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Why do we need to have a theme centring on 
Scripture engagement (again) in Perspective? 
Isn’t it a given that reading and studying the 
Bible is important? After all, as Christians we 
believe that “all scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16, 
17 NRSV). I’m sure many of us would have 
memorised these two verses before.

But humans being humans, we fall short in our 
devotion and passion for the Word of God, and 
in exercising discipline to put into practice what 
we know to be vital for our Christian growth.

It is for this reason that we have put together 
this issue of Perspective with this theme. May 
the articles and ideas shared remind, inspire and 
challenge us to action so that we will truly find, 
as well as help others find, that indeed, “[his] 
word is a lamp to [our] feet and a light to [our] 
path” (Ps. 119:105).  
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Philip E. Satterthwaite

W hy should Christians read the Bible? 
Why has the Bible always been so 

central to Christian teaching and Christian 
living, since the earliest days of the church? 
Some Christians might answer that question 
by pointing to what the Bible says about itself. 
Here, for example, is Psalm 119:11: “I treasure 
your word in my heart, so that I may not sin 
against you.” Here is Hebrews 4:12: “... the 
word of God is living and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword.... it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.” If that is 

how the Bible functions in the Christian life, 
helping Christians live a holy life, giving them 
an understanding of what is going on in their 
hearts, what follower of Christ would want to 
neglect such a resource?

But not all Christians necessarily see things that 
way. I remember a conversation I had with an 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship staff in the mid-1980s. 
This man had been in student ministry for many 
years, and he described a change he had recently 
noted.

“Previously, it was a given in student ministry 
that studying the Bible was something that 
Christians did. It was assumed that Bible study 
was part of Christian discipleship. The only 
questions we had to address concerned issues 
like study methods and Bible translations, how 
to handle disagreements in interpretation, how 
to apply the Bible to life, and so on. But now I 
find students asking me questions like: Why do 
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I need to study the Bible when I can experience 
God directly in worship? Why should I turn to 
the Bible for guidance when I can sense Christ 
guiding me when I turn to him? Why read the 
Bible at all when I can get a word direct from the 
Lord? How would you answer such questions?”

As I recall, I didn’t have a good answer. It was 
not a question I was expecting. I was working on 
a biblical studies doctorate at the time, already 
embarked on the road to becoming a lecturer in 
biblical studies. It hadn’t occurred to me that 
Christians might seriously question the role of 
the Bible in Christian living. But I know the 
answer I would now give to someone who asked 
those questions. The answer would itself take 
the form of a series of further questions.

“You claim to experience God in worship; how 
do you know it’s the Christian god you are 
experiencing? You say that Christ gives you 
guidance directly; what makes you sure that it’s 
Christ who is guiding you? You tell me that you 
receive words from the Lord; what convinces you 
that it is the Lord who gives you these words? 
Throughout human history many have believed 
they were in contact with the divine realm. 
Many people today claim that they experience 
God, that they are guided by God, and that they 
receive divine messages. Not all of them are 
Christians; not all of them are even sane! Tell 
me: why do you believe that your experiences 
have anything to do with the God of the Bible, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?”

I would ask such questions, not to undermine 
faith or call into question all forms of religious 
experience, but to focus discussion on the 
question of criteria. What is the standard for 
Christian belief and Christian living? What 
is the yardstick by which we assess what is 
genuinely Christian and what is not? 

Addressing such questions leads us, and must 
lead us, back to the Bible. Historically, Christians 
have regarded the Bible as the standard for belief 
and practice. I believe that we should continue 
to hold the same view today. For us, as it was 
for previous generations of Christians, the God 
we worship must be the God revealed in the 
Bible – and no other; the Christ we call Saviour 
and Lord must be the Christ described in the 
Gospels and the other New Testament Books 
– and not, say, the Gnostic Christ of texts like 
the so-called Gospel of Judas, or the ‘liberal’ 
Christ beloved of so many scholars in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 

What is the standard for Christian 
belief and Christian living? What is the 
yardstick by which we assess what is 
genuinely Christian and what is not? 
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Where else, after all, will we turn in order to 
understand the Christian faith if not to the 
Bible? The Old Testament is almost our only 
source for what the Israelites believed about 
God, and the New Testament almost our only 
source of information regarding Jesus and the 
early history of the church. For this reason 
Christians, when they have been truest to 
themselves, have been known as ‘people of the 
Book’, men and women who turned to the Bible 
in order to understand God’s character, the 
nature of salvation, the essentials of Christian 
discipleship, and a host of other things as well.

More than that, the books of the Old and New 
Testaments, when taken together, set before us a 
grand narrative which shapes our understanding 
of the world and our place in it. The narrative 
begins with creation (Genesis), ends with new 
creation (Revelation), and takes in everything 
in between. Key points in the narrative are: 
creation; fall; the call of Abraham; exodus; 
Sinai; Israel’s entry into Canaan; the promise 
to King David; exile to Babylon; return from 
exile and rebuilding in the land; the coming 
of Christ; Christ’s death and resurrection; the 
growth of the early church; Christ’s second 
coming and the joining of earth and heaven in a 
restored creation (Rev. 21–22). 

The Bible sets before us a ‘meta-narrative’, a 
‘big-picture’ account which takes in all human 
history, and within which we can locate the 
smaller stories of our own lives. History, 
according to the Bible, is not purposeless; 
rather, it is in God’s hands and is proceeding 
towards its God-appointed end. The Bible sets 
before us a distinctive worldview, over and 
against other contemporary worldviews which 
would say that there is no direction or meaning 
to life. The better we understand our Bibles, the 
better we get a sense of the shape of the Bible’s 

master narrative, the better we will understand 
the world around us, and what God is calling 
us to do. 

The Bible, then, is fundamental to Christianity. 
To call the books of the Old and New Testaments 
the Word of God is to say that it is these 
writings which shape our self-understanding as 
Christians and guide us as we attempt to live 
according to God’s will.

But it is not enough to call the Bible God’s 
Word. We also need sound principles of biblical 
interpretation. If we have any knowledge of 
Christian history we will know that the Bible has 
been used to justify all kinds of wrongs over the 
centuries: imperial wars of conquest, religious 
persecution, slavery, and the oppression of 
women to name but four. Apartheid, the racial 
segregation which so disfigured South Africa’s 
history in the second half of the 20th century, 
was justified partly on biblical grounds. 

Different people can have widely 
differing interpretations of the Bible. 
Some of those interpretations can 
have positively harmful consequences, 
bringing people into various forms of 
slavery rather than into the fullness of 
life which Jesus spoke of.
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On a more personal level, most of us are 
familiar with the kind of one-sided reading 
of Scripture according to which (say) sexual 
sins are very serious, whereas greed, dishonest 
business practices and slanderous speech are 
rather less serious. (The Bible treats all four 
equally seriously.) And what about issues such 
as creation care and the ‘End Times’? Different 
people read the Bible differently. Yes, we should 
be concerned for God’s creation because God 
made it and called it good (Gen. 1). No, we 
shouldn’t, because this creation is going to be 
destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10). Yes, the ‘Left Behind’ 
series is a faithful exposition of the Book of 
Revelation. No, it’s an unbiblical fantasy. And 
so on.

It is clear that different people can have widely 
differing interpretations of the Bible. Some of 
those interpretations can have positively harmful 
consequences, bringing people into various 
forms of slavery rather than into the fullness 
of life which Jesus spoke of (John 10:10). What 
happens when a person with a strong character, 

someone who naturally tends to influence 
others, is given a Bible and told that it is the 
Word of God? If that person interprets the 
Bible faithfully and accurately, the result may 
be that many are brought into the kingdom and 
encouraged in their Christian walk. But if that 
same person intentionally or unintentionally 
twists Scripture, and leads others to do the same 
the results may be disastrous: damaged lives, the 
rise of a dangerous heresy. 

