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Feature

The book of Daniel is a source of comfort and guidance especially on how we can be 
faithful as a community during difficult times. In addition, this book confirms to us that 
the kingdom of God will triumph in the end, which in itself gives us encouragement to 
persevere as we face the challenges to our faith in our own context.

1. DANIEL 3:1–7: THE EMPIRE ON DISPLAY 

A global empire
 
Daniel chapter 3 is one of the very few chapters in the Bible written in 
Aramaic, probably because of the book’s universal message. The book 
was set in Babylon, then a global empire. The passage begins with a 
glorious scene of a rival kingdom. A golden statue that is 30 m high (100 
ft) and 3 m (10 ft) wide. We stand in this text in front of a global empire. 
This is a global celebration. There is the statue, music and probably an 
orchestra. The instruments that are mentioned come from different parts 
of the world. Not only that, verse 7 says that “All the peoples, nations, 
and languages fell down and worshipped the golden image”. One world. 
One capital. One religion.
 
The logic of might and pride 

This is the logic of might and pride on display. The king is concerned with 
showing off his fortune and glory, simply because he can. This is the rule 
of the strong and mighty. Everyone bows to the strong and rich. 

Babylon the centre of the world 

The text is clearly provoking the faithful reader, pointing to the fact that 
“all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshipped the 
golden image”. Babylon is now the centre of the universe, not Jerusalem. 
An empire that depends on might, a capital city and a king, not the 
egalitarian kingdom of priests that God intended Israel to be. The worship 
is offered to a statue representing man’s might and wealth, not to God. 
A brief theological background here is crucial for us to understand what 
is happening in the text. The Old Testament is clear: God is not in favour 
of empires. In fact, one could read the story of Israel as the story of the 

2



people of God in the shadow of the two great empires of the Ancient 
Near East: Babylon to the east and Egypt to the West. It is important to 
note that the two most important events in the creation of Israel in the 
Bible – the calling of Abraham and the Exodus – involve leaving these 
two empires, wandering, then dwelling in tiny Canaan. Israel in its socio-
political structure and ideology was meant to challenge and present an 
alternative to the concept of the empire. 

But Israel failed to provide an alternative. She wanted a king who 
enslaves the people and possesses the land. She wanted a capital city. 
She wanted an army. Israel wanted to depend on might like the other 
nations. She wanted to corner God in a temple. She wanted to become 
an empire. 

We need to admit that there were times when Christianity sought the 
logic of might and pride – the logic of the empire. In fact, there are still 
expressions of Christianity today that run after power and money.

No religious freedom 

We now turn to our three heroes: 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. In 
chapter 1 they are described as “youths 
without blemish, of good appearance 
and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with 
knowledge, understanding learning, 
and competent to stand in the king’s 
palace” (Dan. 1:4). Don’t we all wish 
we could be described like this? We 
also know they were given the best 
Babylonian education. They originally 
had Jewish names: “Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah”. Their names were clearly 
changed for political reasons. With a 
new name comes a new identity, a new 
faith and new worldviews. “You now 
serve the king – the one who gave you 
your names”. 

Archaeological excavations reveal that 
polytheism was present in Babylon. 
The book of Daniel has similar signs 
as well, but there was always this 
question: “Who is the god above all 
gods?” There were times when the 
people were instructed to worship this 
god who is “above all gods”. 

The Chaldeans play a dirty game here. 
Most commentators believe that the 
Chaldeans were probably a class of 
soothsayers and astrologers, and not 
an ethnic group. From the book of 
Daniel we see that they were close to 
the royal court, and the king usually 
sought them for wisdom. 

Were the Chaldeans driven by 
jealousy? Notice how they convinced 
the king not to tolerate these three 

2. DANIEL 3:8–15: THREE CHOICES 
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men. First, they highlighted their ethnic background. In verse 12 they say, “There 
are some Jews”! Friends: racism, bigotry and stereotyping are not new. And they 
are not dead yet. We still have to fight and take a strong stand against racism in 
all its forms. We must always be careful with our language and motives. This is a 
Christian, and indeed, evangelistic battle! 

So first they highlighted the ethnic background of the three men. The second 
thing the Chaldeans highlighted is that “these men, O king, pay no attention to 
you”. They are touching on a very sensitive nerve: the king’s pride. It’s personal 
now. The king must take action. 

The three choices minorities face 

Minorities under oppression usually go 
one of two ways: (1) to separate; (2) to 
assimilate or compromise. Separation 
or isolation is a dangerous choice. We 
choose not to interact with or witness 
to the majority. No encounters. This 
seems like a safe bet. We see this 
sometimes among Christians, who 
prefer not to engage much with society. 
We live inside our own safe bubble 
and wait for the second coming to take 
us from this ‘evil world’. The church 
and our friends in the church become 
our comfort zone. Another face of 
this choice is emigration. For me, to 
separate is a sad choice as the Christian 
presence is very much needed in these 
societies.

The second choice is to assimilate, 
and in the process, compromise. Many 
choose this. They lose their identity and 
what makes them distinct. They want 
to fit in and do not want encounters 
too. Many compromise to fit in with the 
strong, singing the same tune, playing 
the same rhythm. The empire wins 
again. Again, this is a safe choice. 

This choice becomes an obvious 
choice when we face situations like 
the one in this text: bow or burn! It 
is this simple. You cannot escape or 
separate. Bow to the king – or burn 
in fire. 

I believe that the book of Daniel 
was written to introduce us and 
challenge us to a third option – the 
faithful testimony! The book of 
Daniel is about the testimony of 
the faithful community. When we 
read the book we see the opposite 
of both the “separation” and 
“compromise” options. As we saw 
in chapter 1, Daniel and his friends 
were distinguished members of 
their society. They were a blessing 
to the community. They spoke the 
language of Babylon, learned in the 
best schools and excelled in their 
professions, all without compromising 
to the logic and might of Babylon. 
They were in the world and 
understood the world. But they also 
challenged the world, with wisdom, 
humility and courage.

Feature
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The testimony of the faithful 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refused 
to bow to the statue. They refused to 
bow to the empire and the logic of the 
empire. For at the end: “We must obey 
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). They 
do not believe in compromising. Their 
faithfulness is especially startling when 
compared with Israel’s unfaithfulness 
that led to the exile. This faithfulness 
was already evident in chapter 1. What 
happened in chapter 1 is of extreme 
importance here. Because they did not 
compromise in the little things, they were 
ready for the big test. Our faithfulness in 
these little things really matters. 

Today we face many challenges in our 
universities and campuses. There is 
sometimes a pressure to yield. Will we 
compromise in the little things? These 
little things we face today will prepare us 
for what lies ahead in our lives. 

Notice the king’s response. He asks 
mockingly, let us see “who is the god 
who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
(v.15). Tensions rise here as the king 
here sets himself against God. Will 
your God deliver from my hands? Is 
your God the real God? This is religious 
extremism 101: setting one’s god 
against the other’s god. In the struggle 
for power and control, we bring “God” 
and religion to our support.

3. DANIEL 3:16-18: THE STAND 

The God who can deliver 

We arrive at the story’s climax. The three men took a stand. There was no 
difficulty for them: “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king” (3:17). 
What a faith in the power of God Almighty! He is able to deliver. He will deliver. 

Faith? Or by the logic of the world, what stupidity? Courage and wisdom? 
Or recklessness? We might want to say: “Just bow to the stupid statue, and 
worship your God on another day. Pick your battle”. But not these men, not 
this battle. 

Even if … we will not! 

Their answer did not stop there. They continued: “But if not, be it known to you, 
O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up”. In other words: even if we die, we will not bow down to the king 

Because they did not 
compromise in the little 
things, they were ready 
for the big test. Our 
faithfulness in these little 
things really matters. 
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and his gods. They were willing to go all the way. If they trusted in the power of 
God in the beginning, here they trust in the sovereignty of God. Even if God wills 
not to deliver them, they will still not bow. What a faith! 

What is at stake? 

For these three, deliverance from the king’s wrath is not the goal, neither is their 
safety. For them, to bow or to burn is the same choice. For these three men, 
there was much more at stake here than their own deliverance and comfort. 
Their compromise could lead to the assimilation of the entire Jewish community 
– and possibly other religious minorities – into worshipping other gods. They 
stood together and represented their communities. It’s about taking a stand for 
what is right and just. It is about taking a stand for the community. It is about 
taking a stand against the empire and the logic of might and pride. It is about 
taking a stand for their faith. It is about taking a stand for their God. 

Delivery and safety is not the goal. To bow or to burn is the same choice. 
 

“They surrendered their bodies” 

Now when a king in the Ancient 
Near East got angry, and his pride 
is provoked, we must be careful. 
Something bad is going to happen. 
The three men were thrown into 
the fire. In fact, the king ordered the 
furnace to be heated seven times 
more than usual. The fire was so 
strong that it killed the “mighty men 
of the king’s army” who threw them 
into the furnace. 

But we need to ask: were these 
men thrown into the furnace, against 
their own will? Notice how verse 
28 reveals that “they yielded up (or 
surrendered) their bodies rather than 
serve and worship any god except 
their own God”. They made the choice 
of surrendering their bodies. 

The words of Paul in Philippians 
1:20–21 come to mind: “as it is my 
eager expectation and hope that I will 
not be at all ashamed, but that with 
full courage now as always Christ will 
be honoured in my body, whether by 
life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain”. 

