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GS DESK: 
PARTNERSHIP 
IN MINISTRY
What is our role amid the challenges 
and opportunities?

I remember one blog post in 
the International Fellowship of 

Evangelical Students (IFES) website 
four years ago. The post starts with the 
following introduction:

Why can it be so difficult to work in 
partnership? One characteristic of our 
time is the search for autonomy…. 
We maintain a competitive spirit 
and refuse partnership, or we can 
practise a deviant and self-centred 
form of collaboration.  

Indeed, partnership is not easy, but 
essential in our ministry. Let me share 
stories of partnership FES Singapore has 
cultivated so far in the East Asia region.

We are grateful that FES Singapore 
is privileged to build partnership with 
Sonoko Cambodia, the name of the 
student movement, since 2011. We 
regularly send student missions teams 
to Phnom Penh and Siem Reap, where 
not only our students, together with the 

local students, get to co-organise events 
such as student outreach camps, but 
also in the process, our students learn 
to serve their fellow students in a cross-
cultural context. Besides that, we also 
support a full-time staff worker working 
among the students there, pastorally 
and financially (till the end of this year). 

FES is not the only partner in Sonoko. 
Together with Perkantas Indonesia, OMF 
Cambodia, and various missionaries from 
different parts of the world (Thailand, 
Denmark, South Korea), we work hand 
in hand with the local students and 
graduates to build towards a sustainable 
and independent Sonoko. Recently we 
received the good news that, within 
the next two or three years, Sonoko 
Cambodia plans to be an official entity  
and become a fully affiliated member of 
IFES.

Besides Sonoko, we are also entrusted 
to partner with a city in Movement A. 
About twice a year we send a smaller 



Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary
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GS Desk

team, mainly our staffworker (sometimes 
with a few student leaders) to this city 
primarily to support the staffworker 
there. Being a lone staffworker in a 
rough and harsh environment can be 
very exhaustive and demanding. Most of 
the time, the team provides pastoral and 
emotional support, as well as strategic 
direction of what the staffworker can 
initiate and do. Occasionally, our team 
also facilitate outreach discussions 
among the students there.

Very often, when our team comes back 
from the trip, they share about the 
difficulties and frustrations of the work 
among the students there. It is difficult 
to see how the work can move forward. 
We can only pray and entrust it to the 
Lord. In reality, partnership may not 
always produce fruits immediately.

Despite these two contrasting pictures, 
I still believe in the beauty of what 
partnership can cultivate in one ministry. 
Echoing what Daniel Bourdanne writes 
about partnership: 

True partnership – that we should 
celebrate and that brings hope for the 
Church – is centred on God himself. 
It is the universality of his Kingdom 
that should inspire us to enter into 
a dynamic shared relationship. 
Partnership is integral to the very 
nature of God himself (Genesis 1:26; 
Genesis 2:18), which is why it is an 
act of obedience, an act of worship 
on our part.  

Partnership is indeed an act of obedience, 
an act of worship. 

Would you be keen in joining us to 
continue supporting FES’ partnership 
with Sonoko Cambodia and the city in 
Movement A? •
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FAITH AND 
THE ACADEMY: 
A MUTUAL 
CHALLENGE
How can Christian faculty practise 
integrity and faithfulness in the 
university?

On 11 March 2017, FES 
Singapore held a 

half-day seminar entitled “Faith 
and the Academy: A Mutual 
Challenge” led by Dr Vinoth 
Ramachandra, IFES Secretary of 
Dialogue and Social Engagement, 
with input from Dr Lee Soo Ann, 
Senior Fellow at the Department 
of Economics, National University 
of Singapore, and Mr Tan Soo 
Jin, Chairman of Governing 
Council, Singapore Institute of 
Management. In total, there were 
18 Christian professors, lecturers, 
researchers, and academicians 
who attended the talk, with some 
of them coming from other East 
Asian countries. 

