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In Bahasa Indonesia, the word 
for gratitude is terima kasih. 
The word terima means to 

receive and kasih is love, so literally 
terima kasih is to receive or accept love. 
Hence, in Indonesian culture, expressing 
gratitude means to genuinely receive 
the expressions of love given, be it 
intangible (hospitality, care, protection, 
forgiveness) or tangible (gift, money, 
physical presence).

Receiving the love of others has not 
been easy for me as I was raised as the 
eldest son of a typical Chinese family 
which required me to do the opposite. 
I was more used to giving way to and 
caring for my younger siblings, as well 
as taking on more responsibilities than 
them. When I did it well, I would get 
recognition. It is a culture of merit. I do 
not need to accept the care of others. 
I just need to ensure they accept mine 
and I will be rewarded. Unknowingly, I 
had lost a sense of gratitude.  

This aspect of me only started to change 
after I became a Christian during my 
high school days when I learnt to accept 
the sacrificial and unmerited love of our 
Lord Jesus. I experienced what grace 
meant and rediscovered how to live in 
gratitude. It is also not a coincidence 
that gratitude and grace originated from 
the same word in Latin: gratus, meaning 
both thankful and free of charge. 

During the second half of 2016, I was in 
much anxiety over the financial situation 
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terima 
kasih



Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary
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Experiencing what grace 
means and rediscovering 
how to live in gratitude

GS DESK:
of FES when the projected 2016 financial 
deficit was near to a six-digit figure. 
But, I have been surprised to see how 
the needs have been met through the 
unexpected and generous gifts received 
in the last quarter. 

For the cheerful givers in Corinth, Paul 
exhorts that they “will be enriched 
in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry 
of this service is not only supplying 
the needs of the saints but is also 
overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God” (2 Corinthians 9:11–12). Similarly, 
I would like to express gratitude, first to 
our God, Jehovah Jireh (the Lord who 
provides), as well as to you, our faithful 
supporters, as the instruments of His 
grace.

Lastly, let me quote Henri Nouwen’s 
writing taken from his book, Compassion: 
A Reflection on the Christian Life, which 
accurately represents what I feel now.

 

Terima Kasih! •

GS Desk

Wherever we see real service, 
we also see joy, because in the 
midst of service a divine presence 
becomes visible and a gift is 
offered. Therefore, those who serve 
as followers of Jesus discover that 
they are receiving more than they 
are giving. 

terima 
kasih
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NPCF COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
EVENT

On 23 November 2016, 
15 students from the 
English and Chinese 

CFs of Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) and 
Nanyang Polytechnic, accompanied 
by two FES staff workers, headed 
down to HealthServe @ Tai Seng for 
a community engagement event. Mr 
Tim, a HealthServe staff, started by 
explaining the background of the non-
profit organisation, as well as the culture 
of the migrant workers they reach out 
to. We then participated in a handicraft 
session, where we interacted with a 
group of migrant workers and together 
made crafts out of melted crayon.

It may be uncommon to associate 
migrant workers with being artistic but 
as it turns out, many of them are gifted 
in art! We were given several simple 
shape outlines for our reference but 
most of them improvised, drawing 
elaborate Christmas trees and other 
scenes reminiscent of home. It was a 
heart-warming experience, to be able to 
ask them the inspirations behind their 
artwork and through that, know more 
about their backgrounds. 

Although we could not overtly share the 
gospel with the migrant workers, we are 
grateful for the exposure and thank God 
for the rare opportunity where we are 
able to have conversations with those 
who are often forgotten in society.

