


Looking Back, 
L iving Forwards: 
Trusting the Lord for Tomorrow

前人栽树, 后人乘凉
(qián rén zāi shù, hòu rén chénɡ liánɡ)

Early last year in my GS Letter, I shared the above Chinese proverb, which 
may literally mean “one generation plants a tree, the next generation rests 
in the shade.” During this year of fallow, when I reflected and looked back, I 
read numerous inspiring stories and accounts of sacrificial service rendered 
by the pioneering generations of FES. I believe that not only them, but also 
the many generations after them, have in one way or another contributed to 
growing the “trees and leaves” under whose shade FES can now thrive. For 
60 years we have been truly riding on the shoulders of the many giants that 
God has amazingly raised from each generation. 

Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard said “Life can only be understood 
backwards; but it must be lived forwards.” Concurring to that, the exercises 
of looking back in this year of replenishment and listening has not led us to 
mere inward looking, but rather helped us to understand how FES should 
live forwards. You can catch a glimpse of this in the stories from the 
various campuses and ministries shared in this Annual Review. 



The above trajectory will continue into the year 2020 in which we will 
diligently “plough” and discern the direction of the FES ministry ahead of 
us. Challenges may arise and changes could occur. They are both exciting 
and daunting. However, let me end with a reassuring counsel from Koichi 
Ohtawa, former Regional Secretary of IFES East Asia: “The practice of 
looking back on yesterday will give us strength to live today with the Lord 
and to trust the Lord for tomorrow.” 

“The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). 

Lisman Komaladi
General  Secretary



English Section

One challenge commonly faced 
by our students this year was 
the making and maintenance of 
friendships. It was a frequent 
conversation topic in the 
Polytechnic CFs. The annual 
camp for JCUSCF was centred 
on friendships. Students from 
VCF and NTU CF commented 
that genuine friends were difficult 
to make because of the ever-
increasing academic workload and 
competition.

SIM SCF tried to address this issue 
by organising a one-day school-
wide card-game activity called Smol 
Talk. Every card in Smol Talk is a 
question designed to break ice and 
generate meaningful conversations. 

Jeremiah Goh
Head,  English Section

The CF used these cards to start 
conversations among SIM staff and 
students who attended the event. 
The purpose was to break the 
monotony of school life and inject 
community spirit among people on 
campus.

Initiatives such as Smol Talk 
highlight how our CFs can engage 
their campuses meaningfully by 
addressing critical and shared 
concerns. In this way, CFs continue 
to maintain their Christian 
identity while creatively seeking 
opportunities to witness on their 
campuses.



2019 has been another year when 
new staff joined the Chinese Work 
ministry and the grace of God 
continues to abound as we serve the 
Chinese CFs on the campuses. We 
are thankful for God’s provision of 
two new staff workers to support 
and guide the students after one 
staff returned to Macau and another 
staff went to seminary. 

In the middle of the year, a team 
of brothers from NTU Chinese CF 
and SIM Chinese CF, together with 
Joyce ganshi (staff worker), went 
to an Orang Asli village in Pahang, 
Malaysia to explore the area and 

start our friendship with the 
people there. We thank God for 
making this long-awaited trip 
possible. Come 2020, students 
from the polytechnic Chinese 
CFs will continue on this trail to 
befriend the Orang Asli.

It has been exciting to see 
students learn and grow through 
the annual Bible study camps held 
in January and October. We give 
thanks to God for this.

Lai  Sze Khiong
Head,  Chinese Work

Chinese Work



Indonesian Ministry
Darryl  Andriyan Putra
Head,  Indonesian Ministry

To mark the 20th anniversary of 
Indonesian Students Christian 
Fellowship (ISCF) ministry a family 
day was held in January. It was a 
celebration of what God has done 
thus far, while also pausing to 
ponder on the current challenges 
on the different campuses and the 
vision we strive to see. It was an 
apt opening to this year of fallow, a 
year of listening.

In line with the desire to listen, 
NTU ISCF decided to look into 
the issue of LGBT to better 

understand the struggles some 
people experience, and address 
misconceptions people have 
pertaining to this sensitive matter.

To listen is to pay attention to the 
people in our midst, and to take 
them seriously. It often requires us 
to slow down, which may sound 
unappealing in our fast-paced 
society. But this is necessary if we 
want to serve more effectively. 
May God help us to listen to Him 
and to one another, as we strive to 
be His witness in our time.



