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Whenever there is a discussion on the 
obligations of Christians towards the 
state, a key saying of Jesus is invariably 
cited. The most well-known rendition of 
it is found in the King James’ Version of 
the Bible: “Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s”.

 A common interpretation of this saying 
is that Christians owe different sets of 
obligations to God and to the state. It is 
depicted in the diagram below:

So, as this interpretation of Jesus’ saying goes, there are obligations we owe 
to the state alone (perhaps things like paying taxes or respecting public order). 
These we should “render unto Caesar”. Then there is a completely separate set 
of obligations we owe to God (perhaps the obligation to tithe or to pray). These 
we should “render unto God”. Jesus’ saying, therefore, has repeatedly been 
used through the ages to urge Christians to be good and law-abiding citizens; 
to discharge well our unique obligations to “Caesar”.
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The problem with this interpretation 
of Jesus’ saying is quickly apparent. 
It invites us to divide our lives into 
two portions, one governed by God, 
and the other by the state, with no 
interaction between the two. God’s 
reign over us is therefore restricted 
to so-called “religious” matters, 
while Caesar has the final say on 
how we should behave with regard 
to our lives in the public square. This 
interpretation of Jesus’ saying is, 
in other words, totally in line with 
the secularising agenda of many 
contemporary societies. The secular 
ideal is that one’s public life should be 
free of religious considerations. There 
can be a carefully circumscribed role 
for religion in one’s private devotion 
and morals, but that is as far as it 
should go.

Could this understanding of Jesus’ 
saying be correct? Could Jesus 
have been a man before his time, 
advocating a secular agenda more than 
a millennium and a half before these 
ideas took root in Western societies? 
Might Jesus actually approve of the 
marginalisation of religion we see in 
so many contemporary societies? 
Surely, something is amiss. It behoves 
us to examine carefully the passage in 
which this saying is contained to see 
if its context sheds any light on how it 
should be interpreted. We will focus on 
the description of this episode in the 
Gospel of Mark (12:13–17).

The immediate context of the 
passage was that the Jewish religious 
authorities intended to set a trap. As 
verse 13 puts it, “they sent some of 
the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus 
to catch him in his words”. These 
emissaries began with flattery. They 
praised Jesus’ integrity and said they 
admired the way he taught the way of 
God truly without being swayed by the 
fear of man (v.14). Having cunningly set 
up an expectation for Jesus to speak 
the truth fearlessly, they sprung the 
trap:  “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not? Should we pay or shouldn’t 
we?” (v.14–15). This question was 
designed to put Jesus in a deadly bind. 
Whether he answers “yes” or “no”, he 
would get into deep trouble.
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How did Jesus emerge from this 
bind unscathed? He did the rather 
unexpected thing of requesting for a 
denarius (v.15). He then asked, “Whose 
portrait is this? And whose inscription?” 
The denarius was a Roman coin, and 
had the portrait of the Roman Emperor 
Tiberius Caesar on its front side, with 
words proclaiming his title and name. 
It was therefore a simple thing for 
the Pharisees and the Herodians to 
answer “Caesar’s” (v.16). Jesus then 
spoke the final words recorded for 
this episode, “Give to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s”. This 
reply totally floored the Pharisees and 
the Herodians. They thought they were 
cruising to victory in this boxing match. 
But Jesus’ reply was the knockout 
punch they did not see coming. 
Verse 17 tells us that the Pharisees 
and Herodians were amazed at him. 
The account in the Gospel of Luke 
describes them being so astonished 
that they fell silent (Lk. 20:26). Matthew 
adds that they left Jesus and went 
away (Mt. 22:22) – probably in shame 
that their mission had failed.

If Jesus were to answer, “No, it is 
not right to pay taxes to Caesar”, 
it would have given a basis for 
the Jewish religious authorities 
to persuade the Roman rulers to 
arrest Jesus. The Romans were 
very sensitive about their system of 
taxation, and any potential disruption 
to it was likely to draw a swift and 
firm response. This is where the 
Herodians come in. They were a 
political faction of Jews seen as loyal 
to Rome. They would be best placed 
to report any subversive behaviour to 
the Romans.

If, on the other hand, Jesus were 
to affirm the correctness of paying 
taxes to Caesar, many of his 
followers would have abandoned him 
in deep disappointment. Many Jews 
had an intense hatred of the Roman 
tax. They had even started a series of 
riots over the payment of taxes not 
too long before Jesus’ time. How do 
you think these Jews would have felt 
if Jesus were to encourage meek 
submission to the oppressive Roman 
tax system? Most conveniently, 
the Pharisees were on hand to fan 
any angry responses. They were 
respected among the Jews for their 
anti-Roman sentiments, and were 
best placed to incite the crowd 
should Jesus affirm the correctness 
of paying taxes to Rome.
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This is where the common interpretation of Jesus’ 
answer does not make sense. What would be so 
utterly amazing about Jesus teaching that we owe 
different sets of obligations towards God and the 
state? Such a reply would also not have successfully 
evaded the trap, since it is in essence a “yes” answer; 
it suggests we ought to pay taxes because we owe 
obligations to the state.

The key to understanding Jesus’ last sentence lies 
in his earlier question, “Whose portrait is this? And 
whose inscription?” The original Greek word for 
“portrait” is   (eikon). This is the word from 
which the English “icon” is derived, and can also be 
translated as “image”. To the Jew, one of the first 
things which come to mind when the term “image” 
is mentioned is the teaching in Genesis that human 
beings are created in the image of God.      has 
also been used in other parts of the New Testament 
to denote this image of God present in human beings 
(e.g. 1 Cor. 11:7). The English word “inscription” is 
translated from               (epigraphe). A form of this 
word is used in passages like Isaiah 44:5 of the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, called the Septuagint, 
which reads:

“One will say, ‘I belong to the LORD’,
Another will call himself by the name of Jacob;
Still another will write (epigraphein) on his hand, ‘The LORD’s’
And will take the name Israel”
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So how would Jesus’ Jewish 
audience have understood his 
reply? Just as the denarius had the 
image of Caesar and the inscription 
of Caesar’s name on it, human 
beings are made in the image of 
God and all those who belong to 
God have his name written on their 
hands. Therefore, when Jesus 
speaks about giving to God what 
is in God’s image and what has 
God’s inscription, he is calling for 
the giving of the whole of ourselves 
to God. He is reminding the Jews 
that their one loyalty is to God 
alone. So, if we do pay our taxes to 
Caesar, it should be as an aspect 
of our sole obligation to God; it 
should be as an act of worship to 
God. The converse is also implied: 
If the state should overstep 
her boundaries and impose 
obligations which conflict with our 
fundamental obligation to God, 
“we must obey God rather than 
human beings” (Acts 5:29). The 
one guiding principle for all of life 
is our obligation towards the one 
who has made us in his image and 
inscribed his name on our hands. 
Thus Jesus, in his answer, does not 
advocate uncritical submission to 
the state and its laws. Yet he also 
does not advocate rebellion for its 
own sake. Everything has to be 
evaluated according to one’s sole 
duty to God. He therefore manages 
to avoid the unequivocal “yes” or 
“no” his enemies were expecting.

The pervasive influence of secularism 
in modern societies has caused 
Christians to live fragmented lives. 
The phenomenon of a “privatised” 
Christianity is evident amongst 
many Christians. We have carefully 
shepherded our Christian faith into a 
small and comfortable corner of our 
lives. When it comes to “religious” 
activities, like attending church, or 
going for small group meetings, we 
are happy to say and do all the right 
“Christian” things. Outside of these 
times, however, we often refuse 
to allow the reality of our Christian 
faith to guide and impact the other 
aspects of our lives (e.g. when we 
are in the office; when we discuss 
national politics; when we evaluate 
the economic direction of our 
society). It might not be too much of 
an exaggeration to say that, for many 
of us, Christianity has effectively 
been reduced to a kind of drug for 
our psychological well-being. We take 
it once a week on a Sunday to feel a 
sense of comfort and joy, but refuse 
to let it interfere with the business of 
living in the real world.
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The privatised Christianity of our secular age needs 
to hear afresh the words of Jesus, “Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s”. This, far from being an 
affirmation of the secular tendency to divide our 
lives into different spheres which are hermetically 
sealed from one another, is a powerful call for us 
to re-assemble the fragmented pieces and live our 
entire life in obedience to God. If we do discharge 
our obligations to others (e.g. the government, our 
families, employers, friends), it is as an aspect of 
our service to God. The key obligation which holds 
everything together is our loyalty to God, and our 
key task is to learn and reflect upon what this one 
loyalty entails for the various facets of our lives, both 
“religious” and “secular”. May these words of Jesus 
help bring wholeness and focus to Christians today, 
as we live in wholehearted gratitude and service to 
the God who has graciously created us in his image 
and inscribed his name on our hands.