The greatest takeaway for me – as with 
many of my fellow participants – is a 
newfound appreciation of the lives we 

Touching lives through 
our small actions

NPCF students interacting with the migrant workers at Healthserve while doing melted crayon crafts
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Isabella Cai 
NP, Mass Communication
Year 2
I love plants and am the happy 
owner of several terrariums 
and one mini green bean 
‘plantation’. 

lead now. After hearing the stories of 
hardship shared by the migrant workers 
and seeing the joy they showed during the 
activity, I’ve grown to better understand 
how simple it is to be content and joyful. 
I’m reminded that our joy is founded in 
God and one of the best ways we can 
reach out to the people who have yet to 
know Him is to be His living testimonies; 
by being joyful even in the midst of trial! 
Let us continue to strive to be His salt 

NPCF students interacting with the migrant workers at Healthserve while doing melted crayon crafts

and light, and that through our small 
actions, we may touch the lives of those 
around us. •

NPCF
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与外劳一同制作手工艺品, 彼此了解, 教导我要常常感恩
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义安理工团契
社区参与活动：

HealthServe是一个基督教宣教组织，主要的服
事对象是在新加坡工作的外劳。这个组织除了为
这些外劳提供医疗服务，也为他们提供一个可以
聚集的地方。

我很感恩能参与这次探访HealthServe的活动。
在探访中，我深深地体会到这些外劳的无助和需
要，这次的探访也同时提醒我生活中的诸般恩
典，教导我要常常感恩。在我们的日常生活中，
我们很轻易地把恩典当成是理所当然的，但在现
实生活中却有很多像这一群外劳的人常常需要我
们的关怀和帮助。

在与外劳一同制作手工艺品时，我们也有机会彼
此了解，并共享一段美好的时光。•

戴彰毅
南洋理工学院商业管理系（第三年）
是个无肉不欢者，所以不要带我去吃
沙律！

学会感恩

NPCF
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COMBINED 
ISCF CAMP

A combined Indonesian Students’ 
Christian Fellowship (ISCF) Camp 
was held at Majodi Centre, Johor 

Bahru, from 7–11 December 2016. Exactly 
50 people came from the ISCFs in public 
and private universities in Singapore. 
The theme of this camp is “Finding 
Jolly, a Starter Kit for the Reaching Out 
Journey”. It may sound weird at first, 
but it perfectly describes the things we 
expected to achieve through the camp. 

Jolly refers to the unbeliever that we, 
the camp attendees, need to reach out 
to. The starter kit symbolises the various 
plenary sessions, Bible expositions from 
Jonah, and several workshops which 
were meant to equip us for outreach. 
Through the sessions I learnt about 
Jonah’s struggles in reaching out to 
Nineveh. My motivations for outreach 
were corrected, doubts were clarified, 
and practical problems I usually encounter 
when reaching out were also dealt with. 
In our small groups, we discussed the 
material given to us in all the sessions 
and tried to know one another’s struggle 
while making suggestions to apply the 
lessons learnt in our daily lives.

Who is Jolly and what is 
the Starter Kit all about?  

FINDING JOLLY, A 
STARTER KIT FOR 
THE REACHING OUT 
JOURNEY

8 Playing an icebreaker game The speaker Mr Triawan Learning from God’s Word through a game



Christian Yonatan
NTU, Electronic and Electrical 
Engineering Year 4
I will always be the last one at the 

dining table to finish all the food!

ISCF Camp

There were three different workshops 
in the camp – outreach to our inner 
circle, outreach to the marginalised, 
and outreach through vocation. Each 
attendee had to choose two of the three. 
For myself, I chose outreach to the inner 
circle, since I have many close friends 
who are non-believers, and outreach 
through vocation because as a final-year 
student, I need to prepare myself to be 
salt and light in the working environment. 
A practical decision which I personally 
made during the camp was to commit to 
praying for my close friends while doing 
everything consciously to glorify God. 
 
Other than the excellent sessions, I also 
gained exposure to the various ISCFs in 
Singapore. In the past, I never thought 
about how other ISCFs were doing. 
Through this camp, we could share about 
our own CFs and learn to strengthen each 
other. I really enjoyed this camp and feel 
greatly blessed through all the sessions 
that we had. I hope this combined ISCF 
camp legacy can be continued, on a 
bigger scale in future. •

Learning from God’s Word through a game The camp was also an opportunity for the students to get to know the other ISCFs in Singapore 9
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Approximately 30 participants 
were at the NTU English CF Bible 
Camp held from 8–12 December 

2016 at Majodi Centre in Johor, Malaysia. 
The camp’s theme, “Faith Works”, 
was taken from Galatians, where Paul 
expounded on what it means to have 
faith and to work out our faith. 