“That Christ will be honoured in my 
body, whether by life or by death”. 

Emmanuel 

They surrendered their bodies, only 
to discover that they were not alone. 
The king shouts: “But I see four men 
unbound, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they are not hurt; and the 
appearance of the fourth is like a son 
of the gods” (Dan. 3:25). A fourth 

4. Daniel  3:19-30: In the Fire 
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person shows up and simply walks with 
them! Who is this fourth person who is 
like “a son of the gods”? We have the 
right to believe that this was Jesus pre-
incarnation. And if that is true, then what 
an honour these men received, to see 
Jesus in his glory before his incarnation. 

This is what I love about this story. God 
did not just deliver. He was present 
with them in the fire! This is what God 
says in Isaiah 43:2: “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you 
… when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you”. And in Psalm 23:4: “Even 
though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me”. 

The promise is not simply that of 
deliverance, but that he will be with us. 
He will be with us in the valley, the fire 
and the waters. That is the promise. 

We all suffer in different ways. We all 
have our own valleys of deaths, both 
as individuals and communities. Every 
country and student group have their 
challenges. Every individual is or will go 
through difficult times. This is what we 
can all be sure of today. That in the most 
difficult of times – Emmanuel – God is 
with us. He walks with us. And this is 
better than deliverance. 

God glorified 

The three men were rescued. Nothing 
happened to them. The king declares: 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego … for there is 

We should never ever 
underestimate the power of faith. 
Empires fall down at the feet of 
faith. This is how the kingdom 
of God wins and prevails. Not 
through might, but through 
weakness and the sacrifice of 
faithful communities. 
 

Every individual is or 
will go through difficult 
times. This is what we 
can all be sure of today. 
That in the most difficult 
of times – Emmanuel – 
God is with us. 

no other god who is able to rescue 
in this way” (3:28). God receives 
the glory, as is only fitting. 

Remember the empire in its 
might – the celebrations, music 
and shows in the beginning? That 
very same Empire now falls down 
at the feet of three brave young 
men! The Empire bows down to 
the three men who trusted their 
God and were faithful to the end. 
The Empire falls before these men 
who in the words of Hebrews 
11 “through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, 
obtained promises … quenched 
the power of fire … were made 
strong out of weakness” (Heb. 
11:33–34). 
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They still burn people 

Thousands of years later, and the 
same region is again suffering from 
intolerance and extremism. Religious 
minorities are suffering today. There 
is so much death, pain and violence. 
Thousands of innocent people are 
dying. We need to mourn the state of 
our world today. We need to lament. 

As Christians we must mourn the 
death of all people, not only that of 
Christians. We pray for all people, not 
only Christians. I am surprised by the 
response – or lack thereof – of many 
Christians at the death of thousands 
of Muslims in this region over the last 
few years. The media and the church is 
silent. But when Christians are killed, 
we cry against it. Friends: let us be 
careful as we have no credibility when 
we do so! We have no credibility when 
we only protest the persecution of 
Christians, while ignoring injustices 
against people of other faiths! 

We must also acknowledge that many 
Muslims are spearheading the fight 
against religious extremism in the 
Middle East. As Christians, we cannot 
stereotype and stigmatise any other 
religions or people group. The un-
Christian reaction of many Christians 
towards religious extremism continues 
to shock me. I fear we are becoming 
extremists ourselves! 

The faithful do not always survive 

Today we remember that the faithful 
do not always survive. It is not always 

5. Daniel  3 today: The Witness of the Community

a fairy-tale ending like the one we have 
in Daniel 3. Recently thousands of 
Christians from the Iraqi city of Mosul 
were forced to leave their city for they 
rejected bowing to the new kings of 
the so-called Islamic State. It breaks my 
heart to see this happening to one of 
the oldest Christian communities in the 
world. 

Whereas these Christians escaped and 
became refugees – some in miserable 
situations; others did not even have 
the choice to escape. One of the most 
shocking incidents for Christians in 
the Middle East this year was the 
beheading of 21 Coptic Christians in 
Libya. There was no fairy tale ending 
to this and many other episodes. The 
faithful did not survive. God did not 
deliver. It seems God was silent. 

Why didn’t He deliver? 

Many were left in confusion and shock. 
I can still remember the tears and 
anger of a woman in a Bible study I 
was leading in our church days after the 
beheading of the 21 Copts, “Where was 
God? Why didn’t He deliver? Didn’t He 
promise to rescue? Where was God?” 

Where was God? It is in moments 
like these that our faith is tested. It is 
in moments like these that we have 
nothing to say – no explanations – but to 
surrender to the sovereignty of God. As 
hard as it is to believe: even in the midst 
of this, Jesus is still Lord. We have to 
believe that God is in control, even 
though we cannot see or understand it. 

Feature
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Some people find God in church. 
Some people find God in nature. 
Some people find God in love; I 
find God in suffering. I’ve known 
for some time what my life’s 
work is, using my hands as tools 
to relieve suffering.

We do not have to like it, but we must 
remember and keep faith that God is in 
control. 

However, I believe that God is not 
completely absent. I believe he was 
with these 21 martyrs. His promises 
are not always to deliver. But he always 
promises to be present. Actually – some 
of these Christian heroes were seen 
calling the name of Jesus – Yasu’ in 
Arabic – just before their beheading. 
They were true martyrs in the literal 
sense of the word! Their testimony and 
awareness of Jesus’ presence spoke to 
millions who saw their barbaric killing. 
When I think of these martyrs and 
many others around the world – I think 
of the words in Hebrews: “Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life 
… of whom the world was not worthy” 
(Heb. 11:35, 38). 

Refusing to accept release, of whom 
the world was not worthy. 

Where is God when we suffer? Why 
doesn’t he deliver? I believe he suffers 
with us. I believe he is present with us. 

Kayla Mueller was a young brave 
American girl who spent many years 
in the Middle East defending the 
oppressed and advocating for justice. 
As a human rights activist, among the 
many things she has worked for is 
justice for Palestinians, and also African 
and Syrian refugees. She witnessed so 
much suffering and pain in her young 
life. In a letter to her father in 2011 she 
wrote: 

“I find God in the suffering eyes 
reflected in mine. If this is how God is 
revealed to me this is how I will forever 
seek Him. I will always seek God. Some 
people find God in church. Some people 
find God in nature. Some people find 
God in love; I find God in suffering. I’ve 
known for some time what my life’s 
work is, using my hands as tools to 
relieve suffering.” 

Kayla discovered God revealed within 
those who suffer. Two years after she 
wrote these words she was kidnapped 
while working for Syrian refugees. She 
was eventually killed. “Of whom the 
world was not worthy”. 

Same Choices Today

We all face different challenges. We 
all suffer in different ways. Some are 
suffering for their faith. Some still face 
the same choices, to bow or burn. 

As people of faith we have the same 
options Daniel’s friends faced. We can 
separate or seek to escape. We can 
disengage and seek our comfort and 
avoid engaging with people. We can 
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hide our faith. We can simply leave these 
areas of tension. Or we can assimilate 
and compromise and bow to the strong. 

The book of Daniel urges us to 
persevere and be a testimony. There is 
a third choice: Take a stand for what 
is right and just. Be a witness. Be men 
and women of principles. Be radical in 
offering an alternative to the way of the 
Empire. Do it in wisdom and courage. 
Above all, do it with love, maybe even 
sacrificial love. Lift the name of Jesus 
above all names. Put comfort and even 
safety aside, and do what’s right. 

The crucified Jesus is our strength 
We all have a cross to carry. For courage 
and comfort – let us focus our eyes on 
Jesus. Let us remember that Jesus 
himself died as a victim of religious 
violence and intolerance. We often forget 
that. The crime Jesus was convicted of 
was blasphemy. 

Where is God when we suffer? Jesus 
on the cross answers this question. For 
he too cried out from the cross: “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(Matt. 27:46). Jesus chose this. He could 
have escaped it and called for angels to 
come and rescue him. But he did not. 
The cross shows us that Jesus suffers 
with us. Just as he walked with the 
three men, today he walks with us in our 
hardships. He suffers with us and gives 
us strength. 

Lebanese poet Gibran Khalil Gibran in his 
famous book “Jesus the Son of Man” 

envisions Simon the Cyrene, the one 
who carried the cross of Jesus. Gibran 
has Simon saying: 

“And I carried His cross. It was heavy… 
And Jesus looked at me. And the sweat 
of His forehead was running down upon 
His beard. Again He looked at me and 
He said, “Do you too drink this cup? 
You shall indeed sip its rim with me to 
the end of time.” So saying He placed 
His hand upon my free shoulder. And 
we walked together towards the Hill of 
the Skull. But now I felt not the weight 
of the cross. I felt only His hand. And 
it was like the wing of a bird upon my 
shoulder.” 

After Jesus dies, Simon says, “Now, the 
man whose cross I carried has become 
my cross. Should they say to me again, 
“Carry the cross of this man,” I would 
carry it till my road ended at the grave. 
But I would beg Him to place His hand 
upon my shoulder.” 

As we walk in the valley of shadow of 
death till the end of our road, we pray 
and beg today, to experience Jesus 
placing His hand upon our shoulders. 
Amen.

– Munther Isaac

Feature
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On 10 October, more than 100 students 
from the various FES-affiliated student 
groups came together at Singapore 
Polytechnic to celebrate World Student 
Day1 2015. In particular, it was a chance 
for us to physically meet our brothers 
and sisters from the other CFs in 
Singapore and to learn more about the 
CFs in other countries. 