Dr Leow Theng Huat teaches 
theology and Church history at Trinity 
Theological College. After graduating 
from NUS in 1997, he served as an 
Associate Staffworker of FES for a 
number of years before pursuing 

theological education.

The above article was first published on the website of the Ethos Institute for Public 
Christianity (http://ethosinstitute.sg), which is a Christian think tank formed by National Council 

of Churches of Singapore, Trinity Theological College and  The Bible Society of Singapore.
Re-published with permission.  
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C a m p u s  r e p o r t

From 8–10 May 2015, we conducted our combined polytechnic 
freshmen orientation camp (FOC) with the theme “Revive – Let 
the dry bones live again”, which was based on Ezekiel 37:6 “I will 
put breath in you and you will come to life”. The main goal of the 
FOC was to orientate the new members to show them what the 
CF is all about. We also wanted to build strong friendships among 
the freshmen so as to form a cohesive CF that could stand on 
its own in its respective campus. 25 freshmen from Singapore 
Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic and Temasek Polytechnic 
attended the camp which had a total attendance of 50 participants, 
including the current CF members and graduates who were there 
as facilitators.

Held at a Aloha Changi chalet, we had sessions conducted 
by Mr Benjamin Koh from Riverlife Church, who spoke to our 
freshmen about stepping up to be ambassadors of Christ who 
have been called to our campuses and leaving a legacy behind.  
The freshmen, as well as the current CF members and leaders, 
were inspired to do just that.  Wen Shan, one of our freshmen 
from Ngee Ann Polytechnic, had this to say: “I was reminded to 
surrender everything to God and it caused me to rethink what my 
purpose in CF is.” As a leader, I was also reminded of why I had 
been placed here. It is to serve God and to make a difference, 
in whatever way I can, in the lives of the people around me – in 
school, within and outside of the CF.  
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One of the highlights during the camp was our trip to Pulau 
Ubin where we conducted station games. The freshmen were 
split into groups and were dispersed throughout the island to 
specific stations to complete certain tasks. The participants had 
a good time there, although some commented that it was “too 
exhausting”. However, this fit our plan as we wanted them to 
experience what it means to endure fatigue. 

Another memorable aspect of the camp was the mission 
activity. Each group was given a map and was told to navigate 
their way to designated checkpoints in Jurong. We started at 
12 midnight when everyone was already feeling tired after the 
day’s activities. This exercise is meant to truly test the capacities 
of the participants, both physically and mentally. To end off the 
mission, the last checkpoint was at a graveyard! During the 
debrief, we were asked the question, “What are we leaving 
behind when our time has passed?” From this, we learned 
what it means to leave a legacy behind.  We hope to have 
inspired the new members to aspire to do something for God, 
whether big or small, and to leave behind something that would 
make a difference in someone’s life.
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A total of 149 undergraduates were present at the 

Varsity Christian Fellowship Freshman Orientation 

Camp (VCF FOC) which was held from 1–4 July at St 

Andrews Village. The camp theme was SENT, which 

stood for ‘Sojourners, Engaging in a New season, to be 

Transformed’ in God’s likeness. The event was packed 

with many meaningful activities and varied games, 

ranging from team building game stations, to the Race 

around NUS, and to the UNILife game. Many were 

blessed by Mr Kua Wee Seng’s sharing during the 

theme talks and further enjoyed themselves at their 

respective thematic workshops. The daily devotions in 

the day and reflections in the night also proved to be 

inspiring and renewing.  

 

M R  K U A  W E E  S E N GO R I E N TAT I O N  G R O U P S  I N  S E S S I O N
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M R  K U A  W E E  S E N G

L i F E  o F  a N  U N D E R G R a D U aT E

The UNILife game paralleled the typical life of an 
undergraduate. As people scrambled to pull up their CAP 
scores, widen their social circles and build up their portfolios, 
the numbers started to dwindle at “church” and fewer 
stopped in their tracks to help the “needy”. However, Jesus 
gently rebukes us in Luke 12:34, “For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.” Consider this: If we were to 
place our worth and identity in volatile and perishable things, 
would we not soon find ourselves trapped in a vicious cycle 
of being broken and disappointed? Our identity should be a 
constant that takes us through the seasons, and not one that 
changes according to every different phase of our lives.  

This constant and unshakeable identity of ours should be as 
God’s beloved child, fundamentally built upon an intimate 
relationship with God himself. Blaise Pascal once said “There 
is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every man, which 
cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the 
Creator, made known through Jesus.” Indeed, even as we 
attempt to fill ourselves up with the satisfaction gained 
from exemplary grades, outstanding portfolios and social 
acceptance, at the end of the day, without the indwelling of 
God, we remain empty. Therefore, we need to set our heart 
and posture right before God. 
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C o N S E C R aT i o N  – >  T R a N S F o R m aT i o N

Throughout the camp, I felt the Lord impressing upon me 
two words; ‘Consecration’ and ‘Transformation’, where the 
former would help lead to the latter. I felt God challenging 
me to surrender the limited time I had left before life in 
university begins, to seek him wholeheartedly, while resting 
in his presence. Intentionally spending time with God will 
draw us closer in becoming one with him: to desire what 
God desires and to become more Christ-like in nature. That 
is when the transformation comes from the inside out; living 
not by human standards but by the standards of God, in all 
that we think, say or do.  

Even in service, we are called to have a ‘Mary heart in a 
Martha world’: first draw from God, before delving deep 
into ministry. What can an empty jar pour forth when it is 
unfilled? Likewise we can find it very draining and tiring to 
love and serve others with our imperfect love and limited 
strength. We need to humbly recognise we are simply 
empty vessels to be used for God’s work and that the 
ultimate results lie in the Lord’s hands. 

G A M E S B E R N I C E  ( F R O N T  R O W,  T H I R D  F R O M  R I G H T ) 
W I T H  H E R  F O C  G R O U P  M E M B E R S 
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G A M E S 

C o m m U N i T Y

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 
for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But 
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another 
to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but 
how can one keep warm alone? And though a man might 
prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Eccl. 4:9–12).  

The small camp meeting hall contained many believers from 
various denominations. Yet, it was so encouraging to see us 
all being united by one faith, in our Sovereign God above. 
This camp was truly a blessing, not only in word but also in 
the God-anointed community and fellowship. I was initially 
reluctant to sign up for the camp, but I finally relented and 
caved in to the overwhelming pressure from friends and 
family. Ironically, I was placed in a camp group where the 
majority were similarly resistant towards joining the camp. 

Nonetheless, we thank God that he redeems and that his 
presence was upon our group during the camp. When all 11 
of us came together, we were able to connect on a sincere 
and profound level. This occurrence was truly beyond our 
understanding and we can only attribute this divine encounter 
to God. On the last night, the group stayed up till 5 a.m., 
sharing our testimonies, past experiences, and fears.  It was 
a truly heart-warming and edifying time spent together. We 
genuinely enjoyed each other’s company throughout camp 
and have even formed an informal bible study group beyond 
the confinements of FOC. We praise and thank God for 
allowing our paths to cross and look forward in anticipation 
where He is going to lead us as a fellowship of believers. 

All in all, I do not regret in the least going for this camp. I 
greatly rejoice in the delightful and uplifting time I had spent 
there. I pray for all of us that we may continue to take root 
and faith in the God who has brought us thus far and who will 
continue to carry us through the seasons.

All glory to God in the highest. 
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On 26 May 2015, a combined polytechnic 
missions seminar was held at Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic. Members from the CFs at Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic and Temasek 
Polytehcnic gathered to hear from Dr Tan Lai 
Yong about what missions mean from a biblical 
perspective.

