I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being so 
that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith

believing
in Jesus
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he is 
LORD 
AND

SAVIOur

from what is now judged to have been the 
arrogance of missionaries who talked of the 
evangelisation of the world in their generation. 
They are eager to repent of the arrogance of their 
predecessors. In reaction to this arrogance, two 
moods are widely discernible. One is timidity. 
This is, I think, the most obvious feature of 
much contemporary English theology. Most 
theology in this country is carried on within the 
universities whose curricula are governed by the 
assumptions of “modernity”. It is difficult for 
theologians to step outside these boundaries. 
Literary, historical, and phenomenological 
studies in religious history and practice can 
be carried on without transgressing these 
boundaries. “Religious studies” can flourish, 
since they are in general, descriptive rather 
than normative. They do not pass judgment on 
the truth or otherwise of the religious beliefs 
studied, much less on what is taught as truth 
in other faculties. But Christian dogmatics, the 
teaching as truth of beliefs which run counter 
to the accepted assumptions of our culture, is 
much more difficult. Academic theology ten ds 
to live within the frontiers which the reigning 
“plausibility structure” dictates. The resulting 
tension between academic theology and the 
beliefs of ordinary church goers is a familiar 
matter of comment.

I have given these chapters the title The Gospel 
in a Pluralist Society. The gospel is news of what 
has happened. The problem of communicating it 
in a pluralist society is that it simply disappears 
into the undifferentiated ocean of information. 
It represents one opinion among millions of 
others. It cannot be “the truth,” since in a 
pluralist society truth is not one but many. It 
may be “true for you,” but it cannot be true for 
everyone. To claim that it is true for everyone is 
simply arrogance. It is permitted as one opinion 
among many.

Churches, at least in Britain, have been eager to 
avoid the charge of arrogance. They have been 
eloquent in their efforts to distance themselves 
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Lesslie Newbigin, in his book The 
Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989) explored the 
issues pertaining to the church’s mission 
in a pluralist world. Though the book 
was written more than 20 years ago, it 
continues to be relevant for us as we face 
the challenges of Christian witness in our 
own context today. Below is an extract 
from the book which calls us to a renewed 
confidence in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I pray that you, 
being rooted 
and established 
in love, may 
have power, 
together with 
all the Lord’s 
holy people, 
to grasp how 
wide and long 
and high and 
deep is the love 
of Christ



The other mood is one of anxiety. Christianity is 
perceived to be a good cause which is in danger of 
collapsing through lack of support. Or in a quite 
different manifestation of the same fundamental 
attitude there is a strident summons to more 
energetic efforts in evangelism and social action. 
I do not mean by speaking in this way that it 
is not very important for Christians to be active 
in both evangelism and social action. But I do 
sense an underlying Pelagianism which lays too 
much stress on our own activities and is too 
little controlled by the sense of the greatness and 
majesty and sufficiency of God. I am saying that 
there can be a kind of Christian activity which 
only thinly masks a lack of confidence in the 
sufficiency of God. 

I want to suggest the word “confidence” as the 
one which designates the proper attitude. In a 
pluralist society, any confident affirmation of 
the truth is met by the response, “Why should 
I believe this rather than that?” Every statement 
of ultimate belief is liable to be met by this 
criticism, and of course if it is indeed an ultimate 
belief then it cannot be validated by something 
more ultimate. Our ultimate commitments are 
(as I have argued in an earlier chapter) always 
circular in structure. Having been brought (not 
by our own action but by the action of God) 
to the point of believing in Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour, we seek to understand and cope with 
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every kind of experience and every evidence of 
truth in the light of this faith. We are constantly 
called upon to rethink our faith in the light of 
these new experiences and evidences. We are 
prepared to recognise (as every human being has 
to recognise) that there are areas of mystery and 
that there are puzzles which are not solved for a 
long time. But we expect to find, and we do find, 
that the initial faith is confirmed, strengthened, 
and enlarged as we go on through life. And 
if, as always happens in a pluralist society, we 
are asked: “But why start with Jesus? Why not 
start somewhere else?” we have to answer that 
no rational thought is possible except by starting 
with something which is already given in 
some human tradition of rational thought and 
discourse. Our immediate answer may well be, 
“Why not?” For the ultimate answer we have 
to wait for the end of all things. That expectant 
waiting is part of what it is to live a full human 
life.

I therefore believe that a Christian must 
welcome some measure of plurality but reject 
pluralism. We can and must welcome a plural 
society because it provides us with a wider range 
of experience and a wider diversity of human 
responses to experience, and therefore richer 
opportunities for testing the sufficiency of our 
faith than are available in a monochrome society. 
As we confess Jesus as Lord in a plural society, 
and as the Church grows through the coming of 
people from many different cultural and religious 
traditions to faith in Christ, we are enabled to 

I pray that you, 
being rooted 
and established 
in love, may 
have power, 
together with 
all the Lord’s 
holy people, 
to grasp how 
wide and long 
and high and 
deep is the love 
of Christ

God is great, 
majestic and 
sufficient. in the

gospel

 f e a t u r e 
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learn more of the length and breadth and height 
and depth of the love of God (Eph. 3:14-19) 
than we can in a monochrome society. But we 
must reject the ideology of pluralism. We must 
reject the invitation to live in a society where 
everything is subjective and relative, a society 
which has abandoned the belief that truth can 
be known and has settled for a purely subjective 
view of truth “truth for you” but not truth for all. 
For one thing, I doubt whether such a society 
can long sustain its integrity in the face of the 
claims of those who have a firm commitment 
to some vision of truth. As I write, the press 
is full of the cries of outrage from Western 
liberal writers and critics in face of the Muslim 
reaction to Salman Rushdie’s book The Satanic 
Verses. But it is doubtful whether these cries have 
behind them anything that can withstand the 
determined onslaught of those who hold firm 
beliefs about the truth. Freedom to think and 
say what you like will not provide the resources 
for a resolute grappling with false beliefs. The 
demand for freedom of thought and expression 
must itself rest on some firmly held belief about 
the origin, nature, and destiny of human life. If 
it has no such foundation it will prove powerless 
in the face of those who have firm beliefs about 
the truth.