This is why theological colleges such as my own 
offer courses in Biblical Hermeneutics (the art 
of interpreting the Bible). We need reliable 
methods of interpretation if we are not to fall into 
error. I cannot summarise the entire contents of 
a Biblical Hermeneutics course in what follows, 
but here are three principles which lie at the 
heart of all serious biblical interpretation, and 
which may guide us in the right direction.

Three Principles:
The Diversity of the Bible. The Bible 
contains many different kinds of texts: 

narrative, law, psalm, prophecy, poetry, proverb, 
Gospel, letter, apocalypse. Different types of 
text must be appropriately interpreted. It makes 
no sense to read Psalm 137:9 (NRSV), “Happy 
shall they be who take [Babylon’s] little ones 
and dash them against a rock”, in the same way 
we read Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul and with all your might.” 

The Deuteronomy text comes from a section 
in which Moses urges the Israelites to be fully 
committed to God. It is not difficult to apply 
it more or less directly to our lives. But what 
about Psalm 137? That Psalm is an expression 
of raw anger, arising from a situation of great 
humiliation: if it teaches a principle, the principle 
is that we can express extreme emotions, even 

The Bible contains many different 
kinds of texts.... Different types of text 
must be appropriately interpreted.
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obviously unacceptable feelings of rage, before 
God in prayer, not that God may approve of 
infanticide, still less that infanticide is a possible 
Christian calling! The two texts are both part of 
God’s Word, but they are different types of text 
and work in different ways. They each have to be 
appropriately and sensitively interpreted. 

The same applies to other biblical texts: a 
prophecy is not the same as a proverb; a narrative 
text is not the same as a command; apocalyptic 
texts like Daniel and Revelation have their own 
literary conventions which must be respected. In 
interpreting biblical texts one size does not fit 
all.

The Importance of Historical Context. 
The Bible was not written with us or 

our context (South East Asia in the 21st century) 
in mind. I do not want to be misunderstood 
here. In one sense it was exactly people like us 
God had in mind when inspiring the writers of 
the biblical books. The Bible is God’s Word for 
all Christians in every generation. But we (21st 
century Christians) were not the audience that 
the biblical authors were seeking to address 
when they wrote what they did. The biblical 
books were written, in the first instance, to 
address Israel at various stages of its history (the 
Old Testament) or different parts of the church 
in the 1st century AD (the New Testament). 

This means that we come to the Bible as 
secondary readers: we live in circumstances 
very different from the original audiences of 
the biblical books; we lack, perhaps, some of 
the background knowledge that writers of the 
biblical books could presuppose in the people 
for whom they were writing. We need, then, a 
model of interpretation that will help us cope 
with these facts. 

In their introduction to biblical interpretation, 
Grasping God’s Word, Scott Duvall and Daniel 
Hays set out a useful model. They speak of 
biblical interpretation as a journey. The ‘ journey’ 
begins in the world of the biblical text, in the 
places and at the times the different biblical 
books were written; it ends in our world, the 
context in which we live. 

When we set about interpreting a biblical 
text (e.g., a chapter from 1 Samuel, a psalm, 
a parable of Jesus) we must first determine as 
accurately as we can what that text would have 
been understood as saying back then, in the 
world of the biblical writer. This means finding 
out about the historical and social context of 
the biblical text. Having got a sense of what the 
text was saying ‘back then’, we try to express the 
teaching of the text in the form of a principle 
which (i) captures what the text was saying in 
its original context and (ii) can be applied in 
our own context. We then ask how we might 
express that principle in the here and now, in 
our day and in our context. 

Thus, for example, in Deuteronomy 12 Moses 
tells the Israelites that when they enter Canaan 
they must destroy every shrine where the 
Canaanites worshipped their gods. The principle 
underlying that teaching is that the Israelites 
must be totally loyal to God; hence they must 
destroy anything that might lead them to 
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The point is that we cannot simply ‘cut 
and paste’ biblical texts, ripping them 
out of their original historical context 
and applying them unchanged to our 
own situations. 
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worship other gods. In modern Singapore we 
cannot express our loyalty to God by attempting 
to destroy the temples and buildings where 
adherents of other faiths worship. But we can 
express the principle underlying Deuteronomy 
12 by, for example, testifying to our conviction 
that salvation is found in no one but Christ (see 
Acts 4:12) or (a different form of loyalty to God) 
by being careful to maintain church discipline 
and thus encouraging church members to live in 
ways that bring God honour in the eyes of the 
non-Christian world.

The point is that we cannot simply ‘cut and paste’ 
biblical texts, ripping them out of their original 
historical context and applying them unchanged 
to our own situations. We must reflect on how 
our situation may differ from that originally 
addressed by the biblical writer, and how that 
affects the applications we make. We need a 
sense of historical perspective. 

This means that every Christian who studies the 
Bible seriously must to some extent become an 
ancient historian; that is, they must acquire some 
knowledge of the historical contexts in which 
the biblical books originated. This may seem a 
demanding requirement, but it is a consequence 
of the simple fact that Christianity is a religion 
rooted in particular historical events which 
happened in certain places at certain times. 

Sometimes in interpreting the Bible, 
it is important to understand not 
only what the biblical text, taken at 
face value, seems to teach, but also 
the direction in which the biblical 
text points.

Following a method which takes us from the 
‘then’ of the biblical text to the ‘now’ of our own 
situation will keep us from being arbitrary in 
our interpretation and application of the biblical 
text. Focussing on the original meaning of the 
biblical text (the meaning which it would have 
had for its first readers or hearers, as far as we 
can reconstruct it) gives us useful guidelines 
when we come to apply the text to ourselves.

The Direction of the Biblical Text. This 
point is really a sub-set of the previous 

one, but is worth mentioning separately because 
it throws light on some of the more contentious 
issues in biblical interpretation. Sometimes 
in interpreting the Bible, it is important to 
understand not only what the biblical text, 
taken at face value, seems to teach, but also the 
direction in which the biblical text points.

It has been noted, for example, that no text in 
the New Testament speaks out against slavery, 
though slavery was a major social reality in the 
Greco-Roman world of the 1st century AD, 
with slaves sometimes (not always) being treated 
in cruel and dehumanising ways. Taken at face 
value, indeed, some New Testament texts seem 
to support slavery: Paul and Peter both tell slaves 
to obey their masters, even cruel ones (Eph. 6:5; 
Col. 3:22; 1 Pet. 2:18); and the context of Paul’s 
letter to Philemon was that Paul was returning 
Onesimus, a runaway slave, to Philemon, his 
master. 

Was this a failure of nerve? Did Paul and Peter 
cravenly uphold ‘the establishment’ when they 
should have been engaging in social critique? 
Not necessarily: Paul at least quietly subverts the 
institution of slavery, telling masters and slaves 
to submit to each other mutually (Eph. 5:21; 
6:9) and urging Philemon to treat Onesimus 
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Dr Philip E. Satterthwaite is an Englishman who has lived in Singapore for nearly 19 years. 
He is married to Eileen, a Singaporean. Dr Satterthwaite lectures on Old Testament and 
Biblical Interpretation at the Biblical Graduate School of Theology, where he has also been 
Principal since 2011.