Dr Tan first showed us a picture of a lady’s 
wounded leg and asked us what we saw, which 
generated replies along the lines of ‘a rotten leg’ 
or ‘an injured leg’. However, he pointed out that 
most of us failed to notice the wheelchair in the 
picture, leading us to wonder what else we may 
have missed. He then asked us to guess the 
reason for the patient’s visit to the doctor. Most 
of us replied that it was to treat the wound on 
her knee but Dr Tan said that the patient needed 
to visit the doctor simply because she could 
not walk. He then went on to say that we often 
overcomplicate simple things.
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Then, sharing from Micah 6:4–8, Dr Tan asked us to 
consider why certain characters, such as Moses, were 
mentioned and the significance of this reference. 
Amidst a flurry of flipping pages, Dr Tan challenged us 
to intentionally discover the reason some words or 
names are mentioned in the Bible as we often read 
through verses without understanding their meaning. 
When he explained the significance of the characters 
and places in the verses, I realised that I had failed to 
notice the history and background of the people and 
places mentioned  – just like we had failed to notice 
the wheelchair in the picture earlier. This piqued my 
interest to the rich information contained in a simple 
verse, which I could have easily overlooked in my daily 
quiet time.

From what was shared, we were reminded that 
missions is not just about helping the needy. Missions 
is also about living our lives as a form of worship 
unto the Lord; becoming ‘missionaries’ in our present 
capacity as Christian students. This statement had 
a great impact on me and led me to reflect if I am 
leaving a good impression of Christianity amongst my 
non-Christian friends. 

I thank Dr Tan for reminding me about the importance 
of missions in our daily lives. He concluded with a 
remark that God’s redemptive purpose for everyone 
is for missions to not merely occupy a small 
compartment of our life, but rather, lived out daily in 
every aspect of our life.
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From 18–30 May, two students from NUS Indonesian 

Students’ Christian Fellowship, an NUS graduate and a 

FES staffworker went to Cambodia for a mission exposure 

trip.  This trip was part of the Mission Exposure Training 

(MET) conducted by the FES Indonesian Ministry (FESIM).

P R E Pa R aT i o N

Prior to the trip, there were five topics that we had to read and discuss. 
Although the intensive preparation was unexpected, it was nevertheless 
a fun-filled exercise. I am thrilled with the concepts that God had revealed 
to us through the preparation. We definitely gained a lot from topics 
such as Israel and Missions, Jesus Christ, History of World Mission, and 
Culture and Contextualisation. 

F i R S T  i m P R E S S i o N

At Phnom Penh airport, we were welcomed by Stephanie – a missionary 
from Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship USA – and thereafter headed to 
SONOKO (FES Cambodia) Student Center. Phnom Penh, with its busy 
traffic and dusty roads, is significantly warmer than Singapore. 

Although it is commonly known that we will receive more on such trips 
than the other way round, the blessings that we received from the 
missionaries, local staff and especially from the Cambodian students 
were just overwhelmingly enormous. In comparison, we felt that we 
had little to bless them. This made us feel rather gloomy. We were 
also frustrated with our limited command of the Khmer language. This 
limitation helped us realise the importance of language in cross-cultural 
missions: knowing the language will enable us to connect, not just on the 
surface level but to a greater depth.

C a m p u s  r e p o r t
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L E S S o N S  L E a R N T

•  G o D ’ S  C a L L i N G

Our interaction with Stephanie and two other 
missionaries from Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
reinforced in me the message about God’s calling – 
that it is only when we earnestly seek for and most 
importantly, do what God calls us to do, we will be 
able to live a fruitful and joyful life. The missionaries 
have displayed little, or no regret over their decision 
to serve God in this particular ministry. 

•  m i N i S T R Y  o W N E R S H i P

Although we know that every ministry belongs 
to God, I believe we as Christians must assume 
a certain level of ownership. Through the 
mission exposure, I was inspired by the level of 
involvement, initiative, and ownership that the local 
staff assumed. The missionaries’ roles are in fact 
minimal and mostly related to equipping the local 
staff. Their words and actions are vivid translations 
of their flaming passion for God and their love for 
the people of Cambodia. This is a strong point of 
reflection not only to myself but to us in Singapore. 
Do we still love God or even the people that 
God has put around us? Have individualism and 
consumerism restrained us from serving the Lord, 
from paying the price of following Jesus?

D I N N E R  A F T E R  A 
P R AY E R  M E E T I N G

A F T E R  A  C H U R C H 
S E R V I C E .  E V A N , 
N I C H O L A S ,  C H R I S T I A N 
A N D  YA N T I  A R E 
S TA N D I N G  O N  T H E 
R I G H T  O F  T H E  P H O T O . 
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•  W e  d o n ’ t  h av e  t o  h av e  “ e n o u g h ”  t o  g i v e

In the second leg of the journey in Siem Reap, we visited Garbage Village, 
a village situated near a landfill. The village has a center, built by a Christian 
tuk-tuk driver, for kids in the area to gather and listen to Bible stories, play, 
bathe, and study. It is the tuk-tuk driver’s self-initiative and love for the kids 
that enables him to give and serve the kids with whatever he has.

•  t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f  v i s i o n

What can encourage persistence? Perhaps it is vision. This is evident from 
the good works that have been entrusted to and achieved by the people we 
met there: from the principal of a local Christian school, to a World Vision 
retiree planting a village church in remote Silk Island off the south of Phnom 
Penh.

G o i N G  H o m E
Overall, the two-week trip was vastly enriching for the four of us. It taught 
us not only to observe, pray, and reflect, but more importantly to see God’s 
plentiful work and grace in unexpected places. Last but not least, I really 
encourage students to participate in future Mission Exposure Training trips 
and experience this for themselves. 

S AT U R D AY  S T U D E N T 
P R AY E R  M E E T I N G  AT 
S I E M  R E A P

I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M 
O F  J E S U S  V I L L A G E 
C H U R C H ’ S  S C H O O L .
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This year, the Nanyang Technological University Christian 

Fellowship (NTU-CF) Freshmen Orientation Camp (FOC) was 

held from 13–16 July, at St Andrew’s Village. We were blessed 

with an overwhelming response of 50 freshmen and 35 seniors. 

The process of publicising this camp was in itself an amazing 

experience. NTU-CF and NUS VCF sent out a joint publicity 

email on their respective FOCs, through FES, to church leaders 

and pastors. It was a blessing for us to have worked together 

in this manner, going beyond our more intimate Christian 

communities to see others serving God in faith and witnessing 

God’s sovereignty.

To our surprise, we discovered 

that the themes of both FOCs 

were quite similar. One senior 

student made the observation 

“that both FOCs were related 

to challenging students to be 

an ambassador of Christ and 

messenger of God's love. All 

this took place without our 

knowing what we each have been planning and God impressed 

these on the hearts of both committees.” 

Our camp was titled Apostolus – the Ancient Greek word for 

apostle, messenger, or one who is sent. Themed to discover 

what it means to be faithful disciples in the university, the camp 

had many activities to facilitate this learning.

C a m p u s  r e p o r t
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T H E m E  Ta L k S
Dr Tan Tee Khoon, our theme speaker, spoke on the 
Lordship of Christ – how we belong to God and should 
honour Him with our lives; and how to be good stewards 
of our time and money.

G a m E S
We played games which really helped us to enjoy each 
other’s presence.

W o R k S H o P S
The time spent at the various workshops: Denominations, 
Food and Faith, Vices, Boy-Girl Relationships, and Social 
Media was fruitful. 

R E S T
In line with the FES National Conference 2015 National 
Project of “Rest” we had a siesta to remind ourselves of 
the importance of rest.

F R E S H m E N  m E E T i N G  S E N i o R S
Freshmen got to meet their seniors and batch mates 
during faculty time where we had sharing about school life 
and various disciplines.
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Natalie Chua 
-

NTU, Psychology, Year 2

Though it may not have been the most exciting FOC, we 
believe it was time well spent for campers to form genuine 
friendships, share and reflect. As one camper testifies,

“.... It was ‘shiok’ to chill around, and nice to know that 
you don’t need hype when you’re in an extended family 
of God. I enjoyed the Denominations workshop. It was 
very interesting to know the new concepts, especially 
since Christians on campus will come from many different 
denominations, not just mine ... I really liked the fellowship 
with the OGLs (orientation group leaders) and seniors – 
this is the biggest ‘pull’ for me to attend Welcome Night.” 
– Esna Ong, Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and 
Information, Year 1. 

All in all, FOC was a good time of fellowship, sharing and 
learning. Please join us in thanking God for His faithfulness 
to us and His presence at FOC; and for the love shown 
and relationships formed at FOC. Pray that God will give 
the freshmen His peace and joy as they embark on their 
university lives, and they will be faithful disciples even in 
the face of challenges and temptations. Last but not least, 
please pray for more leaders to step up to serve in love 
and by faith, surrendering to His will. 