In a pluralist society there is always a temptation 
to judge the importance of any statement of 
the truth by the number of people who believe 
it. Truth, for practical purposes, is what most 
people believe. Christians can fall into this trap. 
It may well be that for some decades, while 
churches grow rapidly in other parts of the world, 
Christians in Europe may continue to be a small 
and even shrinking minority. If this should be 
so, it must be seen as an example of that pruning 
which is promised to the Church in order that 
it may bear more fruit (John 15:1ff). When that 
happens it is painful. But Jesus assures us, “My 
Father is the gardener.” He knows what he is 
doing, and we can trust him. Such experience 
is a summons to self-searching, to repentance, 
and to fresh commitment. It is not an occasion 
for anxiety. God is faithful, and he will complete 
what he has begun. •

Source: Newbigin, Lesslie (1989). Confidence 
in the Gospel. In The Gospel in a Pluralist Society 
(pp. 242-244). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
Reprinted by permission of the publisher; all 
rights reserved.

in the
gospel

I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit 
in your inner being so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith

he is 
LORD 
AND

SAVIOr



In order to understand what is 
happening, I conducted an informal 
research project with 49 people. 
According to my little investigation, 
more than half of the groups here in Brazil 
have no non-Christians attending their 
activities, and only around 35% try other ways 
to reach their colleagues. Many students do 
not know why, though invited, their guests 
never come to the events, and so some groups 
have nearly given up reaching other students 
with the gospel.

A student in São Paulo, Bianca 
Pinheiro, reflects on inviting 
people: “It’s more difficult to 
get people to actually attend an 
evangelistic Bible study, than it is 
to prepare the study.” She thinks 
that probably her group realised 

that non-Christians weren’t going, so they 
decided to turn the Bible studies into discipleship 
studies for Christians. While there is nothing 
wrong with strengthening Christians, it usually 
does not translate into them actively reaching out 
in university. Other common reasons for failure to 
evangelise are busy lives, the sense of not knowing 
what to do or say, and even shame to be seen as 
committed Christians who study the Bible and are 
eager that others become Christians.

Recently, while talking with a friend, we realised 
that many university groups near us were forgetting 
our main goal as International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students (IFES) movements: students 
reaching students. We often struggle with the 
idea of ‘doing mission’ or even with inviting non-
Christians to a Bible study. Yet we define IFES – 
and our local Aliança Bíblica Universitária do Brazil 
(ABUB) as well – as a 
missionary movement 
inside universities. 

So what do we do 
when some groups 
forget about that ideal? 
What do we do when groups become closed among 
themselves and have no interest in impacting 
their university – or even their colleagues’ lives?

we define IFES 
as a missionary 
movement 
inside 
universities

While there 
is nothing 
wrong with 
strengthening 
Christians, it 
usually does not 
translate into 
them actively 
reaching out in 
university.
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I don't 
think they 
will be 
interested

I'm busy

I don't 
know 
what 
to say

many people met the 
Lord and transformed 
their environment by 
gathering to pray in 
the mornings in the 
square.

I don't want 
to be seen 
like a serious 
Christian

But there are groups that 
are changing this reality. 
Marília Cavalcante, from 
João Pessoa, changed the 
day of her group’s meeting in 
order to take her class friends, 
who are now attending. ‘I was 

really happy with the Bible study today, because two 
non-Christian friends of mine went. They took part 
in it, gave their opinions and discussed with us. It has 
been a very good experience, something I was looking 
forward to.’ 

Tássio Cavalcante, a student from São José dos Campos, 
reports that while their group does see Bible study as 
one way to take the gospel to non-Christian students, 
they believe it cannot be the only one. They have been 
inspired to go on by stories of ABUB from years past, 
when many people met the Lord and transformed their 
environment by gathering to pray in the mornings in 

the square.

Prayer has 
also been 
the answer 
for some 
g r o u p s 
as they 
attempt to 

reach their fellow students. For one group in Brazil, 
many non-Christian students, the colleagues and 
friends of one person, suddenly started attending the 
group’s activities. The numbers were growing non-stop 
and no one could understand why that was suddenly 
happening, after years of meetings on that campus. 
A very close friend of this student told me: ‘He is a 
real Christian, more than we can imagine. He prays 
more than you think it can be possible.’ These non-
Christians who suddenly attended ABUB meetings 
would never have come if they had not also been 
friends of the person who was praying for them.

Source: 
http://ifesworld.org/en/blog/2013/05/
students-not-reaching-students
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Jessica Grant 
Public Relations Director in ABUB.

F r e d e r i c o 
Monfardini, a 
student from 
P r e s i d e n t e 

Prudente whose group has also had some difficulties 
reaching their non-Christian friends, says: ‘Mission is 
doing what Jesus did, going into the world and being 
together with the “widows and the orphans” of our 
college, showing, in that way, Jesus’ love.’ We must 
purposely get to know the questions, fears and needs 
of our contexts.

Real relationships and engaging in the school or 
university’s context with genuine concern and love 
must happen, keeping campus mission a daily practice 
even if the traditional ways of ‘doing mission’ are not 
reaching others any more.

But we must keep our eyes open and avoid feeling 
comfortable with just saying ‘our lives proclaim Jesus’ 
and using this as an excuse to stop speaking about our 
faith. Although we are dependent upon God and he 
can use us to reach others without our realising it, our 
mission efforts might need to be intentional in order 
not to be forgotten. We must purposely get to know 
the questions, fears and needs of our contexts, speaking 
to these situations in creative ways through diverse and 
original approaches that take the gospel to others.

So if we’re neglecting mission, maybe we’re neglecting 
our own Christian lives as well – we’re not spending 
enough time studying the Bible itself and making it an 
integral part of our lives. And maybe we’re relying too 
much on mission just happening, and not intentionally 
taking part in a missionary movement.

If we are losing our goal or deviating from it, prayer can 
be a way to readjust our path. This may seem too simple, 
but it is a way to connect with God and reconnect with 
his desire to use our lives in the school or university. •

Keep your 
eyes open

PRAY

Avoid feeling 
uncomfortable

Form real 
relationships

Know 
your 
context

Don't neglect 
your own 
spiritual life

We must purposely 
get to know the 
questions, fears 
and needs of our 
contexts.
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What is it 
like for 
you in 
your Cf? 

H o w 
w o u l d 
you like to 
cHange? 

What are the creative ways you 
are reaching others? 

  

50% of 18-24 year-olds go on Facebook 
as soon as they wake up. So when digital 
platforms are harnessed by Christian Unions 
(CUs) there’s huge potential for engagement. 

