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One of the most important questions facing 
Christians in every age and in every place is: what 
values and standards are going to dominate our 
national culture?

Most countries are increasingly pluralistic both in 
race and in religion. So Christianity, secularism, 
materialism, other religions and modern cults are all 
competing for the soul of the country.

Now for Christians, this is first and foremost an 
evangelistic question. Will Jesus Christ be given 
the honour that is due to his name? God has highly 
exalted him, given him the name above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that he is Lord. God has super-
exalted the Lord Jesus with every knee bowing to 
him. But if it is an evangelistic question, it is also a 
social and cultural question. Will Christians be able 
to influence their country so that the values and 
standards of the kingdom of God permeate the whole 
national culture?

What do we mean by the ‘national culture’? Its 
consensus on moral questions, its equal regard 
for men, women and children, its attitude towards 
marriage and the family, its perspective on the 
sanctity of human life including the unborn, the 
handicapped and the senile, its administration of 
justice and its conduct of business, its academic 
research, the education of its youth, its recognition 
of human rights especially of ethnic minorities, its 
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THERE CAN BE NO 
DOUBT THAT JESUS 
WANTS HIS VALUES 
AND STANDARDS TO 
PREVAIL. HE LOVES 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
AND HE HATES 
INEQUITY.

You are the salt of the earth. 
But if the salt loses its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? 
It’s no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and be 
trampled by men. You are the 
light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden, neither 
do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead, they put 
it on a stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. In the 
same way let your light shine 
before men so that they may 
see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.
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We are all very familiar with salt and 
light. They are two of the commonest 
household commodities found in 
virtually every home in the world. 
Certainly, everybody used them in the 
Palestine of Jesus’ day. He will have 
known them from his boyhood. He 
must often have watched his mother 
Mary use salt in the kitchen. In those 
days before refrigeration had been 
invented, salt was used not so much 
for flavouring as for preservative and 
antiseptic purposes. So Mary will have 
put salt onto the fish, and she will have 
rubbed it onto the meat or she will have 
left meat or fish to soak in salty water. 
And then she will have lit the simple oil 
lamps when the sun went down. 

So these are the images that Jesus 
chose to indicate the impact or the 
influence which he intended his people 
to exert in the world. The question 
before us as thoughtful and intelligent 
people is: What did Jesus mean? What 
is legitimate for us to deduce from his 
deliberate choice of metaphor? What 
did he mean by being salt and light to 
society? I believe that by the models of 
salt and light, Jesus is teaching us four 
truths. Please weigh them for yourself.

You are the salt of the earth Wee aare all very familliar wwith ssalt and

concern for the homeless and the unemployed and people who are trapped in the 
cycle of poverty, its attitude to dissidents, its treatment of criminals, its stewardship 
of the natural environment, its use of power and the whole way of life of its citizens. 
That’s a long list, and all this and more constitutes the national culture, that is, the 
values and standards which are recognised as acceptable. 

There can be no doubt that Jesus wants his values and standards to prevail. He loves 
righteousness, and he hates inequity. So he sends his people out into the world 
not only to preach the gospel and make disciples but also to sweeten the whole 
community and make it more pleasing to God – more just, more participatory and 
more free. Now these are mega-claims, and the question before us now is: What is 
the justification for them? Is there a biblical basis for this? And if so – what is it? As 
you can imagine, it contains the well-known metaphors or models of salt and light. 
Let’s have a look at Matthew 5:13-16. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount:
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Christians should live in a radically-different way from others. Both images, 
salt and light, set the two communities in contrast to one another. There is the 
world which, with all its evil and tragedy, is like a dark night. And you are to be 
the dark world’s light. So you and the world are set over against each other in 
antithesis. There is the world, like rotting meat and decaying fish. And you are 
to be the salt, hindering social decay. We may say in a modern English idiom, 
the two are as different as chalk and cheese, or as oil and water. In the idiom 
of the day, Jesus expressed this radical difference as that between light and 
darkness and salt and decay.

This, friends, is a major theme of the whole Bible. God is calling out a people 
for himself. And this people is to be his special people. Their vocation is to be 
different from the world around them, from the prevailing culture. ‘Be holy!’ 
he says to them, to us, ‘For I, the Lord, your God, am holy.’

I want to give you an example from each of the Law, the Gospels 
and the Epistles. We read in Leviticus 18:1-2 as God speaks 
through Moses to his people: ‘You must not do as they do in the 
land of Egypt where you used to live. And you must not do as they 
do in the land of Canaan into which I am bringing you. You must 
not follow their standards, you must obey my precepts.’ So there’s 
a clear call to be different. 

Then if we move on into the Gospels, in the Sermon on the Mount 
in Matthew 6 Jesus says: ‘Do not be like them.’ There are the 
pagans, the Pharisees, the hypocrites – ‘do not be like them.’ As 
simple as that – monosyllables. And then in the Epistles, we have 
the well-known Romans 12:1-2 telling us not to be conformed to 
the fashions around us.

h ld li i di ll dididdd ffffffffff

Chr ist ians 
are radical ly 
di fferent 
from non-
Chr ist ians

THERE’S A CLEAR CALL 
TO BE DIFFERENT

I .
Both images, 



We are to be morally and spiritually 
distinct, as we’ve seen, but we are 
not to be socially segregated. On 
the contrary: ‘Let your light shine!’ 
In other words: Let it permeate, let 
it penetrate the darkness! Don’t light 
your lamp and put it under your bed or 
under a bucket, and don’t hide it away 
in some dark cupboard – put your 
lamp on a lampstand and let its light 
shine out into the darkness. In other 
words: Let the good news of Jesus 
Christ, who is the light of the world, 
spread throughout society by your 
words and by your deeds. 

This is equally true of the salt. The salt 
must penetrate the meat. A lamp does 
no good if it’s stowed in a cupboard, 
the salt does no good if it stays in the 
cellar or in the saltshaker. The light 
must shine into the darkness, the salt 
must soak into the meat. Both models 
illustrate the same thing: the process 
of penetration of society. The light of 
the world, the salt of the earth.
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CHRISTIANS 
ARE OFTEN 
SWALLOWED UP 
BY THE 
PREVAILING CULTURE

s 

So what does it mean to permeate 
society? Forgive another British 
illustration. You may have heard 
of the Fabian Society, founded in 
1884 by George Bernard Shaw the 
dramatist and others. Its purpose was 
to make Britain socialist – not by a 
Bolshevik revolution, nor by intrigue 
and conspiracy, but by a policy of 
infiltration. They wanted to permeate 
the Conservative and Liberal Parties. 
In the 1880s there was no Labour 
Party nor socialist party in Britain. 
So their desire was to permeate 
the Conservative and Liberal Parties 
with socialist ideas and ideals. And 
then, somewhat later, H.G. Wells 
quarrelled with the founding fathers 
and pronounced their policy a failure. 
As H.G. Wells said: ‘They permeate 
English society with their reputed 
socialism about as much (or as little) 
as a mouse may be said to permeate 
a cat.’ Instead of permeating it, 
they had been swallowed by it. And 
Christians are often swallowed up by 
the prevailing culture. Too many of us 
hide away in our dark little cupboards 
or we stay snug in our elegant little 
salt cellars. 

Let me illustrate this further. As a 
young man, I was led to believe in a 
pyramid of vocations. I was told that if 
I was out and out for Jesus Christ, 

Chr ist ians 
must penetrate 
and permeate 
non-Chr ist ian 
society
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I I I .
Christians is intended by 

Jesus to be both negative 
– hindering the spread of 

evil – and positive – promoting 
the spread of truth and goodness, 

and especially of the gospel of Christ. 

So why don’t we Christians have 
a more wholesome effect on 
society? When we look at the 
deteriorating trends around us, we 
see social injustice, racial conflict, 
unemployment, poverty, violence on 
the streets, corruption in high places, 
sexual promiscuity, the scourge of HIV 
and AIDS, the disregard of the sanctity 
of human life, and so we may go on. 

I dare to say 
this, although not 
everybody agrees, 
because salt and light 
are both powerfully-
effective commodities. 
They change the environment into 
which they are introduced. So when 
salt is introduced into meat and fish, 
something happens: Bacterial decay 
is hindered. And when the light is 
switched on, something happens: the 
darkness is dispelled. Further, salt and 
light have complementary effects. The 
influence of salt is largely negative: it 
hinders bacterial decay. The influence 
of light is positive: It illumines the 
darkness. Just so, the influence of 
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I would become a cross-cultural missionary – these were our heroes and 
heroines, at the top of the pyramid. Then I was told that if I was not as keen for 
Jesus as that, I would stay at home and become a pastor. And if I wasn’t as keen 
as that, I would no doubt become a doctor or a teacher. But if I became a politician 
or went into the mass media of communication, I was not far from backsliding. 
That’s what I was taught. 