C a m p u s  r e p o r t

Can we imagine a universe in which decay is replaced by 
flourishing, and where the complete presence of God makes 
time itself a delight and infinite joy instead of a fundamental 
limitation? While we can barely articulate such a promise, it 
is what the Bible holds in store as our hope for the physical 
universe, as Revd Prof. David Wilkinson explained in an 
enlightening and encouraging talk at the National University 
of Singapore (NUS) on 9 April 2015. About 40 people 
attended the talk Left Behind, Frozen, or Fried?, which was 
organised by the Postgraduate Christian Fellowship, which is 
part of the Varsity Christian Fellowship.

Prof. David Wilkinson, who lectures at the Department of 
Theology and Religion at Durham University, UK, has a 
background in theoretical physics and a keen interest in the 
science-and-religion dialogue in popular media. He began 
his talk by highlighting the “doom boom”, an increasing 
fascination with the end of all things in both Christian and 
secular circles. In contrast, secular humanists have great 
optimism towards the future, believing that science and 
technology will secure lasting human flourishing. Prof. 
Wilkinson pointed out the Christian roots of such optimism, 
believing in the goodness of God (instead of human 
ingenuity) to usher in the new creation.

Prof. Wilkinson then went on to critically examine the basis 
for humanist optimism. He highlighted the problems in store 
for humanity with no technological solutions in sight, such as 
environmental destruction, possible collisions with asteroids, 
and even the end of the Sun. Ultimately, according to our 
best current scientific theories of cosmology, the universe 
itself will end in cold, dark nothingness, inhospitable to 
any form of life. As such, it would seem that science itself 
forbids any eternal scientific hope for humanity.
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But can the Christian faith promise anything better? 
Professor Wilkinson acknowledged that many 
Christians simply look forward to personal salvation 
and a vague eternal bliss, perhaps ignoring the 
fate of the physical world at large. However, he 
pointed out other Christians who have speculated 
on how God will redeem the universe, such as John 
Wesley in his 1781 sermon, The Great Deliverance. 
Anchored in biblical passages about a new creation, 
such as Isaiah 65:17–25 and Revelation 21:1–8, Prof. 
Wilkinson discussed some hints of God’s future and 
perfect reality. God promises a new creation which 
continues from this one, and yet has important 
discontinuities as well. This can be seen in the 
resurrected body of Jesus: Jesus was undoubtedly 
physical, and yet He was able to walk through 
locked doors and appear or disappear suddenly at 
will. Ultimately, the coming future would be one of 
hope, replacing decay with flourishing, where time 
itself would be a vehicle of God’s glory, rather than a 
fundamental limitation that humans struggle against.

The talk was followed by a vigorous question-and-
answer session, where Prof. Wilkinson fielded 
comments and questions from the audience about 
the nature of time and the current physical universe 
from a Christian perspective. Despite the difficulty 
of the subject matter, we were all able to leave the 
talk with a simple takeaway: that God’s coming 
redemption is so great and glorious that it will be 
able to encompass all of creation, in a way that no 
other theory of human devising can match. All glory 
to God indeed!
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In Matthew 5:16, we were told to let men “see [our] good 
deeds and praise [our] father in heaven”. We may well think 
that all we need to do is to do good things in order to be 
good testimonies to others. This is indeed true; however, 
few will relate “doing good deeds” with their professional 
careers. It can be argued that we spend most of our time 
in our jobs. If that is so, it may be conducive to look at the 
relationship between the two. In his work A God Who Acts, 
Harry Blamires claims:

The general vocation of all Christians—indeed of all 
men and women—is the same. We are called to live 
as children of God, obeying his will in all things. But 
obedience to God’s will must inevitably take many 
different forms. The wife’s mode of obedience is not 
the same as the nun’s; the farmer’s is not the same 
as the priest’s. By “special vocation,” therefore, we 
designate God’s call to a [person] to serve him in a 
particular sphere of activity.1 

If our vocation is indeed a calling from God then the nature 
of this ‘sphere of activity’ needs to be studied carefully. 
To illustrate, imagine I am a teacher. I may need to ask 
how Jesus will act and behave if he was a modern day 
school teacher. What are Jesus’s ideologies and worldview 
regarding education? How can others (such as my 
colleagues and students) by observing my speech, conduct, 
working principles and ideologies of education (if any), 
come to know not only that I am a Christian, but also be 
aware of the worldview that I hold? Will they be attracted 
to this worldview and accept it as a guiding principle for 
their lives? These may be questions that a Christian teacher 
needs to ponder. 

1 Garrett J. DeWeese, “Series Preface”, Doing Philosophy as a 
Christian (Illinios: IVP academic, 2011), p. 12.

r e f l e C t i o n
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Adolfo Lopez-Otero, a secular humanist, once 
scathingly remarked to Christian scholars that 
a Christian professor who approaches a non-
believing faculty member must expect to face 
hostility. He must expect that others will view 
him “condescendingly as someone possessing 
superior metaphysics that have been discredited 
long ago”. Lopez-Otero went on to state that this is 
the price Christian professors have to pay for having 
declared themselves as Christians.2 Despite that, 
J.P. Moreland and Francis J. Beckwith encouraged 
Christians not to shrink from exploring various ideas 
and opinions from different academic disciplines.3  

We must not be afraid of dialogues and the 
exchange of ideas. Our main concern is not to 
win the argument, but to make our ideas and 
thoughts known to others. If we manage to present 
our argument with clarity, with logical and valid 
reasoning, and with reliable evidence, it should be 
sufficient. We should also not be afraid to listen 
to other worldviews, which I believe will enhance 
our mutual understanding (between Christian 
scholars and non-believer scholars). One must not 
underestimate the benefits of a two-way dialogue. 
Who knows it may remove the prejudices of others 
about our faith? It will by no means compromise our 
Christian belief. 

2 Ibid, pp. 10–11.
3 Ibid, p. 11.
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Some of the workshop groups at the Equipping Conference will 
continue to have sessions throughout the year under a mentor 
who is an expert in his or her field, while incubating ideas for 
projects both small and large. These projects are known as 
Shalom Movement. Running parallel with the Shalom Movement 
is Passing the Torch where we will share what we learnt at the 
Equipping Conference, and the ideas for projects that can be 
taken up by the CFs. Once we have done these projects, we plan 
to have a time of Reflection and Inflexion in November.

To facilitate the above, a Shalom Movement blog – 
http://shalommovement.tumblr.com/archive – was officially 
launched on 7 June, exactly three months after the Equipping 
Conference. This blog narrates the journey of three students, 
namely Jane, Budi and Xiao Ming, in their learning and 
discovering of how God is at work through students, individually 
and collectively, from the various CFs in bringing the shalom of 
God to their respective campuses as well as to society at large. 
Jane, Budi and Xiaoming are imaginary characters who represent 
the three sections of the FES ministry, as well as the people of 
God in Singapore. 

The FES National Conference (NC) is a biennial event where FES-affiliated 
Christian Fellowships (CF) from every campus gather for a time of learning, 
prayer and fellowship. NC2015, with the theme People of God, People in 
Singapore, is aimed at helping us explore our identity and responsibility 
as people of God, what it means to be Christian students in present-day 
Singapore, and the implications for our engagement with Singapore.

NC2015 itself is designed to be a series of events spanning March to 
November 2015. To kick off NC2015, an Equipping Conference, attended 
by around 260 students, was held on 7 March. (This event was reported 
in the April issue of Perspective which can be viewed at http://www.
fessingapore.org/public/files/perspective-201504.pdf).

26

f e s  e v e n t



27

  

In Genesis, we read about God asking Abraham 

to leave his country, his kindred and his father’s 

house to a foreign land. 

Just as God had called Abraham to move, the 

issue of moving has also been on the minds of 

students at the James Cook University Students’ 

Christian Fellowship (JCUSCF). Having moved 

from their Upper Thompson Road campus to their 

current dwellings not too far from the red-light 

district in Geylang, students in JCUSCF have been 

exploring answers to this question, “Why did God, 

in His sovereign plan, move the JCU campus?”

On 8 April 2015, JCUSCF had the opportunity 

to attend an orientation specially conducted by 

HealthServe, a non-profit organisation located 

in the vicinity, to have a better understanding of 

the work they do. 21 JCUSCF students and staff 

attended this meeting. 