We Christians should read the Bible, then. If 
we do not, the danger is that we will drift into 
unchristian patterns of thought and living. We 
should ask ourselves: given that it is possible to 
misinterpret the Bible what are sound principles 
of biblical interpretation? I have suggested three 
principles: (1) recognise the different types of 
text found in the Bible and interpret each type 
of text appropriately; (2) realise the importance 
of the historical context of biblical texts; (3) 
learn to distinguish between the face value of 
particular texts and the direction in which those 
texts are pointing.

Lastly, if someone who grew up before 
smartphones may make this point without 
seeming to be a technophobe, may I advise my 
younger brothers and sisters in Christ to get a 
Bible that doesn’t constantly distract them by 
sending text messages, photos of kittens and so 
on? In other words, when you want to do some 
serious Bible study, use a ‘traditional’ Bible, one 
that takes the form of a book. You may find 
that it helps you to focus on the text in a way 
that electronic versions do not. Paper is an old 
technology, but in my view still a very useful 
one. •

9

We Christians should read the Bible, 
then. If we do not, the danger is 
that we will drift into unchristian 
patterns of thought and living.

“no longer as a slave but ... a beloved brother” 
(Philem. v. 16). Imagine relations between 
masters and slaves being transformed as the 
gospel spread across the Greco-Roman world 
and more and more masters and slaves became 
Christians: the final result would surely be the 
abolition of slavery. (It must be admitted that 
in the West it was many centuries before this 
happened!) At face value Paul and Peter seem to 
support slavery; but the direction of what they 
wrote was actually against slavery. 

 f e a t u r e 
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“I find that this new way of doing our QT is very 
effective as it helps us to stay on the right track. 
The questions allow us to look back, catch the 
right points and reflect on ourselves again. The 
discussion questions prompt us to think further 
about the passage together. But I think the time 
allocation for discussion is still quite tight.” 

Students from the Ngee Ann and 
Nanyang Polytechnic Chinese Christian 
Fellowships (NP CCF and NYP CCF) 

have been meeting for Quiet Time (QT) or 
devotions together in the morning, twice a week 
for NP CCF and once a week for NYP CCF.

Students are given 20 minutes to engage in 
personal time with God. They read the assigned 
Bible passage for the day, and ponder on the 
verses using the questions provided.  Then in 
pairs or a small group, they spend 10 minutes 
sharing what they have reflected upon earlier. 
After that, they spend another 10 minutes on 
the discussion questions. Finally they close by 
responding in prayer.

An example of the material used (prepared by 
their staffworker Joyce Sune) is below:

Venessa Fong Qi Yun
NP, Diploma in Product 
Design and Innovation Year 2

1. What gift(s) do we offer to God today? While 
so much of evangelism has been reduced to only 
getting people saved in an individualistic sense, how 
does Jesus teach beyond that? What is the spiritual 
priority in Jesus’ teaching here? (Also read 1 John 
4:20, Mic. 6:6-8)

2. While meditating on these verses, does anyone 
who has offended you come to mind? What stops 
you from reconciliation? And now, what is your first 
step to reconcile with that person? •

Perspective March 201710

1. (v. 21–22) How does Jesus’ teaching on the law 
“you shall not murder” differ from the way it is 
understood today? Is it wrong to be angry?

2. (v. 23–24) Who is offended? Who is asked to be 
the one to go first for reconciliation? What are the 
difficulties in asking for reconciliation?

3. (v. 25–26) What message do you get from the 
example of the conflict with the accuser? (Which 
word stands out for you?)



11

m i n i s t r y  i d e a s 

Ng Eng Hau
SP, Diploma in Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering Year 2

Benjamin Tan
SP, Diploma in Landscape 
Architecture Year 1

Through Altar, as the weekly Bible reading 
programme is called, it is hoped that the Word 
of God will be shared to awake us from our 
slumber. In the Old Testament, an altar is where 
we worship and offer sacrifices to God. Reading 
God’s Word is an act of worship. It is not so 
much about studying, but consuming his Word. 
Jesus says “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:4 ESV). God’s Word is what 
sustains us and gives us strength to move on. 

At our sessions on every weekday evening, 
we come together to worship and sing praises 
to God, read the Word of God together, and 
pray for each other before rounding it off with 
warm fellowship. So far, for the last term we’ve 
managed to read through the gospel of John all 
the way through to Revelation, and the Proverbs.

The Bible says “The end of all things is at 
hand” (1 Pet. 4:7). Therefore, let us be alert. 
Love one another and live in unity. One way to 
achieve this unity is through reading the Bible. 
Therefore, let the reading of God’s Word be part 
of our lifestyle. May God help us. •D uring a combined meeting the 

Singapore Polytechnic English 
Christian Fellowship (SP ECF) had 

with our friends from the Ngee Ann Polytechnic 
Christian Fellowship, the Lord impressed upon 
us, through the sharing of brother Adrian from 
Singapore Institute of Management Students’ 
Christian Fellowship, that reading God’s Word 
“unites the community” and is the “foundation 
for breakthrough”.  Coupling this with what 
God has been speaking to us as individuals, 
we saw this as confirmation from him to start 
reading the Bible as a CF on 8 November 2016.
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I believe that seeker Bible studies are the single most effective way to show Jesus to a friend. God is 
not a message or a theory, but a person. And this person is made known to us by the gospel stories.

The Italian context in which I live is characterised by suspicion and skepticism. It surprises me that in 
this context more seekers than I would have expected are curious to study Bible passages in a safe place 
with other fellow seekers. And when they come, oh, it is fascinating to see their reactions: “My first 
impression was shocking: I discovered in the Bible a marvelous figure, so human when angry and indignant in 
the face of unbelief and hypocrisy, and so divine in speaking with an authority never seen before.… and even 
able to forgive his persecutors!” says Gianluca, a medicine student.

Over and over again, I’ve witnessed how in studies like these, people get so much into the story that 
Jesus himself seems to jump out of the pages. They see Jesus, they see God. They are so shocked by his 
actions and struck by his words that they become hungry for more. As the weeks go by, and as they 
discover different aspects of this fascinating Nazarene, some cannot respond otherwise than with a 
decision to follow him.

When the first person in the group decides to do so, it’s amazing. The others see the life of someone 
who was sitting next to them in the previous weeks (‘one of their own’) transformed – just like the 
people they have been reading about in the gospels. The new believer becomes the most powerful 
witness within the Bible study group.
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Sarah Breuel
GBU, Groupes Bibliques Universitaires staff in Italy

Source: http://scriptureengagement.ifesworld.org/2015/07/the-joy-of-studying-the-bible-with-seekers/

I-GIG 
International Groups Investigating God (I-GIG) is 
a guide centred on friendships. Which of your 
friends may be open to learning about following 
Jesus? Find a Christian friend who can be your 
I-GIG partner. Together you can form an 
I-GIG with a few interested friends that meets 
to discuss short Bible texts about Jesus in order 
to discover who God is and how to know him.

Though I-GIG is designed with international 
students in mind, it can also be used with anyone 
who is interested to investigate about God. •

Uncover John Seeker Bible Studies
Uncover John Seeker Bible Studies take you 
through six key episodes in John’s biography 
of Jesus, looking at the vital encounters they 
present. They help you piece together what John 
says about Jesus’ life and purpose and along the 
way address a range of questions our friends 
commonly have about life and Christianity. 

A few copies of the above guides are available 
at FES. Talk to your CF staffworker to find 
out more about these guides.