Starting with a time of worship and 
sharing, we centred our focus on 
God and were reminded to, first and 

1 World Student Day is an annual celebration 
of all that God is doing through IFES amongst 
students around the world. On World Student 
Day, students, staff and supporters pray for 
one another and for specific situations facing 
students around the world.

foremost, seek God as we were also 
called to have a heart for the needy or 
persecuted. This prepared our hearts, 
and was followed by the bulk of the 
rest of the event – learning more about 
other countries and praying for them. 

There were 20 stations set up in 11 
classrooms for participants to visit. 
Two stations were for people to 
seek or respond to God in different 
ways (through music, art, prayer, 
etc.), while the other 18 were for 
introducing participants to other 
countries around the world. These 
stations were facilitated by more than 
20 prayer coordinators, who were 
volunteers from the various CFs. 
Through prior research and dialogue 
with contacts from the countries, the 
prayer coordinators introduced the 
countries and their specific situations 
to the station participants. Then, the 
prayer coordinators led participants 
to pray through a myriad of mediums 
like pictures, presentations, videos, 
games, Skype video calls, and more. 
Going through the stations, there was 
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One Prayer, One Faith, One God

I was particularly touched by the focus on teaching the Lord’s 
Prayer in the tongues of our brothers and sisters around 
the world. At the core of our faith, is the power of prayer. 
By learning the Lord’s Prayer in other languages, we were 
reminded that our God is indeed the God of all nations. 
Furthermore, when I prayed for our fellow brothers and sisters 
abroad, I was deeply encouraged by their firm faith in Jesus 
despite all adversities. Though we had little interaction with 
them, we were still bound by our faith in Christ. No matter 
where we are, may the Lord continue to strengthen us in our 
faith as the love of Christ permeates into more lives.

Campus Report

much for everyone to learn and 
pray for our brothers and sisters 
around the world.

The event ended with everyone 
sharing what they learnt and their 
thoughts about the countries they 
‘visited’. This was useful to both 
gain new perspectives and learn 
more about other countries, since 
everyone only had time to visit 
four stations each. 

I was personally encouraged to 
see the effort everyone made 
to set aside time in their busy 
schedules to sit down and plan, 
help create publicity materials, 
travel around Singapore to 
share about this event, and help 
coordinate everyone involved 
with the event. It was a privilege 
to work with the team to plan 
World Student Day 2015, and 
also a great time of learning. Le
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Through World Student Day, I realised how fortunate 
and blessed we are to be living as God’s children in 
a country like Singapore. While many other believers 
across the globe face various obstacles such as 
persecution and poverty, we are blessed with the 
opportunity to gather so freely every weekend to 
worship the Lord. And yet despite the challenges 
faced, our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who live 
beyond our borders are able to persevere in pursuing 
strong relationships with God. 
 
Learning about Cambodia and the dedicated students 
and staff of the FES Sonoko ministry there really 
prompted me to reflect on how we frequently shift our 
priorities from leading a life according to God’s will, to 
one that chases the successes of this world. With the 
hectic lifestyle that we Singaporeans especially are 
accustomed to, I learnt how necessary it is that we set 
time aside to be still before the Lord, asking for Him to 
have His way in our lives. 

Isabella Cai
-

NP, Mass Communications Year 1
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At World Student Day and I got the chance 
to ‘visit’ Rwanda, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Indonesia, Vanuatu and Country C. I made new 
friends and it was a blessing that I could pray 
with my fellow Christians for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in other countries who face 
many challenges. 

God also opened my eyes to look away from 
the comfort zone that I have been living in until 
now. I rarely pray for those in other countries. 
I am focusing too much on myself and maybe 
my community. In the end I thank God for still 
giving me the opportunity to pray for others, 
despite all I am.
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“I believe that I am called to serve the students in my nation and to be the light of 
Christ. The Word of God keeps me excited about the work.” - IFES staff worker

This brother in Christ lives in a country, where Christians are persecuted almost 
every other day, and yet he can be excited about his work as a campus ministry 
staff because of the Word? I was left amazed. If this man could be excited about 
God’s work despite all that’s been going on in his country, then all the more 
shouldn’t we? 

On World Student Day itself, I thought that as a Prayer Coordinator, my role is just 
to bring awareness about Christians in this particular country while encouraging 
fellow CFers across Singapore to see God’s hand moving in the country, despite 
the daily battles and persecution Christians there face. But I found that I myself 
was encouraged by the passionate hearts of CFers and FES staff to want to know 
more about this country. The CFers and staff joined us in prayer, some in tears 
while praying, wrote heartfelt prayers to encourage them, all while committing 
these dear Christians into the Father’s hands.
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I was tasked to gather information about the country, Gabon, 
whose location I initially did not even know of. Esther, a 
staffworker from Gabon, introduced me to the people of Gabon 
through WhatsApp and we started conversing, though it was 
difficult because their main spoken language is French. At the 
same time, Gabon is seven hours behind Singapore time. I found 
out that though Gabon is officially a Christian nation, their student 
group (Group Biblical of Gabon/GBG) still faces challenges that 
hinders their outreach efforts. However, they persevered and God 
has blessed their efforts. It gives me joy to see our fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ being passionate in reaching out and touching 
other people’s lives. I feel the need to reflect upon my own 
actions because with the many opportunities and resources we 
(Singaporeans) have, we do so little to maximize them. X
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From 12–14 October, around 20 polytechnic students 
from the Chinese CFs affiliated to the FES Chinese Work, 
attended a Bible Camp at Eden Bible Presbyterian Church. 

At this camp, the students were taught skills in reading 
and studying the Old Testament historical books and 
poetic writings. 

人的败坏与神的信实

Campus Report

Staff workers teaching students 
how to read and study the Old 
Testament and poetic writings
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Campus Report

This year, Singapore Polytechnic’s Christian Fellowship held a 
Bible camp, Camp in Action, from 7–9 September, at Eden Bible 
Presbyterian Church. Following the theme The Fellowship of 
Believers (Acts 2: 42–47), our camp was aimed at bonding CFers, 
allowing them to build strong friendships and grow together in their 
walk with God. The camp centred on four basic living principles 
of a Christian: Prayer, Quiet Time, Worship and Fellowship. These 
principles were further covered in our camp’s daily quiet time and 
emphasised in our activities. In total, over 15 people signed up, 
including non-CFers and several non-Christians too. 

Our camp started on a high note with fun-filled and high energy 
games, such as Stick-to-Me and Four Corners. Besides the games, 
there was a prayer workshop which allowed our campers to interact 
more personally with each other and learn more about prayer. 
Campers were split into small groups and questions such as ‘What 
is prayer?’, ‘Why should we pray?’ and ‘Why don’t we pray?’ were 
explored and discussed. We also unpacked the meaning behind the 
Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6: 9–15) and learnt how we should pray to keep 
an intimate relationship with God. Later that night FES staff worker, 
Kevin Chia, preached about prayer. Through his testimonies and 
sermon, much light was shed on the topic and it helped us to reflect 
on what prayer means to us. 
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Our camp started on a high note with fun-filled and high 
energy games, such as Stick-to-Me and Four Corners. 



Rachael Lee
-

SP, Diploma in 
Human Resource 
Management with 
Psychology, Year 2

FES General Secretary, Lisman Komaladi, preached 
on The Fellowship of Believers (Acts 2: 42–47), which 
corresponded to our camp’s theme. The biggest takeaway 
from the sermon was understanding the importance of 
fellowship and the impact it has on us as Christians. Just 
as iron sharpens iron, it is important for us to sharpen 
one another’s faith and enable each other to walk in God’s 
footsteps. Furthermore, fellowship allows us to stir one 
another to exercise our faith in love and good works, all for 
God’s glory and for the extension of His kingdom. 

For our camp’s finale, we played an intense game which 
was somewhat like a crossover between Running Man’s 
‘Bells Hide and Seek’ (a Korean Variety Show’s game) 
and ‘Virus’ (a game of catching). By 3 a.m., everyone was 
perspiring profusely from running around the compound 
and despite being tired and sweaty, we still enjoyed 
ourselves, making it a good ending to our camp. 

Throughout Camp in Action, God indeed provided and 
blessed both the camp and the campers. I am also proud 
and elated to mention that one of our non-Christian 
campers was saved too. All these are testaments of 
God’s work. Although many had come with different 
expectations, mindsets and burdens, we broke camp 
bearing the same kind of heart: one that is on fire for God. 

Praise the Lord!
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The Fellowship of Believers (Acts 2: 42–47)
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Campus Report

James Cook University Singapore 
Christian Fellowship (JCUS CF) held her 
third annual camp from 13–15 October 
at Aloha Changi Chalet. In line with the 
CF’s theme this year, Service, the camp 
was themed Redeemed to Serve. The 
theme verse was taken from 1 Peter 4:10 
— “Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various 
forms”. 26 CFers attended the camp, 
which was a welcome break and a time 
of spiritual refreshment after the stressful 
October exam period. 

The camp started with icebreakers 
and games for the campers to get 
to know one another. The first of the 
three speaking sessions was led by 
Senior Pastor Christopher Chia from 
Adam Road Presbyterian Church on 
the first night. He shared what it truly 
meant to be redeemed from the ways 
of the world, the devil’s clutches and 
our own sinful desires. The first night 
ended with a session of feet washing 
led by the camp committee and Exco 
to exemplify service and humility 
among the campers, serving one 
another as Christ did.