HealthServe reaches out largely to the migrant workers and other 
marginalised people in our society. This trip opened our eyes to look beyond 
all the posh buildings of the metropolis and see the people living in and 
around Geylang, as well as the ongoing work that God is doing in the field.

We walked through the red light district of Geylang and observed the 
activities going on in the late evening: migrant workers on their phones, 
talking to their loved ones back home; the dilapidated buildings where some 
of the workers live; the women forced into the flesh trade. We prayed, broke 
into small groups and discussed how we could be more effective in serving 
the marginalised.

D R .  G O H ,  C O - F O U N D E R 
O F  H E A LT H S E R V E , 
C O N D U C T I N G  T H E 
O R I E N TAT I O N  W I T H 
J C U S C F

W H aT ’ S  N E x T ?
For the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I 
command you, saying, ‘You shall open your hand wide to your 
brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.’ 
– Deuteronomy 15: 1 (NKJV)

Knowing that God has a heart for every single one in the world 
reminded me that nobody is too far gone or should be left out. 
Almost every one of the migrant workers that were reached 
out to eventually believed and even requested to be baptised 
before returning to their native land. Knowing this and having 
seen the work first hand for ourselves, what initiative and 
commitment can we take to help reach out to them? 

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. – Matthew 9:37 (NKJV)

What is the one thing we can give of ourselves, be it time, 
talents or resources? Our prayer is that God will open the doors 
and our eyes to the things He has in store for us to do ahead.
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J C U S C F  S T U D E N T S  I N 
D I S C U S S I O N  A F T E R 

T H E  P R AY E R  W A L K

Time – Instead of giving ourselves to leisure, we could 
commit some time to serve the organisation and the people
Talents – We come from diverse backgrounds, speaking 
various languages and are gifted in different areas.
Resources – We identify our strategic location to the 
organisation and the needs around it. 

S O M E  S T U D E N T S 

F R O M  J C U S C F  B E F O R E 

T H E  P R AY E R  W A L K 

A L O N G  G E Y L A N G 

S E E i N G  B E Yo N D  o U R  L i m i TaT i o N S
Lastly, we must see beyond our limitations. All of us are already 
pretty occupied with our studies. No matter how little we have, in 
God’s hand it is always enough. However, we must first surrender 
and place the five loaves and two fishes in His hands, believing 
that he will feed and provide for the five thousand and beyond.

“With men, it is impossible, but not with God; for with God ALL 
THINGS ARE POSSIBLE” – Mark 10:27 (NKJV)

As the students and faculty of JCUSCF continue to explore God’s 
purpose for them in their new location, may we all reflect and 
consider God’ purposes for ourselves, wherever we are placed. 

“But as it is they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.” 
– Hebrews 11: 16 (NIV)
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S K E T C H  I S C F 
S T U D E N T S  I N 
F R O N T  O F  T H E 
C L I N I C

The SKETCH (NAFA-LASALLE) Indonesian Students Christian Fellowship 

(ISCF) visited Karunya Clinic at 37A Veerasamy Road, Little India on 25 April 

2015. We decided to visit and observe Little India in particular, since this is 

a neighbouring area due to its proximity to the LASALLE campus. From this 

visit, we hope to learn how to engage and bless the community around us.

Karunya Clinic was established 
by Asia Evangelistic Fellowship 
(AEF) with associates in India, 
especially South India. The 
clinic specialises in serving 
migrant workers and those 
who are in need. We met a 
staff from the clinic, Brother 
Joseph Solomon, and we 
chatted with him about the 
background and condition of 
this clinic.

The clinic opens daily from 7 
p.m. as all the doctors at the 
clinic are volunteers. There 
are usually around 100 people 
queuing for treatment every 
day. Although the doctors and 
volunteers cannot attend to all 
the patients, Brother Solomon 
and the other staff there 
always try to serve as many 
workers as they can. Brother 
Solomon and the staff also 
pray for the workers and visit 
them in their homes. 
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Editor’s note:Visit to HealthServe was written 
by Chia Bing Xun (JCUS, Psychology Year 3) and 
Sashiraj Chandrasekaran (JCUS, Masters student in 
Information Technology). SKETCH goes to Karunya 
Clinic was written by Stephanie Joana (NAFA, 
Interior Design Year 2). In the November/December 
issue of Perspective, we will share with you 
Xiaoming’s journey.

It is clear to us that although 
Brother Solomon faces a lot 
of struggles in his ministry, he 
never gives up to help those 
in need. I learned that God 
will use us to be a blessing if 
we earnestly follow His will by 
persevering, taking initiative, 
and remaining firm in our faith. 
He will do the rest. What we 
do may not be something 
incredible or big but if we do 
it with compassion and love 
from our heart, God will use 
it for His glory. We should not 
forget the importance of being 
in a fellowship where we can 
share, pray and commit to 
help those around us together. 
Being in a fellowship with 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
enables us to receive support 
and helps our faith to grow.  

The lesson I learned from 
Brother Solomon is that as 
Christians, we should make 
an impact in other people’s 
life, no matter how small and 
insignificant we think it will be. 
We from SKETCH ISCF would 
like to deeply thank Brother 
Solomon for his sharing and 
we hope he will always be a 
light and salt for other people.

“Love is not patronising and 
charity isn’t about pity, it is 
about love. Charity and love 
are the same – with charity 
you give love, so don’t just 
give money but reach out your 
hand instead.” - Mother Teresa

B R O T H E R 
S O L O M O N 
( F O U R T H  F R O M 
L E F T )  W I T H  T H E 
S K E T C H  I S C F 
S T U D E N T S  I N S I D E 

T H E  C L I N I C )
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The combined university graduate camp is an annual 
event organised by the Chinese (CW) Work alumni 
to prepare and equip fresh graduates, spiritually and 
mentally, for their new phase of life as working adults. 
Held from 1–3 June 2015 at Aloha Loyang, the camp – 
themed ‘菜鸟训练营’ (Equipping Green Horns) – had 
around 20 participants. 

Adjustments to life are required as we undergo a change 
in identity from a ‘Christian Student’ to becoming a 
‘Christian Worker’. During this transition period, we 
can be easily thrown into a state of anomie and have 
our mind preoccupied with endless worries during the 
process of job hunting. All the more we should equip 
ourselves spiritually and remain vigilant, lest we risk 
having our focus diverted from God. It is with a heart of 
thanksgiving that I realised how vulnerable I am during 
this period of transition, but yet I can entrust my entire 
life to our faithful Lord. I give thanks for how the camp 
helped in directing my focus back to God. 

G r a D  l i n K s
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A panel discussion was held, where alumni 
working in different industries were invited 
to share their work experience. Regardless 
of what positions we are in, it is crucial to 
constantly ask ourselves ‘Where is God in the 
picture?’ There were sharing and discussions 
on issues such as the challenges encountered 
in the workforce, for example, dealing with 
conflicts between our job responsibility and 
our role as a Christian, and the importance 
of setting boundaries to build a sustaining 
lifestyle, just to name a couple. Personally, 
what stood out for me was the portion on 
encountering failures. It is through failure that 
our weaknesses are revealed. It is also through 
failures that we are humbled to realise that 
God is our sole provider. As mentioned by Paul, 
God’s grace is sufficient for us, and His power 
made perfect in our weaknesses (2 Cor. 12:9). 

There were also theme talks that focused on 
the wisdom of carving out our life goals and 
career paths, and that of managing our wealth. 
We are called to be children of God and to 
be united with Christ. Indeed, we belong to 
Christ and it is only right for us to align our life 
goals with God’s calling. For his ways and his 
thoughts are higher than ours. Many hope to 
pursue success and security through their life 
goals and careers but to no avail. However, 
rootedness in God’s Word grants us peace 
and prosperity in our spiritual walk with Him. 
Through the latter talk, I am reminded of the 
challenges that we will face as our income 
increases. Are we able to present a tenth of 
what we have with a willing heart? Will our 
hearts burn when we see the digits drop? 
Let’s be reminded that we are merely 
stewards of God. All our possessions are 
entrusted to us by God. They do not belong to 
us. In all things, may we seek first His kingdom 
and righteousness, to be His humble and 
faithful servant wherever He places us 
to serve.
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On 30 January 2015, I left my job of four-and-a-half 
years at a publishing company to pursue a career 
in missions as a Bible translator. This decision may 
seem sudden to family and friends but to me, it 
was a decision many years in the making.