Ben (not his real name) attended Durham 
CU’s Monday evening event having had his 
interest piqued by reading a student testimony 
online. He was struck by the reality of the 
gospel and gave his life to Christ that night. 
He has since become part of a local church 
and is reading the Bible for the first time.

 
‘Everyone has a story. What’s yours?’

Personal stories of faith are a powerful way 
to engage with the Christian story. Durham 
CU made this the focus of their Story mission 
week, and shared portraits and interviews 
with students from a range of backgrounds 
and perspectives on Christianity. One non-
believing student commented, ‘Everyone I 
spoke to was … willing to share their story, 
to ask questions and to patiently answer yours. 
[Story] made me think and question the 
preconceptions I held about Christianity.’

Kingston CU decided to fill a gap in the market 
with their innovative approach to publicity: the 
cereal bar. Following the recent closure of a 
local cereal café and student hangout, the CU 
set up a stall on campus to give out cereal to 
hungry passers-by. In return, students asked 
their questions about God and were given a flyer 
for the week’s events.

1 

2 

4

5 
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W h a t 
are the 
creative 
W a y s 
you are 
reaching 
ot h e rs? 

 

Cambridge CU hosted a “No Filter Café”, 
featuring meaningful discussions and filter 
coffee in a central location. It provided a space 
where students could continue conversations 
sparked by the talks that week, as well as picking 
up relevant books to explore matters further.

Having been gripped by a talk the previous 
day, one Cambridge student went along to 
the “No Filter Café” to ask questions and 
continue discussing. Later that day, after a 
long conversation with his friend in the CU, he 
asked, ‘Well, what do I do now?’ after which 
they prayed together and he accepted Christ.

Kate Duncan
Head of Development and Communications at 
UCCF Great Britain. 

Source: 
Blog of Universities and Colleges Christian 
Fellowship (UCCF) Great Britain (UCCF is the 
IFES movement in Great Britain.) and reported 
in http://ifesworld.org/en/blog/2016/03/5-ways-
students-reached-students-–-lessons-uccf-great-
britain-missions

m i n i s t r y  i d e a s 
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Oxford CU is running a discussion group in 
a local coffee shop, with live music, and free 
coffee and cake. Widely advertised at last 
year’s mission week, it began running two 
nights a week in February 2015 as a six-week 
follow-up course. Now called “The Search: 
Encounters with Jesus”, it provides a year-
round opportunity for Christian students to 
bring their friends to a relaxed environment 
where they can study the Bible, ask questions 
and discover who Jesus is. •

3 5
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It has been said 
that the Christian 
Fellowship (CF) 
exists mainly for 
the non-CFers on 
campus. What is 
your view on this?

 
exist for 

Almost every time I share this statement to student 
leaders, associate staffworkers and even some other 
staffworkers, the responses range from a frown of 
disapproval followed by critical questioning to a 
complete objection. I wonder why, as I think there 
is some truth in that statement. Have we somehow 
misunderstood the essence of the vision of IFES? 

But shouldn’t 
we attend to the 
spiritual growth of 
Christian students 
f irst?

The argument that “students must grow spiritually 
before they can reach out to others,” is not necessarily 
so. This argument assumes that discipleship is 
mutually exclusive to witnessing or evangelism. In 
my view, discipleship is not complete without the 
inculcation of a lifestyle of reaching out to others. 

As many local churches in Singapore today have 
excellent teaching and discipleship training 
programmes for their members, we do not need 
to duplicate what the local churches do. In fact we 
should work together with the local churches as one of 
the distinctives of our movement is to be committed 
to the local church by building and training students 
and graduates for service.  

At the very heart of the existence of IFES-related  
student movements is God’s calling for us to engage 
the university, which may mean many different 
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things, but one definite aspect of it is to be a witness 
on campus. Practically speaking, therefore, I think 
helping one to become Christ-like (discipleship) and 
having a lifestyle of reaching out to others comes 
hand in hand. I do not think there ever comes a time 
when a CF needs to focus on one at the expense of 
the other. 

It is very sad to see that many CFs today, as far as 
I am aware, do not have a culture of outreach or 
witnessing in and through the fellowship. Having a 
welcome tea at the beginning of each academic year 
as well as several evangelistic meetings throughout 
the year does not constitute a culture of reaching out. 

On the other hand, having a cell group meeting or 
a combined fellowship that is not only open to but 
also constantly and actively attracting new non-CF 
students every single week would usually be deemed 
impossible. But why? If we are able to meet up for 
prayer, Bible study and bonding sessions with fellow 
CFers every week, why can’t we pray for and try our 
best to invite new non-CF students every single week? 

After all, wasn’t this what the first fellowship of 
believers did as shown in Acts 2:42 -47? And isn’t this 
Jesus’s very own will for the fellowship of his disciples 
(including us) as shown in John 13:35 and 17:20-21? 
I do not think this is a theological issue as much as it 
is an issue of habit and discipline. 

And so let us pray that together we would inculcate 
in our fellowships and in ourselves, a lifestyle of 
reaching out to non-CFers. •

So, what is your 
concern and what 
should we do 
about it?

Adrian Nugroho 
FES Staffworker

v i e w p o i n t s 
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At the start of every school term, 
most student groups on campus 
consign themselves to organising a 
welcome tea (which usually takes 
place at night, and with no tea 
in sight) in order to ensure their 
continued existence. The Christian 
Fellowships (CFs), too, organise 
welcome teas, attempting to inform 
and attract potential members. 
Attitudes in organising it varies – 
for some the current model appears 
to work well enough and repetition 
suffices, while others rack their 
heads for new formats and means. 
However, it may be beneficial for all 
to reconsider more fundamentally 
the meaning of welcome. 

One Bible story that stuck in my mind 
as a child was the story of Zacchaeus 
in the gospel of Luke. To Zacchaeus, 
the reviled tax collector eager to get 
a glimpse of Jesus, an unexpected, 
open-hearted welcome is extended 
to him from the one he longs to see. 
And in some marvellous way, this 
welcome is also that which each of 
us who has placed our faith in him 
has received. God is the initiator of 
welcome, drawing people perpetually 
into life in himself, and the best that 
any welcome can be is an emulation of 
that first, primitive, welcome; “Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock.” 