Other evangelistic Bible study resources can also be 
found at: http://evangelism.intervarsity.org/how/gigs

“It is real. It is not a fairy tale. Something happened to me that I still cannot fully understand, but I know 
that it is real” says Viviana, a business student. This is so intriguing that sometimes others in the group 
will want to experience the same thing. I had the joy of seeing almost entire groups of seekers become 
followers of Christ.

This is the power of God working through people who have met him in his Word. The Word did 
become flesh, and he is living among us today. He is waiting for our faithfulness and boldness in 
inviting our friends to find the living God through the gospel stories.

UNCOVER

I-GIG
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Why is Scripture engagement important? 

Before we answer a ‘Why’ question, I think it 
is important to ask ‘Where’ we come from? As 
we are an evangelical student movement, we 
firmly believe that the Bible is the Word of God, 
the absolute truth which charts the way to life 
and directs our conduct. This belief is reflected 
in the emphasis we place on Bible study and 
evangelism. If this is our belief and a value 
that we treasure very much, then ‘Scripture 
engagement’ is a way or lifestyle to live out what 
we believe in.

What are your observations of the general 
Christian student’s interest in Scripture 
engagement?

Firstly, the Christian Fellowship (CF) in the 
campus setting sustains their interest. Students 
are joining a CF that emphasises the importance 
of Scripture with a programme that is Bible-
based. Cell group Bible study is known as 
Inductive Bible Study (IBS) and for the seekers 
we do evangelistic Bible study or EBS. 

All these Bible-based programmes within the 
life of the CF will ‘help’ a student be ‘engaged’ 
with God’s Word, along with weekly devotional 
sessions during the busy school term. Within 
this so-called protected environment, whether 
they like it or not, students will be ‘engaging 
Scripture’. 

Second, maybe the only way to measure their 
interest is by their attendance, that is, to 
look at the attendance of each Bible-related 
teaching programme in the CF to gauge each 
individual’s interest in Scripture. The true 
measure of the student’s interest in Scripture 
is when the student graduates. Will they still 
see the Word of God as important in charting 
their way to life and directing their conduct? 
If this belief is sustained, then we will see 
their interest reflected in self-motivated Bible 
reading, attending their church’s adult Bible 
class, taking theological seminary courses and 
be more involved in serving others in areas like 
Sunday school teaching.

Studying the Bible together with students and graduates has been a 
very integral part of the work of FES Senior Staffworker, Chan Sook 
Ching (second from left) for many years. In this issue of Perspective 
with the focus on Scripture engagement, we asked Sook Ching to 
share her insights on this important aspect of the FES ministry.

Perspective March 201714



15

v i e w p o i n t s 

Chan Sook Ching currently heads the administration 
and finance department in FES and at the same time, 
coordinates the FES Chinese Work alumni ministry. For 
many years, she has served as campus ministry staffworker 
with the Chinese CFs in FES and was also heading the FES 

If there is a lack of interest, what new 
perspective of Scripture engagement can we 
introduce to students? 

If students are not interested in Scripture 
engagement, I think more ground work needs 
to be done. We should not assume that all who 
join the CF are keen to seek and know more 
about his Word. As staff or cell group leaders, 
it is important for us to know how the student 
sees Jesus Christ in relation to him or herself, 
as Saviour, Lord and God. How is his personal 
walk with God and personal faith in Christ? 

The basic step in knowing their own personal 
relationship with God and knowing the state of 
the relationship is, I would say, more important 
than just assuming they need to engage 
Scripture. By being aware of this relationship, 
we can challenge them by letting them know 
how they can enhance and improve their 
relationship with God. That is, by knowing his 
Word through his Word, one will know what 
God wants, what he likes and what he doesn’t 
like. Though personal ground work means more 
time will be involved, I think students will then 
see the importance of Scripture engagement.

IBS is the basic Bible study method that we have 
treasured for many decades. I think this skill-
based Bible study technique, may need to be ‘re-
packaged’ to a more user-friendly form, or in an 
easier way to understand without cutting down 
the basic steps of Observation, Interpretation 
and Application.

How do we sustain students’ interest in 
Scripture engagement? 

Where sustaining their interest is concerned, 
when students see for themselves the importance 
of God’s Word, they will in turn take the 
initiative to lead, guide and inspire other students 
to be interested in Scripture engagement. For 
this to happen, it is vital for students to be part 
of cell or contact groups in the CF where there 
is more discipline and students can encourage 
each other in the process of studying the Bible 
together. •

The basic step in knowing 
their own personal 
relationship with God and 
knowing the state of the 
relationship is, I would 
say, more important than 
just assuming they need to 
engage Scripture.

“

”

Chinese Work section from 1992–1994 and 2000–2005. 
Sook Ching completed her M.Div. at China Graduate 
School of Theology and worked in a church in Hong Kong 
for 12 years in all before returning to Singapore in 2012.
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My late pastor once asked me, “How 
many verses have you memorised?” 

I replied hesitantly, “100?” He then told me that 
during his time it was normal for students to 
memorise at least 500 verses. A casual question 
perhaps, but it spurred me to memorise more 
verses and invite students to do the same. 
However, after some years in ministry, I realise 
that memorising verses is not a discipline that 
many Christians, students included, cherish. 
Thus, I wonder whether we can find 50 or even 
10 students who can recite at least 20 verses 
from Scripture. I hope we can.

Why bother to memorise verses anyway? I 
find the answer in two places: first, in the 
philosophy of classical education that subscribes 
to the principles of Trivium,1 and second, in 
Psalm 1:2. The principles of Trivium divide 
the process of education into three steps. The 
first of these involves rigorous memorisation or 
rote-learning; a discipline criticised by many 
people in modern education because deep 
understanding is more valued than recitation 
of facts. While the criticism may be valid, the 
philosophy encourages deep understanding in 
the second step, which seeks to connect the facts 
memorised. Hence, the facts committed to the 
memory are the necessary ingredients of this 
step. 

1 Further explanation about Trivium can be obtained from 
Dorothy Sayers (1948), The Lost Tools of Learning. 

One may argue that with the Internet now at our 
fingertips it is no longer necessary to memorise; 
we can easily access any information that we 
need. This is where Psalm 1:1–2 (NIV) comes 
into the picture. It says that “blessed is the one 
… whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and 
who meditates on his law day and night.” In its 
original Hebrew, the word ‘law’ refers to Torah 
which may be simply interpreted as Scripture. 
How is it possible for the Jews to meditate the 
Scripture day and night? It is because they have 
committed many of them to memory since their 
childhood.2 It is impossible to spontaneously 
and continuously meditate on the truth of 
God when there is so little content that we 
remember. The memory verses are a handy tool 
that the Holy Spirit can use to teach, rebuke, 
correct, and train Christians in their daily living 
anytime and anywhere. Deep understanding 
is acquired as one repeatedly wrestles with the 
relevance of the verses memorised. 

For example, I’ve memorised Proverbs 3:5–6. It 
says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” It spoke to me, for example, 
when I started my ministry with FES. My 

2 Jewish education involves rote-learning of Scripture and 
its commentaries, Talmud, as early as five years old (Avot 
5:24). See also Louis Wirth, “Education for Survival: The 
Jews” in American Journal of Sociology 48:6 (1943), p. 682.