As a teenager, I read biographies of missionaries 
and once attended a workshop on Bible 
translation. I was in earnest and wanted to go ‘full-
time’ right after O-levels! However, my parents 
advised me to obtain a university degree and work 
for a year or two before making that decision. 

In the intervening years of study and work, I 
became doubtful over my youthful fervour. I 
wrestled with my conviction to be a missionary. 
Should I take the ‘normal’ route of life after 
graduation – career progression, marriage and 
children? What about the lifestyle I have been 
accustomed to these past few years? 

Some people have the view that it is more prudent 
to build a career or attain financial security first. 
Serving in missions full-time can be considered 

later in life. There is also 
the opinion that the 
mission field is wherever 
you are, and rightly so. 
There are needs here too. 

Yet, I recognise that all 
these are some of the 
potential ‘trappings of 
life’. I could not sing and 
ask God to ‘Take myself, 
and I will be, ever, only, 
all for Thee’, but withhold 
the best of my strength 
and talents from Him. I 
often hear that one must 
receive a ‘calling’ before 
going into the mission 
field. Correspondingly, I 
feel one should be equally 
sure of a ‘calling’ to stay. 
I know my decision to go 
‘full-time’ is not to achieve 
great things. I go because 

E S T H E R  ( M I D D L E  R O W, 
T H I R D  F R O M  L E F T )  AT 
A  S E V E N - W E E K  L O N G 
C O U R S E ,  C O N D U C T E D 
BY  T H E  A S I A N  C R O S S -
C U LT U R A L  T R A I N I N G 
I N S T I T U T E  I N  A P R I L ,  I N 
P R E PA R AT I O N  F O R  A 
F U T U R E  M I N I S T R Y  I N  A 
F O R E I G N  C U LT U R E .
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I cannot ignore God’s 
compelling command to 
us to ‘make disciples of 
all nations’.

In The Hiding Place, 
Corrie ten Boom wrote 
“Every experience God 
gives us … is the perfect 
preparation for the future 
that only He can see.” At 
university, I was involved 
with Varsity Christian 
Fellowship (VCF). There I 
was challenged to serve 
God beyond graduating 
with honours and landing 
a secure job. I recall 
discussing with my friends 
on an integrated Christian 
life and figuring out the 
meaning of living radically 
in a practical way. All these 

E S T H E R ,  I N  A  R E C E N T  P H O T O 
W I T H  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  V C F 
E X C O  2 0 0 9 / 2 0 1 0 .  ( B A C K  R O W 
L E F T  T O  R I G H T:  A N D R E W , 
C A L E B ,  B E N J A M I N ,  J O A N N A , 
D E N N I S ;  F R O N T  R O W  L E F T 
T O  R I G H T:  A M O S ,  G R A C E , 
V I C T O R  A N D  H I S  W I F E 
K E R E N ,  E S T H E R )
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helped to hone my understanding of missions. 
My family, too, has encouraged and supported 
me. When I told my parents my decision to be a 
missionary, my parents told me all I needed to hear: 
‘It’s about time’. 

I will be spending the next three years training to be 
a Bible translator, commissioned by my church. In 
July, I began my Master of Arts programme in Field 
Linguistics at Redcliffe College, Gloucestershire, 
UK. This programme starts with an 18-week 
Postgraduate Certificate stage, followed by two 
years of field (practical) internship with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators Singapore. It will end with the 
Postgraduate Diploma and Dissertation stages in 
2018. I intend to continue serving in the mission 
field after completing my studies.

 I’m excited for what’s in store for me but I could not 
do this by myself. This is why I am thankful to have 
the support of my church, family and friends who 
have prayed for me, and continue to do so. 

Editor’s note: Esther served in the VCF Exco as Contact Group 
Coordinator (Halls) for the academic year 2009/2010. Since her 
graduation, Esther has been helping with editorial work in FES 
publications as a volunteer. We thank Esther for her faithful 
service and pray for God’s strength, wisdom and grace to be 
with her as she embarks on this exciting new phase of life.

Esther Yap Yixuan
-

NUS FASS English 
Language graduate, 
Class of 2009/2010
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f r o m  t h e  B o o K s h e l f

o v E R T U R N i N G  Ta B L E S
Freeing missions from the Christian-industrial Complex
Scott A. Bessenecker
IVP 2014

The above book descriptions are taken from the publishers’ websites. 
The books are available for loan from the FES Library and for sale at 

the Book Corner, Biblical Graduate School of Theology.

T H E  ( U N ) C o m m o N  G o o D
How the Gospel Brings Hope to a World Divided
Jim Wal l is
Brazos Press 2014

Much of Christian ministry has been shaped 
to operate not according to the witness of the 
Scriptures, but according to the values of the free 
market. We adopt metrics of success that have 
nothing to do with the state of people’s souls or the 
seeding of the earth with the kingdom of God. 

In Overturning Tables the author shows, through 
stories and analysis, that the mission of God reaches 
well beyond the grasp of the free market, and if 
we are willing to reach as well, we will see God do 
amazing things, even as the world sees the gospel in 
its fullest sense.

Jim Wallis thinks that our life together can be better. 
In this timely and provocative book, he shows us how 
to reclaim Jesus’s ancient and compelling vision of 
the common good – a vision that impacts and inspires 
not only our politics but also our personal lives, 
families, churches, neighborhoods, and world.
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p r a y e r  p o i n t

NIECF is a postgraduate ministry that comes 
under the Nanyang Technological University 
Christian Fellowship. It operates quite 
autonomously and is made up primarily of 
students enrolled in the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education (PGDE) programme. PGDE students 
are under a very tight schedule – seven months 
of school in NIE, followed by four months of 
practicum, graduation, school posting, and 
finally life as a beginner teacher. Given the 
short time that the students have in NIE, the 
CF strategically spends that time to challenge 
these postgraduates to “think Christianly about 
education,” and to consider how things learnt in 
NIE matter to the Christian faith. We integrate 
a Christian perspective with topics such as 
pedagogy, education philosophy, curriculum, 
school discipline, and even parent relations.

For the past three years, NIECF has averaged 
seven students. Given that the timetables for 
the trainees are all different (depending on their 
teaching subject), it has been difficult to find a 
common time for all who are interested, and 
difficult as well to meet on a regular basis. In 
general, we managed at least six meetings 
through the semester for discussions, talks, 
meals, and prayers.
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Thanksgiving and Prayer
Give thanks and pray for the continued 
presence of NIECF thus far. It has been a 
critical platform to challenge trainee teachers 
to engage the Christian mind on education and 
the education system. As Singapore considers 
herself an education hub, it is all the more 
important for Christian teachers to teach and 
respond in a Christian manner to educational 
matters of Singapore and the youth.

Pray also for all beginner teachers who 
struggle greatly in their entry to teaching. 
The common narrative of life for trainees is 
that of much stress and busyness, ultimately 
neglecting a social, let alone a godly life. 
There are usually more discouraging stories 
shared in NIE than positive ones. It has also 
been common for beginner teachers to be 
consumed by their responsibilities in school, 
with little left for anything else. Pray that they 
may be sustained by the grace of God.

Je
re

m
ia

h
 G

o
h

- FE
S

 s
ta

ff
w

or
ke

r

39

T E A C H E R S  A T 
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M A R G A R E T ’ S 
S E C O N D A R Y 
S C H O O L .



As our country aspires to be a regional educational 
hub, many bright young people from our 
neighbouring countries are now coming to our 
shores to further their higher education. They are 
studying at our schools, polytechnics, universities 
and private educational institutions – some on 
scholarships, some on tuition grants from our 
government, and others on their own means.

But what they all have in common is that they are 
far away from home during this prime and growing 
phase of their life.  As young foreigners living in a 
strange land for an extended period of time, these 
international students have the heartfelt needs of 
someone who is away from familiar faces, friends, 
and family.  

Therefore, as part of our broader Christian witness 
through building cross-cultural friendships, 
ministering through hospitality, and looking beyond 
ourselves to reach out with Christ’s love to people 
who are sojourning in our land, FES coordinates the 
Meals @ Home International Students Host Family 
Programme. In this programme, we invite Christian 
families, through various churches, to volunteer as 
host families for one year. 