The first night ended with a session 
of feet washing among the campers.
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The second day began with an outreach 
briefing by Youth for Christ’s staff, Shawn 
Lai and Jolynn Wong, where they talked 
about the different ways of approaching 
people and sharing the gospel. This was 
followed by the outreach event, which gave 
the campers an experience of reaching out 
to people with the gospel. Campers were 
split into three groups and each group 
was to find an opportunity to bless people 
in our communities. The groups went to 
Changi Airport, Tampines Interchange and 
some housing estates in Tampines. The 
session led by Shawn and Jolynn was 
really useful in helping the campers share 
the gospel during the outreach event. 

The session done by Pastor Chris on the 
second night built upon his first session 
and focused on how we must serve God 
in unity, diversity, maturity and purity. This 
gave us a perspective on what it meant 
to be a Christian and consequently, our 
lifestyles in today’s world. The session was 
followed by a night of fun-filled games 
including water games that enabled the 
campers to think about important spiritual 
lessons. 

In the new semester to come, our CF 
is expanding her focus from serving the 
student body to serving the community 
where the university is placed. Just 
as Jesus came to serve and not to 
be served, we as a CF aim to serve 
the community around us and be a 
blessing to them. The camp provided 
us with hands-on experiences that 
taught us how we can reach out to 
people, bless them and share God’s 
love with them. All these of which can 
be used in the coming days as we reach 
out to the community around school. 
We enjoyed the time spent together 
as a CF community, forging and 
nurturing friendships built on the strong 
foundation of our Lord. With a renewed 
focus, we are spiritually equipped and 
recharged for the coming semester.

Jesus came to serve and not to be served
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On 28 August 2015, Singapore Management 
University Indonesian Students’ Christian 
Fellowship (SMU ISCF) or PATH 
(Persekutuan Anak Tuhan) organised a 
tea session to welcome the freshmen 
and introduce them to the CF. The theme 
for this year’s Welcome Tea, Much Study 
is a Weariness of the Flesh, taken from 
Ecclesiastes 12:12b, aims to provide the 
freshmen with a good foundation to embark 
on their university life. We started the 
session with prayer and a brief introduction 
followed by a sharing about our first two 
weeks of school. After that, our speaker, 
Lisman Komaladi, gave a short sermon. 
Finally, we ended the session by enjoying 
some light refreshments.

Since the Welcome Tea, a few freshmen 
have visited our subsequent sessions. Our 
main focus for this semester is to study the 
book of James. It is indeed a blessing to 
see new freshmen interested in knowing 
more about this community and about 
Christianity. I am also very grateful that 
God works through the committee as a 
bridge between the CF community and the 
students in SMU. Although it is becoming 
more difficult to impress upon people of the 

Felicia Amanda Wijaya
-

SMU, Business Year 2 

importance of being part of a 
Christian community in this 
secular world, we can still be 
a witness to God’s guidance 
of this community.

With that, I hope that SMU 
ISCF will continue to be a 
platform that brings together 
people with the same belief 
to be a blessing in SMU. 
Finally, we hope that God 
will continue sustaining this 
community and guiding us 
through the sessions to come. 

God bless you.

The theme for this year’s 
Welcome Tea, Much Study is a 
Weariness of the Flesh, taken 
from Ecclesiastes 12:12b



Together
A thousand people, from 
nearly 150 countries spread 
over 11 regions across the 
world, together. 22–30 July. 
Ten days, in the beautiful 
Oaxtepec, Mexico. There 
were ministry staff, university 
students, faculty members 
and researchers. One family. 
Together to meet God and one 
another, to learn, encourage, 
and seek God’s purposes for 
the global ministry of IFES, 
the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students.

IFES Link

In the University
We are not alone. It was an absolute joy to 
meet people from universities around the 
world. To meet fellow students who understand 
our semester woes and (constant) complaints. 
Our struggle with deciding between midterm 
exams and CG (Contact Group), our passions 
and pastimes, our heart for the ministry, which 
we were all a part of, in our own schools. 
It was a blessing to meet staff from other 
movements. To share in on their insights 
and wisdom about student ministry, to hear 
their stories and how God has worked in and 
through them. To feel their passion for God’s 
work, and their love for their students. We met 
students and researchers who shared our fields 
of study. It was particularly exciting to find 
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people who can identify with that unique excitement over our respective 
major subjects, and the struggles about how we’ve found God in what 
we study. Biology professors from Chile, philosophy students from India, 
Italy; it was exciting to find people who do what we do, who love what 
we love. It was comforting to realise that we are not alone wherever 
we are, in whatever we’re doing, that we have a God and a family who 
understands, and is walking with us.

In Mission
We’ve heard stories. Many people have stories much like ours. 
Their world we relate to and understand – striving churches, stable 
environments. Then there were stories that were unlike ours; stories 
of worlds we have never been in, and may never be in. Stories of war, 
of tragedy, of redemption, of victory. We were deeply moved, greatly 
humbled. Then we began to see, no matter the story, God was moving. 
His work is over and beyond anything we can imagine. No matter where 
we are or what school we were from, we are part of this movement, of 
this same mission – to bring His presence, His glory, His story to the 
university. We are many little movements in one great movement. We 
have many fellow ministries to pray with and pray for, to learn from, and 
encourage. We are many little lights scattered across the globe, shining 
like stars. (Read Shining Like Stars for even more stories!)

In Christ 
We are family. We are more than just different groups of people, in 
different parts of the world, doing the same thing. We are brothers and 
sisters. Perhaps simply the gathering as one body of Christ is one of the 
greatest blessings … We prayed in many tongues, but with one heart. 
We sang in English, Spanish, Japanese, Swahili, Russian, Arabic, but in 
one voice. We danced, sang and worshiped in one spirit. We cried with 
those facing persecution and violence, we rejoiced with those who had 
overcame adversity. We stood encouraged by pioneering ministries in 
challenging places, we stood together in prayer for countries which are 
struggling. Geographical lines began to fade, it mattered less which 
country we were from. Even now, though we’ve all returned to our 
corners of the earth, this family is one in Christ.

Our journey in this global mission does not stop, not even here at home. 
We don’t have to be ‘out there’ to be part of something greater. We are 
all part of this global movement, we are all part of this one body of Christ. 
Individually we may be small, but our prayer is that as a ministry we don’t 
lose sight of our large part in God’s work in the world. That we would 
continue to work together as a family, to declare His glory among the 
nations. Together, in the University, in Mission, in Christ.
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Here
A family gathering
Of nations and of tongues
Amalgamating
We are one

Here
Like babel reversed
Freely did we converse
A Kingdom building
We are one

Here
Hearts began to burn within
Knitted together
Kin
We are one

Now,
Now that I have seen
Reality's gleam
That country is no longer a place
But a name, a face
To which I can trace
The hand of God.

Now,
Now that I have heard
Conscience seared,
Conviction reared:
We must let ourselves be moved
If a movement we are to prove.

“Let our faith be more than anthems,
Greater than the songs we sing”
May we witness as we have witnessed
All to the glory of Christ our King.
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One of the most inspiring stories 
I heard at World Assembly was 
during a talk by Dr. Ruth Turley, a 
sociologist who shared on ‘Mission 
to the University’. She spoke of 
the need to change the sort of 
research questions that were being 
developed in university so as to 
ensure that knowledge was properly 
communicated to and appropriated 
into society. She went on to share her 
own journey: building bridges between 
researchers and policy makers with 
regards to education, specifically for 
one of the largest and poorest district 
schools in Houston. Through this 
partnership, the research team was 
able to formulate better questions 
that in turn allowed the school to 
make more well-informed decisions, 
thus bringing about positive changes 
for the school-children. As a hopeful 
young researcher developing a heart 
for the poor in her own context, I 
found myself deeply challenged by 
Dr. Turley’s sharing. It caused me 
to ponder my own future research 
paths, my research interests and also, 
the sort of questions I ought to be 
challenging my students to ask. 

Frequently indeed do I hear the 
phrases “to be salt and light on 
campus and in society” and that 
“Jesus is the Lord of the University” 
affirmed among my students: in 
fact, these were statements I 
heartily attested to when I was 
a student myself. I believe that 
attending World Assembly has 
shed greater light on what these 
declarations mean. The stories that 
I’ve heard now serve as a reminder 
for me: perhaps this is what it 
means to take seriously the claim 
that Jesus is Lord of the University, 
and Lord of Society. These stories 
prompt me to reflect on what it 
means (and how!) to actively Hope, 
or to act Faithfully, in Hope – where 
Love stretches itself into the future. 
These stories prod me into enlarging 
my own understanding of who our 
Lord Jesus is and into a renewed 
understanding of His Kingdom. And 
perhaps this entire World Assembly 
experience, now very much a part 
of me, somewhat informs the way 
I live, not just as a FES staff-worker, 
but as a child of our King. 

Prarthini Selveindran
-

FES Staffworker

IFES Link
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Zephy Wong
-

FES Staffworker

final full day began with a sharing 
on the missiology of ISM, and had 
a workshop focused on re-entry 
issues faced by students returning 
to their home countries, and ways in 
which they could be prepared for the 
transition.