In a nutshell, Dr Ramachandra argued 
that Christians and the church must 
challenge universities and point by way 
of intellectual conversations to Christ, 
who is the fulfillment of all knowledge. 
Likewise, intellectual discourse in 
universities can and should challenge 
Christians and the church in all matters 
pertaining to truth, for all truth is God’s 
truth no matter where we find them. 
Through examples, he convincingly 
showed us that there had been many 
intellectuals who came to faith through 
interactions between their fields of 
expertise and the Bible. Conversely, there 
had been many Christians whose faith 
was deepened as they dealt further in 
their academic subjects, philosophically 
and theologically. 
 

Participants gather in groups 
to discuss questions like: What 
motivated you into research? What 
do you enjoy about it? With whom 
do you share what you are doing?
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FES Seminar 

Adrian Nugroho
FES staffworker

The concept of universities as first and 
foremost, places for the cultivation of 
the mind was also emphasised in the 
seminar. This concept could potentially 
change our whole outlook on tertiary 
student ministry. If the primary purpose 
of a university is to cultivate the mind, 
then a university that emphasises other 
things – sports or vocational/practical 
training – could not be truly called one. 
This begs the questions: Will tertiary 
student ministry become too elitist if 
we focus only on students who we can 
engage with intellectually? In ministering 
to students, should we focus mainly on 
the cultivation of their minds? These are 
questions we should reflect on. 

During the talk, Mr Tan’s stories on the 
abundant opportunities he has had as an 
academic in sharing his faith to people in 
the university exemplified how strategic 
the position of a Christian academic 
can be. We are thankful that at the end 
of the talk, the seminar participants 
felt the need for regular fellowship 
and discussions amongst Christian 
academics. Through this seminar, a core 
team consisting of five representatives 
from different universities in Singapore 
was instantly formed with the goal of 
arranging future gatherings. •

What are the main obstacles you have faced (or face) in developing a 
Christian understanding and approach to your work?
From left, Mr Tan Soo Jin, Dr Lee Soo Ann and Dr Vinoth Ramachandra
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FES CHINESE WORK 
MISSIONS NIGHT

David wrote in Psalm 57:5, “Be exalted, 
O God, above the heavens; let your glory 
be over all the earth”.

This was a calling from the cave, a praise 
sung “in the midst of lions” (v. 4) with 
enemies at his feet to “spread a net” (v. 
6). Amid the adversities, David placed his 
hope in our Father in heaven, who sends 
us “his love and his faithfulness” (v. 3) 
that our hearts may remain steadfast in 
him (v. 7). 

With faith from within, and through the 
works of our Lord, no threats from man 
could stop us from praising and seeking 
the Lord, even in the darkest times. 
As we engage in missions, we could 
find ourselves surrounded by adversity. 
However, in God our hope lies; and 
through having an intimate relationship 
with Him will we regain strength. 

How are we to be 
salt and light to 
those who have yet 
to seek the truth?

Students and alumni praying together

On 16 March 2017, 
students and alumni 

from the Chinese Christian 
Fellowships of various polytechnics 
and universities gathered at the 
Church of the True Light. The 
speaker for the talk that night was 
Dr Tan Lai Yong, who shared with 
us on the topic of “Salt and Light”. 

May 2017 Impetus



7

Chui Ru Wei
NUS, Faculty of Science, Year 1

Dr Tan also highlighted the importance 
of relationships. As a doctor, Dr Tan has 
an occupational habit of focusing on the 
diagnosis and treatment of his patients, 
such that he becomes oblivious to 
the pain and discomfort the patient is 
suffering from at times. Likewise, as we 
share the gospel, there are times when 
we fall into the danger of being overly 
task-oriented that we forget to love and 
care for people’s hearts. 

Students and alumni praying together

Dr Tan Lai Yong stressing the importance of loving and caring for people’s hearts

God has called upon us to be salt and 
light. May the Lord awaken our hearts, to 
see and to hear the souls who have yet 
to seek the truth. Rooted in His words, 
may we reach out to them with love and 
gentleness. •

FES CW Missions Night 

Students from various institutions coming together to learn what it means to be salt and light 
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NUS VCF 
POSTGRADUATE 
CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

On the evening of 29 March, a group of 
postgraduate and undergraduate students 

from National University of Singapore’s (NUS) Varsity 
Christian Fellowship (VCF), including myself and a few 
FES staffworkers, gathered for a discussion on faith 
and the academics. Since this workshop was about 
the church and her academics, it was fitting that our 
guest speaker was Dr Ernest Chew, a former NUS 
history lecturer and department head, who also later 
helmed NUS’ Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
(FASS) as dean until 1997. 