I’ve long ago had to blow up the pyramid and expose this myth because we 
desperately need Christians in the secular professions, in the media, and in the 
public arenas. Through more and more Christians who are thoughtfully applying 
biblical truth in the workplace, we can permeate society.

WE DESPERATELY NEED CHRISTIANS IN 

THE SECULAR PROFESSIONS, IN THE 

MEDIAM , AND IN THE , PUBLIC ARENAS
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Chr ist ians 
can inf luence 
and change 
Non-Christ ian 
society



Jesus told us to be the salt and the light of society. If darkness and 
rottenness abound, it is to a large extent our fault because we are not 
acting as salt and light as we should do. We must accept much of the 
blame. We must accept with fresh determination the role which Jesus 
has assigned to us, namely to be salt and light to society. It is not only 
individuals who can be changed. Societies can also be changed. 

WHY DON’T 
CHRISTIANS 
HAVE MORE 
EFFECT ON 
SOCIETY?

Who is to blame for these things? Well, we are likely to 
blame everybody except ourselves. And certainly people 
are responsible for their own conduct.  But if the house 
is dark at night, there is no sense in blaming the house 
for its darkness. That’s what happens when the sun 
goes down. The question is: Where is the light? Similarly, 
if the meat goes bad and becomes inedible, there is 
no sense in blaming the meat for its decay. That’s what 
happens when the bacteria are left free to breed. The question is: Where is the 
salt? And just so if society becomes corrupt like a dark night or stinking fish, there 
is no sense in blaming society for its corruption. That’s what happens when human 
evil is unchecked and unrestrained. The question is: Where is the church? Where is 
the salt and where is the light of Jesus? It’s hypocritical to raise our eyebrows and 
shrug our shoulders as if we were not in any way responsible. 

7

WE CANNOT PERFECT SOCIETY. 
BUT WE CAN IMPROVE IT.

We cannot perfect society. We are 
not being guilty of the old-fashioned 
social gospel. But we can improve 
it. Christians are not utopians. Not 
until Christ comes in glory there be a 
perfect society of peace and justice. 
But meanwhile, until that day, history is 
full of examples of social improvement: 
rising standards of health and hygiene, 
greater availability of literacy and 
education, the emancipation of 

women, better conditions in mines, 
factories and prisons, the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade – all 
these things are to some degree 
attributable to the influence of the 
followers of Jesus. We cannot 
claim responsibility for them all, 
but we can claim that through 
his followers, Jesus has had an 
enormous influence for good.



I beg you not to dismiss this as a pious platitude. We Christians 
believe that God hears and answers prayer. So the apostle 
commands us as a priority to pray for our national leaders so that 
we may ‘lead a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness’. Yet, when 
I visit some churches, there is almost no serious intercession. 
I sometimes wonder whether the low progress in, say, social 
change is due more than anything else to the prayerlessness of 
the people of God. Some years ago, President Marcos of the 
Philippines was removed from power. And Filipino Christians 
attributed this not to people power but to prayer power. So we 
should take the task of public intercession much more seriously. 
Supposing in public worship in our churches, we were to bow 
down before the living God for five, ten, fifteen minutes, or half 
an hour? I wonder what God might be free to do if his people 
pray. That’s our first weapon.

Evangelism has an indispensable part to play in social change. 

For Christians, social responsibility depends on socially-

responsible Christians, and socially-responsible Christians are 

the fruit of evangelism. It’s when the Holy Spirit changes us that 

we begin to develop a social conscience, and we gain the vision 

and the courage to change our society. Evangelism and social 

responsibility go together. They’ve been said to be like two 

wings of a bird and two blades of a pair of scissors.
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You may know the name of Professor K.S. Latourette of Yale University, an expert 
in social ethics and mission. He wrote a seven-volume work on the history of the 
expansion of Christianity, and I quote from the very end of these seven volumes: 
‘No life ever lived on this planet has been so influential in the affairs of men and 
nations as the life of Christ. From that brief life, and its apparent frustration, has 
flowed a more powerful force for the triumphal waging of man’s long battle than 
any other influence in the world.’ So how does social change take place? I want 
to suggest that Christians have six weapons in their armoury:
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Human beings are imitative by nature. So 

there is great power in example. One individual 

Christian who takes an uncompromising stand 

for righteousness encourages others to follow. 

One Christian home and family can influence 

a whole neighbourhood. A dedicated Christian 

group in school or university, in hospital, or in the 

factory or the office can change its atmosphere 

and its accepted values. And the local church is 

meant by God to be what is called a sign of the 

kingdom – a model of what human community 

looks like when it comes under the rule of God – 

and is an attractive alternative society.

In the end, unjust social structures can be changed only 
by legislation. Legislation cannot make bad people good 
but it can reduce the level of evil in society and it can 
make it more pleasing to God. Let me quote from the 
great civil rights activist Martin Luther King: ‘Morality 
cannot be legislated but behaviour can be regulated. 
Judicial laws may not change the heart but they can 
restrain the heartless. The law cannot make an employer 
love me, but it can keep him from refusing to hire me 
on account of the colour of my skin.’ I think that is well 
said. Yet, in a democracy legislation depends on consent, 
consent depends on consensus (that is, on public 
opinion) and consensus depends on being able to think, 
discuss, reason and persuade.
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There are two possible definitions of politics. One is narrow, and the other is broad. 

The narrow definition is that politics is the science of government, it’s the framing 

of laws which embody the beliefs and values of society. The broader definition is 

from polis, the Greek word for a city, seeing politics as the art of living together in a 

community. By the narrow sense, politics is for the politicians. It is not the function, 

for example, of pastors, to develop political programmes for legislative change. In 

the broad sense, however, politics is for everybody – since all of us are called to be 

responsible citizens in the community. Jesus sends us all into the world to serve him. 

Politicians could never succeed, and their policies could never become law without 

a groundswell of public support from the constituencies. So we have a responsibility 

to be conscientious citizens and to exercise our democratic rights – to vote and seek 

to influence other people’s votes, to speak up and to write on issues of social ethics, 

and to engage in meaningful conversations and witness; and in these ways to be salt 

and light to the community.
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It sounds strange to call this a weapon. 
I mean by this a willingness to suffer for 

what we believe in. Willingness 
to suffer is really a test of 
our authenticity. Have you 
ever thought of evangelism 
and social action as very 
costly activities? For both 
the gospel of Christ and the 
moral standards of Christ are 
unpopular. They challenge the 
selfishness of the human 
heart. They challenge our 
self-indulgence. So those 
who defend God’s law and 

those who defend God’s gospel, are bound 
to suffer for it. 

Each of these six is a powerful 
weapon in its own right, and together 
this is a formidable Christian armoury 
at our disposal. Don’t underestimate 
the influence we can exert. As a 
Christian himself, Robert Bellah, 
Professor of Sociology at the 
University of California in Berkeley, 
was concerned that Christians 
should be active in their society. 
In an interview with the magazine, 
Psychology Today, he made an 
extraordinary statement: ‘I think 
we should not underestimate the 
significance of a small group of 
people who have a new vision of a 
just and gentle world ... The quality of 
a culture may be changed when two 
per cent of its people have a new 
vision.’ We are in most cases many 
more than two per cent. We could 
have more influence than we realise.



Salt must 
retain its 
saltiness, 
otherwise it 
becomes useless. 
You can’t even throw 
it on the compost heap. And similarly, light 
must retain its brightness, otherwise it 
will never dispel the darkness. Just so, we 
Christians, if we are to have any influence 
on society, must not only penetrate society 
but refuse to conform to it or assimilate it. 
We must retain our Christian convictions, our 
Christian standards, our Christian values, and 
our Christian lifestyle. And we must retain 
these standards of the kingdom of God. So 
naturally, you ask: What are our Christian 
distinctives? What is the salt which is to soak 
into the meat? What is the light which is to 
shine into the darkness? The Sermon on the 
Mount will tell us. For in the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus describes the citizens of the 
Kingdom of God, the members of his new 
society. I select from the rest of the Sermon 
on the Mount three distinctives.