Here are some reflections from four 
students who were at the camp.

Faith Works: what it means 
to have faith and to work 
out our faith

NTU-CF 
CAMP

TO UNPACK THE INTRICATE concept 
of being justified by faith, the theme 
speaker, Dr Leonard Wee guided us 
through an intensive study of Galatians. 
We explored topics like the differences 
between the old and new covenant, 
the political influences during the 
Second Temple Judaism, Paul’s subtle 
references to the Old Testament, and 
the manifestation of faith in bearing 
the fruit of the Spirit. Personally, I felt 
compelled by Dr Wee’s challenge for 
us to confront doubts concerning our 
faith; this provided an impetus for me 
to read the Scriptures more closely and 
more intentionally. Additionally, Dr Wee 
shared useful advice regarding effective 
ministry and conflict management.

Christine Toh
NTU, Economics Year 4
I have sub-par spatial awareness. 
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NTU-CF Camp

I ATTENDED THE WORKSHOP on 
Eschatology that was conducted by 
Gilbert Koh. This workshop expounded 
on the different interpretative lenses 
through which people across time view 
the book of Revelations: it covered 
various theories on hotly debated key 
events such as the millennium kingdom 
in Revelations 20; the rapture and the 
antichrist, as well as the tribulations of 
the end times. There is no unanimously 
agreed upon view for each of these 
key events, and much of an individual’s 
interpretation depends on the social 
location and background of the reader 
who is reading Revelations. I really liked 
how the speaker mentioned that the 
book of Revelations isn’t so much about 
fear as it is about the beautiful adoration 
and worship of our almighty God. Many 
passages in the book make mention 
to the entire creation prostrating and 
giving glory and honour to the God and 
the Lord Jesus when He comes back 
again. It changed my perspective on the 

end times – rather than living in fear 
and uncertainty about what will happen 
in the future, it taught me instead to 
live a life focused on worshipping and 
serving God with anticipation. My key 
lesson would be to store up treasures 
in heaven, knowing that our ultimate 
goal is to give God the ultimate glory, 
and worship Him forever. I am reminded 
to put aside any weight that hinders me 
from pursuing Christ and His Kingdom 
work as a student.  It is extremely 
comforting to know that our service is 
not in vain, and that we have so much to 
look forward to in the midst of the chaos 
that is happening in the world today.

Janell Chu
NTU, Wee Kim Wee School 
of Communication and 
Information Year 3
I stayed in Amsterdam for five 

months during my student 

exchange programme!

Studying the book of Galatians guided by theme talk speaker, Dr Leonard Wee, 
lecturer from Trinity Theological College 
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I ATTENDED THE WORKSHOP on 
"Why we think what we think" and 
learnt that our thoughts are shaped by 
our environment. Through the media, 
internet, or government, we are 
constantly exposed to new thoughts and 
ideas. Although there are many forms 
of influence, the workshop focused on 
the influence of culture. We gained an 
understanding of how external influences 
might affect how we view God and the 
Church, and how we read the Bible. 
Words that might seem biblical might not 
actually be from the Bible. This can be 
seen in the difference between worldly 
and biblical virtues. My take away is the 
importance of being cautious both when 
quoting Scripture and when taking input 
from the world.