Yet another story that sheds light 
on the meaning of welcome is often 
identified as the defining parable on 
hospitality – the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. Despite the ethno-religious 
animosity between Samaritans and 
Jews, the Samaritan chooses to look 
past it, instead looking into the face 
of the injured stranger, who may 
have even been offended or repulsed 
to be rescued by him. The Samaritan 
willingly takes on responsibility for 
him, in an attitude of neighbour-
making, extending welcome despite 
having good reason not to do so. In 
doing so, he subjects himself to the 
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Behold, 
I stand 
at the 
door 
and 
knock.



uncertainty and vulnerability required 
for a genuine, open-hearted welcome. 

Welcome, then, is an emulation of 
the welcome God first extended to us, 
and a willingness to subject ourselves 
to responsibility, vulnerability, 
and uncertainty. How might this 
understanding inform our approach to 
planning welcome teas? 

At times, I have wondered if welcome 
teas have become mere routine, one-
off events, that maintain a distance 
from the lives of those who come, and 
leaves much to be desired in terms of 
communicating the identity of the CF. 
While welcome teas may swamp and 
demand energy and effort, especially 
in the beginning of the academic year, 
they have become as “sacred cows” – 
refusing slaughter, and insisting on 
maintenance without evaluation of 
significance or benefit.    Isaac Koh

   FES Staffworker
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While I am not surmising that 
the cattle should be lined up for 
their grisly fate, perhaps reminding 
ourselves of the meaning of welcome 
can breathe new life into our critique, 
planning, and action. Do we see the 
new students as persons, instead of 
numbers or utility? Do we continue 
to remember them even if they do 
not attend CF gatherings or events 
anymore afterward (although wisdom 
draws the line between persistent 
concern and harassment)? Do we 
bother ourselves to befriend or follow 
up with the newcomer, especially 
those different from ourselves in the 
way they behave or believe? 
 
Therefore, welcome teas are not 
mandated – however, I trust that 
most of us would still see the need 
for it, though now equipped with the 
following prayerful attitude (which I 
humbly submit to you):  

May we remember to leave space,
To emulate the welcome with which 
God received us.
May we create spaces,
For encounters of mutual open-
heartedness;
Of mutual vulnerability;
Of mutual responsibility found in 
relationship;
Spaces in which welcome might greet 
welcome. •

 

While welcome teas may 
swamp and demand energy 
and effort, especially in the 
beginning of the academic 
year, they have become as 
“sacred cows” – refusing 
slaughter, and insisting 
on maintenance without 
evaluation of significance 
or benefit. 

v i e w p o i n t s 



Glen Goh joined the Singapore 
Polytechnic Christian Fellowship 
(SP CF) in 2013 and led the 
fellowship as chairperson for 
two consecutive academic years 
(2014/2015 and 2015/2016). 
Recognising the long journey 
from his self-centred days as an 
Institute of Technical Education 
(ITE) student to a God-loving 
SP graduate today, we asked 
Glen to share some brief stories of 
his life’s transformation through 
student ministry.

What was it like 
transiting from 
ITE to Poly?

I took the Higher Nitec 
Electrical Engineering (EE) 
course at ITE College East in 
Simei for two years and was 
then admitted to the Diploma 
in Clean Energy programme at 
SP in 2013. 

ITE to Poly was a huge change 
in culture. Most people in 
poly are definitely more 乖 
(guai: well-cultured) and 
wouldn’t dare do certain things 
to physically hurt others. 
Vulgarities were also used less. 
Coming from ITE, I felt Poly 
was a safer place where I would 
be tempted less frequently and 
also sin less. That’s when I let 
my guard down (I’ll explain 
later). 

My class was of a lower calibre 
as determined by the school. 
All the students (four students) 
who came from ITE were 
in my class of 18 students, 
and were those who didn’t do 
well in languages or math in 
O-Levels. 

What led you 
to join SP CF and 
what areas did 
you serve in?

Initially I joined CF because I 
wanted friends. I wasn’t ready 
for evangelism, Bible studies 
or discipleship, which other 
student groups perceivably 
offered. Later, after joining CF 
for some time, I realised CF 
taught me that God is indeed 
relevant to my life in school. 
My CF involvement has helped 
prevent me from making the 
same mistakes I did in ITE. 

When I was in CF, I started 
serving as small group leader 
in my first year and then as 
the chairman for the next two 
years. 

Give a brief 
background of 
yourself before 
joining SP.

My family became Christian 
when I was in kindergarten, 
but growing up, I was far from 
God. Though I served him in 
church, I was serving myself 
more as I didn’t understand 
what love meant and how the 
world could possibly consist 
of others and their needs. I 
always thought that I was more 
important than everyone else 
and life merely revolved around 
me. Also, I used vulgarities in 
almost every sentence of my 
speech (though it slowed down 
a bit when I entered ITE). In 
brief, I knew about God’s love 
but still held on to my pride and 
lived like a Sunday Christian.

ITE

POLY
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How did being in 
CF contribute 
to your growth 
as a Christian? 
What were some 
lessons learnt, 
or pitfalls 
encountered?

When I started serving in CF, 
I was still very self-centred. 
My focus then was not on God 
but myself and how I wanted 
CF to be. After a while I was 
just comfortable with what 
CF was like. Even when CF 
attendance was dropping, I 
would just allow it to happen 
and even misquote the verse 
“For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am 
I among them” (Matt. 18:20) 
saying God was still among us 
regardless.

By the time I assumed 
the chairperson’s role, my 
committee was in shambles 
and we were not listening to 
one another. We had conflicts 
and held grudges with one 
another. But God didn’t let us 
continue like that. Through 
the Bible studies as well as 
in meeting one another, he 
showed us who he was and 
how he wanted CF to be like. 

Editor’s note: Glen enlisted for 
National Service on 8 July 2016. Pray 
for him as he enters a new phase of 
life that he will continue to know 
God in a deeper way and experience 
his presence in his life. 

 s t o r i e s 

God gave me a second chance 
to serve as chairperson for a 
second year. In my third year 
he showed us what it was 
like to have a community of 
believers who were keen and 
interested to experience him in 
their daily school life. 

At the end of my CF journey 
I also went for the PIE 
(Polytechnic Intercultural 
Exposure) programme and I 
finally understood what God 
wanted me to learn and why 
I went through what I went 
through. His love abounded 
in my three whole years in 
CF. He slowly taught me even 
when I was so unteachable. 
Today I want to shout “Thank 
you God, God is good! Thank 
you for CF for changing me 
and helping me understand 
who you are and what you can 
do in my life”. 