The nights were set aside for a few 
working groups to meet, each tackling 
an issue or area pertaining to ISM 
that required further study. These 
included the training and development 
of volunteers and practitioners, 
establishing networks to develop 
in-bound graduates, and looking at 
the challenges faced by students who 
either stay on in the host countries 
or re-enter their home countries. 
Each working group consolidated 
their findings and ideas, and briefly 
presented it on the last day. After the 
forum, all the information will be made 
available to participants for reference.

The working groups and workshops 
were meant to initiate thought 
and discussion about the topics 
chosen, and conversations should 
continue within the newly-formed 
networks following the end of the 
forum. It remains the hope of the 
organisers that out of these networks, 
‘communities of practice’ would form 
where ideas can constantly be shared 
among ISM practitioners to address 
the important issues present in the 
ministry both now and in the future.

25

For five days, a group of about 70 
international delegates met at the 
Salvation Army, Singapore Praisehaven 
Retreat Centre for the 2nd Lausanne 
Asia-Pacific International Students 
Ministry (ISM) Forum. This was one 
of several forums on critical mission 
topics that convened with the Lausanne 
movement that had been taking place 
over the years.

At the forum, delegates from the Asia-
Pacific region, together with a few from 
the U.S., Canada, and South Africa, 
gathered to contribute to a collective 
pool of ideas on the theory and practice 
of ISM in the Asia-Pacific region. The 
exceedingly diverse group included 
staff and leaders of churches, other 
organisations, and even individuals who 
were involved in ministry work among 
international students.

Each full day began with a talk, followed 
by a workshop, which made up most 
of the programme for the day. The 
first day began with a sharing on the 
ecclesiology of ISM, followed by a 
workshop on skill training and skill 
competency. The second covered the 
theological underpinnings and practical 
challenges dealing with language, 
culture and contextualisation. The 

FES Event 
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On 22 September 2015, FES hosted an 
event, “Reading the Bible Wisely” at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd. The 
event was opened to all FES affiliates. 
We were incredibly blessed to hear from 
Dr Richard Briggs, Director of Biblical 
Studies at the Cranmer Hall Theological 
College in Durham University on the topic 
of biblical interpretation. 

The sounds of friendly introductions 
and joyful reunions filled the church as 
FES affiliated ministries from all over 
Singapore gathered together for the 
event. “It was good to catch up with 
friends from NTU CCF and NUS CVCF.” 
said Lim Yu Ke, Year 2 National University 
of Singapore (NUS) student. The 
opportunity to meet with other student 
ministries in Singapore during the event 
was greatly cherished as it provided a 
glimpse of the wider student body at 
work in Singapore. As we gather, each 
of our ministries will come to realise that 
we are indeed part of something bigger 
than ourselves. 

Dr Briggs began his teaching by 
challenging the common notion of the 
dichotomy between piety and technical 
analysis of scripture. He presented a 
case where the two work hand in hand, 
allowing the reader to interpret the Bible 
“wisely”. This involves reading the Bible 
with interpretive virtues, letting the text 
speak for itself. It also involves paying 

attention to the disposition with 
which we read, who we are, and 
who we are becoming. Dr Briggs 
raised the example of humility as 
an interpretive virtue, revealing 
a pathway of understanding and 
repeated refinement of character. 
Reading scripture in this way thus 
goes beyond extracting biblical 
principles, but also becomes the 
very channel through which God 
transforms character and our 
lives. The question and answer 
segment was also a lively time, with 
challenging questions that provided 
more nuanced understanding of the 
teaching. A notable question was 
how to address the issue of culture 
influencing our reading of scripture. 
Dr Briggs responded excellently by 
pointing out how careful attention 
to the text in the long run tends to 
produce the reverse effect, where it 
is less a case of culture influencing 
our textual interpretation, but the 
text instead challenging the way our 
cultures think and 
manifest interpretations.
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Matthew Hooi 
-

NUS, Business Year 4 

Photos by: Matthaeus Lim (NUS, Arts Year 4)

We are extremely grateful to Dr Briggs as well as his 
wife Melody for availing themselves for this event. It 
was indeed a wonderful time of teaching and friendships 
formed both between ministries and even across borders. 
While the event has drawn to a close, we look forward to 
a time not long from now where we may gather together 
once again to receive the Word, and also to engage with 
one another in student ministry. 

One day intensive course 

On 24 September Dr Richard Briggs conducted a one-day intensive course, 
entitled “The Old Testament in Christian Ministry”, which was attended by 
approximately thirty students and staffworkers from across campus ministries 
in Singapore. Participants ranged from experienced staff workers with 
theological training, to student leaders from the Biblical Engagement Study 
Team responsible for crafting NUS VCF’s Bible studies, to first-year students 
interested to learn more about how to read the Old Testament (OT).          >
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Rachel Phang
-

NUS, Law Year 4 

> 
Beginning at 10 a.m. and ending at 
6 p.m., the course involved a full-
day immersion in the OT, a gift that 
is sometimes strange in its difficulty 
and non-conformity to what we might 
expect, textured in its multi-genre 
richness and beauty, as well as Christian 
– uniquely configured as part of the 
two-testament structure of the Bible 
and refigured by the New Testament 
(NT). Participants were encouraged to 
read and re-read across at least three 
horizons: the originating context, the 
context of the text in relation to the NT, 
and our own context today. 

To this end, Dr Briggs focused on four 
selected passages, guiding participants 
in the shadow of the tower of Babel 
(Gen. 11:1–9); in the wilderness (Num. 
13–14); in the heart of darkness (Judg. 
11); and in the furnace and the lion’s 
den (Dan. 3, 6). 

The course was rich not only in the 
substance of biblical lessons learnt, 
but also in addressing the process of 
how we read the Bible. As Ruth, a Year 
2 NUS student shared, “The session 
inspired me to re-look at how I read the 
Bible and made me much more excited 
to read God’s Word.” Rather than fixate 
on the questions we want to ask of the 
text, participants were encouraged to 
be open, patient, and attentive to what 
the text is saying to us. 

The course was not shy about 
confronting intellectually and/or 
emotionally difficult passages in 
the OT, and coming face to face 
with disquiet and irresolution 
– a place where we may not 
understand, but we trust the 
Author and cherish His Word. As 
Ruth said, “It helped me grapple 
with the unfamiliarity of most 
passages in the OT, whether it 
be because it doesn’t seem like a 
helpful passage at first glance or 
is culturally very distant. He was 
cogent in clarifying many doubts 
and struggles about reading the 
Bible that not many in church had 
talked about.” 

Finally, as Dr Briggs gently pointed 
out, it is possible to know a great 
deal yet not be wise. Situating 
our study of the OT in the context 
of Christian ministry, the course 
constantly returned to the key 
question: how does your reading 
of the passage bless people? Dr 
Briggs demonstrated some ways 
in which, from the tower of Babel 
account to one of the darkest 
passages in the OT, it is possible 
to bring a blessing, and through 
exposition and study to minister. 
How does your reading bless? 

be open, patient, and attentive to what the text is saying to us FES Event



What a delight and a privilege it was, for about 25 of us 
who taught children to gather on 23 September and learn 
from Dr Melody Briggs (and each other!) about children 
reading Scripture. Dr Briggs brought to the interactive 
workshop not only her wealth of knowledge from her 
own studies and research, but also a great deal of 
practical experience from and in teaching children. 

Dr Briggs started the session with the most basic 
question related to the topic: “Should children read 
Scripture?” After that question was met with a 
resounding “yes,” she proceeded to facilitate a discussion 
about the different experiences that we have had with 
children reading the Bible. Many attendees expressed 
concern about the challenges of capturing children’s 
attention, and helping them to distinguish the Bible from 
fictional stories. When it came to discussing why children 
should read Scripture, the responses followed two major 
themes: 1) having the Bible become an integral and 
positive part of the child’s world in which he/she learns 
about God; and, ultimately, 2) to build disciples that in 
turn build the church and the Kingdom of God.

The second portion of the workshop dealt with How 
Scripture is Presented to Children. The workshop 
participants shared a variety of different ways that 
their churches teach Scripture – from inductive studies 
and book studies to topical studies – and the various 
challenges posed by different approaches. One 
overarching concern that Dr Briggs highlighted was about 
how much to simplify Bible stories for children. Many 

29

FES Event

Should children 
read Scripture?
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Sunday school teachers felt that there were often complex 
or mature themes that become so watered down such that 
the original meaning of the text may have been lost. This led 
to investigating how Children’s Bibles present Scripture. By 
comparing several versions of Jesus getting separated from his 
family in Luke 2:40-52, we could see that many stories added or 
left out information, and in some cases, changed the emphasis 
altogether. Dr Briggs encouraged the participants to be aware 
of such additions and deletions, and to make sure to check the 
children’s Bibles we choose to use. 

The final segment of the workshop focused on the question, 
“How might children read Scripture?” After going through some 
basic developmental phases that children progress through as 
readers, Dr Briggs highlighted ways children participate in what 
they are reading. They were namely with their imagination, 
through empathy, with their reason (expecting a story to 
make sense), and with expectation (wanting to find out what 
happens). One participant, Sarah from NUS VCF, had this to say 
about the final segment: 

“I was very much struck by Dr. Melody’s emphasis on 
the child’s imagination as a tool for understanding and 
critical thinking. Their imagination shapes their mind! In 
the light of this, I wonder how we can create spaces in 
Sunday Schools for children to imagine; to probe the nooks 
and crannies of each Bible story and delve deep into the 
treasure that is God’s word.”