Yeo Shijing
NTU, School of Computer 
Science and Engineering Year 2
I enjoy walking around 
Singapore! 
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All the campers

The Camp Committee

Campers having their first session of icecreaker games



13

THE CAMP WAS A wonderful opportunity for 
me to step out of my comfort zone to make 
new friends and delve deeper into God’s 
Word. Throughout the camp, I learned the 
differences between various denominations. 
It was encouraging to see how different 
denominations could come together to learn 
what differentiates one from the other, yet 
be loving to one another. •

Joshua Ng
NTU, Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering Year 2
I am always looking forward to good 

and affordable food.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY  CLARA TAN

NTU-CF Camp

The Camp Committee

Inductive Bible Study (IBS) Sessions:(L-R) IBS Poetry, IBS 101 Introduction and IBS Epistles 

Campers having their first session of icecreaker games



The NUS Varsity Christian Fellowship (VCF) Annual Teach-In Camp (AnnTIC) is held 
annually for six days when NUS VCFers get together, away from distractions 
and responsibilities in Singapore, to focus on God’s Word. Last year’s AnnTIC, 

with the theme Unshakeable was held from 26-31 December at Majodi Centre, Johor, 
Malaysia. The speaker for the theme talks based on the book of Hebrews was Dr Leow 
Theng Huat, lecturer in Church History and Theology at Trinity Theological College, 
Singapore.

NUS VCF ANNTIC
Unshakeable
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The Camp Committee (Some not in picture)

Dr Leow Theng Huat, lecturer from Trinity 
Theological College, is the speaker for the 
theme talks on the book of Hebrews 

A group poses with their house of cards after trying and failing many times

A daily exhibition featuring stories by CFers; campers read and respond with their own stories

Group photo taken at the end of the camp



EVERY DAY AT CAMP, my eyes are 
opened to see the beauty and richness of 
God’s Word and I'm so thankful to have 
the opportunity to study it. Inductive 
Bible Study (IBS) sessions were always 
insightful and the workshops were 
always challenging my world views. This 
year’s nightly theme talks on Hebrews 
helped me appreciate how theology 
deepens our understanding and hence 
love for God. But I’m most thankful for 
the friendships made. The community I 
found at AnnTIC is truly very precious, 
a close reflection of the fellowship of 
believers in Acts 2. I’ve been so blessed Dorcas Ong

NUS, Medicine Year 3
I like hojicha. 

NUS VCF AnnTIC

by the sharing that is always encouraging 
and inspiring, the discussions that are 
always thought-provoking and edifying. 
But the final question is invariably: How 
will we live our lives differently after 
camp? Ending the year with camp has 
allowed me to set my heart right for the 
new year ahead; I've come out of Anntic 
feeling so refreshed, more in love with 
God’s Word, more passionate to pursue 
Him courageously, and with a greater 
capacity to love others.

15

A group poses with their house of cards after trying and failing many times

Group photo taken at the end of the camp Students praying for the speaker at the end of a workshop

Campers rush to memorise verses 
(Extra points are given if done in KJV)
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Douglas Lai
NUS, Arts and Social Sciences 
Year 1
I am in this world but not of this 
world, in fact I’m out of this world.

THE THEME TALKS on Hebrews 1–5 
impacted me in two ways. It reminds me 
of the Lordship of Jesus Christ the Son of 
God. Yet at the same time, the humanness 
He experienced on earth. The extent of 
His empathy with our weakness and 
struggle with sin, compounded with the 
extent that God lowered Himself even 
beneath ourselves, to die a completely 
unjustified death for humans completely 
undeserving is mind-boggling and heart-
breaking. This amazing love must propel 
me to seek Him wholeheartedly, to live a 
life that loves Him and loves His people, 
especially on campus. 

January 2017 Impetus

HAVING CLOSE FRIENDS who were in what I believe to be cults, attending the 
workshop Cults and Fringe Groups was really of personal interest to me and indeed, 
the session turned out not just to be thought-provoking but above all, edifying. Many 
issues were touched upon during the workshop which attempted to remove our deep-
seated biases towards cults. Personally, my takeaway was this: that while we should 
be discerning in identifying heretical beliefs, it might be unhelpful to label any Christian 
group with different or strange beliefs with as negative a label as a “cult” and in 
so doing, create division, judgement, and arrogance within the Christian community. 
It was this message that really resonated with me, and made me reflect upon the 
possible narrow-minded and unloving view of mainstream Christians such as myself.