God can only change us when 
we allow him to.  When we 
finally realise who he is and 
how much he loves us, we 
will know that he is doing 
his transforming work in our 
lives. We will then see that 
we cannot go back to who and 
how we were.

Soli Deo Gloria •

ITE

POLY



Give a brief 
background of 
yourself before 
you became a 
Christian.

I was an ordinary girl, a 
studious student, stressing out 
most of the time trying to stay 
alive in the academic race. My 
life wasn’t extremely exciting, 
and mainly revolved around 
my family, school and friends. 
Naturally, these were the main 
avenues by which I sought 
affirmation and identity.

I didn’t have zero knowledge 
about Christianity before I 

How did 
you become 
a Christian? 

During my first semester at 
NUS, I joined the Science 
Orientation Week before 
school officially started, and 
met two good friends who 
were Christians, Grace and 
Martin. Genuine and sincere 
friendships were formed, and 
they were open to talk about 
Christianity when I had 
questions. I remember talking 
about baptism over lunch 
someday, and that conversation 
planted a seed of interest 
in me.

I have the habit of making 
New Year resolutions, 

and that particular year, since 
the first day of the year was 
a Sunday, I spontaneously 
decided to start attending my 
grandma’s church on my own. 
I also joined the VCF Science 
Contact Group (CG) when 
school reopened in January. 
As I attended the CG and 
Fellowship Teaching sessions 
regularly, I quickly made 
many new friends in VCF, and 
learnt a lot more about God 
through the Bible studies. By 
God’s grace I did not turn 

away but was attracted 
to the faith, finding my 
identity in Christ and 
acknowledging Jesus 
Christ as my Lord 
and Saviour.

Ho Jin Qing joined the Varsity 
Christian Fellowship (VCF) at 
NUS in 2011 when she was in 
Year 1. She served in the VCF 
Science committee as treasurer in 
Year 2, International Friendship 
Group standing committee in 
Year 3, and VCF ExCo in Year 4. 

Jin Qing became a Christian 
during her first year in NUS. 
Below, she shares with us her 
journey to faith.

came to Christ. In fact, there 
were times when I told my 
friends that I was a Christian, 
but all I knew about being 
a Christian was that I had 
to believe in God (without 
knowing who exactly God was) 
and attend church (I attended 
church once in a while with my 
grandma and extended family).
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Jin Qing graduated from NUS 
in 2015 with a B.Sc. (Hons) in 
Physics. She just completed a one-
year teaching contract at Innova 
Junior College, and is currently 
enrolled in the Postgraduate 
Diploma Programme at National 
Institute of Education. 

What has 
contributed to 
your growth as 
a Christian?

I would say that my growth as 
a Christian has been paved by 
life experiences, seasoned with 
knowledge from the Bible. 
From the time I accepted 
Christ until now, which has 
been about four years, life has 
been like a rollercoaster ride, 
including facing the death of 
a very close friend of mine. 
These life experiences have 
moulded me into a person 
with greater perseverance and 
a stronger anchor in Christ. 
As in Romans 5:3–5 and 2 
Corinthians 4:17–18, I have 
learnt to look at things from 
God’s perspective, and to 
continue to place my hope 
and trust in the Lord. The 
unchanging nature of God 
also gives me hope through my 
struggles and difficulties, for I 
know that the sovereign Lord 
is in control and he is with me 
through it all.

The Bible is full of wisdom, 
and I am slowly learning the 
ways of the Lord as I grow in 
the faith. Many times I have 
been challenged to let go of 
my grip on earthly treasures, 
but instead to keep my focus 

What in 
particular about 
the Christian 
message spoke 
to you and led 
you to make 
the decision to 
follow Christ?

God’s perfect love; that an 
Almighty God loves someone 
insignificant and imperfect 
like me. The fact that no matter 
where I am, what situation I am 
in, and how I feel, I know that I 
have a Father in heaven to turn 
to, who watches over me and 
loves me always. I can always 
go to him in prayer, through 
Jesus Christ whom God sent to 
save the world. How can I not 
respond to his love?

Also, the fact that God is 
sovereign gives me assurance, 
because nothing is too difficult 
for him or beyond his control. 
I know who goes before me, I 
know who stands behind; the 
God of angel armies, is always 
by my side. Whom shall I fear?

on God and all that matters to 
him; “for where your treasure 
is, your heart is also”.

VCF helped me to learn a lot 
about the character of God, 
through the study of characters 
in the Bible such as Daniel 
and the people of Israel. Our 
topical studies have also taught 
me to think deeper about 
issues that should matter to 
us, from exploring the purpose 
of studying to understanding 
the true essence of Shalom. 
Besides gaining wisdom from 
the Bible, I have also had 
many opportunities to serve 
God through VCF. Each 
opportunity to serve, and the 
lovely friendships formed in 
the process, has brought me 
much joy and many chances to 
grow.

May we as the people of God 
seek to embody Christ’s heart, 
and continuously seek Shalom 
as we live in today’s society. 
And may VCF continue to be 
salt and light on campus and in 
society. •
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A bunch of us young ’uns – Billy, Isaac, Prarthi, 
Rachel, Yanti and Zephy – from FES Singapore 
were privileged to attend the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES) East 
Asia Junior Staff Training in Macau. We joined 
about 30 staff from other parts of the region for 
the five-day long (13–17 June) training. The staff 
training did not have a theme per se, though an 
overwhelming idea that reverberated throughout 
was that of “a journey”. Each day began with a 
Bible exposition session on the person of Elijah, 
followed by a ‘Formacion’ session (Journeying 
with Students, Rediscovering Scriptural 
Engagement, Journeying with Students’ 
Spirituality, Returning to Evangelism), and 
‘Life & Ministry’ sessions (dealing with both 
personal as well as team realities).

One of the primary learning points that greeted 
us and stayed with me throughout the training 
was the hospitality and welcome that we received 
from our hosts – Fellowship of Christian 
Students (FCS) Macau staff and alumni. 
From helping us to settle in, resolving our 
accommodation issues, taking us around Macau, 

and to bringing us good food, their deeds were 
a manifestation of the boundless generosity that 
God extends to us. This behaviour and heart of 
service served to further inform how I can grow 
in my welcome of others, especially toward my 
students and fellow FES staff.