WHAT ARE 
OUR 
CHRISTIAN 
DISTINCTIVES?

THE CHRISTIAN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS
IS A RIGHTEOUSNESS 
OF THE HEART, NOT JUST 
OF WORDS AND DEEDS. 
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Christ calls us to a wider love. Look at 
Matthew 5:43: ‘You have heard that 
it was said by the men of old “You 
shall love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy.”’ Let’s pause a moment. 
That is a scandalous misquotation of 
the Old Testament. The law said: ‘You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
It was the Pharisees who seem to 
have indulged in moral casuistry, 
asking themselves, ‘Who is my 
neighbour that I have to love?’ In reply 
to themselves, they said ‘Why did I 
not think of it before? My neighbour 
is my co-religionist, my neighbour 
is my fellow Jew. So if it is only my 
neighbour that I have to love, it’s 
tantamount to saying that I can hate 
my enemy.’ Jesus responds that our 
neighbour, in the vocabulary of God, 
includes our enemy! (v44). ‘I say to 
you: Love your enemy, pray for those 
who persecute you, do good to those 
who hate you and then you will be the 
children of your heavenly Father. For 
he makes his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and he sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust.’ 

Christ calls us to a greater righteousness. 
We read in Matthew 5:20: ‘Unless your 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will not 
even enter into the Kingdom of God.’ Now 
the disciples of Jesus, when they heard 
it, must have been utterly dumbfounded. 
The Scribes and the Pharisees were the 
most righteous people on earth. They 
calculated, as you may know, that the 
Law contained 248 commandments and 
365 prohibitions, making 613 rules and 
regulations altogether. And Jesus says 
that unless we are more righteous than 
the most righteous people on earth, we’ll 
never even enter the Kingdom! ‘Has the 
master lost his reason? Or what can he 
mean?’ they must have thought. 

The explanation is easy: The Christian 
righteousness is greater than Pharisean 
righteousness because it’s deeper – it 
is a righteousness of the heart, not just 
of words and deeds. For example: ‘The 
law says “You shall not kill”, but I say to 
you that you shall not even be angry. 
Again, the law says “You shall not commit 
adultery”, but I say to you that if you look 
at a woman to lust after her, you have 
committed adultery with her in your 
heart.’ Christian righteousness is heart 
righteousness. 

That’s why it necessitates a new heart 
and a new birth. So Christ calls us to a 
deeper righteousness, which is greater 
than that of the Pharisees.
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Christ calls us to a nobler ambition. 
All human beings are ambitious. 
Ambition is simply the desire to 
succeed. And our ambition in the 
words of Jesus is what we seek, 
what we set our hearts on as 
the supreme good to which we 
devote our lives. And what is that? 
Well in the end, Jesus teaches 
in Matthew 6, that there are 
only two options before us. One 
(v32) is to be concerned mainly 
about ourselves and our material 
comfort: what shall we eat, what 
shall we drink, and what shall we 
wear. The alternative (v33) is to: 
Seek first the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and then all 
these things will be added to you 
as well. So to be preoccupied with 
ourselves and our bodies – food, 
drink and clothing – is a hopelessly 
inadequate ambition for the 
children of God. 
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God’s love is all-embracing. 
So ours must be too. If we 
love only those who love 
us, we are no better than 
unbelievers. Unbelievers 
love those who love them. 
Parents love their children, 
for this is the natural 
love. But, brothers and 
sisters, Christ calls us to 
a supernatural love. If we 
want to be authentic children 
of our heavenly Father, we 
must love our enemies as 
he, Jesus, has done. And 
our enemy is the one who is 
after us with a knife or with 
a gun or who wants to take 
away something precious 
like our good name, our 
reputation. Christ calls us to 
a wider love – not just for our 
family and our friends, but for 
our enemies as well.

CHRIST
CALLS US TO A
SUPERNATURAL
LOVE
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As Jesus taught in the 
Lord’s Prayer: The very first 
thing we must pray for is 
not our daily bread, the 
forgiveness of our sins, 
the deliverance from evil. 
It is the name of God and 
the kingdom of God and 
the will of God. And then, 
if we are really taken up by 
a desire for his name, his 
kingdom, his will, we can 
say: Heavenly Father, by 
the way, you won’t forget, 
will you, that there is also 
my daily bread etc. So we 
need to get the priorities 
right as Christ calls us to a 
nobler ambition.

Only then will our salt 
retain its saltiness and our 
light retain its brightness, 
so we can rub salt and 
shine light into the world 
and into human society.

In conclusion I call you, as I call myself, to 
a double repentance. We need first and 
foremost to repent of our compromises. 
Jesus sets before us in antithesis to 
one another his way and the way of the 
world – the narrow path and the broad 
road that leads to destruction. And he 
compels us to choose. So let’s turn from 
our half-heartedness. Let’s give up our little 
prudential compromises, and let’s make 
Jesus Christ the supreme Lord of every part 
of our lives. 

And if we are to repent of our compromise, 
we are also to repent of our pessimism. 
If Christian hypocrisy is horrid, Christian 
pessimism is horrider. Christians have no 
business to be pessimists. Don’t we believe 
in the living God? Faith and pessimism are 
incompatible with one another. To be sure, 
we Christians are not starry-eyed idealists. 
On the contrary, we are down-to-earth 
realists. In other words: We know perfectly 
well that sin is ingrained in human nature, 
and sin is also ingrained in human society. 
I say again: We are not expecting to build a 
Utopia on earth. That will not come until the 
second coming of Jesus. But we also know 
that the gospel has transforming power. It is 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
who believes. Further, Christ commissions 
us to go into the world as salt and light.

So let’s repent of both compromise and 
pessimism. And let’s offer ourselves as 
agents of change to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as salt to hinder social decay and light to 
shine into the darkness and dispel it. Let’s 
not excuse ourselves by developing a 
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minority complex. Even two per cent 
can make the difference we long to 
see. I finish with some simple words 
from Edward Everett Hale, a nineteenth 
century American pastor in Boston, 
Massachusetts:

I am only one. But I am one.
I can’t do everything. 
But I can do something.
What I can do, I ought to do.
And what I ought to do, 
by the grace of God, I will do.

Taken from “Students of the Word”, © 
2013 John R.W. Stott. Courtesy of the 
John Stott Literary Executors. For the 
purposes of context, some words were 
changed without altering the intent of 
the point made. Reference was also 
made to “Developing a Christian Impact 
on Society” an address made by John 
Stott in 1996.

John R. W. Stott (1921-2011) made 
tremendous contributions to the worldwide 
evangelical movement through his preaching, 
teaching, leadership and writing. For many 
years he served as rector of All Souls Church 
in London. He began his global ministry as 
a university evangelist and spoke regularly 
at many IFES and IFES-related conferences. 
John Stott authored many books, such as 
Basic Christianity, The Cross of Christ, Why I 
am a Christian and Issues Facing Christians 
Today. He also founded Langham Partnership 
International and the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity.



C A M P U S  R E P O R T 
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With the start of a new academic 
year in April, the various polytechnic 
CFs organised different programmes 
to welcome the freshmen. The 
following photos will give you a 
glimpse of some of these events.
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14 May 2014 was the start of a three-day, two-night camp which was attended 
by the outgoing and incoming Executive Committee (Exco) members of 

the NUS Varsity Christian Fellowship (VCF). During the camp, we discussed 
handover issues and our vision for the coming academic year. 

Vinoth asked, “How can Christian 
research students, professors 
and college administrators 
collectively bear witness to the 
whole university, discerning and 
articulating the presence of Christ 
in all spheres of university life?” 
That was the question that echoed 
through the evening.
 
Amidst various comments, 
questions and suggestions that 
ensued in our increasingly lively 
discussions, two things stood out. 
One, we never quite had such 
discussions before. Two, we loved 
every bit of it.
 
What was there to discuss for 
over an hour between lecturers, 
students, student-researchers and 
staffworkers over topics as varied 
as political science, hermeneutics, 
history, architecture, law, 
engineering, psychology, 
philosophy, economics, business, 
geography, mathematics, life 
sciences and English language? 
Everything. Other than sharing 
how our faiths bore on our 
university life and vice versa, we 

st 

oed 

t

C A M P U S  R E P O R T 

It was one of those rare moments 
when you know something transpired 
between our minds; they met. Our 
minds met. I was thrilled to witness 
a rather significant moment in VCF’s 
recent history. In a room at the 
corner of University Town, the minds 
of over twenty undergraduate and 
post-graduate students, three faculty 
members, and our staffworker Yvonne 
Choo met for the first time. 