Perspective March 201716
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Victor Wibowo
FES Senior Staffworker
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income was less than my monthly expenditures 
due to a family commitment. Initially, I thought 
I would at least be able to survive a few months 
with my savings. In faith, I held to that verse 
and during those years, I received anonymous 
gifts which were sufficient to cover my expenses 
until my commitment ended. The gifts stopped 
afterward. The same verse rang again and took 
another significance when I contracted H1N1. 
I was afraid that I would die leaving behind 
my wife, who was pregnant with our firstborn. 
There was a night that I prayed in tears until I 
accepted in my heart that God would take care 
of everything. Eventually, I was healed (that’s 
why I can write this), my wife did not get H1N1, 
and my son was born healthy five months later. 
Lastly, the same verse echoes in my mind today 
as I face another challenge in my ministry. As 
I am getting older, will I still be suitable for 
student ministry? What’s next for me? I know if 
I dwell on those questions, I will not be able to 
serve here faithfully. Hence, I learn to set aside 

Victor has been serving in FES since 2006. Currently he 
works with the Indonesian Students’ Christian Fellowship 
at NTU and MDIS. He also looks into the area of staff 
training and development in FES. Victor is in the process 
of completing his Th.M. at Trinity Theological College 
and his special areas of interest are in Christian Education 
and the Old Testament. He and his wife Dewi have three 
children, Lemuel, Levitia and Leviel. 

those questions and to trust that he will make 
my path straight as Proverbs 3:5–6 says.

So, why bother to memorise Bible verses 
anyway? Because they are the precious pearls by 
which value is appreciated when we memorise 
and internalise them through both discipline 
and daily experience. With memorising verses, 
may our faith on the truth of the Word of God 
be continually fortified. •

v i e w p o i n t s 

Memorising 
Bible verses 
is a discipline 
Victor and his 
wife Dewi 
seek to 
inculcate in 
their children
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Can you share with us briefly about VCF’s 
Biblical Engagement Study Team (BEST) – 
what it does, why it was formed? 

BEST is a standing committee that started a few 
years before I joined. It was originally envisioned 
as a unique space catered to university students 
where VCFers can study God’s Word together, 
using a method like Inductive Bible Study 
(IBS). Over time, contributing to the VCF 
Contact Group (CG) guide also became part of 
the ministry’s service to the wider VCF body. 
We meet once a week and sometimes engage 
speakers to give smaller workshops over the 
course of the semester. The books we’ve studied 
during my time here include Ezekiel, Mark, 1 
and 2 Kings, and 2 Peter – so it’s a wide range and 
lots of fun! We’re planning to study Revelations 
and Philippians this coming semester. Over 
the three-month long semester break, a smaller 
writing team gets together and helps craft the 
CG guide under the watchful eyes of FES 
staffworkers and VCF Exco members. It’s a 

What prompted you to join BEST?

It was a bit of an accident. I attended the 
Annual Teach-in Camp when I was a freshman 
and unknowingly wrote my name on a sign-up 
sheet that was being passed around. I had no 
prior experience with VCF and did not even 
know what a standing committee was. After I 
attended the first session, it became clearer to 
me what BEST does. My reasons for continuing 
with BEST were more personal. I studied 
Genesis as a literature text in my first semester of 
university and really struggled with the sudden 
exposure to biblical scholarship in a secular 
setting. Doing IBS with fellow Christians who 
were also in a university setting helped me to 
reconcile that. I would say that the lens provided 
by IBS enriched my engagement with Scripture, 
and has deepened my love of and appreciation 
for God’s Word.

Encountering God 
Bthrough Scripture 

The Biblical Engagement Study Team (BEST) is a standing committee in NUS’ Varsity 
Christian Fellowship (VCF). What are the aims of BEST and how does the team seek 
to achieve them? Perspective had a chat with Lim Se Ern (front row, second from left),  
who ‘accidentally’ joined the team but discovered a deeper love and appreciation for God’s 
Word through that ‘accident’.

collaborative process and a unique experience 
we can take back to our churches.
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Share with us something you learnt from God 
through his Word that has caused you to love 
the Bible more and see its importance in the 
Christian life.

We recently had a session on Philippians. As we 
debate on it, the relationship between knowledge, 
love and discernment stood out from verses nine 
to eleven. The Greek understanding of ‘love’ was 
not the same as modern-day concept of ‘love’. 
Love was not a mindless emotion but instead was 
the source of knowledge. ‘Knowledge’ in Greek 
was that of understanding gained from personal 
experience and perception, while ‘discernment’ 
had connotations of practical action. This was a 
reminder of our goal in this particular standing 
committee. My hope for BEST and for anyone 
who studies God’s Word using IBS is that it will 
not only be an exercise of one’s mind, but an 
intimate encounter with God that will change 
the way we lead our lives.

With the many demands on a student’s time, 
are there some creative initiatives that you 
think CFers can embark on so as to encourage 
them to make Scripture engagement part of 
their life?

I think the most irreplaceable part of BEST is 
the myriad of perspectives that arise from being 
in a group. Find a few like-minded friends, 
commit to a common time, sit down together 
and hold each other accountable! Doing IBS 
independently can be difficult, requiring at 
least an hour. But it does become a lot easier 
and lighter when you are doing it with fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ. •

Se Ern is currently in her third year at Yale-NUS College, 
majoring in Urban Studies. 

 s t o r i e s 

VCFers, from left, Zavier, Gerard, Jiahui, 
Se Ern, Pingzhen, Jemima, and Rebecca 
come together for Scripture engagement 
sessions organised by BEST



20 Perspective March 2017

bible study  
w

can wait  

What has your experience been like in 
studying the Bible?

Studying the Bible was never my top priority 
when I entered university. What was at the 
top of my mind was to do a second major 
in Biological Sciences in addition to my 
first in Psychology and to graduate with 
first-class honours. As such, when someone 
asked if I would like to join NTU-CCF in 
my freshman year, I thought to myself that 
fellowship and Bible study can wait till I 
graduate,  when I would have “made it” in 
my academic career. How wrong was I!

Indeed, at the end of my freshman year, 
I did quite well academically and in fact, 
better than what I could ever have imagined! 
But the sense of achievement was short-
lived. In the process of pursuing academic 
achievements, I had neglected doing my 
Quiet Time regularly and deep down I felt 
empty. I also felt like I had been living a 
double life: professing to be a Christian and 
the Bible to be the Word of God but not 

How has the journey been for our students in the area of studying the Bible? Read the testimony 
of one student, Chen Zhi Qiang (second from right) who is a final year Psychology major at NTU.

allowing Scripture to instruct and shape the 
way I live my life by reading, understanding 
and applying it. 

Did this situation change and if yes, how 
did it come about? 

I guess one of the turning points that led to a 
change was when I was again invited to join 
NTU-CCF in the following semester and 
I decided to do so. The regular Bible study 
sessions over the course of the semester 
helped me to set aside time almost every 
week to study Scripture with other brothers 
and sisters in Christ and to reflect upon what 
his Word mean for our lives. Sometimes, 
our hearts are encouraged by the promises 
of God and by knowing more about him in 
his revealed Word. But perhaps more often 
than not, his Word also makes us painfully 
aware of the remaining sins in our lives 
and just how often we have not walked in a 
manner worthy of our calling.
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The second turning point was during the 
first Bible study camp I attended in NTU-
CCF. One of the staffworkers at the camp 
pointed out how we have often taken God’s 
Word lightly in our approach towards it 
and challenged us to devote ourselves to the 
serious study of the Bible throughout our 
time in university. Of course, she said a lot 
more than that during the camp but that 
particular rebuke and challenge with which 
she started off her lesson, stuck in my head. 
Perhaps it was the pointedness of her words 
in describing the attitude of my heart or the 
conviction of the Spirit or a combination 
of both, but her words struck me because 
it made me reflect on how lax I had been in 
the study of Scripture. I would search high 
and low in the library for reference materials 
to make sure I knew as much as possible on 
a topic for my school assignment, yet would 
content myself with just a cursory reading 
of the Bible.