8

Does the church need her academics?



Marie Tan
NUS, Arts and Social 
Sciences, Year 2 

Postgrad CF

Does the church need her academics? 
Dr Chew’s answer was a definite yes. 
Indeed, the church needs every person, 
not just academics (1 Cor. 12), who give 
a specific gift to the body of Christ. As 
an undergraduate, I was also challenged 

by Dr Chew that we should be conscious 
of our ever-present King, and our 
status as His child, servant, and friend 
in whatever we do. This challenges us 
to ask ourselves: Will I be accountable 
to the King in my data collection, my 
essay’s diction, and in my dealings with 
my neighbours, including colleagues and 
project members?

I was particularly inspired that in Dr 
Chew’s sharing about his life in and 
outside academia, a biblical lens framed 
much of what he said. When asked 
how his faith influenced his choice to 
participate in academia, he stated that 
Christ guided and still guides his calling, 
character, and choices. We are called to 

9

Will I be accountable to the 
King in my data collection, 
my essay’s diction, and in my 
dealings with my neighbours, 
including colleagues and 
project members?

emulate Christ’s character, including his 
agape love (Gal. 5:22-23), holiness, and 
purity (Matt. 5:8), and this emulation 
should also be apparent in the choices 
that we make. For Dr Chew, Christ called 
him to choose particular stations in life, 
through the opening and closing of some 
doors, placing him in trying situations in 
which he had to act and speak the truth 
in love, and challenging him to trust in 
God’s sovereignty.

My main takeaway from the workshop 
was this: all knowledge is from God, and 
Christians involved in academics need to 
love and obey Him with all their hearts, 
minds, their character, and their choices. 
•
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March was an important month for 
a group of polytechnic students. 

Coming from Singapore Polytechnic 
(SP), Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP), and 
Temasek Polytechnic (TP), a group of 
four made their way to Cambodia for 
an enriching trip that shed light on their 
perspectives and definitions of what 
God’s mission was.

What role can 
we play in God’s 
mission?

POLYTECHNIC 
INTERCULTURAL 
EXCHANGE (PIE) 
PROGRAMME 

May 2017 Impetus

The team packing food items like rice, soy sauce,
salt and oil, to present as gifts during house visits
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PIE

PIE was an experience transcending 
cultures and practices that raised 
awareness of how we are all connected 
through one God despite our differences 
on the surface.

The team consisted of four students – 
Jason Cheng and Benjamin Tan from SP, 
Joshua Lau from NP, and Eugene Voo from 
TP. Guiding us through the programme 
were our staffworkers Gabriel Jiang and 
Rachel Leng.

PIE started way before we set foot on 
Cambodian soil. As this was our first 
experience in missions, our concept of 
missions was still new, and a field we 
were encouraged to delve into with an 
open mind.

Prior to the trip, the team underwent an 
array of activities to be better prepared 
emotionally, mentally and physically 
for the trip. One for example, was a 
collaboration with Habitat for Humanity 
to assist them in improving the quality 
of living spaces for the less fortunate 
in the community. The team also took 
a 23km hike during a residential camp 
over at The Salvation Army to prepare 
ourselves for the physically arduous trip 
ahead.

Our itinerary consisted of three 
significantly different locations, both in 
atmosphere as well as development, 
namely Phnom Penh, Baray, and Siem 
Reap. In all three places, we encountered 

Preparation for the trip includes hiking for 23 km and collaborating with Habitat 
for Humanity in a community project
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a varied number of challenges, each with 
their own unique demographics.

Over in Cambodia, we were given many 
opportunities to learn more about Khmer 
history, immerse ourselves in Khmer 
culture, and be exposed to various 
Khmer infrastructure, cuisine, as well 
as the language. We were also able to 
fellowship with the Khmer Christians 
from a village at Baray.