In conclusion, the participants were all encouraged to let 
children read and explore the Bible and to ask questions. While 
it is important to impart knowledge, it is also equally important 
to allow the children to experience God by reading Scripture 
themselves. As teachers, it may be challenging to answer in 
terms children can understand, but it is of great benefit to adopt 
an open attitude of exploring the Bible together with children. 

Heather Low
Heather and her husband Edward have three 
children. They worship at Emmanuel Evangelical 
Free Church. She serves in the Junior Sunday 
School ministry in her church.

FES Event
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For from the least to the greatest of them, 
everyone is greedy for unjust gain;
and from prophet to priest, 
everyone deals falsely. 
They have healed the wounds of my people lightly,
Saying ‘[Shalom, shalom],’ when there is no [shalom].
– Jeremiah 6:13-14

 
Then justice will dwell in the wilderness,
and righteousness abide in the fruitful field.
And the effect of righteousness will be shalom, 
and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust for ever.
– Isaiah 32:16-17

FES Event

 
Dare we say too easily we have 
shalom? Do we indeed see justice 
and righteousness?
 
The vision of the FES’s National 
Students Council (NSC) is to be a 
prophetic community – its mission is to 
read the Word, read the times, and act 
prophetically in speech and action. The 
NSC comprises the chairpersons of all 
student leaders of FES-affiliated student 
ministries in a leadership council.
 
About a year ago, the NSC gathered 
to work out its mission in seeking a 
prophetic response for Singapore’s 
SG50 Jubilee. This led to the first 
chapter, the Equipping Conference, 
which kicked off the FES National 
Conference in March 2015. The 
Equipping Conference sought to inspire 

and spur students towards taking on 
God’s calling for the people of God 
amidst the people of Singapore. We 
followed-up in the months thereafter 
with the second chapter, the Shalom 
Movement, where students were 
able to separately carry on the 
conversations and efforts towards 
shalom in Singapore. We now begin 
the third and last chapter by returning 
to the NSC – that together we may 
be One Shalom under the lordship of 
Christ. We envisage a time of prayer and 
thanksgiving, intercession and sharing. 
 
The two-year old NSC is an ambitious 
and continuing effort to grow a national 
movement of Christian students, 
driven by the hope of a nation-wide 
collaboration of student ministries and 
student leaders. 

Two vivid and contrasting pictures drive the Shalom Movement. 
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Zeng Hanyi
Hanyi, was Chairman of the first 
NSC in 2013/2014 during his final 
year at NUS. Currently working 
as a lawyer, he continues to be 
involved in student ministry, 
serving as Vice-Chairman of the 
FES Board (Council).

In the previous issue of Perspective, 
we shared Jane and Budi’s (imaginary 
characters) journey of what they have 
learned and discovered about how God 
is at work through students, individually 
and collectively, in bringing the Shalom 
of God to their respective campuses as 
well as to society at large. We now read 
Xiao Ming’s reflections (originally written 
in Chinese) of his journey. 

幸福的家园：SG50十字路口
(Blessed Home: SG50 Crossroad)

Recently, Xiao Ming is either watching 
TV programmes or having tea with Xiao 
Liang, Xiao Mei and Xiao Li. Everyone 
hopes that the island will be sunny 
forever. Realising that we have now 
grown up, SG50 might well be another 
crossroad for us and the nation.

In recent months, major floods 
devastated Myanmar and Vietnam. 
During the Jubilee week, Taiwan 
experienced a 17 scale mega-typhoon. 
As we pray for them, we are reminded 
of how blessed Singapore is to have 
this geographical location. A few 
documentaries filmed Singapore’s 
heartland districts and nature reserves 
from an astonishing aerial view. 
However astonishing, we might have 
missed out on the beauty of the island 
in our rapidly paced life.

Our blissfulness is not by chance but by 
the grace of God. SG50 is a milestone 
for the nation. Without God’s grace and 
mercy, we would not be here today. 
With a land area of only around 718 
square kilometres, we are one of the 

But this hope can only flourish if it 
is rooted in a greater hope yet – the 
hope we have in our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Shalom.
 
Let us join in prayer together, as 
we take our place in the yet – the 
continuing grand salvation narrative 
that God continues to work out in 
human history.   
 
Pray with us. 
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smallest sovereign states that have 
survived 50 years, and is still thriving 
on. We are grateful to the pioneers 
and to the late Mr Lee Kwan Yew who 
dedicated their lives in the nation-
building project. But we also have to 
thank God for raising Singapore. We 
thank God for leading missionaries to 
our land, opening doors for the gospel 
to reach us so that we can receive the 
true Shalom from Him.

Strolling down the beautiful city 
skyline, I was thinking “what would 
it take for us to reach SG100?” We 
have transformed from a third world 
to a seemingly first world nation since 
independence. Have we ever asked God 
whether this progress really pleases 
Him? Besides that, things might be 
okay for the next decade or two, but 
how about 40 or 50 years later? Many 
uncertainties definitely lie ahead. 
While we are lodging complaints and 
providing suggestions to improve our 
daily lives, a thin line exists between 
contributing to national development 
and the satisfaction of personal desires. 
Sometimes these two intercept. 

Many activities, speeches, photos, 
documentaries and sharings during 
SG50 help us to review the past, 
rethink the present and relook into the 
future. What is happiness? How do 
we define it? Why do we want to be 
successful? In this age, we often mix 
up goals and mediums. For example, 
we once believed that technology 
would improve our lives, but some were 
entrapped by this technology which 
resulted in the reliance on technology 
for happiness. However, we would not 
be able to find true happiness without 

God. Real Shalom is experienced when 
we are reconciled to God, we have 
peace through Christ, and when we are 
called to be children of God. So are we 
experiencing Shalom now? Is the nation 
in Shalom? 

Towards the end of the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah, the people thought 
that they were in a state of peace and 
prosperity, although they were in the 
midst of spiritual bankruptcy and in the 
face of destruction. The prophets saw 
these coming, and they called out to 
the people to return to God. Jeremiah 
wept in his prayers, while Ezekiel was 
a watchman. But the people instead 
perceived them as enemies. Yet, their 
determination to become a prophetic 
voice never wavered. We need more 
Jeremiahs to pray for the nation, we 
need more Ezekiels to watch where the 
nation is heading, and more Daniels to 
influence the changes in our daily lives. 
Each of us needs to be on the lookout, 
we need to be alert and prepare for the 
storms if any were to come. We must 
also live out our lives as salt and light to 
the people in Singapore.

When I woke up in the morning, I 
thanked God for this beautiful and safe 
home. I pray that the Lord will bless the 
nation and that many will come to know 
Him. This year’s NDP theme is “Majulah 
Singapura”. Onward Singapore. May God 
guide us.

Happy Birthday Singapore! 

Editor's note: The above reflection 
was written by Lim Yang Jun, a 
recent graduate in Chemistry and 
Biological Chemistry from Nanyang 
Technological University. 
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On a Friday evening on 16 
October, FES Chinese Work 
(CW) held their annual Big 
Family gathering at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd. Over 
150 students and alumni 
participated in the event. This 
is the only time in the year 
that all FES CW students 
and graduates can have a 
combined fellowship together.

We started the evening with 
a worship session led by 
students from the Singapore 
Polytechnic Chinese CF. 
Prayer and thanksgiving items 
of various CFs were also 
displayed to give us some 
updates. The head of the 
CW ministry, Lai Sze Khiong, 
led us to pray for those 
CFs. As he addressed the 
issue regarding the financial 

situation of CW, he encouraged our 
alumni to support us more generously 
so that the CW ministry could be run 
more effectively in the long run. For 
instance, we could start to fulfil our goal 
of exploring some pioneering ministries. 

Rev. Lau Hua Teck, one of the CW 
pioneering staffworkers in the 70s, gave 
an encouraging sermon. He challenged 
us to look beyond our personal comforts 
in life and be salt and light for the society, 
as what we have learned and gained 
from our time with the CF ministries 
should nurture us to do so. The dedication 
service of CW council members was 
subsequently chaired by Rev. Lau.

After the gathering, many people hung 
around to catch up with friends whom 
they have not met for a while, soaking 
up the end of a happy day, and the belief 
we have much to look forward to at next 
year’s gathering.

34
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The English-speaking Christian Fellowship (ECF) 
in NTU started with a small group of Christians 
from different denominational backgrounds 
who thought it’d be pretty swell if Christian 
leaders of tomorrow knew more about each 
other’s perspectives today. So in 1981, with just 
one small group, they sat down in one of their 
university’s vacant tutorial rooms and studied 
the Word together. And they talked.

That was 34 years ago. Today the rooms are 
still vacated, and their conversation is still going 
strong. As one of the larger Christian religious 
groups on campus – numbering over 100 
students – NTU-ECF is a nexus of faith, home 
to denominations tracing their practices back to 
the early church, as well as individuals who are 
happy calling themselves followers of Christ. 
Methodists, Brethren and Charismatics banter, 
eat and pray at the same table and fellowship 
freely together. Friends pray in silence and in 
tongues. Yet for all our different backgrounds, 
what truly unites us is a common yearning for a 
spiritual community, and a common hunger to 
know more about our faith.

Our vision for the year: Agape Theos, Agape 
Plesion – to love God and our neighbour 
– perhaps best describes the sum of our 
activities. Members meet up fortnightly for 

PRAY FOR:

• God to reveal to 
CFers His heart 
for NTU and its 
community: that we 
would be able to mature 
as a CF to where God 
leads us to become.