21

 s t o r i e s 

 
Share one way you have encountered God 
through Scripture.

God speaks to us today through Scripture. 
There are times when in the process of 
reading and mulling over a particular 
passage in Scripture, parts of it stands out 
and seems to speak to circumstances I was 
facing over a period of time. Sometimes it’s a 
rebuke for particular sins and at other times, 
it may be an encouragement, a reminder of 
who God is and the promises that he has 
graciously given to us that lifts up my soul 
when it is troubled.

What are some challenges you have 
encountered when studying Scripture?

Surely, there is always the ongoing 
challenge of reading and finding out what 
a particular text in Scripture actually means 
and only then, see how it applies to us today. 
But I would argue that finding out what a 
particular scriptural text means is a relatively 
easier task than applying the message of 
Scripture in our lives. Today, we have access 
to large amounts of resources like Bible 
commentaries, Bible study tools and the likes 
to help us unpack what the scriptural text 
means, but the study of Scripture has never 
been for its own sake. As we understand 
the Word of God, we are also to respond 
to him in faith and obedience. That is often 
the aspect of studying Scripture that is the 
most challenging. The surest way to humble 
and silence a man basking in pride of having 
“figured out” Scripture is to ask him how his 
life has changed since understanding what a 
particular text in Scripture means. 

Lastly, another challenge, a positive one at 
that, is the fact that you can never exhaust 
the depths and riches of Scripture. Time 
and again, I have often found myself coming 
back to a text I thought I knew well enough 
only to emerge from the study humbled to 
see that there were things in the passage 
I missed in my first reading and elated to 
see that there is more to be learnt from the 
passage. It is then perhaps no exaggeration 
to say that the study of Scripture is a life-
long process.  •

bible study  
w

can wait  
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To Commit or to Omit was an equipping 
session organised by the FES National 

Students’ Council (NSC), which comprises 
student leaders of all FES affiliated Christian 
Fellowships (CFs) in Singapore.  Held on 14 
January from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm at NUS LT25, 
this session aimed to help existing CF leaders 
and upcoming ones understand what it takes 
to serve in the CF ministry on campus, and its 
associated ups and downs. The NSC executive 
committee had decided to tackle this common 
issue faced by most CFs – commitment. More 
specifically, being committed to serving in or 
joining CF meetings regularly.

Equipping student 
leaders for ministry 
on campus

Annette Arulrajah pointing out the essential qualities 
of a leader: single-mindedness, commitment and a 
willingness to sacrifice
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Tan Wei Siang
SP, Diploma in Aeronautical 
Engineering Year 3

The session started with an hour-long talk by 
Annette Arulrajah, IFES East Asia Associate 
Regional Secretary who has been involved 
in student ministry for the past 29 years. She 
shared on her past experiences on campus, both 
as a student and staffworker. At that time, she 
had faced several setbacks that were seemingly 
discouraging, such as poor attendance or the 
low number of people joining the fellowship. 

However, she overcame all those 
setbacks through God’s guidance 
by the fact that these factors alone 
would not lead to a successful and 
sustainable fellowship. 

The highlight of the talk was 
the essential and indispensable 
qualities she pinpointed a leader 
should have, namely: single-
mindedness, commitment and 
a willingness to sacrifice. Being 
single-minded reveals one’s focus on 
the responsibilities he or she holds. 
To be committed and sacrificial 

means having the heart to set aside time to get 
involved and serve, not just as a leader but also 

as a humble servant of Christ. She ended the 
talk by encouraging the audience to look at their 
own ministries in a different light. This should 
be the way as God is always working in our life 
that we might notice only a few of the thousands 
of his mighty works.

A Q&A session followed where Annette 
answered a few questions from the audience on 
various concerns such as, “How do we know if 
we should give up or carry on?”, “What if my 
small group member avoids meeting me?” and 
“Is the quote ‘God doesn’t call the qualified, he 
qualifies the called’ biblical?”

We spent the last 30 minutes of the equipping 
session in groups, sharing and discussing our 
own CF ministry, the issues faced and ways to 
address them. It was a fruitful exchange and we 
ended with prayers for each other’s ministry. •

Students sharing 
in small groups, 
discussing issues 
faced in their 
ministry, and 
praying for each 
other
 

 e v e n t
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We held on to her shoulders as 
she led us through a 
curtain. Before we 

knew it we were standing in a room that 
was pitch-black. All we could do was 
to stand helpless, waiting to be brought 
to our seats. I tried looking around, but 
there was only darkness. I couldn’t see 
my hands, I couldn’t see my way around, 
I didn’t know what or who was in the 
room, or where anything was. All I had 
to rely on was her detailed description 
of what was on the table, and my own 
imagination of the room we were in. 
I’m not afraid of the dark, but there was 
something slightly unnerving about not 
being able to see anything. And to think we had 
an hour and a half in here, to dine in the dark. 

On the first of December 2016, the entire FES  
and GCF staff team went for a ‘Dine in the Dark’ 
experience at the Singapore Association for the 
Visually Handicapped (SAVH). Before lunch 
we had the privilege of being shown around 
some of their facilities, meeting some of the 
members and staff. One of the staff, who himself 
has partially-impaired vision, demonstrated 
how the visually handicapped use computers 
and electronic devices and also how they watch 
movies and videos.  He mentioned that the 
biggest issue is not the visually handicapped 
having difficulties with such technology, but the 
lack of awareness that they are in fact able to use 
computers and electronics, which significantly 
hinders their opportunities in employment and 
service. It gave us a small insight into the world 
seen from their perspectives, and perhaps made 
us think a little more of some of the things we 
take for granted, things we don’t think to take 

Rachel Leng
FES staffworker
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Rachel Leng
FES staffworker

a second glance at. But before we could get our 
thoughts out of the way, there was lunch.

For lunch, we were split into two rooms, waited 
on specially by two lovely servers who are part of 
the team of visually handicapped clients running 
this experience. They seated us, served us all our 
courses from soup to dessert, and helped us with 
spills and napkins. I was constantly amazed at 
how they were able to navigate the room and 
serve and care for each of us individually, all 
in complete darkness. It was truly a whole new 
world to me, but one that was their reality.

It was hard to eat in the dark. It was hard 
finding cutlery on the table once I put it down, 
it was hard gauging where the spout of the 
pitcher was, or if salt was really being shaken 
onto my food at all. It took great effort to find 
the meatballs on my plate, but it all got a little 
easier over time. It was a humbling process of 
adjusting and relearning how to operate without 
seeing. Needless to say, we made a spectacular 
mess, but thoroughly enjoyed ourselves while 
trying. 

We have all come away with fond memories of 
this lunch. We are thankful for this chance to 
step into the oft-forgotten shoes of the visually 
handicapped, even just for a little while. I’m 
highly reliant on my sight and while I’ve always 
known it is something I take for granted, this 
was the first time I truly felt it. And even though 
this might be one of many similar experiences 
we go through that bring to light these thoughts, 
my hope is that we will allow these experiences 
to shape the way we understand our world and 
the worlds of others. That we would also, in 
response, continue seeking meaningful ways in 
which we can show compassion and support for 
communities such as these. •

25

The FES and GCF staff 
team, at the ‘Dine in the 

Dark’ experience
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Naiah’s 5th birthday and 
Niel’s 1st month celebration

Attention Graduates!
Have you been wanting to meet up with your friends from your CF days but 
have not had the time or energy to organise a get-together? Elaine Chan, the 
FES staff coordinating events will be able to assist you in organising reunions 
and retreats for alumni and/or cohort groups. You may contact Elaine at 
elaine.chan@fessingapore.org

Moving On
Lim Chee Tat (seated, second from left), 
former FES staffworker who worked among 
the Chinese-speaking postgraduate students, 
left FES at the end of October 2016. We thank 
Chee Tat for his seven years of service with FES 
and pray for God to bless his new endeavours.