As the Meals @ Home programme for 2014 has 
come to an end, we praise God for the participating 
host families, from about 20 churches, who were 
gracious and enthusiastic in showing hospitality 
to more than 200 international students. The 
host families were wonderful in reaching out in 
love through cross-cultural friendships to these 
foreigners sojourning in our land. 

p r a y e r  p o i n t

G E T T I N G  T O 
K N O W  E A C H  O T H E R 
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It has been really a joy to know these students, 
and the host families were blessed as well. 
I remember hearing one family whose relationship 
with their children improved after this programme, 
as they would make a point to spend weekends 
together with the students to have meals, games 
and walks. Indeed, God’s work done in God’s ways 
will never lack God’s support. All the love and grace 
that’s showered on these families and students is 
such an encouragement.

After this programme, we pray that the host families 
will continue to be in contact and nurture their 
relationship with the students.  As many of these 
students will be in Singapore for at least seven 
years, we pray that during this phase the bond 
and friendship between the families and students 
will grow deeper, stronger and more open.

By God’s grace, we are entrusted with a new batch 
of students again for 2015 as a result of successful 
past Meals @ Home programmes. We pray that 

more willing hearts will join us in this 
coming year to serve in this ministry 
as host families. 

Elaine Chan
- 

FES staffworker
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p r a y e r  p o i n t

Thanksgiving
We give praise and thanks to 
the Lord for His faithfulness in:
• Guiding our cell group through 

very enjoyable times of studying 
the scriptures and fellowshipping 
together. 

• Using all the members who have 
been very committed in running 
this cell group.

• Bringing new members with their 
different, and yet complementary, 
gifts to the group. 

• Upholding Franco, our group 
leader who has been faithfully 
serving in the group for the past 
four years.

Challenges and Prayer Items
• This year, two of our members, 

including our group leader, will be 
graduating. We pray that God will 
call new leaders for the ministry 
and bring new members to join 
the group. 

• Some of our group members 
who have got married or have 
become parents, have not been 
able make it for our regular group 
activities. We earnestly ask for 
prayers for them that Christ Jesus 
be the Lord of their family and 
that He would uplift them in all 
circumstances.   

FES Chinese Work has 
postgraduate groups that 
meet regularly at NUS and 
NTU. The focus of the groups 
is to encourage spiritual 
growth among the members 
as well as equip them for 
ministry on campus.

NUS Graduate Cell 
Group (NUS-GCG) 
NUS-GCG has about 15 
members who meet weekly 
for bible study, prayer, 
fellowship and outreach 
events. A core group of 
members now coordinate 
the following areas of 
ministry: Administration, 
Encouragement, Evangelism, 
Outreach, Teaching, Welfare, 
and Worship. Having this 
new structure has enhanced 
the spiritual growth of the 
members as well as improved 
the corporate life of the group 
as a whole.

This year, we started a series 
on “Looking deeper into 
the Christian Faith”. Through 
learning and discussing 
together on many practical 
issues, we understand the 
purpose, cost and power of 
living in and for Jesus, and 
have learned to put Christ 
first in all aspects of our life.
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N U S  P O S T G R A D

NTU Postgraduate Fellowship
The NTU Postgraduate Fellowship is a loving 
family of Christian postgraduate students 
and researchers. We hold a bible study-cum-
fellowship activity, every Wednesday evening, 
which has around four to seven people in 
attendance. Other activities we have organised 
include having quiet time together every 
Tuesday morning, dinner fellowships, cooking 
sessions and hiking trips.

Since PhD students are the main body of the 
fellowship, a major challenge we are facing is 
the busy research life and subsequent lower 
commitment of the members to the Fellowship. 
It is our hope that by God’s grace, all of us will 
gain strength, peace and joy to support each 
other as we face the pressures of our study and 
research together. 

We thank God for each and every member of 
the group, including our ‘Ganshi’ (staffworker). 
Last but not least, we pray that every 
postgraduate student in the Fellowship will be 
able to "graduate" soon. 

N T U  P O S T G R A D

Du Jiani PhD in EEE  
Chen Bo PhD in MSE
Guo Can PhD in Management
xia Nan PhD in EEE



NTU-ISCF’s theme for the 2015/2016 
academic year is to equip and encourage 
all her members to live and share the 
Gospel in their daily life on campus. As a 
fellowship that upholds the importance 
of mission and evangelism, we saw 
that NTU-ISCF did not place sufficient 
emphasis on sharing the Gospel, which is 
the Great Commission instructed by the 
Lord Jesus. As His disciples, obeying His 
command is essential and the sharing of 
the Gospel must go hand-in-hand with 
living out the Gospel personally. 

Presently, NTU-ISCF has approximately 
50 members. Back in 2007, the fellowship 
was double this size. The number of 
cell groups has gradually decreased as 
some of the groups lacked commitment 
and stopped meeting after a while. The 
new Exco has just been formed and 
we face challenges in identifying the 
needs of the members and coming up 
with programmes that will engage the 
members, and hopefully as a fellowship, 
engage the campus as well.

p r a y e r  p o i n t
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C O M M U N I T Y 
E N G A G E M E N T : 
N T U - I S C F E R S 
T U T O R I N G 
D O M E S T I C 
H E L P E R S  I N  
U S I N G 
C O M P U T E R . 

 

Prayer items:
1. Pray that God will lead the Exco 

in our planning, organising and 
decision-making, so that we 
can understand the needs of 
the members. May we choose 
appropriate topics to be discussed 
during our fellowship meetings to 
help us reach our vision together.

2. Pray that God will help the Exco 
to be committed to this ministry, 
and to balance our time for family, 
school and this ministry as well.

3. Since most of the Exco members 
have never been involved in any 
committee work before, we need 
God’s guidance to serve Him with 
wisdom as a team. Pray that we 
can give our best for God and NTU-
ISCF this academic year and also 
be a real example to members and 
non-members in all aspects of life.

T H E  2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 
N T U  I S C F  E X C O : 
H A N z E L  I S  A T 
T H E  T H I R D  R O W , 
F I R S T  F R O M 
T H E  L E F T  A N D 
D A R R Y L  T H E I R 
S T A F F W O R K E R 
I S  A T  T H E  F R O N T 
R O W ,  F I R S T 
F R O M  T H E  L E F T .
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This is my seventh year with 
FES; I think it is time to really 
take a break. Come August 
2015, I will be running away on 
a two-year long sabbatical and 
no-pay leave to Regent College, 
Vancouver, Canada. But of 
course I will be back.

Being with FES has continuously 
expanded my understanding 
of God. The people that I have 
met all over the world, as well 
as the stories that were shared, 
painted for me a picture of a 
God who is truly at work in His 
world. Also, as the scene in 
the university keeps changing, 
so does student ministry. This 
constant change in work and life 
keeps me energetic and excited. 
These two reasons have been 
what made my years in FES 
such a delight.
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These couple of years away from 
Singapore is a time for me to be 
refreshed in my reflections, to be 
nourished through my studies, and 
to have fun with my family.

I am truly thankful to even have the 
opportunity to do this, despite a 
very lean staffing at FES currently. 
In a way, the preparations have 
been pretty smooth so far and it is 
the most convenient time for me 
and my family to be overseas.

Please pray for a meaningful 
sabbatical and study and that 
this will be time well spent in my 
walk with God. Pray also for an 
easy integration for my wife, Shu 
Hui (who will be doing an online 
Masters with the University of 
British Columbia), and especially 
for Asher who will be of pre-school-
going age by then.



I am grateful to God for all that 
He has given and done for me, 
providing for me and my family 
each day. He has been patiently 
teaching and guiding me to live 
my life in His will and purpose. 
For all this I give thanks to God. 

Please pray with me for:
• my family to be passionate 

followers of Jesus Christ, 
that we will continue to love 
God and His Word, and have 
joy in life.

• my children’s social, moral 
and spiritual development 
– that they may discern 
between right and wrong and 
be able to resist temptations. 
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Serving in FES has been 
a time of continuous 
learning and challenge. I am 
encouraged to see a broader 
scope of God’s Kingdom. My 
understanding on serving 
holistically has also deepened.

To serve holistically requires 
one to grow holistically too. 
Often I felt pulled by the many 
demands ahead of me. Isaiah 
30:15 says, “… in quietness 
and rest shall be your strength 
…” A time of rest is essential 
for growth as this is a source 
of strength. Without it, the 
direction and purpose of a 
ministry will be diluted. It will 
then inhibit the ones being 
served as well. Someone 
once said, “A busy pastor is 
a bad pastor.” I hope that the 
students I serve do not refer 
to me as a ‘busy staffworker’.
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I thank God and others for their 
support, which has sustained 
me. As I work with the student 
leaders at NTU-ISCF and Curtin 
Singapore, pray for a spirit of 
unity, joy and commitment 
amongst us as we serve and 
learn from each other. Pray too 
that members of the fellowship 
will grow and exhibit integrity 
and compassion towards their 
friends such that they will make 
an impact where God has 
placed them.