One of the needs that were given to us 
during the trip was to teach the Khmer 
children, and provide an engaging and 
enriching programme for the children’s 
learning purposes. We used art and 
crafts, origami, and even games to teach 
the children English, while inserting 
concepts such as time management 
along the way. Teaching was not the 
only thing we did during the trip. We 
also participated in various physical 
tasks, such as repainting a playground, 
constructing a pavement around a well, 
and cleaning the orphanage.

During the trip, we witnessed firsthand 
the work of God in the lives of the 
missionaries we met in Cambodia. Many 
of these missionaries did not leave their 
homes because they had money. On the 
contrary, they did not have a lot of money 
to begin with. However, they obeyed 
God’s call to go out of their comfort 
zones into Cambodia to carry out God’s 
work among His people. Often, these 
missionaries encounter a myriad of trials, 

We did physical tasks like constructing a pavement around a well and cleaning the orphanage
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY  EUGENE VOO

Eugene Voo 
Temasek Polytechnic, School of 
Design, Year 3

We did physical tasks like constructing a pavement around a well and cleaning the orphanage

Immersing ourselves in Khmer culture - delving into the field with an open mind

but it is through these trials that their 
faith in God is made stronger than ever. 
For if God’s calling is to go, then by faith 
they went, and in faith they knew that 
God will provide for their every need.

And that is the mission of God. Unity of 
man under God. Regardless of ethnicity 
or culture, God calls each and every one 
to His presence. Some have a calling to 
go, and some have a calling to stay, but 
each has a part to play in God’s larger 
mission. And for the four of us, this is 
our biggest takeaway. •

PIE
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What does it mean to 
serve God as a leader?

May 2017 Impetus

COMBINED 
POLYTECHNIC 
ENGLISH CF 
LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING 
CAMP

Learning together what it means to serve God as a leader

Brainstorming on what is involved in loving God and loving His people



Sarah Chua
Singapore Polytechnic, School 
of Chemical and Life Sciences, 
Year 2

Marvin Lim Yan Yih 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, 
Aerospace Technology 
with minor in Business 
Management, Year 2

Poly LTC

From 11–13 April, the English 
Christian Fellowship (CF) committees 

from Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Singapore 
Polytechnic and Temasek  Polytehcninc 
held our leadership training camp (LTC) 
at Eden Bible Presbyterian Church. The 
3D2N camp enabled us to plan the CF 
programme for the year and have bonding 
activities such as icebreaker games. We 
went to little India on the second day 
of LTC to explore the area and capture 
photos that spoke to us. The activity 
broadened my perspective towards 
Christianity in a different cultural setting 
and gave me a brief insight to another 
religion. 

The most memorable, and perhaps 
thrilling, event that happened during 
the camp was when Fuji, the FES 
staffworker and also the speaker, told us 
to walk on him from head to toe. All of us 
were flabbergasted and we had no idea 
if he was joking or being serious. After 
much hesitation, all of us completed the 
task he had given us and we were left 
puzzled until he told us being a servant 
leader requires self-sacrifice, for we are 
chosen by God to serve others and not 
to be served. It is a blessing to see God 
working in our lives as we continue our 
journey with God to serve one another.

I felt that through the LTC, my 
conviction in terms of serving God 

as a leader in CF was strengthened. 
Through the different workshops and 
activities, I got to understand more 
about the true meaning of fellowship 
and the importance of having it amongst 
the Christian community. But most 
importantly, I learnt that God is in control 
of our ministry and has a plan for it. 
When we were planning for the different 
CF activities for the next academic year, 

God spoke to me about submitting the 
plans we made unto Him. He assured 
me that even as I availed myself to serve 
Him in CF, He will be there to help me. 
I do not need to serve out of my own 
strength and wisdom but instead, learn 
to rely on Him and trust in His plans. •

Learning together what it means to serve God as a leader
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联合理工迎新营
恩典之旅，是一段怎样的旅程？