The informal meeting was chaired 
by outgoing chairperson Zeng Hanyi. 
We sat in a semi-circle in front of a 
projector screen. For fifteen minutes, 
we watched a video by Dr Vinoth 
Ramachandra, entitled ‘Engaging the 
University’.1  In that video, he proposes 
and explains a model for Christian 
communities to engage the university 
at two levels, namely 

• Level A: A dialogical, overlapping 
relationship between the church 
and university spheres.

• Level B: Students and staff (both 
academic and administrative) 
collectively engaging the university.

1.  The video ‘Engaging the University’ can 
be viewed at http://vimeo.com/74655010
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heard bold stories of 
individual actions that 
potentially put academic 
lives at stake. Here is a 
roomful of individuals 
who gave their best to 
loving God with their 
minds in the ways they 
knew; some persisted 
longer than others. Yet 
collectively, something 
was missing.
 
Arrows flew. Each party 
looked to the other to 
fill the missing piece 
we were trying to 
understand. What is 
it? We knew there are 
groups meeting regularly 
for Bible studies. We 
knew God is faithful. 
We knew the university 
is our mission field. 
We knew some are 
trying their utmost to 
not compartmentalise 
their faith and their 
academics. We knew for 
many, that is not what 
they seek. We knew 
VCF is addressing most 
of these students. It is 
possible that there are 
students who are ready 
for more but yet were 

not adequately engaged 
because we did not then 
know of them.   

One of the three 
professors present 
shared his call to the 
academia. He didn’t 
believe then, and he 
didn’t belong. He didn’t 
need to. To him, there 
was no coherence in 
Christianity and its 
unfortunate history. He 
could mentally break 
down the hollowness 
of the Christianity he 
saw, even to the point 
of discussing it with 
his Christian professor. 
The professor smiled 
and agreed to most of 
what he said. “What 
then is the Christian 
faith?” the Christian 
professor asked. His 
subsequent life until 
now is an answer which 
I have come to admire 
in the short time, albeit 
an answer in part. It was 
costly, but courageous, 
holding together his 
vocation and faith as 
a way of life. It meant 
believing in what one 
writes from the heart, 
and living under them.
That evening, something 
stirred in us. There is 
no denying the Spirit 
was at work amidst our 
conversations. How 

else do minds meet and 
characters evolve within 
the hour, almost like in a 
novel? For this we thank 
God. We know we are 
called to university life. 
Each of us is aware of it; 
we are called to university 
life together. That was the 
other part of the answer; 
the missing part of living 
the Christian faith on 
campus – between student 
and student, between 
professor and professor, 
between undergraduates 
and postgraduate 
researchers, and between 
students and professors. 
We agreed to put our acts 
together.

Now we implore of you 
two things2 :
1. Send us names of 
Christian professors you 
know and their area of 
research
2. Tell us if you would be 
interested to continue the 
conversations that began 
that evening.

Let the collective living-out 
of the Christian faith across 
undergraduate students, 
postgraduate researchers 
and professors begin. 

2. Daniel Gan is collating 
the responses. His email is 
Daniel.gry@hotmail.com. Your 
comments and questions are 
very welcome.y

Daniel Gan / NUS, Architecture (Masters), Year 1 19



One of the leaders 
at the camp shared 
his reflection. 

 ‘What was, 
what is, and 
what is to 
come’
Note: I write this 
in the capacity of 
an Arts Contact 
Group Leader (CGL), 
reflecting on LPC as 
the culmination of 
what God has been 
telling me. This was 
taken straight from 
the pages of my 
journal, albeit 
with editions. 
Although 
there was 
no standout 
moment 
during LPC, 
I believe 
strongly that 
God was present 
throughout the camp 
and I give Him praise 
for it.

NUS VCF held their annual Leader’s Preparatory 
Camp (LPC) this year from 26–28 May at St. 
Andrew’s Village. Roughly 60 leaders from 
different ministries came together to learn from 
God’s Word, reflect and give thanks for the past 
year, and last but not least, to look ahead towards 
their coming year of leadership. The theme of the 
camp was centered around VCF’s direction for the 
year: Seek Shalom – Intentional Engagement on 
Campus and Society. The leaders had a blessed 
time understanding God’s intentions and plans 
for shalom in their lives, in VCF and the world, 
and also learning and imagining how they could 
all play a part in realising this shalom. 

The campers were encouraged by messages on 
restoration and the Biblical Jubilee by Annette 
Arulrajah and Rev. Chua Wee Hian1. We were 
challenged to rethink our position on student 
ministry, especially in the light of shalom and 
Singapore’s own national Jubilee Celebration 
next year. It spurred us to hope in the future that 
God has promised for His people. 

1. Annette Arulrajah is the IFES East Asia Associate Regional 
Secretary. Rev. Chua Wee Hian served as the IFES General 
Secretary from 1972–1991.

C A M P U S  R E P O R T 
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Jonadab Phua / 
NUS, Arts Year 2

Initially, I had placed most of the burden on the 
decision to be a CGL, instead of the burden 
that comes with the role. I spent weeks trying 
to discern if this was God’s will for me. Though 
He gave me His word to “seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness …” perhaps I 
misunderstood what seeking is and equivocated 
it with choosing, so that it read choose first rather 
than seek first. I was also told to ask God to reveal 
what He wants for the CG but I never did.

When I eventually started to seek, He showed me 
what was wrong with the views I held regarding 
life in general and expectations for the world. He 
showed me people who grieved for the way the 
world is and yet hoped fervently for how the world 
could be. Perhaps God was showing me just how 
insular I had become, focusing only on the people 
within the church and deciding that the world 
outside was doomed. 

So in asking what God wants for the CG, 
inadvertently I think he revealed and showed 
me something more fundamental than that: 
What does God want for me? Why am I here? 
Perhaps in the spirit of jubilee, of renewal and 
resetting, this is my greater call: to be spiritually 
renewed and reset. “For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless 

deeds I will remember no more” (Heb.8:12). 

Yet, I struggle. I struggle with my years of 
lawlessness and blatant disregard for His 
commandments. I struggle with setting 
my mind on heavenly, and not earthly, 
things. I struggle because I am human.

Still, in the spirit of jubilee I hold on to the 
hope that I have in Christ to renew and reset 

my body, mind and soul. The message during LPC 
impacted me strongly. It is the idea of reimagining 
self (though grossly shortsighted if it merely ends 
there), community, and the way we’ve been doing 

things. That renewal and 
reset begin not with the 
world but with ourselves, 
and if we cannot look 
beyond ourselves, there 
is nothing left to talk 
about.

So what is jubilee really? 
How can we hope the 
same for ourselves, our 
CGs, our faculty, and VCF? 
How can we be pillars 
of support for people 
within and without? How 
can we be a Christian 
community that looks 
outward? It has to start 
within – an embodiment 
of the spirit of jubilee 
before effecting it into 
the world. To feel the pain 
of the world and yet hold 
on to the divine hope that 
is identifiable to human 
beings. Maybe then the 
religious jargon that we 
use among ourselves 
will be comprehensible 
to those who do not 
yet know who God is. 
Perhaps then we will 
seem less insular, less 
holy huddle, less holier-
than-thou and more 
relevant, more relatable, 
more human.
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A n d  l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  h o w  w e 
m a y  s p u r  o n e  a n o t h e r  o n 
t o w a r d  l o v e  a n d  g o o d  d e e d s , 
n o t  g i v i n g  u p  m e e t i n g 
t o g e t h e r ,  a s  s o m e  a r e  i n 
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e n c o u r a g i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r —
a n d  a l l  t h e  m o r e  a s  y o u  s e e 
t h e  D a y  a p p r o a c h i n g .
H e b r e w s  1 0 : 2 4 - 2 5

SPUR was NUS VCF’s freshmen orientation 
camp held from 24-28 June at The Salvation 
Army, Singapore - Praisehaven Retreat Centre. 
73 freshmen and 71 seniors attended the 
camp where students were challenged to 
SPUR one another on towards love and good 
deeds as stated in Hebrews 10:24-25. 