I have enrolled for part-time 
studies at Trinity Theological 
College beginning this 
semester. Pray that this period 
will be a fruitful time of study 
and equipping for ministry. Pray 
also that the quietness and 
rest in the Lord is not forgotten 
in situations where busyness 
and mere activism could be 
adopted as the norm.

D A R R Y L  ( I N  Y E L L O W ) 
A T  T H E  R E C E N T  I F E S  W O R L D 
A S S E M B L Y  I N  M E X I C O  C I T Y . 
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I thank God for giving me this opportunity 
to serve in FES. If not for this opportunity, I 
may not have grown in my faith as a Christian 
(though there is still a lot more to grow).

It is a privilege for me to serve the 
postgraduate students (both in NUS and NTU), 
as they are potentially influential people. I 
am thankful for their willingness to attend 
the fellowship despite their heavy research 
schedules and local church commitments. 

As we have done quite a number of bible 
studies and discussions on theological issues, 
pray for the students to begin to think beyond 
their academic pursuits and personal interests, 
and have a heart to serve God and people. 

I also thank God that He has watched over my 
parents and continues to do so. Please pray 
that they will enjoy good health so that I can 
serve Him without much burden, and for them 
to come to know Christ in the near future. Li
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f e s  e v e n t
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The FES staff team, together with some of our family members, 
gathered for our annual staff retreat from 13–16 April in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. We were privileged to have Gideon Yung, the IFES Associate 
General Secretary to share with us on “unity in diversity” – something 
that may seem cliché but in reality, a goal to constantly strive for as we 
build a more cohesive path toward like-mindedness in our staff team.

s t a f f  n e w s

51



Christianity is a relatively recent phenomenon in Southeast Asia including 
Singapore. Since its founding in 1819 as a trading port for the British East 
India Company, Singapore has been transformed from a humble village 
with only a few hundred occupants, to a great vibrant and thriving city-
state of more than five million people. Similarly, the church in Singapore 
has changed from a mere western-driven missionary enterprise in the 
19th century, to a more indigenous, independent, and fast-growing 
church in recent decades.    

According to the Singapore census data, the resident population aged 
15 years and above who profess to be Christian (Catholics included) 
has increased from 14.6% in 2000 to 18.3% in 2010. In terms of age, 
45.6% are between 15-39 years old, 39.1% 40-59 years old, and only 
15.2% more than 60 years old.1 In general, the church in Singapore has 
a considerably young demography. It is also arguably a well-educated 
middle-class community with over 40% of the Christians in Singapore 
holding a university degree.2 

Among the many areas we could reflect on, the one chosen here is in 
relation to SG50 when Singapore, as a nation, celebrates her remarkable 
progress and achievement. Similarly, as the church has been growing 
and blessed in many ways, the pursuit for glory entailed with power and 
influence is very tempting for the church, especially in the social and 
political arena. However, in Singapore, the relationship between church 
and state could not be more complex. The main tension comes from the 
premise the Singapore government has been narrating: that Singapore 
is a secular state. Roland Chia quotes Wong Kan Seng, the then Deputy 
Prime Minister, who summarised the government’s position, as follows:

We are a secular Singapore, in which Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, 
Hindus, and others have all to live in peace with one another… Keeping 
religion and politics separate is a key of political engagement.3

1 Department of Statistics, Census of Population 2010: Statistical Release 1 
Demographic Characteristics, Education, Language, and Religion, Singapore: 
Department of Statistics 
2 Terence Chong and Yew-Foong Hui, Different Under God: A Survey of Church-
going Protestants in Singapore (Singapore: ISEAS Publishing, 2013), 2. 
3 Roland Chia, “Religion and Politics in Singapore: A Christian Reflection”, Church 
and Society in Asia Today 16/1 (April 2013), 10.
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The main task now is to have a right understanding of what 
kind of secularism the Singapore government means and 
from there, develop a constructive relationship between the 
church and state. Chia has painstakingly elaborated these 
two tasks in his excellent paper “Religion and Politics in 
Singapore: A Christian Reflection” and suggests the following 
challenges:

…urging all Christians to take their involvement in public 
life seriously…Social and political involvement and 
engagement is part of Christian discipleship. It is also part 
of the Christian’s witness to society.4

Meanwhile, especially after the 911 incident, the landscape of 
religions changed drastically. It has turned more complex as 
politics and government became involved in a more hastening 
and controlling way, with extremist and radical ideas taking 
root more deeply. Within the church in Singapore, there has 
been a hardening stand in doctrinal differences resulting 
in more polarised views formed. However, at the same 
time spiritual hunger among young people in Singapore is 
apparent. They are looking for a more real and relevant version 
of Christianity.

In my opinion, in the coming years we will see either a 
period of critical danger of another major schism or a golden 
opportunity for the church in Singapore. The church is faced 
with the challenge to engage, not only the younger individuals 
but also Singaporeans as a whole, with more pertinent and 
stirring narratives of what the Gospel means and how we 
may live it out in the midst of these perplexing realities. 

W H aT  S H o U L D  W E  D o  N E x T  T H E N ?

Gabe Lyons in his prophetic messages to the ailing church 
in America, stated that the next Christians should be the 
“restorers” of the church with six main characteristics: to be

4 Ibid, 21.
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provoked, creator, called, grounded, in 
community, and counter-cultural.5 Jim Wallis 
says that when moving forward, global 
Christians must “speak, live, and act for 
the common good”.6 However, my deepest 
conviction, quoting Christopher Wright’s words, 
is that in order for the Church of Christ to remain 
His witness, we must exercise the virtues of 
HIS (humility, integrity, and simplicity7). 

All this is easier said than done. Knowing 
that there are still abundant tasks to be done 
and huge challenges awaiting the church in 
Singapore, let me end with a prayer from the 
Franciscan Benediction:   

   And may God bless us 
with enough foolishness 
to believe that we can 
make a difference in the world, 
so that we can do what 
others claim cannot be done.

 

5 Gabe Lyons. The Next Christians: How A New 
Generation Is Restoring The Faith (New York: 
Doubleday, 2010), 67.
6 Jim Wallis. The Uncommon Good: How The Gospel 
Brings Hope to A World Divided (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Brazos Press, 2014), 276.
7 Christopher Wright pointed these three virtues in 
his excellent talk on 23 October 2011 in one of the 
plenary sessions at the 3rd Lausanne Congress for 
World Evangelisation, Cape Town, South Africa 
(17-24 Oct 2010).  
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1. In the first half of 2015, FES’ financial position stood at a break-even 
point with a small surplus.

2. Nevertheless, looking at the ministry sections, there was a contrasting 
outlook while the Indonesian Ministry has a $18k surplus, the other 
two sections (English and Chinese) suffer a $16k deficit.

3. While expenditures were well controlled, we saw income still coming in 
lower than targeted.

Surplus / (Deficit)

Budget ActuAl

Income

Expenditures

$ 3, 907.11

$ 793, 719.63

$ 797, 626.74 $ 629, 967.7

$ 627, 876.59

$ 2, 091.11

Budget ActuAl

InCoME

ExPEnDIturES

Notes:

$ 800, 000

$ 600, 000

$ 400, 000

$ 200, 000

$
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Perspective is published three times 
a year to help readers keep in touch 
with the FES student ministry, as well 
as to encourage a broader and deeper 
perspective on issues affecting our 
Christian life and witness.

Views expressed in this publication do 
not necessarily represent the position 
of FES Singapore.

FES is an interdenominational Christian 
organisation that seeks to reach, nurture 
and equip tertiary students in Singapore 
to be a faithful evangelical witness on 
campus and in society, making and 
building disciples of Jesus Christ 
who will be effective salt and light 
of the world.

Fellowship of Evangelical Students
420 North Bridge Road 
#05-05 North Bridge Centre
Singapore 188727  
Tel: +65 63383665 
Fax: +65 63382054
fes@fessingapore.org  
www.fessingapore.org
 
If you prefer to receive an email 
notification when Perspective is 
available on our website, please 
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to let us know your preference.