今 年 4 月 1 1 - 1 3 日 ， 我 们 在 C h a n g i 

Seafront Chalet 举办了联合理工基

督徒学生福音团契迎新营。

这次的主题为《恩典之旅》，大家在

这个营会一起了解与回顾各自所走过

的恩典之旅。同时，来自不同理工的

学生也借此机会更加认识彼此、认识

各别的校园团契，并且学习应该如何

看待校园生活。

冯绮芸
联合理工迎新营，节目筹委

May 2017 Impetus
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CW Poly FOC

联合理工迎新营
恩典之旅，是一段怎样的旅程？

大家好！我是佳薇。经过了这三天两

夜的营会后，我没有后悔参加！我在

营会里认识了很多爱神的姐妹和一、

两位弟兄，并且在灵修时，我也从大

家的分享中学习了很多，这些分享让

我反思自己要怎样成为一个好的基督

徒。

虽然参加这次的营会并没让我的生活

转眼间变得有何不同，但我意识到自

己现在是不配去天堂的，那该怎么办

呢？因此我目前开始分配出时间读经

（从头开始读起）。在这个营会里，

我看到弟兄姊妹都对圣经很熟悉，但

曾佳薇
义安理工学院，中文系新生

我 却 不 熟 。 我 学 习 了 一 样 宝 贵 的 功

课，那就是：如果你不读圣经，你怎

么认识你的神？

在节目方面，我认为敬拜赞美和讲道

环节都非常好。总的来说，我觉得这

次营会办得很成功。谢谢筹委们的辛

劳！•

斯强干事通过分享“2017”这个题目提醒学生要把握今天。
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Venessa Fong Qi Yun
Combined Polytechnic FOC, 
programme coordinator

CHINESE WORK 
COMBINED 
POLYTECHNIC 
FRESHMEN 
ORIENTATION 
CAMP The Journey of Grace – what 

would this journey be like?

From 11–13 April this year, the Chinese Work Combined 
Polytechnic Freshmen Orientation Camp (FOC) was held at 

Changi Seafront Chalet with the theme, “The Journey of Grace”. The 
campers pondered and reflected on their respective “journeys of 
grace” they had been through. At the same time, the students from 
different polytechnics also had opportunities to know more about 
each other and the various campus fellowships. They also learnt 
how they should view campus life as a Christian student.

First year students and seniors 
from the different polytechnics 
at the combined FOC 

May 2017 Impetus
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Chang Jia Wei
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Chinese 
Studies, Year 1

CW Poly FOC

Staffworker Lai Sze Khiong giving the session entitled “2017”, reminding the students to seize the day

I have no regrets joining this 3D2N camp 
at all. Through this camp, I got to know 
many sisters and brothers who love God. 
During the Quiet Time sessions, I also 
learnt a lot from what others shared. 
These sharings led me to reflect on what 
being a good Christian means.

Joining this camp did not change my 
life overnight but it did make me feel 
‘unqualified’ to go to heaven just yet. 
At the camp, I saw that the rest of the 
brothers and sisters were familiar with 
the Bible but I was not. I learnt a precious 
lesson, which was: If you do not read the 
Bible, how would you know your God? 

So, I decided to schedule time to read 
the Bible starting from Genesis. 

Regarding the programme, I think the 
praise and worship sessions, as well as 
the messages, were very good. Thank 
you to all the committee members who 
had laboured in it! •
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FES STAFF 
RETREAT

Arriving
"Where are you now? Where did you come 
from?" These were the first questions 
we were asked to contemplate in our 
first session upon reaching Pulai Springs 
Resort, our retreat location in Johor 
Bahru, Malaysia. The answers expected 
from us were not merely geographical, 
Koichi Ohtawa san explained, but we 
were to think about the spiritual and 
emotional state of our lives we were 
temporarily "leaving behind" as we began 
this staff retreat.  In the days prior to 
the retreat, I felt like a bombshell had 
dropped on me. So for me, this was the 
state that I had ‘come from’.

Due to some unexpected challenges in 
my ministry, it was with many worries 
and thoughts on my mind that I had 
begun the retreat. Yet curiously, I also 
felt a sense of anticipation for what 
awaited us during our four days and 
three nights together. I was certainly not 
disappointed.