The programme itself was littered with moments 
of significance that challenged my heart and 
mind. I shall highlight but two of these here. 
For one, I was immensely struck by the lives 
and the stories of the senior staffworkers who 
conducted the various sessions with us. More 
compelling than ‘pointers’ on ‘how to be a better 
staffworker’ was the heart of humility reflected 
through their sharing: I felt that this was a 
model that I could learn to appropriate – the 
need to be purposefully vulnerable as well as 
other-centered. Our trainers reflected on their 
experiences in relating with students, as well as 
other realities, like team building, study woes, 
family issues, relationship concerns, and even 
health! These musings revealed their honesty, 
fallibility and inadequacy – fostering trust and 
dependence on God.

From left to right, back row: 
Zephy, Isaac, Billy; front row: 
Yanti, Rachel and Prarthini. 

M a c a u
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Yet another moment of significance was the 
time for Selah on our penultimate day together. 
This was a time for us to be quiet and to reflect 
on the different sessions, as well as space to 

sew together the different threads of thought 
running throughout the training. I appreciated 
too how this seemed to be the climax of the 
many occasions of reflection that were given us 
– a space to call to mind the reason we decided 
to begin this journey of being a staffworker, and 
contemplate our motivations for staying. These 
times of solitude were an invitation to re-center 
our hearts as well as reawaken minds dulled by 
the noise around and within us by listening, 
quietly, to God.

I attended this staff training expecting to learn 
some practical pointers on how to “know” 
whether what I was doing as a young staffworker 

l i v e  a t t r a c t i v e , 
a u t h e n t i c ,  u n a d o r n e d , 
s i m p l e  l i v e s ;  i n  w h i c h 
w e  w e r e  t r u t h - t e l l e r s 

a n d  g o s p e l - d w e l l e r s

Prarthini Selveindran
FES Staffworker

was “right” or “wise”. I figured I would, in some 
ways, learn the ropes of being a staff from those 
who had gone before me (and who were, well, 
still ahead of me). However, I have been far 
more challenged by the lives and testimonies 
displayed during the training – these serve as 
an encouraging clarion call to continue on this 
journey faithfully. I believe what has arisen 
from the junior staff training is a renewed sense 
of our purpose as staffworkers and commitment 
to rise up and meet the different challenges we 

will face across our varied contexts. Annette 
Arulrajah, the IFES East Asia Associate 
General Secretary, in her sharing, called us to 
live attractive, authentic, unadorned, simple 
lives; in which we were truth-tellers and gospel-
dwellers. Would our ministry as full-time staff 
be a place where we joyfully and sacrificially 
offer the fruits of our lives? •

Life & 
Ministry

Returning to 
Evangelism

Journeying 
with Students’ 

Spirituality

Rediscovering 
Scriptural 

Engagement

Journeying 
with 

Students
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JCUS CF’s theme for the 2016/2017 academic year is 
Our Identity in Christ, based on Ephesians. The theme 
centers on discovering and embracing our individual 
identities as children of God and as members of 
Christ’s body and kingdom. As a CF, our goal is to 
help students come to know and stand firm in their 
identity as new creations in Christ, so that they will 
remain rooted in godliness amidst a changing culture. 

Presently, around 10 to 15 of us meet weekly for 
Bible study, group activities, worship and prayer.  
We have also held outreach events during Christmas 
and Easter to share the Christian belief with fellow 
students. More bonding sessions have been organised 
to build a stronger relationship with one another. 

•	 As every trimester (JCUS operates 
on a three semester system) passes 
by quickly, our attendance tends 
to dip towards exam periods. 
Students also find themselves 
juggling assignments as well as 
commitments in their respective 
churches. Many members have 
graduated while some have 
gone for the JCUS overseas 
programme. But we thank God 
for his provision of new members 
and his guiding hand on the new 
ExCo as we continue to serve 
the JCUS community in love 
and faith. Pray for more new and 
regular members with a genuine 
desire to seek God in the coming 
semester. 

•	 Pray that God will raise up new 
committed student leaders with 
the passion and boldness to serve.

•	 Pray for God’s sustaining hand on 
the ministry and that the ExCo 
will be able to lead with wisdom 
and love. 

Samantha Law
JCUS, Psychology, Final Year
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TP SCF meets weekly on Wednesdays for 
Bible studies and to encourage each other to 
live life as God’s children.

We give thanks for:
•	 the committed group of four to five 

students who value their relationship with 
God and fellowship with brothers and 
sisters in Christ amidst the paper chase.                                                                                                                                          

•	 Eugene for taking up the role of 
chairperson and for the new members 
who have joined us this semester. Pray for 
the CF and Eugene, that as the demands 
of their school work and the ministry 
mounts, they will draw strength from 
God and support each other. 

Gabriel Jiang
FES Staffworker
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The CF meets weekly for singspiration, followed by Bible study 
and a time of prayer. The Bible study is led by our staff worker, 
Sook Ching, who has been a wonderful guide in our spiritual 
growth. She is caring, approachable, and is always there to listen 
and encourage us with God’s Word when we are at our lowest. 

Looking back on the past three years in TP CCF, I am thankful 
to God for what he has taught us from his Word that has helped 
us to grow in maturity as Christians. 

•	 Early this year, with the graduation of the seniors, TP CCF 
only had two members remaining.  But we praise the Lord, 
that in the new academic year which began in April, we 
welcomed approximately 10 new freshmen to the CF – the 
biggest number we have ever had! The freshmen have been 
very active in participating and willing to take on committee 
roles. Their presence has also encouraged us and made the 
CF livelier.

•	 In the midst of our tight schedules and assignment deadlines, 
pray that we will manage our time well and not neglect 
meeting together. Pray that God will continue to guide us 
through our years in TP and that we will be good testimonies 
of our faith, being salt and light to those around us.

•	 Pray for our staff worker, Sook Ching, for the strength she 
needs in the coming busy months from August to November.