Prayerfully, this will continue for the many 
years to come as we all encourage and spur 
one another on, and all the more as we see 
the Day approaching.
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butTo S P U R  is to:

- S t u d y  the Word together
- P r a y
- be a U n i f i e d  body in Christ
- R e a c h  out to the world around us 
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Patrick Fung

On 25 March 2014 

around 40 to 50 

students gathered 

at the FES-GCF 

Conference Room 

for the FES Chinese 

Work Student Mission 

Night. This event, 

which was aimed at 

creating greater mission 

awareness amongst 

the students, featured a 

talk by Dr Patrick Fung, 

the General Director 

of OMF (Overseas 

Missionary Fellowship) 

International. Below 

is the summarised 

transcript of the talk 

given by Dr Fung.

Serving God’s 
purpose
When Paul explained 
the good news to the 
people in Antioch in 
Pisidia, Christ was at 
the very centre of his 
message (Acts 13:30-
33). Christ is the risen 
Lord.  In contrast, Paul 
highlighted King David 
as a servant only. 
“For when David had 
served God’s purpose 
in his own generation, 
he fell asleep ...” 
(Acts 13:36). 

God raises new servants 
in every generation to 
serve His purpose. In 
the same way, God 
is calling servants 
in this generation to 
serve His purpose, to 
proclaim Christ, the 
risen Lord.  Serving 
His purpose is the 
foundation of mission.  
It is, first and foremost, 
a call to obedience, 
not to strategy or even 
meeting needs. It is 
a call to follow Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Jesus 
first words to Peter 
at the seashore was, 
“Come, follow me” 
(Mt. 4:19). Jesus’ last 
words to Peter were, 
“You must follow me” 
(Jn. 21:22).

Many people 
remember the famous 
quote from Hudson 
Taylor, “If I had a 
thousand pounds, 
China should have it. If 
I had a thousand lives, 
China should have 
them.” But not many 
have paid attention 
to the next sentence 
when Hudson Taylor 
wrote to his sister 
Amelia, “No! Not 
China, but Christ. Can 
we do too much for 
Him?” Hudson Taylor’s 
ultimate concern 
was honouring and 
glorifying Christ. In 
the history of the 
China Inland Mission, 
hundreds of young 
people, including the 
famous Cambridge 
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even more evident 
with more than 50% of 
the world’s population 
now living in urban 
cities. The urban poor 
remain one of the most 
neglected groups.

Integral Mission
The Cape Town 
Commitment, which 
was published as a 
result of the Third 
Lausanne Congress on 
World Evangelization 
says,

“... in integral mission 
our proclamation has 
social consequences 
as we call people to 
love and repentance 
in all areas of life. And 
our social involvement 
has evangelistic 
consequences as we 
bear witness to the 
transforming grace of 
Jesus Christ …”

“If we ignore the 
world, we betray the 
Word of God which 
sends us out to 
serve the world. If 
we ignore the Word 

Also, the phenomenon 
of global people 
migration has created 
unprecedented 
mission opportunities.  
For example, there are 
more than one million 
Chinese migrant 
workers in the African 
continent today. 
Many have not heard 
the gospel of Jesus 
Christ before. There 
are more than 60,000 
overseas Chinese 
students studying in 
the United Kingdom at 
any one time.

While the needs of 
the ‘10/40 window’,2 
initially introduced 
by Louis Bush more 
than 20 years ago, 
remain unchanged, 
the challenge of urban 
mission becomes 

2. The ‘10/40 Window’ 
refers to a region, 
located between 10 and 
40 degrees north of 
the equator, purported 
to have the highest 
level of socioeconomic 
challenges and least 
access to the Christian 
message and Christian 
resources on the 
planet. 

Seven 1, honoured 
Christ by taking the 
good news of Jesus to 
the inlands of China.

The changing 
landscape of 
mission
A hundred years 
ago, the majority of 
missionaries were 
from the West, such 
as those from Europe, 
North America, 
Australia and New 
Zealand. At the historic 
1910 Edinburgh 
World Missionary 
conference, over 95% 
of those attending 
were Westerners. 
Mission was ‘from 
the West to the Rest’. 
However, today, 
more than half of 
all missionaries in 
the world are from 
the majority world, 
including Asia, Africa 
and Latin America.

1. The Cambridge Seven 
were seven students 
from Cambridge 
University, who in 1885, 
decided to become 
missionaries in China.



of God, we have 
nothing to bring to the 
world.” 3

Mission is both verbal 
proclamation and a 
demonstration of the 
gospel.  Mission is 
both visual and verbal. 
Mission is always 
carried out by words, 
deeds and character. 
This is particularly 
relevant for those 
serving in Creative 
Access Nations where 
missionaries or church 
workers are not 
welcome.

Christopher Wright 
summarised the 
mission of God’s people 
in five key words: 
evangelism, teaching 
(building the church), 
compassion and justice 
(serving the society) 
and caring for creation. 
These five dimensions 
of mission are all linked 
to the Lordship of 
Christ. Hudson Taylor 
once said, “If Jesus 
is not Lord of all, He 
is not Lord at all.” The 
mission of God’s people 
is acknowledging Jesus 

3. The Cape Town 
Commitment (The 
Lausanne Movement 
2011), Part 1.10, 
p.29 

as Lord in every realm 
of our lives, society and 
His whole creation.

A kernel of 
wheat falls to 
the ground
Dr Harold Schofield 
(1851-1883), an 
excellent medical 
graduate from Oxford 
University, devoted 
himself to bringing 
the gospel to the 
people in Inland China 
in Shanxi. Not only 
did he do medical 
work, he was able to 
effectively preach the 
gospel to the local 
people in the Chinese 
language. Tragically, 
he passed away at the 
age of 32. Many people 
must be wondering if 
his life was wasted. 
However, Dr Schofield’s 

life sparked off a 
new movement of 
university graduates 
from England 
who committed 
themselves to mission 
service in China. 
Among them were the 
Cambridge Seven.  

Jesus said, “I tell you 
the truth, unless a 
kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a 
single seed.  But if it 
dies, it produces many 
seeds” (Jn. 12:24). 

Whoever serves Jesus 
must follow him.

Mission is always 
carried out by words, 
deeds and character.
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‘YOLO’ which stands for ‘You Only 
Live Once’, was the theme of the NUS 
Indonesian Students’ Christian Fellowship 
(ISCF) camp held from 12–16 May at Aloha 
Changi. Around 60 students attended this 
camp which challenged them to live a God-
centred life as opposed to a self-centred 
life. Several sessions were conducted to 
help the students look into the different 
aspects of living for God by loving others, 
namely, loving others through friendship, 
loving strangers, loving others through our 
studies, loving our family members, loving 
others through evangelism and finally, 
loving others through service. 

P h o t o g r a p h s
1. Dr Lawrence Chia the current 

President of FES with one of the  
discussion groups at the session 
on  ‘Living for God by loving others 
through our studies’.

2. One of the students giving a 
presentation.

3. ‘Living for God by loving others in our 
family’ conducted by Victor, one of 
the FES staffworkers.

1

2
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Green 
Desert 

F E S  E V E N T

P h o t o g r a p h s

1. The team visited 
the monument 
stone erected in 
honour of former 
premier Zhu Rongji, 
who initiated 
the programme 
of greening the 
desert in Duolun.

2. May Lan was part 
of the measuring 
team – the people 
who marked out 
the positions of the 
holes before we 
dug them.

3. Getting ready to 
plant - Amos (right) 
passing the fir tree 
saplings to Daniel. 

4. Digging holes to 
plant the saplings.

5. Group discussion 
on freshwater

The Green Desert Youth 
Expedition Project (YEP) 2014 
was a partnership between FES 
and Asian Journeys, a non-profi t 
organisation that initiates youth 
environmental stewardship 
projects in partnership with 
schools, polytechnics and 
university groups. Our trip 
involved helping the forestry 
department at Duolun County, 
in the Xilingol region of Inner 
Mongolia, build the Great Green 

Wall of China. This tree-planting exercise is part of a wider effort to combat one of the 
worst rates of desertifi cation in the world at Inner Mongolia. Mass infl ow migration of 
Han Chinese as well as unsustainable agricultural and livestock methods in the 
past, are some of the causes of this problem. The urban areas nearby suffer 
the wrath of Nature when the sandstorms occur. As Duolun County is part of 
the closest grasslands to Beijing, what happens in Duolun will directly affect 
Beijing. The Chinese desert greening effort has a slogan, “治多伦一亩沙地, 

还北京一片蓝天” which means, “Treat a piece of desert in Duolun, return a 
piece of blue sky to Beijing”. 