The "Arrival" session typified what would 
be six more sessions followed by a 
"Closing" session facilitated by our highly-
respected and dearly-loved spiritual 
mentor Ohtawa san, with whom there 
was no dull moment. He brought us 
through times of discussion, sharing, and 
reflective recollection about emotions, 
life journeys, virtues, and solidarity. 

Celebrating Ohtawa san’s and Victor’s (FES 
staffworker) belated birthday which fell on the 
same day on 12 April 

“Where are you now? 
Where did you come from?”

May 2017 Impetus
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Staff Retreat

25 staff and 2 spouses gathered at the retreat, held from 18–21 April, facilitated by Ohtawa san 
together with Shioko san 

Zephy Wong
FES staffworker

Through the sessions, we experienced 
rest, refreshment, and a profound 
sense of fellowship with God and with 
one another. But for me, the real treats 
were the simple yet deep conversations 
shared with Ohtawa-san and his wife, 
Shioko-san, during the breaks and over 
meal times. Their humble listening ears 
and gentle words of wisdom were both 
a comfort and a challenge to different 
ones of us, and so often, exactly what 
we needed.

Returning
Despite the challenges that confronted 
me in my ministry, reflecting on 
milestones in my past brought me to 
realise the fact that I was not alone. 
God was and has always been with 
me, charting my path, gently nudging 

me along. This new change was no 
different. God has a plan – and this 
was his sovereign timing. I returned to 
Singapore renewed and encouraged by 
this knowledge, a grateful recipient of 
God's divine rest.

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on 
religion? Come to me. Get away with me 
and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you 
how to take a real rest. Walk with me 
and work with me—watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I 
won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on 
you. Keep company with me and you’ll 
learn to live freely and lightly.” – Matthew 
11:28-30 (The Message) •



Journey of Grace and Growth
Essays in honour of Koichi Ohtawa
FES Singapore April 2017

This book is a collection of writings 
published in honour of Koichi Ohtawa 
san who was formerly General Secretary 
of KGK (Kirisutosha Gakusei Kai, the 
IFES movement in Japan) in the 1970s, 
Regional Secretary of IFES East Asia 
and Associate General Secretary of IFES 
from 1982–2002. 

NEW FES 
PUBLICATION What does growing in 

Christlikeness entail?

22
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New Publication

In the various roles Ohtawa san assumed 
in the IFES family, he never failed to teach 
and inspire student leaders, graduates 
and staffworkers, on essential issues 
in discipleship and spirituality. This has 
continued till today in his role as spiritual 
retreat director for pastors, church and 
ministry leaders in Japan and the region.
 
We hope that the articles in this book, 
written by those who in one way or 
another have been blessed by the 
ministry of Ohtawa san, will similarly 
bring blessings in your respective 
journeys of grace and growth toward 
Christlikeness. •

Note: This book is available at the FES office.

What does growing in 
Christlikeness entail?
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Karis (Kamp Pekerja Kristus) brings to you RE:PLUG, a 3D2N camp for 
all Indonesian Christians who are working in Singapore, who seek to live 
a more fulfilling life at the workplace. 

In Singapore it is not uncommon to find people who work 50 to 60 hours 
a week. Work is so central to us by virtue of the time we spend on it. 
However, our experiences of work are mixed. To some, work is a great 
avenue to achieving their aspirations. To some, work is very mundane and 
boring.

As Christians we believe that the lordship of Jesus Christ is over all areas 
of our lives – our work included! The Bible tells us that “faith apart from 
works is dead” (Jas. 2:26). But, how exactly are we supposed to work 
out our faith, especially in our workplaces? To begin with, is the Christian 
faith even applicable when we do business?

These are some key questions that we will aim to answer in this camp. 
We strongly believe, though, that one key secret to answering these 
questions has something to do with our Creator, our understanding of 
His Master Plan, and our relationship with Him.

It is about time we get serious again thinking about work. It is about 
time we get back to what the Bible has to say about how we shall work. 
It is about time we plug our work into God’s work.

Cost: SGD 228 (includes food and accommodation)
Registration link:   https://karisreplug.wixsite.com/karis-replug

Organised by FES Indonesian Ministry (Alumni Division)

RE: PLUG
Plugging Our Work into God’s Work
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