• CFers to be 
challenged in their 
biblical views and 
perspectives of 
student ministry: that 
we will make an impact 
on the community 
around us by our words 
and deeds.

• His joy and strength 
to sustain the leaders 
and seniors for this 
semester and the one 
ahead.
 
• Every member to 
see themselves as a 
key player in student 
ministry on campus and 
beyond.

A teaching session to introduce 
how we would be exploring social 
engagement this year in the CF 

Prayer Point Campus 
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Bible studies, with corporate worship sessions every 
alternate week. We also organise ad-hoc events to 
learn about the intrinsic aspects of our faith. As a 
student ministry we engage in outreach activities, 
addressing the needs of the immediate community 
around us – the university – whilst seeking to 
understand their perspectives.

As a student who spent four years with the CF, I am 
thankful for this community that God has allowed 
to thrive on campus. I have seen faith stoked, and 
spiritual thirst quenched. I have seen God's assurance 
fall like rain and His Word challenge the foundations 
of our beliefs. Most of all, I have seen a portion of the 
Kingdom to come, where people of all walks of life 
profess their faith and love for the same God. 

So in a world that ever shifts and changes, pray for 
God to see it fit that fellowships like these remain for 
a while more.

Pray for the old conversation to continue.
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The Exco with staffworkers Jeremiah 
(second row, first from right) who is on 
sabbatical leave and Prarthi (first row, first 
from right) during Exco Advance in May
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2014-2015 AGM, together with English CF

SP CCF 2015 Leadership Camp 



39

SP CCF meets every Tuesday at 6.30 
p.m. Our meetings usually include 
some singing, a Bible study followed 
by a time of prayer. We also meet for 
Lunchtime Devotions on Wednesdays. 
This year, we have decided to centre 
our CF’s activities around the theme of 
Love without Walls, Unity in Hearts. 

We thank God that in spite of low 
attendances, we are able to continually 
welcome newcomers to CF gatherings 
and Bible study meetings. The final 
year students are either having final 
year projects or internships, making it 
difficult to attend gatherings. We thank 
God for the brothers who are in their 
third year and still attempt to come for 
the weekly CF gatherings. So far, the 
freshies have not been coming in their 
full force due to other commitments. 

Joseph Luo Qi En
-

SP, Electronics and Electrical 
Engineering Year 2

PRAY FOR:

• God to provide the 
necessary candidates 
to take up leadership 
roles in the CF in the 
next academic year.

• the gathering on 
29 December which 
we will be hosting 
together with the 
English CF and 
some alumni for the 
migrant workers from 
HealthServe. This will 
be the second time that 
we will be meeting up 
with them. As there has 
been a change of venue, 
pray that this will not 
affect the attendance 
of the migrant workers 
at this gathering. Pray 
that everyone will have 
a meaningful time of 
fellowship.
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Management Development Institute of 
Singapore Indonesian Students
Christian Fellowship (MDIS ISCF) started 
three years ago on 31 July 2012 with three 
people – two MDIS students and one staff. 
Now around 15 people regularly come to our 
CF meetings. Though around 40% of them 
are not yet Christians, we welcome them 
to join our fellowship. At the CF meeting 
we praise the Lord, pray and learn the Word 
of God together. We also share our stories 
before having dinner together. Though it is 
a small group of people I am truly grateful 
because by this we can know each other 
well. We come to the CF meeting not only 
to learn the Word of God but also to become 
friends who want to share the burdens of 
other members. I believe a community places 
an important responsibility on each individual 
to grow spiritually. Currently we meet at a 
church and school alternately. Thank God for 
providing a place for our fellowship. Lastly 
I hope MDIS ISCF can serve more MDIS 
students to know Christ as the source of life.

PRAY FOR:

• the new Exco to serve 
God faithfully. May God 
lead every member to be 
fruitful and be salt and 
light wherever we are.

• a place for our CF 
meetings as the 
number of members are 
increasing lately and we 
need a bigger place to 
hold the fellowship.

• our staffworker 
Adrian. May God give 
him strength and 
wisdom in guiding the 
CFs under his charge 
and in doing his part-time 
theological studies.

• the 25 to 30 MDIS 
ISCF students, who 
have graduated and are 
either currently working 
in Singapore or have 
gone back to Indonesia, 
to continue to grow in 
their journey with God 
wherever God has 
placed them.

Netelly Foo
-

MDIS Biotechnology 
Year 2 
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Netelly’s birthday celebration

Graduation 2015

Welcome Tea 2015

An activity during a CF meeting



I thank God for this opportunity 
to share prayer pointers on the 
ministry I am involved in at FES. 

Join me in thanking God for seeing 
the Christian Fellowship (CF) at 
Temasek Polytechnic through 
many years. The CF gathers as 
the body of Christ on campus 
knowing there is more to life than 
work or play. They come to learn 
that following Christ gives them 
meaning to what they do through 
His Word. 

Please pray for the Word of God 
to take root in the hearts of 
CF students under my care at 
Temasek Polytechnic. May they 
grow in patience to bear fruit for 
His kingdom.

42

Pray for opportunities to serve 
more students in Temasek 
Polytechnic and for the 
Christian community to grow 
on campus. 

For me personally, ask for the 
Lord to help me run the race to 
its finish. Pray for my physical 
and spiritual health, so that I 
can continue to serve well. 
Pray for the continued well-
being of my family.

Thank you all for praying even a 
short prayer! I really appreciate 
it. I believe our Father will hear 
and answer.

Gabriel Jiang
-

FES staffworker

Left to Right: Melvin, 
Harrison, Eugene and Gabriel

Prayer Point Staff 
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Being with FES (barely nine months 
now) has undoubtedly expanded my 
understanding of who God is. From the 
stories I have heard to the discussions 
held, from the challenges faced to the 
ideas buzzing around me, I marvel at the 
glimpses of how God is working in and 
through His people, all around the world. 
Truly, I am blessed and encouraged by the 
love and trust of the CFers in Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU) whom 
I am privileged to work with. For all these, 
I am grateful. 

It has not, however, been without 
its challenges, as I struggle with the 
demands and expectations (often self-
imposed) in being a staffworker. There 
have been many occasions where I 
question my wisdom with regards to the 
decisions I make in guiding the students, 
and in shaping the direction of the CF for 
the year. I have been frustrated by plans 
that have fallen through, ideas that came 
to nought, and in making sense of my 
role as a staffworker. Yet through all this, 
I learn. 

Please pray that I will continue to grow in 
wisdom and discernment as I serve NTU 
and National Institute of Education (NIE) 
CF. Pray that I will increasingly learn how 
to challenge my students’ imagination, 
encourage boldness, and to guide thought 
as well action, especially with regards 
to scriptural and social engagement. 
Please pray that I become not a “busy 
staffworker” going from one meeting 
to another, but that I learn to take time 
to reflect, to rest and to be. Pray also 
that I will continue to grow in love for 
my students, and for our God. May we 
continue to, together, take delight in 
serving Him joyfully — His Kingdom come 
on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

Prarthi with Freshman 
Orientation Camp’s Committee
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Someone once said to me, 
“Your first three years in FES 
is about knowing yourself 
and it is only the following 
years that you begin the 
journey of serving.” Indeed, 
I can’t agree more with this. 
Time really flies! This is my 
4th year of serving with FES. 
The process has not been 
easy, but it is where I can be 
still to recognise that God 
is my pillar of strength and I 
am continually challenged to 
walk by faith in every area of 
my life. 

I really enjoy serving 
alongside students and 
graduates of the polytechnic 
Chinese CF ministry. I praise 
the Lord for His faithfulness 
and goodness in all the ups 
and downs we had, both 
personally and when working 
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together. May the work of 
our hands please the Lord. 
Pray that God will show 
Nanyang Polytechnic CCF 
the direction ahead even 
though they do not have an 
official co-curricular activity 
(CCA) status yet. Also, 
pray for God to sustain the 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic CCF 
students’ willingness to 
serve on campus. 

Continue to pray for me to 
know how to allocate time 
serving with FES and caring 
for the needs of my family 
staying in Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia. 

H: Humble
O: Obedient
P: Persevere

May I always HOP joyfully 
in every season of my life.
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Prayer Point Staff 



Michael Senjaya Kang
-

Head, FES Indonesian Ministry

Praise be to God our Father and to our Lord Christ 
Jesus, for by his grace and mercy alone, he has 
given me the joy and privilege to serve as a full-
time FES staffworker since 2008. When I reflect on 
the past seven years, I can testify to the growth I 
observe in myself, the people I have been working 
with, and FES as one body. Looking at how our 
students have been engaging their society, we 
have come a long way although there is still much 
room for growth. 

During my years serving in FES, God has greatly 
blessed me through my marriage with Cindy and 
to us being parents to our first child Anaiah, who’s 
going to be four this month! As Anaiah will be in 
Kindergarten 1 next year, we also need to start 
looking into options for her primary school. Please 
pray with us that God will give us wisdom and 
grant us good favour in this regard, and also for 
both Cindy and myself to continue to grow in our 
relationship with God and with each other.