Married
FES staffworker Darryl 
Andriyan Putra married 
Erlina Santoso on 5 November 
2016. We congratulate the 
couple and pray for God to 
guide them in their new life 
together.

On Sabbatical Leave
Michael Senjaya Kang, former Head of FES Indonesian Ministry, 
started a six-month sabbatical leave on 1 February 2017. Pray for 
him to be refreshed through this time away from work and to be 
able to spend time with his family. Mike will be finishing off his 
final modules to complete the Master of Arts (Biblical Studies) 
programme at Singapore Bible College. 

Born
Azariah Jathniel (Niel for short) Kang was born on 25 October 
2016 to Michael, and his wife Cindy. Niel is the second child of his 
parents, and baby brother to five-year old Naiah. Congratulations 
to the family!
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Chinese CF 
Graduating 
Students’ 
Camp 

Combined 
Polytechnic
13–15 May 2017 
转累点？
(Changing Station?)
Venue: SAF Changi 
Treehouse
 
Combined 
University
17–20 May 2017 
幸福列车 
(The Blessed Train)
Venue: TBC

IFES EARC 
Contact your CF 
staffworker for 
more information.

Check out our past events from 
our e-newsletter, Impetus at 
http://www.fessingapore.org/
resources/publications/impetus

Combined Poly 
Chinese CF 
Freshmen 
Orientation 
Camp
11–13 April 2017

Journey of Grace
Theme verse: 
Proverbs 16:9

NUS ISCF Camp 
8–12 May 2017
Majodi Centre, Johor, Malaysia
Facebook: ISCF Camp 2017

Note: More information will be 
given on the respective fellowship 
websites when it is available. 

NUS VCF Freshmen 
Orientation Camp 
26 –29 June 2017

More information will be available 
at http://www.nusvcf.com/

Contact person: 
sean.mulyadi.siman@gmail.com

Combined Poly 
English CF 
Freshmen 
Orientation Camp
19–21 May 2017   
Open to students from any 
polytechnic in Singapore. 
Theme talks on: 
•	 our	identity	as	

Christian students
•	 our	role	in	the	poly	

Christian community
•	 our	role	in	the	secular	

community
Join us for a time of 
learning and growing in 
Christ through the talks, 
games and other activities! 

Contact person: 
Isabella Cai @ 9777 4506



NAFA-LASALLE CF currently has six 
active members. Meetings are held weekly on 
Wednesday afternoon (1:30pm–3:00pm for 
prayer and praise) and evening (5:30–7:30pm 
for fellowship and Bible study) at Prinsep St. 
Presbyterian Church. We are constantly blessed 
by the students’ presence despite their busy 
schedules. They intentionally set aside time 
to come and bring their friends along to the 
fellowship meetings. 

One major challenge faced by the students is 
their demanding schedule. Students can easily 
become overwhelmed while trying to juggle 
their studies and social life.  It is not a matter 
of cutting down activities, rather is it an issue 
of focus.  

•	 Pray for the spiritual growth and daily 
devotion of CFers, that they will commit to 
their time with the Lord, and in doing so, 
be empowered to use their time wisely and 
focus on completing the semester well.

•	 Seek the Lord to continue to work in the 
hearts of students in these two fine arts 
campuses, that the passion of students 
reaching out to other students continues to 
grow among them.

•	 Pray that God will go before us in making 
arrangements for the CF to be more 
accessible to students.

•	 Thank God for the formation of the 
Wednesday evening Bible study session. 
Pray for us as we explore holding more 
sessions so as to accommodate the students’ 
hectic schedules.

•	 Pray for the leaders of the CF to have 
tenacity in serving the Lord despite a busy 
schedule. •

Stephen Tong Kah Hee
NAFA, Diploma in Music 
(Piano Performance) Year 3
Fuji Yao
Head of FES Pioneering Ministry
Billy Seah
FES Staffworker
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Welcoming 
new students 

to the CF



p r a y e r  p o i n t 

•	 Pray for the new Exco, and the respective 
committee members to understand and 
adjust to their new responsibilities. Pray for 
good communication between the ECF and 
Chinese CF.

•	 In line with the challenges mentioned, pray 
for members to be united, strengthened in 
their faith, and understand the importance 
of campus ministry. 

•	 We are thankful for the presence of our 
staffworker Rachel Leng, especially in 
giving us ideas and timely suggestions. Pray 
for her to have strength and wisdom in her 
ministry. •

Stephen Tong Kah Hee
NAFA, Diploma in Music 
(Piano Performance) Year 3
Fuji Yao
Head of FES Pioneering Ministry
Billy Seah
FES Staffworker Bryan Yu Cheng You

NP, Audio Visual Technology 
Year 2

Serving together 
in the ECF 
subcommittee, from 
left, Gaius, Rachel 
(staffworker), Isabella 
and Bryan

NP ECF’s vision is taken from Hebrews 10:24, 
which encourages us to consider “how we may 
spur one another on”. The committee felt that 
the meaning of fellowship was not clearly 
understood among members and perhaps this 
led to the recent decline in numbers. The second 
aspect of our vision focuses on understanding 
the value of the CF as members will naturally 
be committed if they know that each has a part 
to play in the ministry.

Last year, we encountered several administrative 
issues due to lack of foresight on our part. This 
resulted in misunderstandings between the 
committee and school staff. However, our main 
challenge was to secure the CF membership. 
It was difficult to impart our vision to new 
students as most of them visited for only one 
session, which was the Welcome Tea. On top 
of that, two of our committee members stopped 
attending. 

Nevertheless, we thank God for our 
regular members and for leading us 
through this year. Though there were 
difficulties, all went well when we 
entrusted the matter to God. 

Having a picnic fellowship 
with the Chinese CF



 
 

 

CVCF is an affiliate ministry of NUS VCF.  
Currently, we have about 30 members, with half 
of them foreign students, mainly from China 
and Malaysia.

This year, the direction for our fellowship is 
to strive towards unity in our relationship 
with God, ourselves and others. We also seek 
to influence others to be unified with God. 
As such, we organised talks around titles like 
“Are God’s absolute justice and absolute love in 
conflict?”, to correct any misunderstandings we 
may have regarding the nature of God. Through 
our cell groups, we encourage sharing, support 
and rebuking to better understand ourselves, 
and help one another in our role as Christian 
students. We also have an English Conversation 
Partners programme, which aims to help 
students and staff who are weak in their English 
conversational skills.

•	 We thank God for putting us in a unique 
position to serve and reach out to the 
Chinese-speaking population in NUS. 

•	 Pray for members of CVCF, to be able to 
“remain in God, and God to remain in us” 
and that we may “bear fruits” (John 15:5). 
Pray that we can respond to God’s love by 
being salt and light in our days as students, 
and reach out to the people around us so 
they may come to know Christ.