•	 Pray for good leadership succession each year in the CF 
ministry so that the vision of student work can be passed on.
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Hannah Lim Xuan Ying
Temasek Polytechnic, 
Veterinary Technology, Year 3

 
 

 
 

 



Check out our past events from 
our e-newsletter, Impetus at 
http://www.fessingapore.org/
resources/publications/impetus

J u l y  2 0 1 6

i m p e t u s
\ ’ i m - p e - t e s \  励

Combined 
Polytechnic Chinese 
CF Bible Camp
11–13 October 2016
Eden Bible Presbyterian Church
Theme: 通往天国的奥秘 
(Path towards the mystery of heaven)

FES Chinese 
Work Big 
Family 
Gathering 
2016
21 October 2016
7:30pm
Leng Kwang 
Baptist Church
Theme: 从心合一 
(Unity)

NTU English CF Bible Camp 
8–12 December 2016
Majodi Centre, Johor, Malaysia
Theme: The theme talks will be based on 
the book of Galatians
Speaker: Dr Leonard Wee, Trinity 
Theological College

NUS VCF Annual 
Teach-In Camp (Anntic)
26–31 December 2016
Majodi Centre, Johor, Malaysia
Programme:
- Expositions on the book of 
Hebrews by Dr Leow Theng Huat, 
Trinity Theological College
- Inductive Bible Study Training
- Workshop

Note: More information will be given 
on the respective fellowship websites 
when it is available. 

FES celebrates 
IFES World 
Student Day
15 October 2016
Venue: TBD

FES Indonesian 
Ministry 
Combined 
Student Camp
8–11 December 2016
Majodi Centre, Johor, 
Malaysia
Theme: Finding Jolly: 
A Starter kit for the 
Reaching Out Journey

JCUS CF Camp
26 -28 October 2016
Aloha Changi 
Fairy Point Chalet 6
Theme: Burning Hearts

a n n o u n c e m e n t s
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Register and submit 
your contest entry at 
http://www.fessingapore.org/mdp2016/

For more information, contact:
event@fessingapore.org

This competition is organised by FES Singapore. 

Modern 
Day 
Parable
Writing 
Competition 

•	 Address	and	engage	the	many	issues		
of	his	time	

•	 Present	the	ways	of	the	kingdom	of	God	
and	challenge	his	hearers’	conformity	to	
personal	and	corporate	patterns	of	sin

•	 Reclaim	the	power	and	validity of story	
through	modern day parables	that	can	
engage	and	become	a	prophetic	voice	
in	our	society	

 

A	story	that:
•	 conveys	biblical	teaching	and	values	
•	 addresses	issues	in	contemporary	

Singapore	society	at	large	and	student	
life	in	particular

•	 All	Christian	students	currently	enrolled	
in	a	local	tertiary	educational	institution	
or	programme

•	 Maximum	word	count:	English	(600	
words),	Chinese	(800	characters),	
Bahasa	Indonesia	(800	words)

•	 Up	to	2	submissions	per	entrant	 								
are	allowed

•	 Each	entry	must	include	a	brief	
explanation	of	the	parable	(issues	
covered,	intent,	biblical	message)	in	 		
not	more	than	300	words/characters

•	 Winning	entries	will	be	included	in	the	
planned	Modern	Day	Parable	book	to	 	
be	published	by	FES	Singapore	in	2017

•	 Book	vouchers

Closing date: 31 December 2016.  
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Morph is a new FES education and engagement 
programme (replacing the previous GCube 
programme) for students to encounter God at a 
deeper level and go through experiences that 
challenge their life perspectives.

In support of the wholistic understanding of 
mission, this programme will:

training/MEETING dates:
OCT 22 (2-5PM)
Programme Launch

NOV 12 (2-5PM)
God, Self, and Others

DEC 2 & 3 (10PM-6AM)
Local Exposure:
Hidden Communities in SG

JAN 7 (2-5PM)
Culture and 
Contextualisation

FEB (TBD)
Local Exposure: 
Engaging Other Faiths

MARCH 3 & 4
Preparation Camp

REGISTRATION 
CLOSING DATE:
30 SEPT 2016
(Sign-ups will be capped at 
24 pax maximum and will close 
when numbers are reached)

Please register at: 
tinyurl.com/morph2016

For more information, 
email May Lan at:
maylan.siah@fessingapore.org

MEETING VENUE:
FES-GCF Conference Room
#05-05 North Bridge Centre, 
420 North Bridge Road, 
Singapore 188727

EDUCATION AND
ENGAGEMENT 
PROGRAMME

MAY/JUNE
Four-Week Exposure Trip 
(Cambodia, North West China, 
Philippines or South Thailand)

JULY 8 (2-5PM)
Wrap Up And 
The Way Forward

2
0

16

2
0

17

Note: In addition to the above, 
there will be four to five team meetings

Commitment is 100% 
attendance for all sessions!

re-examine and recover the relation of 
the Christian self to others in an 
intercultural context
build on theoretical as well as practical 
knowledge and skills for engaging in 
wholistic witness
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The title of this article is an adaptation of 
the question “What does Jesus Christ think 
of the University?” which Charles Malik 
posed in his seminal book “A Christian 
Critique of the University”. Malik, a 
Lebanese Christian who once served as 
President of the United Nations General 
Assembly, believed that:

Since the university determines the 
course of events and the destiny of 
man more than any other institution 
or agency today, it is impossible for a 
Christian not to ask the question…. 
Whoever that critic or whatever that 
criterion might be, in a Christian 
critique of the university the critic 
can only be Jesus Christ himself.1 

In his book, Malik observed that many 
universities had swerved from the original 
intent of their foundation: the Lordship 
of Christ in all aspects of life.2 Vinoth 
Ramachandra has also lamented that the 
modern university education has suffered 
the adverse impact of commodification, 
commercialisation, and fragmentation.3 
Others have also offered their opinions on 
this matter.4  

1 Charles Malik, A Christian Critique of The 
University (Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity 
Press, 1982), 25.
2 Malik, A Christian Critique, 30.
3 Terrence Halliday, et. al., Engaging the Campus – 
Faith and Service in the Academy (Singapore: FES 
Singapore, 2014), 41-47.
4 Two examples are: Philip W. Eaton, Engaging the 
Culture, Changing the World: The Christian University 

In a similar sentiment, let us ask ourselves, 
especially in the context of our calling 
to serve tertiary students, “What does 
Jesus Christ think of student ministry on 

our campuses?” Hundreds of books and 
thousands of articles could be written to 
address this question, nevertheless, allow 
me to argue that the way Jesus Christ 
thinks of  student ministry must link to the 
three original intents why he called student 
ministry into existence in the first place.

Evangelism. Discipleship. Mission. Each of 
them has a distinct catchphrase: Students 
Reaching Students; Students Today, Leaders 
Tomorrow; and Changing the World, One 

in a Post-Christian World (Downers Grove, Illinois: 
InterVarsity Press, 2011) and Cornelius Plantinga 
Jr., Engaging God’s World: A Christian Vision 
of Faith, Learning, and Living (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Eerdmans, 2002).