This month, I would have finished the seventh 
semester of my part-time studies at Singapore 
Bible College, with another five to seven 
semesters more before completing my Masters 
of Divinity programme. When I think about the 
many years I have to spend studying while serving 
full-time, juggling between family, ministry and 
studies, it can be quite disheartening. But thanks 
be to God, His grace is always sufficient for me. 
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Since July 2015, I have been 
overseeing the Indonesian 
students’ ministry in NUS 
and SMU. The campus 
ministry in SMU is relatively 
new to me. So pray with 
me as I adjust to engage 
the students and campus 
community effectively. Also 
pray that students will be 
able to adapt to my style 
and personality, which 
may be different from their 
previous staffworkers. 

My prayer for all of us is 
that whatever we have 
accomplished would not 
cause us to be laid-back. 
May we continue to grow 
in our journey together 
with FES, both in knowing 
and loving God through 
engaging the Scripture 
in obedience; engaging 
one another with love 
and encouragement; and 
engaging our society with 
courage and humility.

Michael with his wife Cindy 
and daughter Anaiah



Staff  News

46

We welcome Isaac Koh, 
Rachel Leng and Zephy 
Wong who have recently 
joined the FES staff team.

I graduated from NUS earlier this year 
with a Bachelor of Social Science (Hons) 
in Sociology. During my studies, I had 
the opportunity to be involved in VCF’s 
international students work, taking 
up the role of co-chairperson of the 
International Friendship Group (IFG) in 
2013/2014. I also served as Outreach 
Coordinator in the VCF Ex-Co in 
2014/2015. My involvement there really 
helped me to see the potential that 
university students have in impacting 
society for Christ, if given the proper 
guidance. I also have a burden for the 
international students in Singapore, 
and hope to help develop this area of 
ministry through the work of FES. I 
believe that my growth in FES will also 
better equip me for my service as a 
youth mentor and assistant cell group 
leader in Covenant Evangelical Free 
Church, where I worship.

Zephy Wong 
Trainee staffworker for SIM SCF and 
supporting IFG in NUS VCF

Rachel

Zephy

Isaac

I feel incredibly blessed to be 
able to start work as a ministry 
staff with FES. In July this year I 
graduated from National University 
of Singapore (NUS), with a Bachelor 
of Science in Life Sciences. As 
an undergraduate, I was a part 
of Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(VCF). Throughout my time there 
I had the privilege to serve in 
various capacities, including vice-
chairperson for the VCF Science 
Sub-committee, Annual Teach-In 
Camp Committee and the Social 
Engagement Table (SEnT). I am 
thankful that through serving, 
God gave me a glimpse of His 
incredible work on campus and 
I am excited to continue in this 
ministry with Him in FES. I currently 
worship at Cornerstone Community 
Church and have been involved in 
the ministry amongst university 
students there. 

Rachel Leng 
Trainee staffworker for Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic English CF, as well as 
assisting VCF SEnT
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I recently graduated from NUS with 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
In my four years in NUS, I have been 
greatly enriched by my time with VCF, 
participating in Engineering CF and 
the Scripture Engagement standing 
committee. Pondering and praying 
over my future path, and being 
continually bothered by the needs 
in FES, I decided to join FES several 
months after graduating.

My intellectual interests are diverse 
– helpful in disguising my ineptitude 
at my course of study – but I persist 
most strongly in philosophy. Charis 
Methodist Church is my home 
church and I have been involved 
in the youth ministry there. In my 
spare time I enjoy video games, 
reading, looking at pictures of 
Samoyeds, and frustrating myself 
with trying to learn guitar pieces 
which lie far beyond my ability.

Isaac Koh 
Trainee staffworker with James Cook 
University Singapore CF and helping at VCF 
Bible Engagement Study Team /(BEST)

welcome

Mr Koichi Ohtawa

In August 2015, the FES staff had the privilege of having 
Mr Koichi Ohtawa, the former IFES East Asia Regional 
Secretary, lead the junior and intermediate staffworkers 
in a ‘Soul Care Retreat’. Some of the areas covered in 
the retreat include examining our calling and motivations 
in serving, and the importance of attending to self. Mr 
Ohtawa also spent time with the senior staff individually, 
discussing areas of personal growth and development.
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“If history teaches us anything, then, 
it is that humanity’s irrepressible 
religiosity is exceeded only by its 

incessant and unbearable cruelty”1

We were shocked by the brutal massacre in Paris a 
few weeks ago that led to the deaths of more than 
130 people. Later on, the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS), one of the more ruthless religious militant 
groups today, claimed they master-minded the attack.
 
Historians cite a long rap sheet of atrocities tied to 
much violence and bloodshed that were perpetrated 
for the sake of God. Christian missions and churches 
are not exempted. To name a few, there were the 
11th to 13th century Christian Crusades towards the 
Holy City, the infamous Inquisition torture during 
the Middle Ages, and the German Peasants’ Wars 
following the Protestant reformation. Other religions 
are also not spared, with religious-incited conflicts 
occurring in Sri Lanka, Serbia, Kashmir, Moluccas, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria.

Based on the above facts, one could argue that 
there is an inherently violent aspect in every religion. 
This is supported either by examples of brutality 
shown by God in most of the monotheistic traditions 
or the lustrous promise of life after death for the 
righteous. On the other hand, those of us who think 
of ourselves as defenders of faith, might attempt to 

1 Christopher D. Marshall, “For God’s Sake: Religious 
Violence, Terrorism, and the Peace of Christ” (paper 
presented at the Micah Network Conference, Chiang Mai, 
Thailand, September 11-16, 2006), 9 

explain that we should 
not confuse what 
religions (including 
Christianity) teach us 
and what religious 
people (including 
Christians) actually 
practise. Essentially, 
religion is good while 
the violence that arises 
from religion is an 
impulsive, individual, 
localised, and distorted 
form of religion. Even 
so, how can we explain 
the reality of religious 
violence?

Walter Wink attempts 
an explanation by 
saying that in every 
religion there is a 
“Myth of Redemptive 
Violence” – “that 
violence saves, that 
war brings peace, 
and that might makes 
right.”2 It argues for 
the use of violence to 
establish order and to 
perpetuate good over 

2 Walter Wink, The 
Powers That Be: Theology 
for A New Millennium 
(New York: Doubleday, 
1998), 42.
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evil. Furthermore, Vinoth Ramachandra asserts 
that “at root, religious violence derives from 
the attempt to replace God with ourselves as 
individuals and as nations and to force others 
and the world to conform to our desires.”3 The 
Anglo-American invasion of Iraq is one example. 
In 2001 President George Bush, a self-professed 
born again Christian, argued that the war against 
Iraq is “a war to defend civilization” from the Axis 
of Evil. Similarly, ISIS at the moment proclaims 
jihadist war against the Western world in order 
to build a Caliphate (khalifah) that will sustain the 
hegemony of Islam.

A parallel situation is found in Revelation 13:4: 
“Who is like the beast and who can fight 
against it?” This question drips with irony and 
so does John’s reply on who is up to the task: 
a slain Lamb (12:4–6). By juxtaposing the slain 
Lamb and the powerful beast, John inverts the 
beast’s might, for there could not be a less likely 
candidate to fight the beast. This message of a 
slain Lamb, the antithesis of power and violence, 
not only ironically upends the expectation of its 
hearers but also shifts their paradigms by hailing 
the symbol of weakness as superior. 

So, what or who is the “slain Lamb” that could 
cure the toxic myths of religious violence? 
Miroslav Volf believes that “the cure against 
religiously induced or legitimized violence is not 
less religion, but in a carefully qualified sense, 
more religion.” In a similar sense, Scott Appleby 
argues that contrary to widespread belief, real 
religious people could contribute more to peace. 
He calls them “nonviolent religious militants” 
who “plumb their respective religious traditions 
for insights and practices useful in preventing 
deadly conflict or limiting its spread.” 

3 Vinoth Ramachandra, Subverting Global 
Myths (Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity 
Press, 2008), 84. 

Hence, in a counterintuitive 
spirit much like John’s 
proposition, to subvert the 
power of religious violence, 
we must draft and raise 
armies of “nonviolent 
religious militants” that 
could help generate 
awareness, caution, and 
preventive measures against 
any possibilities of religious 
violence. At the same time, 
though it may look weak, 
these “nonviolent religious 
militants” could proactively 
seek and spread peace by 
proclaiming to the world 
that not only has the King 
of Peace come to the 
world, but a slain Lamb has 
conquered the beast.

Lisman 
Komaladi
-

General 
Secretary

... seek and 
spread peace by 
proclaiming to the 
world that not only 
has the King of 
Peace come to the 
world, but a slain 
Lamb has conquered 
the beast.
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$ and Sense 

N O T E S
1 Actual income is $1.05M. Budgeted income is $1.33M
2 Actual expenses is $1.07M. Budgeted expenses is $1.32M.
3 This amount is in anticipation of the Annual Wage Supplement that is given  
   to staff in December.

Income

$1.05M1

Projected 
Deficit for 
2015

$88K3
2014 Deficit

$142K

Expenditure

$1.07M2
Deficit

$27K

January – October 2015

We thank God for His provision for the FES ministry all these years. As 2015 
draws to a close, we would like to give you an update of our financial situation. 
Do join us in looking to Him for all our needs as we continue to serve Him in this 
strategic ministry with students.

FES FINANCIAL UPDATE
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FES is an interdenominational Christian 
organisation serving among tertiary level 
students in Singapore. Our vision is to see 
a community of Christlike leaders who are 
salt and light on campus, in church, and in 
society for the glory of God. 
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University Singapore Christian Fellowship • 
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Christian Fellowship • Nanyang University 
Graduates’ Christian Fellowship
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Business, Management Development 
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Management University
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