•	 Jackson, our staff worker, is currently 
studying part-time at Trinity Theological 
College. Pray that God will sustain and use 
him to benefit others in his family, church 
and student ministry. •

Cheong Song Yu
NUS, Accountancy Year 4
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A group photo taken after one of our fellowship 
teaching sessions, where we engage speakers 
to share on the direction of the CF and topics 
relevant to student life

The Exco and staffworker work together closely to 
guide the fellowship to strive towards unity in our 
relationship with God, self and others. Back row 
from left: Jackson (staffworker), Haohan, Junbo, Wei 
Xing, Song Yu; front row from left: Evelyn, Jia-yin



 
 

 

This academic year, we have around 50 students 
registered as members. We meet weekly for 
fellowship, either in the form of a worship service 
on Friday nights or a cell group on weekdays. 
On top of that, we also have discipleship groups. 
Each group, which consists of two to three 
students and a leader who is an alumnus, meets 
weekly or bi-weekly. 

We are grateful for all the programmes and 
events that we had last semester. Despite the 
challenges and worries in getting leaders and 
new members, we have been able to form three 
new discipleship groups from the freshman 
batch. Praise God!

Our direction for this year is to be “salt and light” 
on campus, especially among the Indonesian 
community. We realise there is a lot of potential 
in reaching out to Indonesians on our campus 
given the demographic of our friends and 
leadership positions that some of our members 
hold in various Indonesian-dominated clubs. 

Nathan Timothy Handoko
NUS, Industrial and Systems 
Engineering Year 4

p r a y e r  p o i n t 

NUS ISCFers with their staffworker, Darryl 
(front row extreme left) attending the FES 

Indonesian Ministry camp in December 2016

Journeying together as an Exco

•	 Pray that we can be students who are 
radically different and yet still identify with 
other students. We would like to see more of 
us intentionally mingle with non-Christians 
and move out of our holy-huddle, to have 
the courage to be counter-cultural and have 
the heart to share the Gospel to our friends 
who we meet every day. 

•	 As around 20 of us will be graduating this 
semester, pray for the regeneration of future 
leaders and members.

•	 Pray with us for our newly-wed staffworker, 
Darryl A. Putra, that he may be wise in 
managing the different demands of his 
family, ministry, part-time theological 
studies and relationships.  •

31



32 Perspective March 2017

However, we also noticed some perplexing 
realities. When asked why it is challenging 
to read and study the Bible regularly, 68% of 
them said they are too busy and 48% think it 
is because they cannot understand the Bible. 
The extensiveness of their Bible reading is also 
worrying, for instance almost half (47%) of 
them do not know or have not read the book of 
Nahum, and more than one-third (34), the book 
of Jude. 

Having reviewed the survey results, while 
Bible knowledge and Bible-reading habits will 
continue to be cultivated, FES must also build 
strategies to deepen Scripture engagement in 
the daily lives of students. It is aligned to what 
Paul exhorts Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
(NIV):

Scripture Engagement is one 
of the eleven strategic priorities 
in our vision to “witness to the whole 

campus for Christ” – a ministry blueprint we 
have been using since 2010. There have been 
many initiatives and programmes implemented 
both on campus and at the national level. For the 
latter, FES conducted a Scripture Engagement 
survey at the end of 2014 with the intent of 
gauging the depth and intensity of our student’s 
engagement with Scripture. 318 students from 
various universities and polytechnics, across all 
ministry sections, participated in this survey.

The survey indicated some encouraging facts. 
For example, almost all of the students who 
participated in the survey (99.3%) believe that 
the Bible is trustworthy and authoritative in 
faith, 83% of them read and study the Bible a 
few times a week (40% even do it on daily basis), 
and 68% of them still read Christian literature 
at least a few times a month. 
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(conducted in 2014 among 318 students 
from our CFs - 80% universities and 20% 
polytechnics)

Believe that the Bible is trustworthy and 
authoritative in faith

Read and study the Bible on a daily basis

Read and study the Bible a few times a week

Read Christian literature a few times a week  

Read Christian literature at least a few 
times a month

 Top two challenges in reading and studying 
the Bible regularly:

1. Too Busy

2. Cannot Understand 

Do not know/have not read the book of Nahum

Do not know/have not read the book of Jude

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

It is interesting to note that all the above 
usefulness of Scripture Paul mentions is 
down-to-earth, concrete, and life-changing: 
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness. This goal is also what we long 
to see in all our future efforts of encouraging  
students to engage the Bible on a deeper level. It 
is not only to increase their biblical knowledge 
or expand their hermeneutical horizons, but 
also more importantly, to see them transformed 
through Scripture.

At one recent discussion with some of our staff, 
we exchanged ideas on how the latter could 



Lisman Komaladi
General Secretary

happen. The technical question is how we read 
the Bible with the students in a way that leads 
to conscientisation and a development of their 
reflexivity. What does it mean? Borrowing the 
words of one of my staff, conscientisation upon 
reading the Bible means a process of coming 
to one’s understanding that this world (or 
one particular aspect of this world, including 
the self) is not right, not as what the Bible 
envisages, and something needs to be done 
about it. Afterwards, a critical reflexivity, a fresh 
realisation of the self and its interaction with the 
issues, should follow.

Our Bible studies should not only inform, but 
also promote the above. Our ‘quiet time’, verse 
memorisation, and Bible-reading habits are 
not only for the sake of doing, but to heighten 
our critical consciousness of ourselves and 
the world, realise what the Biblical vision is, 
and then propel us to do something about it. 
Consequently, life and societal transformation 
will come into effect.   

How can we achieve the above goals effectively? 
More discussion and brainstorming among 
staff and student leaders will have to continue. 
Meanwhile, I am also inviting you to share with 
us ideas, instances, or experiences you have 
encountered, while engaging with Scripture, 
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“The technical question is how we read  the Bible with 
the students in a way that leads to conscientisation and 
a  development of their reflexivity.”

Share with us ideas, instances, or experiences you 
have encountered, while engaging with Scripture

If you have ideas ... drop us an email or share with your 
fellow students and staffworkers.

that caused you to realise something is not right 
and you are moved to do something about it.

Finally, allow me to quote renowned American 
Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann 
twice. First, from his book Cadences of Home: 
Preaching Among Exiles and the latter from The 
Prophetic Imagination.

“We now know that human transformation 
does not happen through didacticism or 
through excessive certitude, but through the 
playful entertainment of another scripting 
of reality that may subvert the old given text 
and its interpretation and lead to the embrace 
of an alternative text and its re-description of 
reality.... (Hence) the task of prophetic ministry 
is to nurture, nourish, and evoke a consciousness 
and perception alternative to the consciousness 
and perception of the dominant culture around 
us.”

Have the Scriptures made us more aware of 
what needs to be done in our life, campus, local 
church, and society? •
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$  &  S e n s e 

 are still very much 

a roller-coaster situation. Financial 

stability is not achieved yet. 

 build a 

healthy amount of reserves, which 

are crucially needed especially 

when there is volatility in support.

 two priorities 

for FES finances is to stabilise 

income and build reserves.

G o d  o f  g r a c e  a n d  d e m a n d , 

y o u  c h a l l e n g e  u s  t o  r e c l a i m 

o u r  b a p t i s m a l  i d e n t i t y 

a s  t h o s e  w h o s e  l i v e s  a r e 

b u i l t  o n  y o u r  c a l l  a n d 

y o u r  p r o m i s e s — n o t  o n 

t h e  e a s y ,  s e d u c t i v e  f o r c e s 

a r o u n d  u s .  S t i r  o u r  h e a r t s 

t h a t  w e  m a y  e n g a g e  y o u r 

t r a n s f o r m i n g  w o r d  a n e w 

a n d  r e d i s c o v e r  i t s  p o w e r  t o 

s a v e .  A m e n

Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other Than 
Our Own: Devotions for Lent
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