Changing the 
World, One 
Student at A Time.

Students 
Reaching 
Students

CJ
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Student at A Time. I strongly believe, 
if these tags are really happening and 
not mere slogans, our Lord Jesus would 
certainly affirm and commend our work.

Much has been 
mentioned in 
my previous 
writings on the 
latter two, so 
I would like 
to now reflect 
more on the 
first: Students 
R e a c h i n g 
Students. 

Do our pro-
grammes invite 
students to draw 

closer to Christ or push them further 
away from him? Do our students live out 
such attractive Christian lifestyles that 
their friends become fascinated to find 
out more, or are their lifestyles so similar 
to that of the world that their friends are 
even doubtful they are Christians? If the 
answer to both questions is the latter, then 
we have failed.

Does the busyness of our students – 
in planning and organising Christian 
Fellowship (CF) events – hinder them 
from having meaningful interaction and 
relationships with their non-CF friends? 
Do students on the campuses perceive the 
CF merely as a group of Christians staying 
in a holy huddle? If the answer is yes, then 
again we have failed. 

29

Do our fellowship meetings cultivate space 
and foster warmth that offers acceptance 
and grace to those who are seeking? Do 
our students become the aroma of Christ 
to those who live among them – their 
fellow students, project team members, 
roommates, lecturers or even the people 
they get acquainted with in the canteen or 
student lounge? Is the Good News of Jesus 
Christ sustainably proclaimed in our Bible 
study groups and meetings? If the answer 
is no for these three inquiries, then we 
have failed. 

Hence, will Jesus give us an A+ or an F? 
Somehow, I must critically and reflexively 
acknowledge that in reality our condition 
may not be pretty far from the above 
hypothetical answers. However, I do not 
lose hope. He who calls us is faithful. He 
will fulfil what he has entrusted us to do. 

Here is one thing I would like to suggest.
 
All the above possibilities of failure may 
happen, arguably due to various causes. 
I would like to note two reasons here, 
echoing Lesslie Newbigin’s analysis: our 
arrogance and anxiety.5 Therefore, to fully 
claim what Students Reaching Students can 
and should do, we must first of all never 
lose unswerving confidence in the Gospel, as 
Newbigin explains:
 

5 Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in the Pluralist Society 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1989), 242-
243.

g s  d e s k 

Changing the 
World, One 
Student at A Time.

Students 
Reaching 
Students

CJ

Students 
Today, 
Leaders 
Tomorrow



 >40
Welcome teas/

outreach events to be 
held from August to 

September 2016

Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary

$  a n d  S e n s e

$23K
Accumulated

Deficit

 $115K  
The amount to be 

raised monthly

Having been brought to the point 
of believing in Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour, we seek to understand and 
cope with every kind of experience 
and every evidence of truth in the 
light of this faith…. We are prepared 
to recognise (as every human being 
has to recognise) that there are 
areas of mystery and that there are 
puzzles which are not solved for a 
long time. But with the confidence 
in the Gospel we expect to find, 
and we do find, that the initial faith 
is confirmed, strengthened, and 
enlarged as we go on through life.6 

6 Newbigin, The Gospel in the Pluralist Society, 243.

>500
New students welcomed 

to our CFs this new 
academic year

3%
Percentage of 

alumni who support
us financially

JAnuARY 
TO JuLY 
2016 
uPDATE

CJ

So, what is your take on what Jesus Christ 
thinks of student ministry on campus, 
especially in the aspect of Students 
Reaching Students? Let me know, I would 
love to hear from you.

Students 
Reaching 
Students
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If you would like to find out more about supporting the FES ministry, 
go to http://www.fessingapore.org/participate/support-us



 
FES Singapore (2016)

Flux And Beyond is a compilation of articles written by 
graduates from different tertiary institutes and diverse 
cultural backgrounds. Many of these articles were 
originally compiled in the booklet, Flux, a publication of 
Life Travel Planners, a ministry of NUS VCF in 2012. 
The writers of these articles, having wrestled with the 
issues of life after graduation, sought to inspire those who 
are still students, to begin the journey of discovering what 
it means to be a Christian in the workplace as early as 
possible, and not just during their final year of studies. 

Besides these articles, we have also included a slightly 
condensed version of Dr Bobby Sng’s monograph, 
Decision Making: Seeking to Know God’s Will which 
was originally published in 1984. A list of resources, 
including information on programmes for fresh graduates 
by the Marketplace Christian Network and Friends In 
Transition, is provided in this book as well.

Though this is not meant to be a manual, we hope this 
book will be a treasured companion in our journey to 
be a community of Christians struggling with similar 
concerns on issues pertaining to work, the workplace, and 
all other things in between.

This book is available at the FES office.

Perspective is published twice a year 
to update readers on the FES student 
ministry, as well as to encourage a 
broader and deeper perspective on 
issues affecting our Christian life 
and witness.
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FES is an interdenominational Christian 
organisation serving among tertiary level 
students in Singapore. Our vision is to see a 
community of Christlike leaders who are salt 
and light on campus, in church, and in society 
for the glory of God. 

FES Affiliates
•	Varsity	Christian	Fellowship	(National	
University	of	Singapore)	•	Polytechnic	
Christian Fellowship (Singapore Polytechnic) 
•	Ngee	Ann	Polytechnic	Christian	Fellowship	
•	Nanyang	Technological	University	Christian	
Fellowship (including National Institute of 
Education	Christian	Fellowship)	•	Singapore	
Institute of Management Students’ Christian 
Fellowship	•	Temasek	Polytechnic	Students’	
Christian	Fellowship	•	James	Cook	University	
Singapore	Christian	Fellowship	•	Military	
Christian	Fellowship	•	Graduates’	Christian	
Fellowship	•	Nanyang	University	Graduates’	
Christian Fellowship

Pioneering work at Nanyang Polytechnic, 
Republic Polytechnic, Curtin University, 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, LASALLE 
College of the Arts, East Asia School of 
Business, Management Development Institute 
of Singapore and Singapore Management 
University

FES President 
•	Dr	Lawrence	Chia	
Vice-Presidents 
•	Dr	Ernest	Chew	
•	Rev.	Dr	Choong	Chee	Pang	
•	Rev.	Timothy	See	
•	Bishop	Wee	Boon	Hup
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