FES’ involvement in this 
project stems from our desire 
to support creation care as 
one of the missional tasks 
God entrusts us to carry 
out. The participants in this 
trip were made up of some 
FES students, a handful 
of graduates and personal 
friends. We had a total of 
20 members including our 
team leaders Sherry and May 

Lan, who are FES 
staffworkers. Mr 
Lawrence Ko, the 
founder of Asian 
Journeys, and 
some of his family 
members were also 
part of our team.

In Duolun, we spent 
about a week digging holes, 
planting the fi r tree saplings 
and watering them. In 
between our work schedule, 
we discussed various 
environmental issues such 
as clean water and climate 
change. During the rest of our 
time, we visited the beautiful 
places of interest around the 
area including a wind turbine 
farm where we interacted with 
the employees there, gaining 
some insights into how China 
was developing and meeting 
its energy needs. We also had 
the opportunity to immerse 
ourselves in Mongolian cultural 
activities, including spending a 
night in a yurt. 
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“From the mountains, we learn modesty; their 
size makes us feel small and humble, and so 

we participate in their greatness.” - Arne Naess

From Duolun, I learnt 
kindness; the warmth and 
hospitality of the people 

made me feel at home in 
a land away from home, 

and so we partook in their 
fellowship.

From Nature, I learnt 
beauty; the green grassland 

and the blue skies made me awestruck, and so I stood in 
silent appreciation of its grandeur.

From China, I learnt culture; the depth and breadth of its 
history and art made me feel ashamed, and so I strive to dig 
deeper into my roots in hope to find bearing for the future.

From teammates, I learnt friendship; the teasing and chatter 
made me feel a part of the group, and so we built individual 

bonds and corporate cohesiveness.

From Green Desert, I learnt much; the journey and 
experience makes me yearn for more, and so I’ll keep 

seeking and searching, for beauty, truth, and hope. 
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Below, some of our team members refl ect on our time in this project.
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The days that we dug the 
holes for the fir tree saplings 
were tiring, but satisfying. 

I was reminded of Ecclesiastes 5:12, 
“The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether 
they eat little or much, but as for the rich, 
their abundance permits them no sleep.” 
It is reminiscent of how some men 
like me enjoyed our army days purely 
because of the fact that you’re not doing 
something for the pay or any other self-
serving reason, but just for the sake of 
getting the job done. I find that this whole 

idea of finding satisfaction in work 
really lost in modern work culture. 

Work is sometimes so sub-divided into 
many parts that we sometimes feel we 
have no power over the outcome of our 
work, and we don’t really see its fruits. 
So we’re disillusioned, even though we 
have material comforts. Whereas the 
manual laborer, even though society 
does not reward him well, has both the 
power to directly control the outcome of 
his work and see the fruits of it. That is 
his blessing on earth. As a participant 
in the working world, I am challenged to 
pursue excellence and seek the inter-
connectedness of my work to a greater 
purpose beyond myself. 
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One night, I happened to watch 
the television re-run of 步步惊心 

(Scarlet Heart), a story of a modern 
lady called Ruoxi who went back 
in time to the Qing Dynasty. In one 

scene, Ruoxi 
accompanied 
the Manchu 
emperor 
Kangxi to the 
Mongolian 
grassland. She 
looked at the 
vast greenery 

and sadly said, “The grass, trees 
and land will become desert one 
day.” I thought it was an interesting 
statement. I had no idea about the 
desertification problem in Mongolia 
at all.  Later that night, I was asked 
to consider participating in the 
Green Desert Project. These series 
of events led me to Duolun. We 
planted 1169 trees and returned 
safely as a team!   
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Compiled by Daniel Lau, a team member of the 
Green Desert @ FES YEP. Daniel graduated from 
NTU in 2011 and currently works as a Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering Consultant. He is also 
an Associate Staffworker of FES.

The Green Desert Project was 
indeed an environmental and 
cultural learning experience. In 
both our Pulau Ubin pre-trip 
and in Duolun, we reflected 
on environmental issues and 
learnt to live in simplicity, and 
with scarcity of resources. 
The regular reflections and 
group discussions also 

allowed everyone to express their 
gratitude for things around them and their 
appreciation for Nature. I was heartened 
to learn from my teammates that they 
will now take shorter showers, finish 
all the food on their plate, speak more 
Mandarin, read more Chinese literature 
and re-visit China. With small changes 
in our habits and lifestyle, I believe we 
can influence those around us and make 
a difference!

I thank God that I could finally play a part 
in my Father’s vision of a Green Desert. 
During our work at Duolun, God answered 
some of my weirdest requests including 

letting a beautiful blue 
damselfly land on my 
finger! I also got to 
observe other insects 
up-close on my gloved 
hand, and appreciated 
how other creatures praise 
God when I stopped ‘singing-
while-digging’. I realised God 
gave every insect their own 
sounds, or even similar sound 
but different rhythms, to praise 
Him. Every living thing has its 

own song. Even the small round poplar tree leaves 
were ‘clapping their hands’ as they rustled in the 
wind. Like in Psalm 150:6, “Let everything that has 
breath praise the LORD.” God also reminded me 
that I’m so small amidst the many grasshoppers 
and the wide blue sky but He still loves me. I am 
unique, just like all the rest of creation. 
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Compiled by Daniey

P h o t o g r a p h s
1. Watering the sapling: 

Each sapling requires 
four pails of water.

2. Mission Accomplished!
3. Observing, drawing 

and reflecting on the 
fir tree.
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FES, together with some other mission 
organisations and churches who work among 
young people, organised the Generation Next Youth 
Forum on 9 July 2014 as a pre-conference event 
of the GoForth National Missions Conference. This 
Youth Forum, held at Bartley Christian Church with 
the theme Towards Transformational Movement, 
was attended by more than 300 young people and 
those young at heart. 

There were two main sessions in this event. The 
first session focused on Beyond Personal, in which 
three gifted and inspiring speakers (Dr Tan Lai Yong, 
Rev. Lai Kai Ming, and Ps. Paul Kim) exhorted the 
audience on the call to live for the Kingdom of God 
and how young people can play a role in fulfilling 
the mission of the Kingdom of God. 

The second session introduced a talk that 
encompasses five crucial topics for young people 
to be engaged in. The topics and the speakers 
respectively are Human Trafficking (Gregory 
Vijayendran), Climate Change (Melissa Ong), 
Xenophobia (Dr Tan Lai Yong), Economic Injustice 
(Tang Shin Yong), and Faith in the Public Square 
(Dr Mathew Mathews). Each speaker gave a 
15-minute presentation, after which the audience 
proceeded to the workshop rooms to discuss the 
respective topics.  

Towards 
Transformational 
Movement

In between both sessions, 
we listened to the heartfelt 
sharing by Crystal Goh and 
watched the ‘breakdance’ 
performance by Mentor 
Group from South Korea. 
The forum ended with 
a brief summary by 
the emcee followed by 
corporate prayer that God 
will move the young people 
into missional actions in all 
aspects of their life. 

On the whole this Youth 
Forum has indeed widened 
the perspectives of many 
young people from our local 
churches to see how they 
can be part of God’s mission 
– how they can start to 
dream and act on it. 

F E S  E V E N T
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N g e e  A n n  P o l y t e c h n i c  C h r i s t i a n 
F e l l o w s h i p  ( N P C F  E n g l i s h  S e c t i o n )
has around 30 members. We hold weekly CF meetings which 
could be in the form of a Bible study or a talk. Once or twice a 
year, we organise a campus and community outreach, as well 
as a worship event. 

This year, the vision for NPCF is Stepping Out. We chose 
this theme based on 1 Timothy 6:12: “Fight the good fight 
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called when you made your good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses.” This verse means a lot to us, and we see 
it as a call for us, as believers and followers of Christ, to take 
intentional action in living a life that establishes God’s kingdom 
here on earth, in Ngee Ann Polytechnic, and in our personal 
lives. With that we came up with three points that we hope to 
accomplish as a CF: 
1. Living out our faith boldly in society and reflecting Christ.
2. Being intentional in establishing good relationships with 

others inside and outside the CF. This is not just with the 
goal of bringing others to Christ but to also demonstrate 
God’s unconditional love to others.