 
Cheryl Lim
NUS, Law Year 3
I have watched 还珠格格 (My 
Fair Princess) at least 30 times.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY  JOY LIM

AND SABRINA

I ENTERED THE Church and Politics 
workshop with largely negative ideas of 
how the Singapore church conventionally 
interacts with politics. And our facilitators 
prompted us to think about how the two 
can and should interact. They introduced 
writings by Stanley Hauerwas about 
seeing the church as a political entity 
of its own, and instead of “going” into 
the political realm to make change, the 
church should first “be”, that is to model 
the change it wants to see. Providing us 
with not so much answers, as a new way 
to frame questions about the complex 
issue of church and politics, I highly 
appreciated this workshop. •

Ho Yan Lin
Yale-NUS, Psychology Year 4
An anagram of my name is 
a holy inn. 

NUS VCF AnnTIC
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The Chinese Work Combined 
University Bible Camp, held from 
2–6 January 2017 at Eden Bible 

Presbyterian Church, was a fruitful time 
of intensely learning of God’s Word and 
fellowshipping with brothers and sisters 
from the Chinese CFs at NUS, NTU and 
SIM. The 4D3N camp, with the theme 
Jesus’ Footsteps, focused on studying 
the gospels. Other than learning 
methods of studying the gospels, one 
major take away for myself is that I 
should always be joyful because of what 
Jesus has done for me. •

Following in Jesus’ footsteps

CHINESE WORK 
COMBINED 
UNIVERSITY 
BIBLE CAMP

Cao Junbo
NUS, Philosophy, Year 2
I like puns, I am very punny. 

Icebreaker games on the first day



Feet washing - everyone takes turns to 
wash each other’s feet. This is to learn 
humility and service

CW Bible Camp

FES Chinese Work Staffworkers sharing from the Bible. 

Rev Dr Lim Teck Peng, Associate Dean of Trinity Theological 
College, talking to us about wisdom literature in the Bible

19
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In the last sermon he ever preached, 
John Stott echoed the Apostle Paul 
when he said that God’s greatest desire 
and plan for us is to become like his Son, 
Jesus Christ.

BUT HOW?

Stott prayed daily that God would bear 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit in his own life; 
a prayer clearly answered and evident in 
his Christlikeness.

Chris Wright, a close friend of John 
Stott, reflects on all nine qualities that 
the Apostle Paul includes in the fruit of 
the Spirit in Galatians. He shows how 
they are rooted in the character of God, 
first revealed in the Old Testament, and 
modelled and taught by Jesus. With 

BECOMING 
LIKE JESUS:
CULTIVATING THE FRUIT 
OF THE SPIRIT

Christopher J. H. Wright
Langham Preaching Resources 2016

applications to encourage biblical growth 
with depth, and questions at the end of 
each chapter, this is an ideal resource for 
preachers, study groups and personal 
reflection.

Many people rightly stress the importance 
of the gifts, power and ministries of the 
Holy Spirit, but easily neglect Paul’s 
command to live and walk by the Spirit 
and cultivate the fruit that only he can 
bear in our lives. Paying close attention 
to the beautiful and robust qualities that 
Paul includes in the fruit, and seeking 
daily to cultivate them with God’s help, 
is surely one way we can become more 
and more like Jesus.

(taken from the back cover of the book)
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JUST LIVING
FAITH AND COMMUNITY IN 
AN AGE OF CONSUMERISM

Ruth Valerio
Hodder & Stoughton 2016

How can Christians live well in a 
globalised, consumerist society?

Globalisation and consumerism affect 
every area of our lives. But it’s not just 
about shopping; these powerful forces 
shape our personal lives, how we 
relate to one another, how we view the 
world - and they are having a seriously 
detrimental impact both on the lives of 
the global poor, and on the health of the 
planet itself.

Every Christian in every generation down 
through the history of the church has had 
to work out what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus in their particular culture; for 
us in the twenty-first century, we must 
think about discipleship in a globalised, 
consumerist context. Environmentalist 
and theologian Ruth Valerio examines 
these issues in a book that is intellectually 
rigorous yet practical, and as inspiring as 
it is challenging. •

(taken from the back cover of the book)

From the Library 
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