Graduates Ministry

Our graduates work focuses on building a 
network of graduates by providing support 
especially for the younger graduates. The 
Graduate Resource Integration Team (GRIT) 
of the English section, cohort groups in the 
Indonesian Ministry, and core groups from 
different Chinese CF alumni, help to facilitate 
network building among the fresh graduates 
even before graduation. Furthermore, 
Campus to Colleagues (C2C), an initiative 
of the English Section, runs workshops, 
small groups and retreats to provide space 
for Christian thinking and discussion. The 
Chinese Work alumni ministry organises 
camps for graduating students, monthly 
devotions, as well as annual retreats for the 
older graduates. The Indonesian Ministry 
runs biannual meetings to engage the 
graduates and a social media channel called 
“Thank God It’s Monday” (TGIM), which 
provides a platform for graduates to be 
ministered on-the-go during their busy week. 
Currently, together with the Graduates’ 
Christian Fellowship, we are organising a 
national graduate conference to be held in 
July 2020.

Michael  Kang
Graduates Ministry



Resource 
and Training
Victor Wibowo
Head,  Resource and Training

Since its establishment, one of FES’ emphasis is to 
encourage the shaping of the Christian mind. One 
of the ways this is done is by developing the book 
ministry to provide good and accessible Christian 
resources to students. But with the many Christian 
resources available to us in our well-connected 
world, it is no wonder that we are overwhelmed 
with the myriad of choices. 

It is with this background in mind that FES Library 
is experimenting two initiatives. First, we started 
a short and simple newsletter called FLINT (Fes 
LIbrary NewsleTter), in which we publicise our newly 

acquired books and make a few recommendations. 
Second, we invite students to bring selected 

library books to their CF meetings to encourage 
them to borrow the books without physically 
coming down to the office. We have yet to 
see its effectiveness, but we will continue 
to observe and experiment as we sincerely 

hope that our members may find the 
library a great platform to encourage 

spiritual growth.



Communications

In order to establish and re-establish 
connections with our very diverse audience, 
the Communications Team brought FES into 
the digital space by setting up an Instagram 
and Facebook account.

The FES Instagram channel was started 
on 26 July and is primarily for CFs to know 
what other CFs and FES are up to. Staff and 
students take turns to takeover the channel 
and post updates, interviews, ideas, and 
inspirations.The channel offers the most 
spontaneous and dynamic insight into the 
daily activities of the CFs and FES and 
allows all the CFs to experience the true 
dynamism of FES student ministry. As such, 
the best way to know what is happening in 
FES and the CFs today is to follow us at 
@fesfellowship!

The FES Facebook page was launched 
together with our Instagram to connect 
with our graduates. The page is still a work 
in progress but currently offers a fortnightly 
update of FES and CF events, as well as 
regular reports and letters from the GS.

Jeremiah Goh
Head,  Communications



P loughing for the Year of 2020
Highlighting our ministry concerns for the year ahead

International students among us is 
the new normal. We aim to effectively 
serve these students from a multitude 
of nations so that they can return to 
their home countries equipped as salt 
and light. The International Student 
Ministry (ISM) of FES has thus been 
busy developing curriculum and 
resources for the student-led ISM 
groups in a few of our CFs.

92
The estimated 
numbers of student 
nationalities in 
campuses today 

Our Instagram channel has 
served as a useful platform 
for FES and its CFs to engage 
with and enjoy each other’s 
posts and presence. FES 
must next determine the 
depth and direction of our 
digital strategy so that it can 
readily embrace any new 
communication technology.
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6 The number 

of Instagram 
followers of 
@fesfellowship

25%

In NUS alone, the number 
of postgraduate students 
grew by a quarter in the last 
ten years. The profiles and 
needs of postgraduates are 
more niche and require FES 
to provide more intellectually 
rigorous care.

The estimated 
percentage of 
postgraduate students 
in the public universities

21 The number of CFs 
in campuses today

The number of campuses in Singapore 
has increased from 7 in 2007 to 16 
in 2019. The number of FES-affiliated 
CFs has also increased from 13 to 
21 in the same span. Along with this 
increase comes complexities from the 
nuanced differences between public, 
private, polytechnic, and ITE students. 
There is an urgent need to integrate 
and align the efforts between the 
ministry sections more to serve this 
increasing number of campuses with 
our limited pool of staff workers.