3. Looking further than ourselves to see the needs of society 
and how we can respond to them as followers of Christ.

P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R
• We thank God for His goodness that even 

though our numbers may be few, we have 
several new members who are committed to be 
part of the CF. We also thank God that the CFers 
have a heart for God and His purposes. 

• As the number of people joining the CF has 
dropped quite a bit, pray for us to have wisdom 
to know how to address this matter.

• Please pray for strength to continue on this 
journey that God has placed us in and that we 
may be bold to take a stand for what is right, 
regardless of how people view us. 

• Pray that as we serve God, we will see His 
goodness and faithfulness, and that we will 
grow together as a CF, in His word and in 
fellowship with one another as His children.
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Elisha Chong / NPCF 
Sub-Committee Chairperson

I s a i a h  4 0 : 3 1

b u t  t h o s e 
w h o  h o p e 
i n  t h e 
L O R D  w i l l 
r e n e w  t h e i r 
s t r e n g t h . 
T h e y  w i l l 
s o a r  o n 
w i n g s  l i k e 
e a g l e s ;  t h e y 
w i l l  r u n  a n d 
n o t  g r o w 
w e a r y ,  t h e y 
w i l l  w a l k  a n d 
n o t  b e  f a i n t .

N P C F  S u b - c o m m i t t e e
(left to right): Sarah, Kimberly, 
Timothy, Sherry (Staffworker), 

Radiant and Elisha.
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S i n g a p o r e  M a n a g e m e n t 
U n i v e r s i t y  I n d o n e s i a n  S t u d e n t s ’ 
C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p  ( S M U  I S C F ) 
has about 10–15 students who are meeting regularly. The 
CF vision is to be a blessing as “salt and light” to the SMU 
Indonesian student community, as well as to understand 
and grow deeper in God together in the CF.

We are thankful to God that SMU ISCF was restarted in 
2012. We believed that God used the help of our Year 4 
students and alumni at that time to re-establish the ISCF 
community in SMU.  We are thankful that God has been 
using the ICSF these two years to bless each one of our 
members. We hope and have faith in His guidance and 
protection for our CF in the future.

B B Q  o u t i n g
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P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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C H A L L E N G E S
Due its relatively young age, SMU ICSF does not have 
many members. We face difficulties in reaching out 
to Indonesian students (whether they are freshmen, 
second years, etc.). We pray that God will enable us to 
become more Christ-like and also empower us to reach 
out to our friends, to bring them to our community, and 
to be a true blessing to others during our four years of 
education in SMU. May God help our CF to be a platform 
for us to grow in Christ, to understand His will, and to 
glorify Him during our university life.

P R AY E R  I T E M S
• Please pray for us in our effort to reach out to and 

bring new students into our CF community.
• Pray for each committee member to be more 

committed in serving our Lord through the SMU 
ICSF platform.

• Pray for us so that SMU ICSF can be a “true 
blessing” for every Indonesian student in SMU.

 

C o m b i n e d  F e l l o w s h i p : 
The ISCFers in a combined fellowship. William is at the back row, fifth 
from the left. Darryl, their staffworker is at the front row, extreme left.

H e b r e w s 
4 : 1 6

L e t  u s  t h e n 
a p p r o a c h 
G o d ’s 
t h r o n e  o f 
g r a c e  w i t h 
c o n f i d e n c e , 
s o  t h a t  w e 
m a y  r e c e i v e 
m e r c y  a n d 
f i n d  g r a c e 
t o  h e l p  u s 
i n  o u r  t i m e 
o f  n e e d .

William Setiadi / SMU ISCF President /  
Business and Management 
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R e p u b l i c  P o l y t e c h n i c  C h i n e s e  C h r i s t i a n 
F e l l o w s h i p  ( R P  C C F )  is a pioneering ministry that started 
during the middle of 2013. Currently, it consists of one regular member 
plus five new/non-regular members. A typical gathering will start with 
praise and worship, continue with a Bible study and sharing, and end 
with a time of prayer for one other. The Bible studies revolve around 
basic Christian living. We meet every Wednesday from 4.30 to 6.30 p.m. 
except during Understanding Test (UT) periods or vacations. 

C H A L L E N G E S
• RP’s irregular academic timetable makes it difficult for us to orangise 

gatherings to facilitate relationship building. Students have three 
separate periods of UT (of between two to three weeks) interlaced 
between academic weeks. No gathering is held during those UT 
periods because students need to revise and also because the UTs 
are conducted after regular school hours.

• We are thankful for the addition of newcomers but they often do not 
stay due to the small number of regular CFers. 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R
We thank God for the one committed member in the CF and for the three 
graduates who have been providing help and support in the fellowship. 
Please pray: 
• for the students to realise who God is in their lives and to take                  

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of them (Phil. 3:12). 
• that students will be built up spiritually and extend their vision              

beyond the current number. 

P h o t o g r a p h  o n  t h e  l e f t :
Top Left to Right: Grace Chong (FES Intern from NUS CVCF), Jackson Lum (Staffworker); 

Bottom left to right, RP students: Teng Jun Jie Jeremy, Xin Jun Ren, Chong Yi Ting, Ng Qian En

Jackson Lum / FES Staffworker

P R A Y E R  P O I N T
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T e m a s e k  P o l y t e c h n i c  C h i n e s e 
C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p  ( T P  C C F )
Of the five students who have been coming regularly to 
our CF meetings, two of them are in their third year of 
studies and the rest are in their second year. We have also 
been encouraged by the presence of two lecturers who 
have been joining us for devotions on Tuesday mornings.

C H A L L E N G E S
Even though we face constraints in meeting together, we 
are thankful for the few who are still faithfully committed 
to bear corporate witness on campus despite coming 
from different church backgrounds and denominations. The 
challenges faced also serve as a training ground for the 
students to count the cost of their commitment. 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R
• We thank God for providing a place for us to gather for 

our fellowship meetings. 
• Pray for the students to have better time management, 

so that they will be able to balance the demands of 
their studies, service in CF and church commitments.

• Pray for the students to bear good witness for Christ 
and to live as salt and light among fellow students. 

B B Q  o n  Ve s a k  D a y
Left to Right: Pearl, Jessica, Sook Ching (Staffworker), 

Hongyu, Yanmi, Winnie. 

M a t t h e w 
7 : 7

A s k ,  &  i t 
w i l l  b e 
g i v e n  t o 
y o u  s e e k , 
&  y o u 
w i l l  f i n d ; 
k n o c k ,  & 
i t  w i l l  b e 
o p e n e d 
t o  y o u .

 Chan Sook Ching / FES Senior Staffworker
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A N A FA  C F  music student once told 
me that “the most important instrument is the 
heart.” Another told me that slow pieces prove 
the most difficult, as they require emotion, and 
mere technique is not enough. If a musician’s 
heart is nervous or falters, it will show in his or 
her playing. When we gather during fellowships 
on Mondays, I am encouraged to see hearts that 
are being regularly tuned by God as our minds 
and hearts are constantly being renewed by Him.

P R A Y E R  P O I N T

G
O

O
D

 
S

T
E

W
A

R
D

S
 O

F 

G
O

D
’S

 G
IF

T
S

G r a d u a t i o n 
P e r f o r m a n c e 
a t  N A FA’s  L e e 
F o u n d a t i o n 
T h e a t r e  
(Berlioz Symphonie 
Fantastique and 
Mendelssohn part 
songs) Left to Right: 
Carita, Sze Min, 
James, Wilson, Aaron 

S t  J o h n ’s  P a s s i o n  b y 
B a c h  a t  t h e  E s p l a n a d e
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T H A N K S G I V I N G  A N D  P R AY E R :
• We thank God for seeing James Goh, Sze Min, 

John Cheng and Aletheia Chua through their course 
in NAFA. Pray for wisdom from the Lord as they 
plan their next course or enter the marketplace.

 
• A new core of leaders has stepped in to lead the 

fellowship. We are thankful that they have showed 
faithfulness and perseverance in their walk. Pray for 
joy in their service, and new strength for them in 
the coming semester.

• All NAFA CFers are given musical gifts; pray 
that they be good stewards of their gifts in their 
respective churches and ministries. Pray that they 
would not neglect a strong personal walk with God 
in the midst of their commitments, but instead 
grow a robust faith.

 
• We are grateful and want to specially thank Prinsep 

Street Presbyterian Church for offering the use of 
their rooms and piano for our weekly fellowship.

W e e k l y  f e l l o w s h i p  a t 
P r i n s e p  S t r e e t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

Gabriel and Fuji Yao ( their Staffworkers) 
are in the second row, extreme left.

Gabriel Jiang / FES Staffworker

P s a l m s  6 8 : 4

S i n g  t o 
G o d ,  s i n g 
i n  p r a i s e  o f 
H i s  n a m e ,
e x t o l  H i m 
w h o  r i d e s 
o n  t h e 
c l o u d s ;
r e j o i c e 
b e f o r e  H i m 
—  H i s  n a m e 
i s  t h e  L o r d .
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God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble (Ps. 46:1).

God is here, He is the strong one. We do not know 
what will happen tomorrow. We are the sheep; fearful 
animals who are weak. Apart from Him, we have 
nothing. Have we experienced God as the One who 
gives strength? Is God really our refuge? 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy habitation of the Most High (Ps. 46:4).

This river pleases God, 
God is within her. 
A river is a body of water that moves. 
It starts small and gets bigger and bigger. 
It is never in one place. 
It is always fresh. 
If there is an obstacle, the river goes around it. 

I was touched when I heard the story of a lady who 
likes to chit chat with her friends about the gospel and 
led many to Christ through her numerous conversations 

This year’s FES staff retreat was held from 8–12 April 2014 in Chiangmai, 
Thailand. This trip was made possible through the kind donation of a graduate 
who sponsored the air fares. Three OMF International missionaries based in 
Chiangmai shared about endurance in ministry during the morning devotions. 
One of the sessions that encouraged me was from Psalm 46.

S t a f f  R e t r e a t  a t  C h i a n g m a i
The FES staff team and some of their family 

members at the Staff Retreat
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S T A F F  N E W S

$  A N D  S E N S E

with them. I was also amazed by how 
a villager came to know Christ while 
sweeping the floor. He was listening 
to a Thai radio station when the radio 
accidentally fell to the ground. The impact 
caused the radio channel to switch to a 
Christian radio station. The villager came 
to believe in God through listening to the 
Christian radio programme.

We, like the river, have been called to be 
part of a movement. Like the river, there 
is a destination where every tribe and 
tongue is gathered. God is within her and 
He will not fail. 

Lin Wei / FES Staffworker

Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth! (Ps. 46:10)

   
Listen to God’s vision for the harvest. 
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FES Income and 
Expenditures 
2014 
 
1. The financial situation 

for the first half of 2014 
is rather alarming. FES 
is currently facing an 
accumulated deficit of 
$24K

2. This is mainly due to 
the drop in Contribution 
income in the last quarter.

3. While expenditures have 
been well controlled, 
income was significantly 
lower than targeted. 
This was applicable to all 
three sections of FES

(Jan–June) Surplus/(Defi cit)

Budget Actual
Income
Expenditures

$ 960.88

$ 666,996.58
$ 667,957.46 $ 578,919.42

$ 602,409.35

($ 23,489.93)

$ 700, 000

$ 600, 000

$ 500, 000

$ 400, 000

$ 300, 000

$ 200, 000

$ 100, 000

$
Budget Actual

Income

Expenditures

Notes:
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In early May 2014, representing the East Asia region, I participated in a task force 
formed by the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES) called Measuring 
Impact Team (MIT). Held in Barcelona, Spain, the first MIT meeting discussed whether 
there is a biblical basis for measuring the impact of IFES work. If there is, our task was 
to come up with a framework for developing a tool to measure this impact.

The discussions were not easy. 

Should we measure how far our ministry has 
made an impact? Somehow this can be a 
taboo question, as Proverbs 16:9 (ESV) says 
“The heart of man plans his way, but the 
Lord establishes his steps”. In other words, 
man may put in much effort in a programme, 
but only God determines its success. 
Another apprehension we have about this 
is the danger of falling into the “number 
trap” (everything is measured by figures) 
or becoming a “success-driven ministry” 
(decisions made to carry out an event or 
programme are solely based on pragmatism). 

However, at the same time, we all know that 
we must be good stewards of the resources 
(including financial) that God has entrusted 
to us through our supporters and graduates. 
Hence one way to know how “good and 
faithful” we are, is by measuring it. 

But even if we can agree that we should 
measure the impact of what we do, what 
do we measure? How do we define impact? 

Which areas are fundamental or 
peripheral, and on what basis are they 
determined? What tools do we use? 
These are questions that require more 
time to deliberate.

To give you an example of its complexity, 
there are several ways we can measure 
a work depending on how developed 
the ministry is. For a ministry in 
its pioneering stage, measuring its 
presence is the only reasonable tool 
(how many staff, students or volunteers 
are on the field). However, for a 
developing or a more developed stage 
of ministry, evaluating its events and 
outputs are necessary (what do the 
students or staff do and how they do 
it, how many students were exposed 
to the Gospel message, discipled, or 
trained), Lastly, for a mature movement, 
we must also measure its outcomes or 
impacts (the difference we are making 
at the individual level, the organisational 
level, or the community level in both the 
short and long term).

rrrrrrrrrlylylylylylylyyy MMMMMMMMMayayayayayayayyy 22222222201010101101101010144444444444444444 rrrrrrrrrepeepepepepepeprerererereerereeerereerereerereeseseseseseesesesessseses ntntntntntntnttininiinininininningggggggg ththththththhhheeeeeeeeee EaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaEaE ststststststttttss AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAsisssisisisiaaaaaa rererererereerereree igigigigigigiigggg onononononononoo
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FES Affiliates
• Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(National University of Singapore) 
• Polytechnic Christian Fellowship 
(Singapore Polytechnic) 
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic 
Christian Fellowship • Nanyang 
Technological University Christian 
Fellowship (including National 
Institute of Education Christian 
Fellowship) • Singapore Institute 
of Management Students’ 
Christian Fellowship • Students’ 
Christian Fellowship Temasek 
Polytechnic • Informatics 
Christian Fellowship • James 
Cook University Singapore 
Christian Fellowship 
• Military Christian Fellowship • 
Graduates’ Christian Fellowship 
• Nanyang University Graduates’ 
Christian Fellowship
Pioneering work at Nanyang 
Polytechnic, Republic Polytechnic, 
Curtin University, Nanyang 
Academy of Fine Arts, LASALLE 
College of the Arts, East Asia 
School of Business, Management 
Development Institute of 
Singapore and Singapore 
Management University

FES President 
• Dr Lawrence Chia 

Vice-Presidents 
• Dr Ernest Chew 
• Rev. Dr Choong Chee Pang 
• Rev. Timothy See 
• Bishop Wee Boon Hup
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Similarly in our circumstances in Singapore, we 
should ask the following question: In the next 
two or three decades, will we be able to see our 
Christian graduates make a global, visible, and 
transforming impact, not only within the Christian 
community, but also in the public arena; not only 
in spiritual matters, but also in every aspect of 
life; and lastly not only for the life after, but also 
for the here and now?

While the MIT will continue with many more 
meetings, it is still uncertain as to whether the 
tools to measure the impact of the IFES ministry 
can be effectively devised. Despite that, I think all 
of us will agree to what John Stott wrote in the 
last paragraph of his book Students of the Word – 
Engaging with Scripture to Impact Our World 1:

And let’s offer ourselves as agents of 
change to our Lord Jesus Christ, as salt 
to hinder social decay and light to shine 
into the darkness and dispel it. Let’s not 
excuse ourselves by developing a minority 
complex. Even two percent can make the 
difference we long to see. I finish with 
some simple words from Edward Everett 
Hale, a nineteenth century American 
pastor in Boston, Massachusetts:

I am only one. But I am one
I can’t do everything. 
But I can do something
What I can do, I ought to do
And what I ought to do, 
by the grace of God, I will do.

1. The chapter where this quote is taken from can be 
read in the Feature section of this issue of Perspective.
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Perspective is published three times 
a year to help readers keep in touch 
with the FES student ministry, as well 
as to encourage a broader and deeper 
perspective on issues affecting our 
Christian life and witness.

Views expressed in this publication do 
not necessarily represent the position 
of FES Singapore.

FES is an interdenominational Christian 
organisation that seeks to reach, nurture 
and equip tertiary students in Singapore 
to be a faithful evangelical witness on 
campus and in society, making and 
building disciples of Jesus Christ 
who will be effective salt and light 
of the world.
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fes@fessingapore.org  
www.fessingapore.org
 
If you prefer to receive an email 
notification when Perspective is 
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